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To the Right Reverend JRk 
thet in God, Edmund/ 
Lard Bijhop of London. 



Lord, 

H £ Introduction to thft follovr 
iog Scheme of true Religion,* 
publishes the peculiar Reafog.. 
of this Addrefs co your Lord* 
1 \jhip> where It fliews from whoa* 
the Plan of it is taken : Though the Author 
(had he fct his Name) might altedgc the ufual 
Motive o£ the ft Applications, viz. the Receipt . 
of favours from your Lordikip; he begs Ac- 
ceptance of the Prcfent from a fuperior and, 
particular Obligation of inferibing a Work 
executed in Purfuance of your own general 
Direction ; gratefully remembring that he, 
who gives the Model, and lays down the 
Plan, is the Chief Architect And the more 
afliduoufly it is followed by more able tin- 
der-Builders, I am perfuaded, they will be 
ft juft a? to impute the Beauty, Strength 
and Solidity of their Labour to your Lord- 
A 2 Jhifs 
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DEDICATION. 

4 "Advice and Superintendency, as a ju- 
3U8 and faithful Overfeer of the Build- 
of the H&Ufh6ld~of w God, built upon 
the only Foundation of eternal Life, as it 
hr^cfeived and copyM from Heaven. Ahd^ 
I am abundantly convinced the more youf 
fyrdfblfii -Model of xeprefenting Chriftia- 
nity in, and through its glorious 1 . Mediator \ 
is confide'r'd by Chriftians in gener^i A and 
ftudy'd by its Clergy in particular, it will 
more and more appear to be founded in the 
Nature and Reafon of Things, as well as in 
the Revelation from Heaven j and ^r that 
Reafon, to, be without Controvert and to. 
the Prevention of Controverfy, ^hejlblc heft 
Method both for convincing, attd rpdaiknmg* 
Gainfayers; and for eftabliihing ailChriflaaqs' 
in the Knowledge and Pofleffioft of the, 
TrUth. 

i May your Lord/hip long continue an ade- 
quate Advancer of the Kingdom of God and 
Chrift y in its Truth and Purpofe, Laws and 
Practice ; and may you very long live an Or- 
nament to that Religion you have fo well 
defended, is the cordial Wi(h of the 'Author^ 
and of every good Chriftian. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

H E Author of Cbriftianity as of J, 
&c. introduces his Book, declaring, 
<c The Subject he writes upon is 
" of the laft Importance, and 
c< makes no Apology for writing 
c * upon it, but writing fo late." I readily 
agree with him in the vaft Importance of the 
Subject; and, after fo many Anfwers, the 
Pubfick may juftly expedt fome Apology for 
my writing fo late. 

The true State of the Cafe is this : The 
Author of the following Sheets living at a 
great Diftance from London, and not able to 
purchafe many Books, had never,- tall very 
lately, read either of the Authors he replies 
to. Upon a particular Occafion, he was 
favoured with the Loan 'of one of the An- 
fwers to the firft Author, by a neighbouring 
Clergyman j which fo awaken'd his Curiofity, 
as to make Intereft with other Neighbours to 
borrow the two Authors he has taken under 
Confideration, and all the Replies to them he 
could procure ; and it has been his good For- 
tune to have feen raoft, he may add all of 
any Character, by the Report of others. 

Notwithstanding thofe Anfwers, 
which have their feveral Value and Ufe \ the 
Author of the following is of Opinion, that 

Vol. I. a an 
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ii The Introduction. 

an Attempt to cure Deifm effectually, can 
never be too late, but is particularly feafonablc 
in an Age fo lamentably infe&ed with it, ac- 
cording to the univerfal Complaint and Con- 
cern of all Chriftians from all Quarters, as 
the Sin Of the Age, produ&ive of many 
others : nor too carefully adapted to Perfons 
{ofeemingly ftudious of the Nature of Things, 
and the Force of Arguments, induftrioufly at 
the fame time lying upon the catch, to collect 
and expofe all weak ones in Defence of Chriftia- 
nity. He is fo far in the Belief of modern 
Deifts, as to regard the Two Authors he re- 
plies to, as the chief Bulwarks, or rather the 
Old and New Tejiameni of their little Faith, 
I meant to fay, their fmali Reafon : Who be- 
ing dead, yet fpeak, as the Two Oracles of 
all their Sentiments. As fuch, they can't be 
difpleafed that I have quoted them as juftly, 
and argued as fairly, as they ought to do with 
refpedt to the Scriptures of the Chriftians. 
And, as they fo very well knowand hug them- 
feives in the victorious Certainty of all that can 
be alleg'd in Defence of their Opinion, by 
thofe mighty Champions, laborious In the 
Scheme, and perfed: Mafters of the fame, 
they can no longer offer an Excufe for fufpend- 
ing their Judgment ; that they are, or can now 
be ignorant of ALL that can be faid for their 
Caufe. They are fure no After-Argument 
can arife, that can exceed what has been urg'd 
by them ; with great Confidence and Satisfac- 
tion therefore, they retire, one and all, under 

that 
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The Introduction, iii 

that Standard, where the Collection is of all 
their Forces* There k very lately arrived in 
their Camp a new Squadon call'd the Forlorn 
Hope confiding of a Strange, unfiz'd, disagree- 
ing Medley of Recruits : But thefe, are re- 
gularly attack'd in the Appendix to this Edit. 

Notwithstanding they are fuch 
8We Writers, in the Opinion of their Admirers 
and Followers, I have the Candor to think 
they are not enflaved to their Authority, with 
the fame blind Attachment the Jews are to 
their Robbies, the foie invincible Chain, that 
t>inds the common inferior Jews from embrac- 
ing Chriftianity. 

* Are thofe then the Leaders, who give 
the Strain of thinking, and Copy of Believing 
to others ? Are thefe the Writings indeed which 
have bewitch'd and deceived, have harangu'd 
and confounded fo many, almoft out of the 
due Ufe and true Benefit of Reafon making its 
Enquiry, as they are fiippofed to do, after true 
Religion ? Are thefe the choiceft Arguments, 
the ftrongeft Forces that can be marlhaird for 
about 30 Years together, and from Contribu- 
tions lifted from all Parts, fince the famous 
/Era of the Rights of the Church, againft the 
Religion they have been baptized into ? Are 
the joint Endeavours of thefe two, the 
utmoft Efforts, the all-fufficient confiding 
•Grounds of Deifm, for recommending it as 
the true Religion, and rejecting Chriftianitv ? 

But what if the enfuing Scheme fhall 

make it appear in a Method different from all 

a 2 other 
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other Anfwcrs, That true Religion is only to 
be fought, and found, in the true Nature, and 
prefent Gonfiitution of Things ; discoverable in 
Part, from their vifible Frame and Adjufb- 
ment ; and further difcover'd according to 
Man's Occafions, and the Counfeis of Divine 
Wifdom, by Revelation, from their great 
Author and Founder. Neither is this any beg* 
ging of Queftions, if it appears at the fame 
time, to the full Satisfa&ion of their Inquiry in- 
to the true Nature of God, and the true Nature 
of Man, in his prefent Condition, That thofe 
Difcoveries in the Chriftian Revelation do ac- 
tually give in the mod reafonable, folid, and 
undeniable true Account of the NATURE 
of both. If to know God, and Ourfelves 
truely, both the Dignity and Degeneracy of 
our Nature, is the Province and Perfection of 
Reafon in this World, the Chriftian Religion 
muft be allowed to be the Perfection of Hu- 
man reafon ; becaufe above all others it leads 
us to that Knowledge, our own Reafon being 
Judge. From that Knowledge refults the per* 
fe<fter Difcovery of the true Religion of Man, 
in the Need and Neceffity of fome Mediator 
between God and Man 5 at the fame time, 
the Revelation (hews, who is that one, only 
/^MEDIATOR. 

Before whofe Advent in the Flefhj the 
JNeceffity of fome Mediator was confefled and 
proclaim'd by the common Voice of Man- 
kind, over the Face pf the whole Earth. 
From one common Apprehenfion as clear as 

that 
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that of the Exiftence of God, all die World 
united in the fundamental Senfe of the Per- 
fection, Purity, and Holinefs of bis Nature ; 
and no lefs of the confcious Sinfulneia cleav- 
ing to, and difcompofing that of Man. The 
univerfal Confcience and Perfuafion of the 
infallible Certainty of each of thofe Truths, 
humbled them into fome prorar Diftance 
from God, but threw them, (without due 
Advice of their Reafon,) wherefoever the 
primaval Promife of the true, appointed Medi- 
ator was loft in < their Generations, into a 
wrong Choice, ,and worfe Dependance upon 
worthlefs Mediators of their own fetting up, 
for gaining the defired Accefs and Acceptance 
with their God, through the Merit, as they 
imagined, of Sacrifice and Ceremonies: Hence 
the wide-fpreading Idolatry of the World. 
And in due time the remedial Gofpel appear'd 
to fulfil the Promife to recover the Notion, 
to fix the Faith of the one true Mediator ; 
and to deftroy thofe Works of the Devil which 
brought in fo many falfe Mediators of the 
Worfhipofthe true God. AWorftiip! which 
of Courfe, being immoral in its Principle, lee 
in all Immorality like a Flood- gate ; and by 
viewing God through fuch a faulty difcolour'd 
Medium, multiplied, and fo loft the Know- 
ledge of him. 

I f then it is certain, that before the com- 
ing of Cbrifl there never was any Religion 
without a Mediator, nor never can be any 
true Religion, in the prefent degenerate State 
as of 
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of Mankind, without the true Mediator a£* 
pointed of God 9 between God and Man, im-» 
plicitly, or exprefly adher'd to; and if in 
the Sequel, the MEDIATORIAL SCHEME, 
God in Chftft reconciling the World to bimfelf t 
appears to be the only fix'd Center, that affords 
the true Knowledge of God, and of Man 3 
wherein all the moral governing Perfections 
of the former, in innumerable Inftances, of 
giving, and forgiving Goodnefs, meet, falute, 
and are very propitious to the State and 
Condition of the latter; if this is the only 
Medium in the World that compleatly connects 
and conciliates the governing Attributes of 
God, to the moral Pdwers, and confeious 
Imperfections of Man ; and if above all Things 
this confults moreover the Glory and Honour 
of God, in reprefenting him mod amiable, 
and yet moft awful, in every refpedt ; and no 
lefs confults and provides for the Good of Men, 
in raifing N their Hopes to Affurance of Accept- 
ance, difpelling Fears, and preventing any Pre- 
emption at the fame time ; it is humbly hoped 
that this Scheme, appealing as it does to the 
Deift's own Criterion of true Religion (as appears 
in the fequel) will be admitted to put in its Plea 
as fuch. And if J ejus Ckrijl> in the Nature of 
Things as reveal'd in Scripture, and fet forth in 
this Scheme, is likewife found to be the heft 
fitted^ and the fole accomplijh' d Mediator for 
effe&ing and perfecting thefe Things, then 
it muft be granted, that he is the very Ar- 
chetype, the avtot^vto of a true perfect Re- 
concilia tioa 
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conciliation between God and Man ; then is 
his the only true Religion in the World. 

A n d in an Enquiry of fo great a Moment, 
every open Deift, and every fecret Favourer 
of their Opinion, is moil ferioufly and affe- 
ctionately intreated to take tbefe Oracles of 
Deifm once more into their Hands, and rcr 
vife and compare them carefully with this 
Anfwer, and judge impartially. I add the fame 
Requeft with refpedfc to the Moral Pbilojbpber, 
a New Oracle very contradi&ory to the 
other. 

And if this important Religion has fo 
intimate a Connexion with the Religion of 
Nature, as to be the gr«ateft Perfedter of if, 
by affording the only Means, Aids, Motives, 
and Helps for performing it ; and, if in (hew- 
ing this admirable harmonious Connexion 
of Chriftianity with Natural Religion, in a 
new Light, unconfider'd perhaps as yet by 
any DeJ/l % a # clear View andProfppd opens 
for difcovering the TRUE Obligations, and 
Foundation of MORALITY: For there 
can be no doubt, in cafe the Religion of this 
Mediator is the only true Religion, that the 
true Grounds of Morality muft be drawn 
from its Source, and Fountain Head only, 
as I have clearly (hewn *, Nor can there be 
any Morality or natural Religion with refped 
to another World, befides, or without this 
Foundation of God's being a Rewarder : Every 

•Vol. II. pag. rn to 130. compared with the Iaft Chap, 
towards tic End 

a 4 other 
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other nominal Morality, without this facrcd, 
this its own proper Obligation firft laid, being 
none other than Civil, or Politick Inftitution 
of Morality, upon the Epicurean Scheme of 
Virtue being the Way and Means of attaining 
the higheft Felicity of Man in this Life} bur, 
afting without the Belief of Providence, ra- 
gardlefs of future Rewards and PuniChments, 
has nothing of the Religion of Morality in it, 
and therefore can never deferve the Name of 
natural Religion. 

I n a Queftion therefore of fo great Digr 
nity and Moment, as what is the only true 
Religion? it is earneftly intreated for theif 
own Sake, . as well asibr the Honour of human 
Jteafon, that all Perfons of their Sentiments, 
whether they own, or decline the Name of 
Deijl, will be fo candid, as to favour this 
Afpcdtof Chriftianity yrith their Perufal. 

The Deijls I have to do with, are indeed 
fo candid, as to declare, i. What will not 
convince* 2. What will fatisfy them, as to 
,the Truth and Excellency of the Chriftian 
Religion. And J have all along had that 

E articular Regard to their Declaration, as the 
Lteft that comes from them, after abundance 
of difputing, and a Multitude of Books, as 
to confine myfelf to that wherein they fay, 
they only feek Satisfa&ion. There is but 
one Pojlulatum in the Way ; in order to open 
the Scene, I was obliged to begin with, one 
Suppofitjon, i. e. that Man *was once in a 
State of Innocence i and was foon aftfr, and 

has 
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lias been ever fince in a fallen degenerate Condi- 
tion ; though even that continues a Suppofition 
but for a very few Pages, before I a&ually 
<leroonftrate, that it muft have been fo> from 
two ielf-evident Propofitions : That being 
xttce proved, all the reft follows in a Chain. 
♦ At the fame Time the two Authors, to 
whom I reply, and have evidently (hewn to 
be grofly mifta^en in the true Nature of 
Things, and the Force of Argument, pofi- 
tively declare what will not convince them 
with re/pe& to the Cjbriftian Revelation, they 
plainly intimate what will. The no&leAa- 
thor of Cbara&eriftich* firft in Date, and 
longed in Vogue, hasfeveral Flings at Mira- 
cles as: good-for-nothing Proofs; though it 
muft be acknowledged a greater Miracle than 
all that are reported in the Jewifbpv Cbri- 
fiian Inftitutes ; that either of thofe Religions, 
oppofing the reigning darling Vices of Man- 
kind, (bould be received in the World, with* 
out Miracles to introduce them at the firft : 
But in a Traft publilhed afterwards, he fpeaks 
jnbre openly. " Let it be your chief Endca- 
" vour jto make Acquaintance with what is 
<c Good i that by feeing perfectly, by the Help 
€t of Reafon, what is Good, and what Itt 9 
u you may prove whether that, which is 
cc from Revelation, be not perfe&ly good and . 
€c conformable to this Standard. For if fo t 
u 'the very End of the Gofpel proves it Truth. 
" Ar)d thaf , which to the Vulgar is only prove- 
f f able j>y Miracles, and teachable by j>ofitiv& 
j " Precept* 
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<< Precepts and Commands, to the wife afed 
" virtuous is demonftrated by the Nature of 
" the thing. So that how can we forbear to 
" give our Affent to thofe Do&rines, and that 
<c Revelation which is deliver'd to us, and 
" enforced by Miracles and Wonders ? But to 
€€ us, the very Teft and Proof of the Divineaefs 
€C and Truth of that Revelation, is from the 
u Excellence of the Things revealed: otherwife 
" the Wonders themfelves would have little 
u EffeGt or Power j nor could they be tho- 
cc roughly depended on, were we even as 
" near to them, as thofe who lived a Thou*- 
u fand Years fince; when they were frefhly 
€€ wrought, and ftrong in the Memory of 
« Menf. 

Before I leave this Author, who has 
led the Van of modern Deifm for many Years, 
and is, perhaps, the fubtleft Adverfary that 
ever wrote againft Chriftianityj I would 
obferve that his pernicious Defign is fo deeply . 
and artfully laid, as to be undcrftood only by 
the initiated; and commonly miftaken, nay, 
fometimes applauded, by very honeft Chri- 
ftians. Being thorough Mafter of his own 
Scheme, he begins his Sap at Chriftianity, by 
undermining natural Religion. He impercepti- 
bly betrays Virtue under an infinuating Appear- 
ance of fawning Love and Friendship for it, 
and carries on the Attack the more fuccefsfully 
under the Cover of two popular Sentiments, to 

+ Several Letters by a N. Lord to a young Man at the Unl- 
verfity, fag. 32. 

both 
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both of which I have allowed all the true 
Stafe, and Religion that can belong to them. , 
i. Affe&ion for the Publick. 2. The Love of 
Vkfue fir Virtues Saie$ and, at the fame 
Time/ vilifies future Rewards and Pamfli- 
ments, throwing them out of his Scheme ; 
though they a&ually, and perpetually are the 
vital Reafons and Obligations of all true 
Morality, as it is Religion ; and fo by fub- 
Vefting the real Foundation, effectually de- 
ftroys the Thing Virtue, and leaves nothing 
but the Name. 

I Have alfo detected his other ill Defigns 
againft Chriftianity, in other Parts of his 
Writing, and offer d the proper Remedy- And 
by that time the Reader has gone thro' both 
Volumes, I doubt not but he will find abundant 
Reafons for giving up the modifh Idolatry of 
worfhipping his Opinions, and adoring the fine 
deceiving Imagery of his falfe, deformed Sen- 
timents. 

The Author of Chriftianity as old, &c. 
likewifc enters his proteft againft any Eviction - 
from Miracles, and condefcends, at the fame 
Time, to fet forth, what it is that muft fatis- 
fy him and his Difciples. Befides ridiculing 
them*, he declares, " Without judging Reli- 
€t gion by its internal Marks there is nothing 
€i but Miracles true or falfe, if they are belie v- 
€i ed, (and where are they not ?) will have 
*' the fame Effect : Nay, if Miracles can be 
*f perform'd by Evil, as well as by good Be- 

•P<p-«77> i*«- 

u ings, 
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€C ings, . the Worft Religion may have moft 
€C Miracles, as needing them moft *" Would 
* c no.tChriftiaos themfelves think it fufficient 
€t Proof of ja Religipn's not coming from Gbd> 
€c if it wanted any of thofe internal Marks, 
u by which the Truth of all Religion is to be 
<c tried, without enquiring into its Miracles or 
" any other external Prooff" " The Good of 
€c Mankind is the Teft, the Criterion or inter- 
<c nal Evidence, by which we are to judge J." 
And he infifts.upon " reading the Scripture 
<c with the Freedom of aflenting or difient-* 
<c iftg; jiift as we judge it agrees or difagrees, 
€< with the Light of Nature, and the Reafonof 
" Things \\." That we are <c not to be- 
" Jievfc the Do&rine, becaufe continued in 
€C Scripture ; but the Scripture on Account 
" of theDoa^ines4.. ,, 

Anp as this is an Age that will acquiefce, 
and be govern'd by nothing but Enquiries in- 
to the NATURE OF THINGS, lam 
willing, to take all the Diiciples of thefe two 
great Matters at the Word of their Principals. 
And, in order to oblige them as far as I can, 
in relieving their Complaints, that Nobody 
has (hewn them, and they cannot of them- 
felves perceive the Rea/bns, the Excellency, the 
internal Evidence of the three Pofitives of 
Chriftianity which they ftick at; and where-' 
on they find fuch Strefs is laid, that there is 
no Chriftianity without them, viz. the Ufe 
and Benefit of a Mediator, and the Ufe and Be- 

*Pag. 169. ^Pag. 181. %Pag. 385. §Pag 201. 

+ *V3p. oefic 
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nefit of the Sacraments inftituted by -him. 
Thefe, fay they, the Chriftians call Myftcries, 
and they keep them fo, for any thing we can 
learn by them, or concerning them, worthy of 
God to appoint, or engaging of that great Good, 
the Salvation of Man, to embrace and comply 
with. They feem to be unanimoufly of this Opi- 
nion, 

" Shew us once plainly and particularly 
" even with the Help of your Revelation, 
<c that intrinjick Evidence, Fitnefs, &c, of 
cc thofe Things, which you have fo long aad 
" fo often declined, and we will become the 
" Chriftians you defire us, and no longer 
" think meanly and flightly of, or any more 
" look upon that Religion with Indifference 
€C or Contempt. We will never after that, 
<c repeat our Cavils againft the Miracles j 
€< much lefs the Prophecies and their Accom- 
c< pltfhment, which it boafts of; we will as 
cc readily grant the Record of ir, as fuck, to 
<c be as genuinely and authentickly convey 'd 
€< down in all its original Defign, as Xeno- 
44 phoris memorable Things of Socrates in its 
€€ Defign ; who declares almoft every Thing 
44 upon the Evidence of what he had feen, 
" and heard himfelf ; and that there is as 
" much Harmony in the Evangelifts, as in 
" Xenopbon and Plato, relating the Deeds and 
€t Difcoufes of their Mafter. We will drop 
<c the Pretence of the Enthufiafim of the firft 
€€ Chriftians ; the Fate and Ncceflity of Hu- 
€t ipan Adtions ; our Fleers at Jome Explana- 

fc< tions 

. Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



xiv The Introduction, 

* tions of the Doctrine of the Trinity ; our 
€C fatyrital Strokes likewife for depreciating, 
* c by making all Priefts alike ; the late amuf- 
€€ ing Fable tor confounding Good and Evil j 
€t the Pbilofopher*s Prayer; and the Defign of 

* publifhing the fecond Part of Cbrijliamiy as 
€< aid, &e*. having, in Truth, foent all our 
€t Forces in thtjirfi Volume. All thefe we 
• c will immediately call in, and put a Stop to : 
« c for every one of them, in their Turns, were 
« c direfted to nothing etfe, but to keep up and 
« f increafe the Spirit of Diflike and Oppofi- 
cC tion, and to bait and teaze the Chriftians 
<c with, till they vouchfafe to come to the 
w Point ; and aflbrd «s that Evidence we are 
* c in -Queft of, and they have been fo very 
<c fparing in. Let them once produce the i«- 
" ternal Marks of the Goodnefs of thofe 
4< Things ; it will render their external Notes 

and Proofs of the Truth fiiperfluous to us : 
Give us their intrinfick Evidence and Excel- 
** lence, according to the true Nature of 
" Things, if it is difcover'd by their Revela- 
" tion, and if it is true what is faid of it, that 
u the Chriftian Revelation has difcover'd the 
Goodnefs y as well as the Truth of all Things 
pertaining to Life and Godlinefs ; Chriftians 
may then not only pretend, but prevail in 
" making Profelytes of us; feed us with 
u Reafon, as well as all Faith, in thofe Things, 
<c and we will return to the Fold of the great 
<' Shepherd and Bifhop of Souls ; as many of 

•See**, N°. 118. 
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* us ^8 do indeed prefer Truth to FaUhood, 
<c Safety to Hazard, and a Life of Reafon and 
" Order, before the ignoble and irregular 
« Gratifications either of Senfe, or of Spirit. 

" Shew us our natural Religion, which 
€i we fo juftly value and love even to a Jea- 
loufy, rendered more pra&icable to the 
«* Conduft and Comfort of human Capacity, 
"by Je/us Cbrifti by Faith and Myjiery, 
" by nis multiply'd Means, Aids* Motives, 
<€ Helps; then you may juftly call the Sin- 
" centy of our Pretentions to that natural 
€f Religion in Queftion, if we any longer 
" negled to embrace him, and with him, and 
" through him, the beft Ways and Meant 
V in the World, to the beft End in the World. 
€t After you have felly reliev'd our Queries, 
(C with refpedt to thefe principal Defiderata ; 
c< and our Curiofity as to Chnft appearing no 
" (boner ; and fairly fatisfy'd our Minds, which 
4< will be fatisfy'd with nothing but the Rea- 
son of Things in Matters of Duty perpetu- 
ally obligatory to a rational Agent, we (hall 
be ready to own, nay, you will force us to 
" confefs another Sort of Meaning 5 and from 
< € our inward Sentiments acknowledge, that 
cc there is indeed a favoury Senfe, and a 
u faving Ufe in Chriftianity : And even join 
<c you in extolling the Wifdom and Favour, 
(< and admiring the Divine Beauty and Ex- 
" cellency of that Inftitution. And if any af- 
"ter that continue D E I S T S, in a Chri- 
" ftian, efpecially in any Proteftant Country, 

a you 
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<( you may take it forjgranced, and you (half 
" have us For Witnefles againft them, that, 
cC their Boaft of Virtue, and the Religion of 
<€ Nature, is in Reality, what it has been ge-, 
<c nerally reckon'd, viz. as to its Pretence, 
u * Hypocrify j as to its Performance, impra<Stica- 
" bie j and as to its Hopes, defperate." 

T o oblige, I fay, fo large a Number of 
diftinguilh'd Oppofers in their importunate, 
and not unrcafonable Demand, I have difpofed 
the following Sheets into a View of giving 
them the Satisfaction they are fo defifous of V 
and, as I go along, both candidly cite, and an- 
fwer their Obje&ioris, ia Hopes to take a Way' 
all Excufe from future Infidelity. That, in Cafe 
Deifm flibuld hereafter appear in a Prote- 
Jiant Country, it may appear in its proper 
Colours, to be the Refult and Confutation 
not of Virtue and Morality, but of Wilful- 
nefs and Wickednefs ; not of Reafon and fin- 
cere Inquiry, but of Art and Defign ; or the 
prevailing Succefs of the fecret Artifices of 
Popery. 

To attain this valuable End in a per foicu- 
ous Method, I have thrown the View of Re- 
ligion into the moft clea^ Profpe<ft of Ends 
and Means j by ; the Help of which, every 
Thing appears in its true Proportion ; every 
Thing falls into Order, and ranges itfelf into 
the proper Place and Precedence, Dignity 
and Importance, life and Defign, which God 
and the Nature of Things have allotted to 
them ; The Difference and Value far every 

Precept, 
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Precept, the Zeal and Moderation f6r' any 
Parts of feligiori, (though they^ are of a teem- 
ing equal Obligation* by being indHcrirninate~ 
ly commanded J appear by this Light in their 
dtftin& Degrees and Sizes : Ignorance being 
equally as improper a Mother for Zeal, as it is 
of Devofyjm. Whilft FAITH in the Me- 
diator m\\ no lefs glorioufly, than confpicu- 
ouflyprcfent itfelf in its Divine Station, fully 
informing us of all Things proper for us to'- 
know* and do ; in order to influence, enliven, 
and effe&uat? every Thing in Morality and Re- 
ligion. And/ if we will join it with oup 
pwn Endeavours, it offers to life us fallen 
and impotent up to Heaven, and after railing 
to fumcient, itinerant Joy, from confclous . 
Fear and Guilt, ftate us there in our higheft 
Happineis. • That in the Face or Perfon of 
Jefus Cbrift, as in a Mirror, we may all 
nvith open rase heboid the Honour and Glory 
ofGoa, in the Illuftration of all his Perfec- 
tions, the Peace of Gvd on "Earth, and Good 
Will towards Men, jn the Relief of all their 
Wants, and the Addition of all the Benefits 
they are either capable of wiihing, or enjoying. 

Like all the Works of God, fo won- 
derful is the Divine Symmetry, fo exceeding 
admirable and exalt the Acquitment and Re- 
conciliation of the Powers of changeable t 
peccant Mortals to the never changing At- 
tributes of God, by this Medium ! Oh ! that 
this impcrfedk, tinpradifed Pen could reprefent 
the hundredth Part of the adorable Wifdom, 
Goodnefs,, ,and Beauty of this Mediatorial 

Vol. I. b Scheme % 



Scheme, it would jeyery wherp be acknow r . 
ledgeq'to 1* as'riiuch iibyontf Ih^^ffiBiiityj 
ofaiiy! Human fnVehfjotf? : as'it'is aWe, fiuma'n' 
I^feftf aiid l ih^'>iiild' hot \x\ u 'm6m\ 

Kgion, tJut:" would 2 faitl do^n^atftHrorfliip,'- 
M6 l O&r/^»:Sfen^;llii ^4^%^?^^'^ 
fov fomuch Love l infeti<jlng pis Son into the/ 
WorW' 'for" tHe'^klvation^^.'kedcinSaoii' 

tkrtofi ' : - -'i;** • . k . ' r : •'-"• 1r :;^fy x '] 

c ' And as. this ^'Conhevion ' d*F ^eaiis 1 ^ and, 
Etods, nidi as it is,' iSea'frVd Orf in a 'Scries to 1 



jferufeiftfoe ,,„ r . , 
• fye thinks of judgment/ not tio : forgjiit Mercy! 
altcfbroper Allowance t'o the 'fecfl'fi^iy''rh"a : t J: 



kn'oW of, in this Kind?' Perhafe! bjJtJSwWay; 

fbfhe true Atfprehsnfions. foay b&fetded, many 
7\„;,k'„ w»i:±t^ j*ai*.«. ■ <L;. »i5l- M ^ J L'*.>i 




ligio/i. ,"' 

"A^Dlf'the/W Notion jmd'Acc'buh't of 
Idolatrj is lifefe laid ' downl 'die Vdpijl 
will'nevef be -abUT fo t '^h^imMP^ the'' 
CliafgV of it; "^jftrou't a keftrirfMjdk;* /It' i$ 
a> 'melancholy '^tefe'ction, c yet, '. Wha^ good 
Chriftfen can help miking it) Th : at 9 tw6 fne 
groffeft 'Abfurdfties in the Wortd/P^gR Y, 
ajid p E t S M, "fliovrld" make . a /Prbgf efs r in a • 
learned, Protectant "Cbuntry^ the BiiTWark'of 
the^eformation,' and of every valuable Liberty. 
( But #herc-ever petfm increafes, the other op- ; 
;'•'• v> "* ' ' 't ''■' ' :; tfortunely' 
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Jtortunely enlarges its deftrudtive Views, and 
facilitates its peftilent Purpofes % becaufe in 
(etioeS fid Truth, they naturally and readily 
. broduce eaofc father by the Elafticlty of rheif 
innate Principles, as I haVe evidently (hewn *i 

T* ifA t God ftieukl be iri CArj/? reconfciiing 
the World to kimfelf, and that Man (hbuld 
betaken into him, becoming the jSto* of Ma* 
in anr extraordinary intotaceiveable Manlier, 
as he wafc* before Sort of God\ gives an Idea of 
the. moft impartial, compleat ? 'adequate Me-* 
btATOR, that can ever be thought of either by 
God, ttr-Mah} perfe&ly well agreeing with 
the Rteafon arid Nature of l^hings, as it does 
With die Scriptures 1 reVealihg them* 

Foi cKfe Caufe, St. Jabri tarty juftly 
appeal^ tie that believetb that jfe/us ^tho-Sod 
of Man] ts affo tfc Son of God, HAS THB 
Wff^tESS IN HIMSELF: provided- 
ire does, but take it into the Confideratioil 
of r his; reafoning Mind, his Mind fobferibes 
tb the fmrinfitkTteafonablenefs, and is entirely 
fatisfy'd in the Wifdom of fuch a Mediator 
Mi all t&eAfpe&s, in every Refpeft of God, 
ahd o( Man j being fo admirably founded in 
tfee Ifetnre oPThingSj for compleating thd 
Reconcfliatiott'-of Man to God* andfGed to 
Man, and bringing with it the moft munificent 
intended Gift of God, eternal' Life j which . 
Life beirig itibisSon, and givfen of God by .him, 
is called the Record that God gave of bis Sony 
(the ^rcateft Record of an entire Reconciliation^ 

*♦ Vol.IL »i 5, 2^g. • $« Vol 1. ifK}, 267. how v«y well 
they, agree together. 

b 2 r*A°ft 
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xx The Introduction. 

mod undoubtedly, in all the World;) aod£# 
that believetb it not \ [being fo very reafonable 
and advantageous in itfelf] maketb God a Lyar f 
to be neither good, holy, juft, or wife* 
and Jefus to be no Advocate or Mediator. 

The Apoftle i John v. 20. fays, we know 
the Son of God is wme, *and has given us ax 
Under/landing, that we may know trim that 
uTRUE: and we are in him that is TRUE, 
even in bis JSon Jefus Cbrijt; 'Admitting 
iK$bivov to refer to *r«p*x*i|W, Chap. ii. i. pre- 
ceding (which, I think, carries fo plain and 
obvious a Connexion in the Apoftle's Ar- 
gument, that it muft be admitted, as mean- 
ing the true Advocate or Mediator) hi$ Con- 
chifidn is admirably ftrong and exa&Ly beau- 
tiful, this is true God % and eternal Life i Ik- 
tie Children keep yourfehes from Idols. Be- 
. caufe Idolatry, the Thing difiisaded from, 
confifts in applying to falje Advocates and 
Mediators, in Oppofition, Negle&, or Ig- 
oorance of Jefus Cbrijl> the <ww, only . true 
Mediator. 

Neither is the Divine Wifdom and 
Prudence in appointing this only Mediator 
in Exclufion of all others, de&gngd in the 
leaf}, to inform God of the State and Con- 
dition of Man, or put bim in Mind of any of 
his Wants, or Miferies, as if he was wanting 
in Difioftion to redrcfs and fave; but to give 
Life tQ the forlorn State of his unpraitts'd 
Repentance, to direct and conduit his deje&cd 
Prayers, recover and re-admit him to Accefs 
and Intercourfe with God in a manner be- 
coming, 
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The 1st K9D'U-<M*i6ifL xxi 

doming, and, through a Medium both adorn*-* 
log *od . fofteniog thp trtiaendouf Majefty 
aodHolinefs of Sis Nature. H6w immedi-i 
ately and effectually- does this Method con- 
vince JH*D. of hia qwj* great Wwhleflbefs by 
ftgftn of hte'.o&n .nwtnifbid^Siw,, and of 
the great OdiovjfncKs of the »fatbc«.tq Qodi 
ahd upon -due. Confideration, demonftrawq 
th&t. there caa be no Approach to hi* putfo. 
fpptlefs NfctuFe,; ori aiy Fovgitanefs $£ Sin* 
in any other Method . cowpaira Wq \o I hi& ? . ; • : j 
^.■BBftAflu thisbdvinceab *bat^y<HherMe* 
<ho^ gr any .kfcu Exuberance of GdodfteJa 
and Mercy to ,tha Sinner, tbcwgh ;Ooodnsfl 
audMeray are, neve* fi> gr^t in God, wouki 
be mvprovidertt, muft need* bc.unjuft to his 
other. Attributes; a* welhas: give Encourages 
meat to that iDifobodience to his La w^, iad 
fo*h#: Oppofio&n.wbisGlojyartdDefigns, 
mco&fuk\«g the, general Hippinefs of Maflk 
kied, which & infinitely hateful b his Sights _; 
-How clearly does this- condefcendii^:Me^ 
tbodinftrufit, argqsbtm into, and convince bh»; 
if he will think tt all, of th$ tr**N#frne te*b 
oSGod^andMan ? Of MarTa great Ignoranoe.oi 
hisnfelf, attheJameXime, of hisjnw^ffary Dfc* 
peodaccc Ajppnrhi^Crcator for th* Knowledge 
©f thcrrueWa^LtD::hirF^v(nJJ,,and of the bift 
^caasi to. hiswwaFj&licity ;, A&d.bf the ruinod* 
Folly of conceited, . independent, Jttjft&ienfiy-ito 
pretending to an/hsppy State*, or w prpvidefof 
hsmleif, in Contempt o£ itadDjre&qwa^Q^-r 
lifica&ons of.tbt : fMgrfm;ftom!4l>MiKfhc I>ecU> 
taiion>^d>Co*dkicte3,.wkmhi God^ho.jmd* 
-J... *J;2* i b 3 him 
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him in fcttebsfcw* *-%r <H%tfrir^fs, ! Md ~w>utd 
fcire hrai fallen iaw> Si it, frojn ihim£lf enftafptf 
to tiwt v awd 'Error, .•.tot^rai^^riiappinefi) ha* 
gracioufly rivddfcbnaw^ utita^iutn? •■ a- \i :?n 
X'JFo* thbfe DeckffaJtbro *■<*: made knowtv 
ih> the =W«y"4)f- Ctonatit,' binding even <5a# 
feJmfelf, aw* ;up4rt metered Candtao**'/ 
p*c into trie B«w«r of Man, under *I4 ihi# 
Fraittyvioi-JAilttf ***>** jjiir Gbft%'.:+kb 
\t'\Ma* a* tw41 r ft$ G*d,. ii >tbe ^Afriiatbr «f* 
that Ckvenam, ifcnd fees >tb^che iNrrfdrwpiicBi 
e4^^MNw»3Gaifl 4»er*toiafly:SWuriiyi8br, 
Malt's Ha>ppiocf»j C&A there Wa^yAlaorirfyw 
kfeettefift ffiyfettopwafiipfdji, <H> Ipcfc6u*he 
etf,< wW niftied,* tt».fee-co|B)ft«*4.ia)vtbfc c^h. . 
ttdufly Wtt^<th&rfte*^%JRH?, tbiveafyVBftJ 
d8^Hd1^1M^nfel^?^BiJP3l<<fci**ar>fc» 
irtlntrodutt^n(houtda«c(inittip«re. ' ? " -•. t 
<<t<fk>ti i^irwwr of RerntfBon qf;6ln6,iind 
the ! Fai«>*rW{ Got], ioonft(Jcc*te tjwwj warty? 
Skte *«• JiHiflJfaiir r and . of <ctat fJuoiber iter*' 
foifc htfitoms^io Ktegtee of "InitfukyV Mew ire 
ft&ltfblf iguii»)/jof *gairtft; i&ft»;CWltA i df iifa&t 
6VwJ *<3cJfifciWc©f'TJahd ,4c the'. &me ,f Biiato 
«©HfeteQ|;:^biir ?h'<tirI/fuWrc tHappindV^e? 
r^fcry,'^4>*ft iceOajoiy Jdc^pwjds iupQD the*! 
being forgfcurii, io> nor i&igiveni r * 5dorte| 
it ' 'the ; gfleiwft«e«H»icirtiind) importance, In 
«*H> wh<ak* ftttotld.i to ' -eiojy, M«b Being] 
ta^ whTtis W**-^?^ &rhi*U*!ioorpal Seajd of 
JftftLtftnilft itfofe iafiflitely gwitor: Q0g&tjjmq 
. th^6^l*iBB^juamdine«jfE)Bjnuiboi . :&i»4 
Dl^&ilDQ-of vbe x^eA'u^ui&e WtfobniJ 
fttoibdcsli^fecat tonwwuifirancke^af efataicA 
ff;::i r o iocftimable 
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ItMiMftg 1 jJktiiiGttike ' 6£ teoOdtfefs; 7 ' alia 
TJeidfyW^'tftebufneYs 1 i"xtiirii6 whb given* 
fife 'afro 1 keafoh, mould cbriaefcenfl' to etogdge 
khtf&fr&'tfteaw, 'taaflUrfeihfeMJAa'olfMai 
by Contrast and Conveyartci'tit Rig&K bF,the 
Haf>pi6#so2matLrfein. fts'everhtftini State; 
jrtrift&Ji&hioti bf <&eym£a'r<ttforiabTe Law 
iuife'd b pto.ratWnat Waftrife; irnng tlWrLtbetfy 
hefiis|iVetf"As^cottfihfe tojWe Dfre&ori Of the 
ft&fofrfie'Mgsfre' M'i ana again renew'd ihd 
fcfiM&f tfpbnus. rv - s "7 ' " . : ' - .; - : I 
CJW^is^NitY, J tfte:»fey f ptreM Qfanah?, 
bWhotnfng.clfein Mfte^tfatftn, (as is clearly 
flemteite'd in «thefl|IHWHHg Paces) but-/^ 
H^til&tiifrfthiiry Reafofracnlichty fu'^eradded 
to thfe'^^Ke^dti given' tintb Many which is 
fcar\#$ W V<? CoveHarte cohfdoufly b6Hgin£ 
evero 6'4'fe % d art unherfd Obedience to tUie Law 
of JFaftJ, k&bfd«Vgtb the^plalri Di&atesdf that 
ctlftkate'd KeM'j nijietaaded'/I fay, for the Re- 
ftef ofali me* Watf ventures;- and Redemption df 
everf Msforrune mcrirrd'by'Man,' in the State 
of his bounden Obedience 1 to-that Law. of the 
firtfc Covenant: And as eve"ry Mah living fe cdn-f 
fcibus of his failings j in difobeyirig that Law, ye* 
firmly pdfrfuaded likewlfe -of the Ooodnefs of 
Go# to forgive him \nfome Manner; whoever, 
according to the Creed of Mature, bdljcves him 
a Rertifrdft-ofthofe /^diligently Jeek bim ; the; 
unavoidable Tranfgrefllon pf that Law in Fact, 
and^he infallible Hoimefs and Goodne&of God 
in Thebry, in a Manner dhclofes; and witlj( 
the leaft Hint of Revelation, infers the Law 
of Faitb t ie, the jhwti* Covenant, or Goffil 

••' b 4. r- Of 

T Digitized by CjOOgle 



xxiv The luraODUcifrioiA 

of the Mediator: and as well: foppofe* the 
common Bcoefit of it to thofc who do -oat ex* 
plicitly know it, as it defcrvedly excludes tfcofc - 
from the Grace thereof^whol^owiiiglywgcd" 
ir, and its Mediator, v . 

Yet, alas! fo it is ; ever fince Sir J$m* 
Jsfewton has baqiih'd x\kt open Prpfeftion of 
<4tb**J*tby his incomparable peroonftration of 
God *nd Order in the Frame of the Univeriei 
tho' the Namehz^ beep poHtickly chang'd, yet 
joining other Streams from (he wn»e Fopaiaiq 
of Evil, has ocegfom'd * prodigious Torrent - 
of Deifm to overfaw this Age *. Wherein* fo 
many thiak it a Glory to their Names, aodanj 
Of nameot to their free Spirit to be counted in 
thai Profeffion ; riotdefinng to have it though; 
that it w^s ever &ipt of them, that they ever 
believed one Word of Je/us Cbriji+ Ah Age I 
whereia the Notion of Qfivenant an4 Mediator 
is idmofl dropp'd in not a few modern Expla- 
nations of Chriftianitv; notwhbftandiog the 
runnfog,Style aod Tide of the New > 'Tjjtqment 

^Mr.AUiJcM in one of h\£ excellent Sft&ators hasobierved, 
tha^M th^^i^ has noefi?WKi 4ns Poftte«ablt, and is therefore re- 
" tir'd into Detfim, ap4 a J^eiief of Reyeafd Religion on); : . 
" but the Truth of if is, the greatcft Number of thofe Set of 
f ■' Men, -ire thofe ■who for want of a Virtuous Education, of 
". Examinjjf tJ^Gtoumk of Religion, know fo very. little of xh« 
** flatter in jjaeition, that their -Infidelity is but ahotjier Term 
*». -fcr fhciir Jghorance* And a little after " If our Modern Infidels 
H confider'd thofe Matter* w^rh that Candour and Sertoofnefs 
" which ttay deferye f wp ihoujd not fee them ad with (ach a 
** Spirit of Bitternefs, Arrogance and Malice : 'fhey would not 
« be "raifiBg fuch mfigniWnt Cavik, Doubts, iadiScruplei, rax 
*f nu^beg^edagajnli^eyery ri»^ttoi*nc«capable.ofMat^ 
"' marical ±)emonfl.ration, in order tp unfettk the Mjnds of the 
•• Ignorant, difturb the pufelick Peace, fubvert ■ Morality* and 
•f alum ail Things^*© .VgMfcfe* %ftd fiifenler » 
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ia.tbtor HfDdsv may, and in Truth "ought t« 
bcoanflatetl, New Covenant*, as, ja plain in, 
iefeif, and agreed by the .Learned*. The 
Nes» Qwenaot, bring the Source of -God'a 
Proraifes, as they are the Fountain of.aU Re-, 
vekribn, bow. can they, who&,Chara$erHr,ick 
it is -iqfrMg out of their Trea/urt Things new. 
aadaH. find any .other Divine Treafure but 
the. Qldi&d. New- Gonwuwt> fruitful as it is o£ 
all MoraUcy aoid Godliness, of all Edification, 
in Knowledge and Praftioe, to bring their 
Things out of? Foraftnuch as. it ja the only 
certain Standard for re&ifying tboie vague No- 
tions, Mid fond Theories. of the Goodmfs of 
God* whereon the modern Deifts erecl: their, 
uohappy Syfteav aud from which they all 
(triye, and always ojtei! to maintain their £!£ 
deceiving, Arguments, as I have abundantly 
(hewn.. in t&e following Pages; and for re- 
nvoyin^DAiny, \f not rooft Miftajces UfcewUe 
anioo^- Ckriftkifr 4nd if bringingr them 
thenoijvould weaker ibe.Chtiftian Religion to 
its primitive Ufe'.ang Efficacy, St/ength aniC 
Beauty, ^tfce. top great \NcglecV pf doiqg it* 
mud neceflarily, in. Concurrence with other 
Caufes,., draw. after Jt.' the .haifaing. Decline 
(without tlje.Mlance of fome to put a Stop,' 
at this.p-ifis) qf the true primitive Spirit and 
Notion,. ..Obligation , and 'tendency , of. - that 
woft excellent, and above aUotherSi incom* 

„" S 2L Vot| AS3^^nft*dof dividing the Bitte into OUmA 
«F" *r *> *f >itn)Atf%i withr8uhmi$on, be more properly ditti* 
8nifli'di«of/^aiid*<»*/VoL of theJV«wC#v«M»/ 5 and as the &- 
mdfV.of the nioft valuable Writings does, dr (hould exceed the 
/& in throwing mo^UgJa pjKfc ittSabjea, f» k«in the Sacred. 

parable 
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ft&ft hisyW^nhr Bbpk* c . ^ffee -'fcbgttg 
« to 1 Gate the ttght CrouHtfto to Ho*pe?attd 
« dittos bf : SaWat*<bH;'aiiVf fia^i^t?fea?'aiid 




fiHjr intd it, w,ho 
* und^fe&d- this' ft&t&jlfe itf w^ eS$nr* 
" : H re M tftie, 'that Hie eMffl&tm^rUi 
ftedeitittton 'of the Wdritt by fe ■'#/«&. tftJ 
tfre' Center jtf-'Mi.tJiei-ihfe^aha tfce glbM 
capital ^bje&'both of tfte 1 Lkrn^r^^M 
ifracheh of the* fceligion bYfclirfft, ' tpt'fothM 
tfce GdftCdciife of every Cfcrtftfcm frdm'dfead 
V^oHcs^HjHs at a 'v&f lb'w''Ebb, a-fhbtfg'tHbYe* 
who ani'ffehbideh ip the'tfaine, whlftflt f» 
fni a true Appreherrtiori; '^dit real fifcrie^tff' 




$K<# %>bl#nV We in 3 an r (i«ft Vat^jN 
/ftftft. '': imimtidhsl ''' W& -cWtuketf " aid 
ih^n^edi tffl-goodl • K-ho^dge: tV> 'ftWTantf 
Defig#_q^ corftraty. • to v Goodhefs -' '1% 
IMttB Tvitth in Unrt0TMjh-}fs'i they DrofrgW 
into- the .Religion of. the Means ait- Sorts 
of Strpcrftitton and Idolatry fike*- an ; 1fltH£ 
dation, carrying Phil6jljpbet;s down, the ^'ftacri? 

• . * floral Cbur^<, jABdWou, 1 pag: ^47. • ■ "' <; '^ 
-...'; with 
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ffttfc iifawd&n s apd lib*, thb iroTgai^ **$l 
with Utet a .Flood of rc^Isr^iigic?! .afi^lt^ 
molality. JFtir the &*&$*% ef JMs mrit* 
fyginnigg tfi Sfintudl \^$ikm^ v 2^rt^^ 
*K#tmjf: tbem\ tbe.Gtrruptiop vf'fyft *f . J$8 
t\oy^ AOtwkhftandiag the Kbotriedge of^^fel 
QbnfK ilteMeJifittf of the New Covmm &* 
tvfttfiGod arid Man, together with the Eiftl 
JM>d PUrpc^iUldiaid Atylioatktodf ^fefe»:ft» 
1*9 dote, imi ftiii dries for our Sftl^jrtfon, if* 
Cfauty tcVtaVd, . aod partfcribily fee dbWtt jk 
Hply Scripture, as plaints W6tds*»tt-ikato§ . 
thctfi : A«* xtocwkhftandiog, fihw that jtttt-J 
pla Jtevelatita at divers Tim*s, arid b dHtfc* 
re*& Marnier*, thaOjaitiration 6f that Media- 
tor* atoA'tffck/IU^i^^ might mamfeftly 
appear . x<x>ttf* Vprefent wife GcAetetion, £ta- 
loulljr 'JbQwficrre ?ftdr the .t«^u Xrc« Reltgkrt> 
to be founded, upon the exaSeft Ftfnefe &bx$ 
way, that HuBpgh Reafon *ca& > pdS Wy - pro- 
pojrrioir nv.aiuk adjuft ,b# tha #•»*' jSfotttM 
of%bing$ 7 . 1 maao the I^ai^k !of Ga^ artd tha 
Naturp:of ^fo% as now* trulyvand fufly difcen 
v^red to human Under landing, for rtwtki^^ 
impar del Judgmerit what »;' ; And i&uti be Ihfe' 
only true JlpHgionr . acceptable * t«- ©6d; tfn<f 
pr^fira We to ■ Man ; pepfcftl^ foitablef to'ihci 
moral Aipcfrarid Charaflarof fheifcnfc^-atf 
Ifr/y, J«/? y and GW; m& ne 'tifs- foitahle, 
whHft k is ipifptaaUaUf benefitfial to the litter, 
a$ *froil % poumt, dependent Creature-. Ne- 
vctrheiefe, by owe iageaibbi Detice 0* otfeer, 
either being .wife *&wtf : tuiStf/ is writ fen, of 
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JtXVUl HejHTROOUCTIQN/ 
fieri gf what & written ; or not fufl&ciemly 
qOflfidcring and appealing UkewiTe to the* mi* 
Nature, mral^ State, and Conftitetiw of 
things* koowaUe to die Reafon of Man* the 
8»e Chr iftiantty, the mod* wife and admfra- 
H* Religion of the Mediator Jejus Gbriftj is 
very much enervated of late, greatly diffipa- 
fitdaad diftanc d from its true intention, in<f 
©JUcmUy fruftwtedof its beft Effc6b and Corn- 
et j. ,h»t always has been rejected by lbs 
tkifi* ftom a Livelinefi of Wit, Cattleflaefi 
of Temper, Want oi Reading, and Confide* 
fftfcn, according to the Character, given by 4 
fcppofed Deift of King Ciwr^ II. « ^ w 
" /& K/flg'j Retitiortt it was more J>dfmtkan 
fc Ptytryi which be owed .more 4o. the <Livtfc 

* nejiof bis Parts, andCareleffnefsof bistfm- 
«< /*r /An* «i/&?r 6? Reading, or much Gat/Me-* 
V ftfJM*.". -■ * ; i > :: ^ ^ 

For the better remedying andi preventing 
this great Evil, the Charge acid Advice of u 
IBoft judicious Prelate, is particakriy wife^ 
and conftantljr neceflary* M Though wis tfeui* 
c( that ooe Ead of Cbrift^ coming, was, t6 ot&t 
*' reft the falfc Glofles and Interpretations off 

* theqjoral Law, and, in Cohfequetftg ther$- 
iC of, one End of his inftitutmg^a Miniftry 
'Smuft be, to prevent the Retain of tbofc 
l( Abufes, by keeping up inkbeMiads of Men 
lC a true Notion of natural Religion, and a 
<c juft $cnfe of .their Obligation to the Perform 
<c mance of moral Dirties ; yet it is alfo true, 
<) that the mii* End ; of his coming, was to 

* Buckingham^ WqsU^ T: H. page 75. 

^ c eftablifh 
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The bJTapDUCTiou. xxix 

^j&ftaMifh 2. new Covenant with Mankind, 
? founded upoo new Terms and new Pro* 
? . mifcs; to fhew us a new way of obtaining 
^Fqigifancfc of Sins, and Reconciliation to 
" God, and eternal Happmcfs; and to prescribe 
? £uk$ of greater Purity and Holinefi, by 
"tVay of. greater Degrees of Happinefs and 
? .Gliwry. . Thefe (that is, the fcveral Branches 
" rof. what we may cail the Mediatorial 
V •ScHOtMF, with feverai Duties annexed to, 
" ,al*d rtfulting. from each Branch) arc, with- 
"< out doubt,, the main Ingredient of the Gof- 
<c pel-State; thofeby which Chriftiamty ftanda 
* c diftinguilh'd fro^a all other Religions, and 
< ( Chriftians are raifed to far higher Hopes, 
" and far greater Degrees of Purity and Per- 
^fe&ion*. 

.In Pursuance of this Plan the Author of 
thefe Sheets upon this his late Undertaking* 
judging it the beft Iriqueft that call be propo- 
fed* and. she. only, true Scene that can bo 
followed after trqe Religim y has endeavoured, 
ati^i^ iKodfuLSe&fon, to ere& the Criteria*, 
aikd\4ifpky.th9folid Argument foe correcting 
What is ifalfe, and eftablifhing what h true, in 
appeal both to Reafoo, and Scripture ; which 
are; both in petfedt Harmony, Concord, and 
Cp-ipcideace, with refpedt to this true Religion. 
And fb clofe is the Alliance between Natural 
Religion ancj, Chriftianity, . and fo ftrong the 
Ratification and Accorapliihment, that every 

* Edmund Bifhop of UncoMt Charge at his primary Vifitatkm, 
1717* page 13, 1-4. This Pa&ge reprinted. See the great 
, Prefaa, page 5. Printed for #okr//, 1735. 

Argument 
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Affpiharfk ajgkkifl: the hA m 4ttf : true tmcof " 
mated Slitd, ■• though ; (hifted ! hwir fo many 
Ways t cbneltilM ftgainflr the 'firft-'alfdrand 
whatcVG* tfffbrs to Asftroy aridWteiroine ohe^ 
feas : tlte : ft*ne ! *lte Intention u^ofr tffc other. Fprl. 
ifilnuch as ekrtfcian&y » &<i ffile toeMttnsfor 
l*iiiging : ^tah* €0 Pc^eftibiy/.FdfeWif* 
dom Will ^e^^e--fciwai?S')i^-diewingk§ Jtn- 
ebriflftene^ in creating ^MRhfndcrftandJing 
bfetweeit 'Intern-, With as 44tt?fc' real Cohcer^ 
fei-'the^hdv^a? fop tftelWeii^ Whilft true 
l&iftom 1 . thit 1 comes down : frohi. above* : . Wilt 
dtftmguitfi itfeliPin rightly ,: yaIbiog, -and ft£ 
&toufly . 

t' -AH d i tfcfcatefe the- w^ferfe ''peijh $re- dx* 
ceflively jealous of 5 , and vehemently ppppfe 
every thing that looks like arbitrary \ or imri 
WHlt m Re^iorii rightly- enough ' I^a^n? 
ictg, that tfore* neither rt ? not 1 dm he apy* 
GHfernm iftrd for finding out* an- ariitrarf 
Will -of God ; : and that the l understanding* 
and unfofcfiiig 1 Things of that /Nature,, has 1 
nb\ more- to do with humaii Reafqri, ttjati* 
Sounds 1** to -do with pur Eyes, <or Cokmrs - 
vvkk- 6ur : Ba«t it may be juftly aiid-gene- 
#aHy cpncTbd6d • by all Chriftiansj that CJirl-- 
ilianity wii!~never appear to Tbefo to be fhaf 
tftie ReKgton, or reasonable Service, till 1 itj' 
^eculiar^ ' inJK fitted Parts are, fhewri to; be: 
fikewife laid : in Reafon, arid grounded irj 
th* Nature of Things, wifely : and purpofdjr 
a$>ainttd.fpz. repairing and fortifying pur 
moral and obedient. Powers, ta make them; 
more recipient of the Likenefs, and Blefling 
of God- This 
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This will ipc^nteftably appear with re-, 
foeft td thc"TWo- : SacTamefits/Ba^ff/tn t .and 1 
the i^/j' r iy^/r : i :i tHat; they are addiaphal,' 
perfonal Securities, -aftti Prqgrefle^inour Ati; 
cadyiient ttf.tfie "' W#fr ■ V theifteW CtW 



t£ie Difpenfation' $F * tHc Mediator is graitfecf 
ibid ' ^^fe^^y 1 y a y °F $<fof riant* (op^e 
^fr^r;j&^> ; ^r^ requite, folinc y&ifyft? * 
AftioTJs feecain^ i(cd?fl^ry t6 b^e' required <fli 
tbp Part;. oj£ tty& Mediator of ; it, both for je«* 
fiWo^^ 4 fi^tiati^5 W>,:aqd contimjally pre- 
ferring 'i fengibiis' Communication With thaf 
Mediator; and : for. recognizing that Covenant, 1 
&Ti&remembririg the Mediator of if in a fbleipjf 
Mannec, ): .a^6|rai f : as the fritil Condition q£ 
Hpnyatv Ofcdience requires: Hbw frivoloifc 
^chouAtlpte, Without thelekftGfound, eft* 
Grievance, are th$ Outcries of th'pfe Oppoferi 
ih l 'Ppnyerfetibpv and Writing? Unlefs* it is »* 
Grievante to -bi tjpd too ftrictlv, and in good: 
earneft, : to 'perform the Religion 'of Nature, 1 
thei? Co thu ch pretended GIpry an<JBpaft, by 
any; ne\fr acqutrpi Engagement or Covenant; 1 
and that often recognized and ¥ejk&ed upoa 
m'the mort folemn Manner and Seafonj andv 
both morally operating: firit binding; ancft. 
then roufing, lHftigating and obliging the 
•"■* : ■ '• , lnfea-! 
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ixx$ The IntrodUctiok.,, 

. infenfible Confcifence, and the forgetful {ionout 
of the Gentleman to be. true to his Promi/e 
and Engagement* for doing what is every way 
his Interpft,. a$ well as Duty to. (Jo and perform^ 
with all Sincerity. Befides anfwering their, 
Obje&ions, the^rue Notionof thofe Sacraments, 
maybe the more feafonabl? in the midfl of io 
many difFereat Opinions and t)ifputes: Andi£ 
the Deift cannot but approve of them in their 
true Ufe and Purpofe, every body elfe will 
delight in the fame, with the greater Satisfaction 
£> the Reafon of his own Mind. 
, And if that Complaint of increafing, inftead 
• qf lefleniag the Number c&, Drifts by the Weak- 
nejs oifome Attacks upon Infidelity, is punctu- 
ally endeavoured to be obviated, by going deeply 
and thoroughly to the Root of the Evil, in thq 
enfuing Treatife; the learned Readers will have 
the greater Reafon to connive at lefler Faults; 
4nd if others, perchance, meet with any valu-* 
able, unheeded Truths, .which ferve to redfcify 
Mifapprehenfions and Miftakes both in Natural 
Religion, and Chriftianity, to thank God for 
making the Author (fenfible as he is of his 
own Infirmities) the happy Instrument of put- 
ting him in mind of .them. To whbfe Blct. 
fing the Perufal of what follows is committed* 
I See the Reafon of altering the inward run-. 
ningTitle, Deijm Delineated \ in ihedppendix> p.7- 
\ Inftead of a Catalogue of their Names, (be 
few Subjcribers are defired to accept of Thanh 
for their Encouragement. 

Tho' this Edition contains Seven Sheets 
more than the firft, it is afforded at the fame 
Price, for the Good of the Publick. CHAP, 





CHAP. I. 

The Religion of the End; 

IHE Eaciftence of God being grant- CHAP, 
ed, the firft Queftion is, What is l 
Rdiffon? The Force and Power of t^Y\J 
Religo*, whence it derives, imports 
a firong Obligation^ which the Author 
of our Being has bound upon us; and which we 
tie and hind the fafter upon oar own Observance, . 
by taking it upon ourfefves, as we grow up to 
yeafs of Discretion ; and growing more and mor* 
fenfible of ks obliging Power, and of the Rea« 
fonaWeneftof our Compliance, it becomes a mu- 
tual kind of Covenant. To know the Original 
of the Religion of the End, or what Ends we 
were made to anfwer, in being made rational, 
fociable, accountable Creatures, confeious of Obli- 
gation and Duty, we muft have fecourfe to the 
Frame and Conftitution of Things : There we 
find, from the firft Creation, the three great 
Originals and Objetfa of duty and obedieace. 

Vol. I. B The 



* RiBgifiri* mmt* a rtligmulo, & a vinculo ft tt at it tji dc- 
Ju&um ; pud kommmflri Dim religavtrit, & fittate confirm*- 
irit : pus fimnre ms it ut Domni ; et obfiqui ut fatri ntcejfc 
ifl, 1m&. ftc lib. IV. cup. 28. Cicero derive* it from RHeg?, 
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2 \* DEISM Delineated. 

CHAP. ,fHE Religion of the End is infallibly true 
L and certain, and as old, indeed, as the Creation ; 

t-^VNJ bpcaufe the God of our Nature prefenta us with 
np thing but what really exifts * \ and the mutual 
Relation between Him, the reft of* Mankind, 
and Ourfelvetf, will as infallibly (hew itfelf to our 
refleding Reafon, as the Things themfelves 5 and 
the mutual Refp*ft a$fl Care of,- Engagement to, 
and Alliance general with ea£h other, thence 
refulting, cannot; be hid t- That v)riph preferves 
this Relation, is Order, or Law, to Eft as long, 
and be as invariable, as the Relation itfelf. The 
Authority which enforces the Law; k.'feftJrtto 

Qui auttm omni* 9 qua ad cukum Deerum pertin^remi^dif^mit 
fertrafiarent, fcf tanquam rehgerent, funt diQi hligjtfl \x~rtJt- 
gendo. Lib. II. de nat. deor. <viz. To read over arid filter) tody* 
ponder much, and eonfider attentively the^'Groimds -and 
Reafons of Piety and Virtue, and fo cifeftnaityv to tbt 
Purpofe, as to apply all the Means, Motives, and Helps 
in our Power for acquitting ourfelves of the Duty owing both 
'to the End and the Means, of Religion. To negleft both 
the End and the ifleans, is a State of Irteligvm* to bttend 
the End, and defpife the Means, a State, of Qeiftkat Suffici- 
ency apd Contumacy ; to prefer the Means to the Neglect of 
the End, a State of Suferftitian and Entbuftafm: each of them 
offend againft the true State of Things, not confidering them 
as they really are. Whilft true Religion, which is therefore 
true, becaufe it regards Things in their true Natwe, and in- 
tended Ufe and Application, as mad*. known unto us, coniifts 
\n the Oppoiite of the firft, and obviouily diftinguifhes itfelf to 
be, and a& in a Medium between the other two. Or, mother 
Words, in the fincere Application of the Means in order only 
to the End, and in the confcientioua Attainment of the End, 
by and through the UJe of the Means. 

* In this Kefped, nunquam aliud natura, aliudfapientiadi- 
tit. Which may be thus paraphrased : If we follow Nature, 
we are in the Road to the Wifdom that Nature teaches: the 
Reafon of Things is the Voice of Nature; and that Yoke is 
the Will of the Creator of Nature. 

f Lex De* orta, Juq jure nata. Or in the Scripture lan- 
guage rverlafling Rigbteoufttefs. 

x ' 2 fafcioned 
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fafliioncd them as they arc; his Will and Wif- CHAP* 
dom in e&aCting, and our Homage in obeying, ** 
are as apparent, as that he is our Creator, and we'^VNJ 
his Creatures. To follow or refift the Reaibn and 
Relation of Things, is therefore the fame thing 
as to follow, or refift God. In (hort, the Rela- 
tions we were made to fulfil, or the Religion of 
the End, which wa$ in the Beginning, is now, 
and ever (hall be, are contained in thefe three 
noted Branches ; our Duty and Care towards 
GOD; our NEIGHBOUR ; OURSELVES. 

T o obferve and keep thefe in the Perfection 
of our original Nature, acording to its Law and 
Order, and to conform our Will to the Divine 
Will, behaving as becomes us in thefe RefpeCts, 
is to will and chufe like God, and fo imitating his 
moral Attributes, partake of the Divine Nature, 
and exhibit that moral Image of him to the World, 
homo bofmni Deuj. If we were made in the Image 
of God, as his Revelation affirms, the glory, 
beauty, and perfection of an Image confifts in 
the neareft Refembldnce to its Original * and the 
feveral Lights of rhofe Beauties and Perfections 
fhining in Man's Converfation, is the glorifying 
our Father^ our Original in Heaven.. The feveral 
Commands for intending and aCting every thing 
to his Glory, are fo many Directions for the imita- 
ting Nature of Man to be found copying after 
him; the Precepts and Recommendations for 
Prefi£iion % are fo many Injunctions for improving 
% in Attitude of action, and Similitude of difpo- 
•fition. And for us, who ought to make fome 
fimiiar Return of the Benefit we fo largely enjoy, 
to be perfe& in our Conduft to our Enemies, as 
he is perfect towards us, to Enemies, is, per- 
haps, the finUhing Stroke of that moral Image. 
God is Love to all Men in this World, therefore 
B 2 Hatred 
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4 DEISM DEtiftEAT£f>; 

CHAP. Hatred to any Man can be no rigfit Image of hinf 
lxvxj' 11 m y Perfon. The glorifying the Juft, yet 
^^^ Merciful exercife of his Authority* belongs to a 
particular Image of him, Governors and Magi* 
ftrates. This is the Law of Nature written in the 
Heart of Man* i. e. as plain to be read and learned 
of GOD, as if written there. For what is faid 
i Tbef. iv. 9. of that Relation, which is the 
Ground of brotherly Love* that Men fubmitting 
to him in fuch Things, are taught of GOD •**- 
JiJ«cToi, and elfewhere, the Negle&or of fuch 
Relation to be wor/e than an Infidel* may, in a 
lefler degree, be affirmed of the Obfervance of 
the other Relations ; the Confcience bearing witneji 
to them, accufing the tranfgreffion, as Sin y and 
approving the performance, as Duty. And for 
every one to find out whether his a&fons, re- 
fpedting his Neighbour, are conformable to this 
Law of Nature, upon any Doubt anting, the 
ready Rule to decide it, is to but ourfelves in his 
Stead and Circumftances * ana fincerely ask our 
Heart what we expedk to be done, or omitted 
by him to us : then we clearly and immediately 
fee without Paflion or Self-love, the Law of 
a&ion, or Forbearnce of aftion due towards our 
Neighbour, confpieooufly and fenfibly written in 
our own Heart, and consequently in every other 
Heart of Man. This is a Ride of Confcience that 
never fails, and is always ready at hand 

I. Duty to GOD, •comprehends our Obe-* 
dience to all his known Commands, as our Ruler 
ajnd Governor. Adoration of his natural Perfec- 
tions, freed from all degrading Opinions, what 
he certainly is not ; EJleem and Reverence of his 
Name and Excellencies ; Imitation of his moral 
Attributes ; Love of him as the Fountain of all 

Good; 
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Good ; Truft, as all Powerful, and True, Tbantf- CHAP. 
giving* as our Preferver and Bencfa&or ; Fear, 1 - 
as the Infpe&or and Judge of our Behaviour \ ^V^ 
mil which are a collective Honour and Worfhip 
arifmg out of the aforelaid Relation, and due 
unto him of Right *. 

II. Duty to our NEIGHBOUR, is obferv- 
ed in Jidal Jujtice \ unherfal Benevolence * and 
particular Relative Duties, as we happen Co be 
placed in the World. 

m. Duty to, or Care of OURSELVES, 
confifts in the due Government of our Appetites 
and Paffions ; in the Knowledge of ourfehe** our 
Faculties, and Opportunities \ that we are m- 
tional, fodaUe* and accountable Creatures; where- 
in our Happinefs confifts ; what is our Good, and 
what is our Evil \ on whom we depend ; for 
what we were made ; what Care we ought to take 
of our Mind, and of our Body, not only for our 
own -Sake,* but with Refpeft to thofe who have 
an Intereft in us, God, our Neighbour, our Po- 
fterity ; Diligence* Prudence, guard again fi Tern* 
ptacions, £$c. . 

A lx thefe are the Religion of the End, obli- 
gatory upon Man as he came out of the hands 
of his Maker, Rational, Sociable, Accountable, 
Had all human Race been in Paradife, they were 
bound by a Law that altereth nootherwife, than 
as the Reafon and Relation of Things alter, to all 
thefe Obfervances ; and ro have been faithful in 
die Difcharge would have been Innocence, Hap- 
pinefe, Paradife; the performance of that natural 
JLaw was furs of meeting with God's Appro- 

f *W aliud tftfUtas fnatujnftitfa adsUfrfus Dm. Cte. 
Q 3 barion* 
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6 DEISM Delineated* 

CH A P. bation ; the negleft of it with his Difpleafure, 
jj^. Who, for that purpofe, will take an cxafl: Ac- 
% ^ r> ^ yj count of cver> r Man's Works ; to reward thofc 
who diligently feek his Favour in doing thefe Du- 
ties, and confequently punifli the Tranfgreflbr. 

This Religion of the End, together with the 
natural Religion of the Means, (very early fpring- 
ing up out of the State and Nature of Things, as 
foon as the Primitive Pair were changed from 
what they were, and lapfed from their Primitive, 
to a new, acceffory State ; wherein all their Po- 
sterity, like themfelves, are left frail and peccant) 
make up that State of natural Righteoufnefs, 
by which fome, how many to God only known, 
in all Nations of this many Kindom'd-Earth 
have been, and (hall be accepted of that God, 
who is no Refpefter of Perfons. So everlafting is 
this moral Law, that our Lord affiires, till Hear 
ven and Earth pafs, one jot or one tittle Jhdll in n* 
wifepafs from the Law, till all be fulfill 9 d. He 
- himfelf was the grand Means for redintigrating 
Obedience to it ; and therefore fays of himfelf. 
He came not to deftroy, but to FULFIL ; and in- 
fers to all others, wbofoever Jhall break one oftbefe 
leaft Commandments of that Law, and Jhall teach 
Menfo 9 Jhall be leaft , accounted leaft by him, in 
the Kingdom of Heaven 5 but wbofoever Jhall do, and 
teach them, Jhall be called great in the faid Kingdom* 
, <c There is this Difference (fays a great Pre- 

<c late) between the eternal Laws of Juftice and 
" Righteoufnefs, and all ppfitive Laws whatever ; 
iC That as to the firft we are made for them, and 
" the nearer we do in all Things conform to 
•' them, the more noble, and lovely, and excel* 
" lent Creatures we are ; but as to pofitive Laws, 
" they are all made for us 5 and the more they 
" conform to us, the more they obviate all our 

• " Wants 
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cc Wants and Difficulties, the mare they anfwecCH A P. 
<€ to all our Neceffities, the better they are.?* j^J^j 

Now God governing by the Nature of the^^^ 
Things he made, or in the Style of the Author of 
Cbrijtianity as old as the Creation, " as he governs 
" all Things according to their Nature," jpag. 14/ 
it was reqpifite that even Paradife itfelf, the State 
he had placed them in, fhould be a State alfo of 
their own Choice and Confent *, depending as 
much upon their Behaviour, as on his Goodncfs 1 
and owe his continuance in Paradife and Happi- 
ness as much to himfelf, as he owed his firft Situa- 
tion there to his Maker. Had he made them any 
Promile, to fuperintend them fo, as they Ihould 
never make a wrong Choice, that would have 
deftroyed the very. Thing he diftinguifh'd their 
Nature by •, .that Choice being the greateft Pri- 
vilege Man is capable of, without it, there 
could neither be human Virtue, nor human Na- 
tive: Therefore having made the firft Pair of • 
our Race moral Agents, he gave them not a Pro- 
perty in themfelves; ^ecauFe he ordain'd them 
accountable tcx himfelf, by giving them fuch a 
Power over their own Peribns and A&ions, which 
is their Liberty ; for the right or wrong Ufe 
whereof, they were anfwerable to him. Life 
and Death moreover were laid before them, as 
motives to fix their Choice, and preferve their 
Liberty, as well as all their other Faculties, in 
the fame Uprightnels they received them from 
his Hands, 

F o r a Trial and Probation of them, in par- 
ticular, how well they would obey their Maker, 
and advife with, and depend upon him their fure 
experienced Friend, in all Exigencies and Occur- 
rences that could befal them in their dependent 
• hvitum pti/ervat, MmfuifcddeHti. Hot deArt Poet 
B 4 State 
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CHAP. State of Probation ; from him they came to the 
I. ^Knowledge, who they were, and where 



,good: 

they i 



l,l/ * yv ' they were, and to what purpofe were ; having 
no Experience, they knew not fo much as what 
was fafe to eat for the Prefervation of their Be- 
ing ; they depended upon the Creator of their 
every Faculty, and its Objeft for that obliging 
Knowledge •, from him they had the fweet Know- 
ledge of conjugal Love, the Source of human 
Race, and of Endearments more than Father or 
Mother ; from him they had the pleating fafe 
Knowledge of their Sovereignty over the World, 
and undifputed Dominion over Creatures ftronger 
than both of them together ; from him they re- 
ceived, divine Gift ! The Knowledge of Lan- 
guage, inftantly infufed for joint praife of God, 
and focial communication of Gdod from all 
Things, then fo good as te be freed from any 
Evil; and therefore not to be perverted in plot- 
ting againft God, or any fooli(h Knight-Errantry 
after Evil. They fhould have better consi- 
dered in what they were going to tranferefs, the 
Generations to come, interefted in thofc Things ; 
after the Seed of Evil v)as once /own in the Hearts 
of the firji Progenitors* how much ungodlinefs it 
would bring forth until the time of threfhing come. 
If that reftraint of Knowledge was no more in 
effeft than Know tbyfelf and thy duteous Depen- 
dence as for Happlnefs, fo for the Knowledge there- 
of, they might forefec what after ignorance and 
falfe opinions of Self muft be the penal confe- 
quence of their irregular tranfgreffion of that 
Boundary. There was no envy of, no com- 
plaint of any Reftraint of their Liberty from any 
jure good ; a Reftraint therefore of their Liberty 
to Evil was very gracions •, and fuch as God pre- 
scribed to himfelfi and ? confequcntly, the Re- 

i ftraint 
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ftramt from Ac Knowledge of Evil ftould have CHAP 
been judged moft happy for them* ^hoknew.'r. 
not their own ftrength, after an Experiment for ^V^fi 
that Knowledge. They knew bim certainly the 
Giver, as of all Things, fo of all Knowledge, 
and the Source whence to feck their wis- 
dom without upbraiding : That was rational Ar- 
mour, and Admonishment fuffident to have 
preferred them difinclin'd to, and clear of far- 
prize from every curious, fufpicious, interdicted 
Knowledge, offered from any alien Quarter, 
whatever. They knew Death collectively in 
pro(pe&, a fure confequence of Difpleafure, 
from the fenfe of its contrary Life, which they 
were very fure, owed its beginning and conftant 
dependance on his Pleafure, and therefore more 
and more refolute to have depended upon him for 
the Knowledge of all other Good and Evil, and 
not to offer to fet up for themfelves, undutifully 
to attain an independent State of Knowledge and 
Happinefi % which has occafioned, ever fmce, 
fcchaWant, Curiofity, and Perplexity about k. 
And to prove to themfelves the Strength of 
die reafon, and the Freedom of will imparted to 
them, for governing their then unprejudiced 
Appetites, k feemed neceflary to lay them under 
fome particular Reftraint, plain and monumental 
to their Reafon, that their then Paradife and 
Happineis was a dependent State of Knowledge and 
Happinefs by a* (olemn Prohibition, not to eat 
of fucb a Tree, called the Tree of Knowledge of 
GOOD and EVIL ; becaufe the eating of that 
forbidden Fruit through any Temptation, would 
certainly bring them to the Knowledge, who is 
the Origin and Fountain of all their Good, and 
who the Fautor and Promoter of their Evil. 
There being, this difference between a pcfitive 

- Command 
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C JJ A P. Command to do fuch a Thing, and a Prohibitum 
■^to forbear ; that the former depends upon 

^*^*Opportunijp to put it in pra&ice, whilft it is 
always in the Agent's Power to abftain, with 
, refpedt to the latter. It feeim, therefore, fitting 
that fome fuch Teft of obedience as that, fhould 
have been covenanted with, and eftablifhed upon 
them, at their firft fetting out in the World. A* 
there was then no more of their Species in being, 
the Trial could not have been in the Duty, or 
Relation to our Neighbour ; it muft therefore be in 
that Relation between God and Man, both at 
cending and defcending. And this particular 
Prohibition was an effe&ual Proof of obedience 
with refpeft to that principal Relation. And be- 
caufe a Covenant* this being called in Scripture 
xhcjirft Covenant, fuppofes z preceding Law, and 
has Reference to it : As Adam could not but 
perceive the Fitnefs of the Law of his Nature, 
and likewife the Fitnefs of that explicit Prohibi- 
tion, io order to his Probation, from the Relation 
and Ctrcucnftances he was placed in, he muft 
needs confent to, and approve of the Reafon- 
ablenefs of both, and of his bounden Obedience ; 
which made the Covenant, in effed, mutual. 
Eccluf.xiv. 17. refers to this firft Covenant, af- 
firming the Covenant from the beginning was, thou 
Jbalt die the death. Therefore the immutable 
moral Law of obeying, loving, fearing, and 
living in a maturely Dependance upon the Crea- 
tor *, and the moral Law moreover for reftraiq- 
ing irregular Appetites, for taking care of our- 
felvis, our Mind, and Body, and Pofterity, in- 
terpofed their feveral Obligations, to have pre- 
vented Difobedicnce and Sin. 

I t is therefore a great miftake to fay, there 
was no Morality in this Trial : Wfeen all the mo- 
rality 
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rtlity then in a maimer in the World was put CHAP. 
upon a Teft, and brought to the Touchftone-^*^ 
For the due Obedience to that previous trying^*^* 
Command of God, and the Government of our 
Appetites and Paffions, was the Teft and Trial 
or aJJ future Obedience to the moral Laws of 
God * to perform acceptable faitbfulnefs, Eccluf. xv. 
15. was the end of his being left in the Hands of 
his own Connfel, whether he would continue up- 
right, or fall from his Maker, and Ail in his 
Faithfulnefs, by DHbbedfence ; or, as 2 Efd. iii. 7. 
expreffes it, unto bim [Adam] thou gaveft Com* 
mandment to love thy way 1 which be tranfgrejfed} 
and immediately thou appoitttedjl death in bim 9 and 
in bis generation. The firft Adam, ver. 21, 22. x 
hearing a wicked heart* tranfgreJJ}d 9 and was over* 
come % andfo be all they that are born of bim. Thus 
infirmity was made permanent i and the law (alfo) 
in the Heart of the people with the malignity of the 
root ; Jo that the good departed away, and the evil 
fbodeftiU. But if our firft Parents would not keep 
themfelves upright in that, they could not after* 
wards live in cxa£t Uprightnefc with refpeft to 
the moral Law of their Nature. If be that offends 
in one Point is guilty of ail, he that breaks through 
the Teft of all .obedience, muft certainly be guilty 
of the moft heinous Tratffereffion. There- 
fore there was a moral Fitneis, not capricious 
Arbitrarinefs in that Prohibition; efpedally" if 
the Tree itfeif (as fome have thought) had a na- 
tural intoxicating Evil in it. Befides, as there 
was to be Virtue in forbearing fiich as entitled to 
Life, it was further necefiary that there fliould 
be a Temptation, and a Tempter, without which 
there can be no Virtue. There was no Tempter 
but the Devil * he, who was the firft felf-tempted 
andfcl£»depraved, became the Tempter and De- 
praver 
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CHAP, pravcr of others; and in that State of Things, re- 
-*^plenilhed and adorned with all good, there could 
%rirv be no Temptation bat that of more Knowledge, 
a curiofity of knowing Evil, as well as good : Yet 
beforehand they could not but positively know, 
it muft be wrong, and therefore Evil, to tranf- 
grefs the pointed-out Prtof of Gratitude, Faith, 
and Allegiance due to their Maker and fole 
Benefactor ; but they muft needs from the Sug- 
geftions of Senfe contrariant to Reafon feel Evil 
under the forbidden Maflc of Good ! It ftould 
not therefore feem the moft unaccountable Thing 
to our Author, fag. 351, 352. that God does 
permit fuch a fubtle Spirit to tempt Mankind 1 
fince his Power is refrained from hurting, and 
is always converted to the Advantage of thofe 
who duly fubmit themfelves to God. And in- 
deed the Strength of the Tempter, in ftaking* 
and fifting Virtue, confifts chiefly in drawing 
Men to Sins of Commiffion againft z prohibitory 
Law, more than to Sins of Omiffion againft an 
affirmative Commandment *. 

Thus 

9 The poor Plenty of Wit lie thews to deriding this moft 
ancient fcttcd Hiflory, pag. 349 . is affing the low Part of a 
Merry-Andrew, rather than a furious Writer upon fo ferioua 
a Subjecl. Though it is true, « That your Ridicule, if iJI 
« placed at firft, will certainly fell at laft where it deferves ;" 
yet as an Inquiry alter true Religion is the moft fcrious, ra- 
tmlOooottiiiiitha World, nothing but a grave, ferious, ra. 
tional Treatment can become it ; or prove whether the Ii* 
quirer is in earneft. otjeft. « Grimace and Tone are Helps 
"only to Impoftue," To ufc the Words of the Author of 
Omraacrifticks, Vol. I. pag. 75. To ftart Queftions, or 
manage Debates which o&nd the puWiclc Ear, isto be want- 
ing to that Refpecl which is due to the common Society Such 
Subjects fhould either not be treated- at all in publick, or in 
foch a Manner, astooccafionnoScanda!ort)ffturbance The 
Pubhck is not, on any Account, to be UughM to its Face* or 

*> 
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T h u s Sin entered into the World, and a new CHAR. 
Thing being arifen in it, which was not before, ^A^ 
a new Name mutt be given xo the Agent, which ^V^ 
is that of Sinner > Tranfgreffor. Here began the 
great Change in our moral World ; Man fallen 
from Innocence, and a conftant bent and inclination 
to it, to a&ual Tranfgreflion, and a Pronencls to 
future Iniquity and new Evil ! There is the old 
approbation of Goodbels, but not the old Incli- 
nation. A preceding Pronenefs and Inclination to 
Gaod 9 and a free Capacity of prefering it always, 
and perfevering continually therein, was that glo- 
rious moral Image wherein God made Man up* 
right * the neareft Refemblance that a mutable* 

fe reprehended for its FolEes, as to make it think kfelf con- 
temned. And wh^ is contrary to good Breeding ii, in this re- 
fpect, contrary to Liberty. It it is imprudent to lofe a Friend 
for the Sake of a Jeft, what Wit is there in kfing Heaven? 
The pretended Friitenefi of the Ridicule, i» only letting a 
finer Edge upon the Tool, which exeufes not the Author's ill 
Intention, of rendering that contemptible* which, in the Na- 
ture of Things, and in the Opinion of all thinking Ferfons, 
ought to be out of the Reach of fuch unworthy Treatment. 
BiShop Sprat has fin*Jy obferved, that Raillery does not always 
agree well with the Temper of our Natim; which as it has a 
greater Courage than to fuffer Derifan, Jo it has a firmer Vir- 
tue, than to be wholly taken up about deriding of others. 
Such Men are therefore to know, that all things are capable 
of abufe from the fame Topkks, by which they may be com* 
mended ; they are to confider that Laughter is the eafiefl; and 
flendereft fruit of #?/— He afterwards from one of the An- 
cients, calls fuch Mirth, humanisBacchari rebus y Hift.ofR.S. 
fag. 41 8. And I would obferve, that as nothing by publicfc 
Allowance will bear to be the Subject of Ridicule, but what 
well becomes to be the Subject of Satire, thefe fort of Authors 
quite miftake their Object, unfeafonably expofe their inward 
Senfe of things, and* lofe both their Character and their Wit. 
For as a weak Mind is eafily imposed upon by others ; fo a ri- 
diculing Mind impoies upon itfelf without any recompence, 
but the poor fatisfo&wn of making other People merry at the 
expence of deceiving themfelves. 
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CHAR imitating, intelligent Creature could be framed 
*• to its Maker* He endued them with Jirengtb from 

t/^^J tbemfehes, and made Sbem according to bis Image* 
Eccluf. xvii: 3. But after Adam was fo altered 
byTranfgreffion, and the Image of God perverted 
and inverted in him, he was no longer company 
for God j and the Son that he begot in bis own 
Image, as it is affirmed (and fo from Generation 
to Generation) was doubtlefs, like him, altered 
and corrupted in Tendency of Inclination, and 
approved of Evil as well as Good ; which is a fre* 
quent Senfc of knowing in Scripture. That? that 
*¥as the original Conftitution of human Nature 
in the Image of God, before Government and 
Magiftracy entered, (another Sort of Image of 
him) feems very plain, becaufe when we are re- 
newed in the Spirits of our Minds, and created 
after God in Rigbteoufnefs and true Holinejs, it h 
called the new Creature, and the Divine Nature, 
and the Image of God 5 and the exceeding great and 
precious Promifes were defigned to make us Par* 
takers of that Nature. That there was a Warp 
contracted towards Evil, and a Crookednefs from 
the right fTay, appears from the faying of the 
Forerunner, / am the Voice, crying, make ftrait 
the Way of the Lord. 

- Passions and Appetites, which before were 
fubmiffive, weak, and in the dependent condition 
of Servants, became infolent, craving, and ftri- 
vingforthe Maftery ; and, being gratify 'donee, 
not only expedt, but demand and clamour to 
be fo always. Reafon became weaker in its Au- 
thority and Rule, and very imperfe&ly fubmit- 
tcd to : The Underftanding, which before was 
fallible, grew feebler in its Difcernment, and 
fubje&ed to many Prejudices. The Liberty of 
Will was captivated by Irregularities, and too 

much 
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much enflaved to Deviations. Death, with its CHAP, 
innumerable concomitants, Diforders and Dif-^*^ 
*afes, took its poft about their Conftitution, and*^*^* 
like a Sword over their Heads, hung over them 
and their enjoyments, making all the after-life 
of them, and their Pofterity, lubjeA to the bon- 
dage of corruption * according to the Letter, 
that very Day they eat thereof, they were both 
dead in Law. The delicious Fruits of the Earth, 
which were fo plenteous and fpontaneous before, 
were now to be extorted out of it by the torture 
6f Spades, Csfc. and the Sweat of Man's Limbs. 
The benign Air and other Elements changed for 
the worfe, and grew into diforder like Man ; 
his Mind was clouded, and fo was the Sky. In 
fhort, the whole Conftitution became altered, 
and fo akcr'd, tranfmkted to Pofterity. For 
who can bring a clean Thing out of an unclean ? O 
thou Adam, what haft thou done? For though it was 
thou lhatfinnedft, thou art not fallen alone ^ hut we 
all that come of thee, &c. 2 Efd. vii. 48- Now 
granting the derivation of Mankind from, one 
Original Pair ; which oar Author, after fuch an 
univerfal Satisfying Difcovery from Revelation, 
could not have had the Afiurance to deny in 
tarneft, either as a Pbilofopber, a Moratift, or 
Chilian : It is demonftrable from two felf- evident 
Notions, that there muft have been a State of 
primitive Innocence, as well as there is now a 
State of Sin, Frailty, and Diforder. 

Ftrft, I p it is a felf-evident Notion, four Au- 
thor, fag. 3, 7, 49, and abundante of Places, 
admits the Conclufivenefs of this argument, and 
triumphs in it, with refpeft to Religion proceed- 
ing from God) that God is dUferfeft in Wifdom, 
Goodnefs, Power \ it follows, that his Handy- 
work, 
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CHAP. work y especially bis own Image, muft firft pro-' 
*• cccd from him perfeSt and compleat, lacking no- 

VY^ thing ; being the e^c Svoutff prefiding over the 
little, and great World fuhjeded to him under 
God. That the Body, and Soul (the latter con- 
fiding of Life and Spirit) being called together 
and united in the Conftitution of an human, in- 
telligent, free Agent ; their feveral Properties 
were proportioned to each other, and adjufted in 
order, according to their Ufe and Dignity \ and 
To united in A&ion by all the laws of Harmony, 
as might beft adorn, and render fuch an Union 
mod enjoyable. That all the Faculties were per- 
fed and entire in their kind ; the Understanding 
feeing with its Eye the natural Perfections of God, , 
and his Creatures, and the natural Law of Obliga- 
tions flowing from the Relations and Habitudes 
of the moral World, as clearly as the Eye of the 
Body perceived outward Objects; the will un- 
biafs'd in its Liberty, exa&ly poiled, and in- 
clined to obey any Command of its Maker ; the 
Paffions at their feveral Polls, to meetand enter- 
tain their Objeds $ the Law of the Members all 
fiibmiflive to their Leader. Whence follows, in 
a natural infeparable Refult, for fome time of 
Life at leaft, a State of Innocence, Order, and 
Harmony -, fufficient to have conftituted a Para* 
dife in any Place, had there not been a particular 
local one for their Entertainment. 

Secondly It is a felf evident Truth, and Matter 
of Faft, felt by every Man, and complained of 
by mod Moralifts with a Sort of Wonder ; that 
a State of Diforder, Weaknefs, and Unconftancy 
has, from the moft ancient Complaints, con- 
firmed by the Experience of every Age, feized 
all the Faculties of Man, Many of the Heathen 

Philofophera 
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Flufafopbers were fo fenfiUe of this univerial CHAP. 
Depravation of Soul, and Degeneracy from the v^A^ 
divine Life and Original of our Being, that they ^^^ 
invented the Hjpotbefts of the Pre-exiftent State 
of Souls, in order to folve it ; by acquitting God 
from being the Author of it, and imputing it to 
the Demerit of Sin in fotne former State, ima- 
gining this bodily Life to be the Prifon and Pu~ 
iri&ment of the Soul for thofeCirmes. It has been 
Man's general Obfervation and Complaint of 
himfelf in all Places, that he often does what he 
approves not in his. Mind * * that fotne old 
Vol. I. C Leaves 

* rid»md*rmfnUf,Jeterwr4fif*ir. JrrumEfi&.hb.II t 
cap. 26. Jrifl. Etb. Lib. I. cap. 13. III. 4. Sauca Las 
many, and TuIIj knot of thefe Complaints. The Cbimje Phi* 
lofophci Cnfufirit Morals, pag. 21, 23. declares the Ime* 
grity of Man to have been a Prefcnt from Heaven, and that it 
was his Endeavour to le-eftablifh it} bat that the Holy Man 
hkmu in At Ift/i) in quell of whom one of the Emperors lent 
-Amba&dors, A. D. 65. who landing in one of the Htands 
near the JUdJU* met with the Idol of A*V, contented them^ 
fctves with that, earned it back to China, which has eftabliih'4 
Lkh/rf and Atheifm >ver fine*. Bat above all Heathens, 
Pk§§ bs usfutteuhr as if he had ie*A the Scriptures* hefira, 
in Critua, « the Divine Nature once ffouiuvd in Man, but 
* Man prevail'd aninft it, flont which Fountain came all 
« our Evils," InUsJVft. " That the Nature and Condition 
u of Man has been changed fcr the worie, and a prodigious 
" Ungovernablenefe has invaded Mankind, and thlt weak 
" Mai, deprived of thek Guardian, are; every where devour- 
«■ eft by the wildfieafb of their WBons* In I*. Lib. V. 
That this great Evil it innate, %p*mt*l when Men indulge 
themfelves in H f they find no &rmdy to fiec themfelves. He 
caUs this Malignity of Nature muupvi*. And in Tmeo in- 
genaonfly confefies, that o& lUt^t <was corrtfttd in tbt frfi tf 
o*rR*fg, ir iy «tf*tf. And Rep.VU. derives the Igno- 
rance ef Man from that Source. AndhiaSqholar>i/fcf^inoft 
acutely demoaftrates fytormnct to be the Guife of all Sin. 2th. 
lib. Ill cap, i. And in a Wokof 7ulh now loft, h libra 
urtk de RepubUca Tiffin, hotninem dim, non ut a matrr, 
fad ut a noverca natura editum in vitam, corpore nudo, fra- 
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CHAP. Leaven works zNUimur in vetitum, an Inclination 
iJ^M^o what is forbidden \ or, in Scripture-Language, 
, ^ r V > "^ the corruptible Body prejfetb down the Soul, the 
Law of the Members Jtruggies againjl. the Loot? of 
the Mini ; and too often, though moft prc- 
pofteroufly, g?ts the Afcendaoc ' In many Things 
we offend all of us : If we fay we have no Sin, we 
deceive ourfelvesi and the Truth is. not in us. I am 
mrnaly fold under Sin * that which I do, I allow 
not ; what I would,- that I do not \ but what 1 
hate, thai do I*. If this is the .true Condition, 
and prefent Circumftance of Man* it undeniably 
follows, that a great Change for the worfe muft 
have been introduced into the moral State of our 
Nature, from what it was in its Original : And as 
that Change muft have proceeded either from 
God,* or Man ; it being fliewn before, it could 
not have the former for its Author, it remains, 
that it muft derive from the latter, as its Foun- 
tain. The unchangeable God had no farther 

giji ct infirmo* animo autem anxio ad moldtias, hnmili ad 
timores, molli adlabores, prono adJihidmsi in quo tamea in- 
eft tanquam thrutus ptidem dMmu ignis ingtnii tt mentis. St. 
AvgHft* Lib; IV. contra Julian, cap. 12. N. 60/ 

*«Amh.vu. 14,15*, Our Author,/^. 2*1. makes a very 
fpitefol foundation from thefe laft Words, as (poke in his own 
Ferfon, to refledt upon xhiApoftk as a very wicked Petfon, 
whiift he* was in that Office; and every where moft injudi- 
cioufly, M againft hisCorocience, quits the Meaning, catches 
at the Sound of Words, to gratify his Spleen in afpeifing the 
Holy Scripture. Though the Words run mbucwnPtr/Qn, 
they are certainly meajit, and can only be true, of the cor* 
rupted natural Man ; and the unregenerated Jew, defcribed 
in feyeral preceding Chapters : That he chafe that Method 
• of Expreffion, , was owing to his Knowledge of human Nature, 
and his great Skill in addreffing thole he fpoke, or wrote te. 
See more Inibnces of the like* rooffenfive Way of Addreft of 
this ApofUe, Kern. vii. 24,'*$. iii. 7. 1 Cor. x. 21, 29. 
Efh. ii. 3. 1 Cor.+. ia> compared with Cbaf. iv. 6. 

.••: Hand 
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Hand ink, than by permitting, as became him, CHAP, 
his free, changeable Creature Man ro a& accord- . '• 
ing to his Nature, and make Ufe of the Liberty V ^V>< 
he had entrufted him with, at his own Dilcretion. 

Now, if this mighty Alteration came to pais, 
our Author mult either have accounted for it ac- 
cording to the Mofaical Hiftory of the Fall of our 
firft Parents, or have produced fome other Hi- 
ftory and Account of it. But he is accountable 
to, and very culpable before all his Readers, in 
particular, for* the grand Fallacy, the *jp*rt» 
4*&*f of his whole Book y for eftablifhing as a 
Principle, and every where repeating it as xhtfiien- 
tifich Premife he adheres to, for all his Inferences 
againft Revelation in general, and Chriftianity in 
particular ; viz. * " That a Religion abfolutely 
■ c perfeft (meaning the Law of Nature immedi- 
ately eftablilhed by God at the Very firft Crea- 
tion, iffuing out of the Relations of Things then 
mad6, as he every where f explains himfelf) 
" admits of no Alteration; nor h capable of Ad- 
" dition, or Diminution, muft be z$ immutable z% 
*' the Author of it. Revelation therefore can 
" add nothing to a Religion thus abfolutely per* 
" fed, universal and immutable." 

Again, 4C Religion thus founded on thefe 
cc immutable Relations, tnuft at all Tinges, and 
" in all Places, be alike immutable t.fince exter- 
" nal Revelation not being able to make any 
44 Change in thefe Relations, and the Duties that 
" neceflarily refult from them, can only recom- 
" mend and inculcate thefe Duties-, except we 
44 fuppofe, that God at laft attcd the Tyrant; 
44 and impofed fuch Commands, as the Relations 

t P* 17,51, $4, 166,385, . 

Ca * - !f ** 
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CHAP. « we ftand in to 4iim, and one another, noways 
I r,** require ;" fag. 166. Again, he has the Af- 

v-/> *'*wrahce to put the Queftion, contrary to Faft and 
Experience; "Will any affirm that the Na- 
>* ture of Man b changed ? Or that the Relations 
**• God and Man ftand in to one another, are not 
** always the fame?*- pag. 385. But this 
mighty Reafoner, who deduces the Immutability 
of his Refigionfrom the Immutability of the Re- 
lation between God ai)d Man,ought lurely to havie 
xronlTder'd better, whether Man, the (fcfeending 
Part of the Relation, is as immutable zs God : 

v Was he indeed made (b, his Conclufion would 

have been infallible *, but, as it happens, that God 
is only wife and immutable, and Man otherwife, 
it has juft (b much Truth in it, and no more, 
than one manifeft Falfhood following from ano- 
ther. For upon the firft Commencement of the 
above-mentioned Change, a new Relation com- 
menced between God and Man, which fubfifted 
ribt before : between an Offender znd0ffended 9 4 
Law-giver and a Sinner, a Governor and a Rebel } 
and out of that Relation arofe a new Regard and 
Interpofetion on God's Part \ and on Man's, new 
Obligations and Duties, neither of which were be- 
fore. 

Out Author, pag. 91. allows, " To alter 

** one's Conduft, as Circumftances alter, is not 

" only an Aft of the grea{eft Prudence and Judg- 

■**■ ment, but is confident with the greateftSted- 

« f dinefs." How then will it impcacji God of 

Changeablcnefs, when upon fuch a Change in 

IMan,, he is ftill as fteddy to his Happrriefc, 

•in a -Way fuitable to that Alteration, as he was 

at the firft ' creating him ? A Revelation from 

God does not therefore ipake hirh [niut^bte $ as he 

fays, pag. 51. nor does it change the Relations of 

- ~ :* ^ - Thing?, 
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Things, whereon Man's Duty is founded * but CHAP, 
fuppofes them to have been changed by Man^ ».!*■ 
the Foundation of its Expediency. Nor does^ r Y" v/ 
the Chriftian Revelation (hew him a Tyrant ia 
any of his Commands* being all directed to the 
fulfilling that Duty, which refults from the 
original Nature of Things, as Man is capable 
of performing. The very chara&er and en- 
comium of iht Perfection of the Law of God 
Soverniog a changeable, and changed Man, in% 
ead of confiding in Immutability, is founded in 
its aflual Cbfngei correfponding to the Change 
'in Man :■ fcecaufe in this refpeA ,it may attain 
its End, and fo 'be perfect ; but in the other, it 
could never after attain its End of perfe# Obedi- 
ence, and therefore muft be impeded, as a Law 
requiring h: And confequentiy muft be fufcep- 
fible of fuch Alterations and Additions from the in- 
terpofing Favour of God, making fuch Provi- 
sions in -his Revelation, as (hall enable Man to 
perform tyr, to his own Happinefs* and the Glory 
of the Divine Acceptance. And, as it admit§of 
Addition on the fide of Favour to Man's Condition, 
fo does it of -Diminution on the lame Side, "in not 
exacting the rigid Obedience that was due before, 
I f therefore this Change is -an undeniable 
Matter of Faft, the Religion of Nature delineated 
has obfejved, with refpefl: to ^ny Truth, " Not 
c * to own Things to he what they are, is direft 
" Rebellion again ft him who is the Author of 
** Nature; and again, defignedly to treat Things,; 
u as .being, what they are not, is the greateft 
u pofiible Abfurdity : " What then becomes.of 
the Foundation of this boafted Performance ? If 
its Admirers have thought it built upon a Rock, 
rhey may plainly perceive its Bottom kno fetter 
than flipper y, deceivable Sand. 

' C 3. Ffc* 
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CHAP. For other new Relations moreover will be 
^f-.ftnmd to have arifen after the Fall, which were 
> w ^^ - ' unknown before, and yet evidently fpring out of 
the Nature of Things. . God immediatly en- 
tered into Judgment for' the audacious Tranf- 
grefiion, and gave fome Token of his Difplea- 
Jure by a prefent Alteration of Man's Circum- 
ftances, for the worfc, in the natural World ; 
rhatfince he would not govern his bodily Appcr 
tites, he might fmart for it in his Body, during 
his life prefent ; then arofe Toil and Labour,' 
Difea&s, Pains, Decays, and all the Diforders 
and Difquieiudes of Life ; and out of that new # 
Relation arofe the new Duty of Patience ;' and at 
laft Death produced another new Relation : For 
as none of us live to ourfelves, fo none dies to 
him/elf. But Man was not left comfortlefs, God* 
mercifully fevere, by a new Profufion of Mercy, 
refpited final Judgment, and put him upon a 
new Probation* viz. that of Jincere Obedience to 
the Law of Nature, in lieu of entire, which was 
become impracticable. The Lord being gracious, 
and knowing bis Workmanjhip* neither left nor for- 
fiok them* but fpared them* Eccluf. xvii. So 
agreeable to Reafon is the now State of Proba- 
tion* that the very Heathens were fenfible that 
this Life was only given us a&fucb* and the 
World we live in as a Place of Trial, Plat, de 
Leg. Lib. X. 

Then, and there commenc'd the natural 
Religion of the M e a n s, for carrying on the na- 
tural Religion of the End ; Repentance? and 
Prayer. And to encourage both thefe Means, 
and make them the more effeftual, a Promife 
was made, which begot a new Relation, Occafion, 
or Waiting of Patience, Rom. viii. 25. of one 
mighty to fave Sinners, and to deflroy the Works of 

the 
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the DevH% who was* in due'tims to -become* Man C.HAP. 
from die Seed of t£e Woman «rfy.. Tfab ^^^^i—J,^^ 
the Mediator of the *w* <^*<ftor.Coven*iiti^^ 
towards whom, aftei* he Jiad finiihed -the -Work 
of our Redemption, **cw explicit Relation arofc, 
and out of that, oew Duties. A new Covenant 
frppofes an old one fonhfrVthe Condition of 
which was, the Work of PwTeverance and Obe- 
dience without Vailure, do tbi'i and live-, ajoft 
Tribute from Faculties, .which' -had no waty 
towards Evil, nor the leaffc imbecility cowards 
Good, there being a fuH Power arrd unta'smsd 
:Uprightnefs in every oneof the«Li Therefore no 
Favour of Repentance allowed, becaufe Man's 
Condition, compleatly provided for ss If was, at 
firft needed it not. Befides, die fopreme Au- 
thority of God, ' and the absolutely dependant 
Condition of Mao fo perf e&Iy capable of Obe- 
dience, naturally ena&ed, and plainly required 
the Obedience <jf the firft Covenant to be conftaiit 
and entire, perpetual and univerfat Had Re- 
conciliation upon Repentance been expre&'d or 
implied in the original Condition, it could have 
ierv'd to no other Purpofe, but tohavefruftrtired 
the very Nature of a Covenant founded upon 
unfirming Obedience, fo becoming God tft 
require, and Manto comply with, at the firft. 
Befides, no Law in the • World, from the 
. Beginning to the End thereof, ever provide^, 
• or fo xnuch as infinuates a Remedy againft the 
Penalties it denounces.' Had Man continued 
therein, God had th<difad vantage, in being a 
perpetual Debtor to Man, according to that Serf* 
pture, the Reward had not been of Grace but bf 
Debt. 

The new Covenant of Obedience therefore, 
tfce Wildom, Favour, and Grace of God i»ter- 
C 4 pofipg ' 
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C H A?, pdfmg as Jboo as ever there was occafioit, ibd 
tJr^jOot w<wc, was teroperM with Allowance, and 
^'''^^ indulgence to Man's alter'd Condition, and the 
Perfdrmance of the Law of Nature reconciled to 
the Creature's Capacity %i obeying; not. what 
was ftri&ly due, but fa much as Man, who had 
fbol'd and ehfeebled himfclf by filming, was able 
to do, was. thenceforth to be accepted through 
the Mediator: Hearty Repeafence, and Prayer 
f promoted and encouraged by Hope m the M E- 
DIATOR, where promfid ^by Fait h y where 
.made known * and where not known, or the 
Promifc quite forgot or corr u p t e d through long 
Traft of Time, by Diligence in faking, to pleafe 
God, weA finctrt -Application to prefent Opportu- 
nities) where to piece up broken Obedience as 
oft as it was broken, till it became more and 
more entire in the Lives of God's Servants 
throughout the. whole World. And God would 
from thenceforward goyern by the Law of FA- 
VOUR and GRACE on his pwnPart, and 
of the REMEDY of Recovery on Man's 
Side, as loog as the World endured. 

" If you would recommend Natural Religion 
(asisjudicioufly obferyed by the prefent JBiJbop 
of Salisbury* ufi and Intent ef Prophecy * p; 52. 
3d EdiL) " executively of all other Afliftance, 
♦ 4 'tis not enough to fliew from Principles of Rea- 
v fon, the Excellency and Reafimablenefs of moral 
" Virtue, or to prove from the Nature % of God, 
*^ that he muft delight in and reward Virtue ; 
JU you muft go one Stepf urther, and prove from 
**• the Nature of Man too, that he is excellently 
4i oualiBed to obey this Law, and cannot well 
" fail of attaining all the Happinefs under it that 
" ever Nature deftgned for him. If you flop 
M Abort at this Confideration, What do you gain ? 

' " What 
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What imports k that the L^ii p*W, if the CH«| 

&jpOs are (bMi thtt either they will not, *L, 
orowoot obey it? When you pro v* to the^ rx 
a Sinners the Excellency of natural Religion* 
< c yoo only (hew themwa* juftly they may ex-, 
ic ped tobe jwiHhM for their Imqmty: A fed 
" Truths which wants no Confirmation! All the 
" poffible Hope k ft in fccb a Cafe is, that God 
<c may freely pardon and reftott them * but who* 
" tber he will or no, the Offenders cut iteW 
" certainly learn from natural Religion" 

From our Authoc , aCooceflton f a> above, it fok 
lows, That there n no Imputation of Unfteddi* 
ne& or Chtnge in God> tor hisCondefcenfion co 
has changed creature* the Wifdom of Ltgifla; 
Sots, and the Excellency of their Laws, being 
chiefly fan in adapting their Laws to the Ciraim* 
ftancesof thofe who are (ubjeft to them. That 
he fcrefaw what would happen, was no manner N 
of Argument that he fteuld not hare fufler'd it 
to come to pais, much lc6 wis it, any Canfe of 
its coming to pais*; for then he would hare 
ceafed to have governed according to the Afafcr* 
of the Creature be had made. Had an absolute 
unfinoing Obedience been afterwards exacted, 
there had been noSubje&s of the human Race to 
have obey'd, they muft all have pertfhed ; but 
He, who is the Maker of all Men, b the Saviour 
alio of all Men, in the eafy practicable Method 
of the new Covenant. The Law of the-firft Co- 



* Diyine Foreknowkdgg has nomott intones hefe6b> 
adng, or making certain any future Event, than Human 
Foreknowledge; there being no moral Caufrlfy in any 
. Knowledge, bat in the WO, which ie the determining, aft- 
ing Princrofe in every Agpm. ThitoMemtioafee&is to be 
the true Key for iblving the at Intricate as frookms Diijputcs, 
about the Divine Prejcience, vndfit*r$ Cmtingttttt depending 
upon the Liberty of human WlH 

venant 
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6ii%fc venant tw* as ***6Hy adjuftW to the Circtim- 
„^*^ / fiances and Capacity of Mill then, as now it is 
^*^ mitigated to bis prtfenc erVlfcg and ftraying Con- 
dition» ■ >i.\ " \' ' ' 

Thus cefaflptoesd die Religion of the M&ns, 
or the Rdctfvery and Restoration of Man to thi 
Performance -« die Religkm Of the End, a* hi 
frail weak Condition, and ImpWfedion, is toifc 
capable of. Had Man nfcvfcr ofcee prefumptu- 
eufly tranfgrefied, nor fobj«a«d hknfelf to far- 
therTranfereffioti ; nei<h#&0etittnee, m»Re- 
miffioa of Sifts, ftor any WflteUiaf pofitive Parts 
of Rdigion, nor any Mediator of Reconciliation^ 
nor any Reflation of that Sort "had ever- been 
heard of. Neitfcter his Mind; rior his Body would 
have known the Want <tf any Thing in his no- 
vate, or public!? Capacity j and where no Want 
in aby Refpeft,' no room for coming to God in 
Supplication, *r Intercefiion, u e. PRAY Eft, 

N o w whatever is beneficial in promoting,' and 
fubfervient to the furtherance of any Thing, mty, 
in thatRefped, be called a MEANS, and 
accounted more or lefs ufeful, or neoeflary, re- 
fpe&ivcly to its Tendency and incrinfick Efficacy 
in ad vanciig^tbe Other : And consequently, can 
have no other, but will have all that Appoint- 
ment, Duty, or Morality go along with it, as it 
promotes, or has a native Tendency to promote 
the £*?, 'it was ordained to anfwer. Media or- 
dinemy modum; mexfuram, dtoabditatem fumunt^ a 
Fine. The Religion of the End being neceffary 
to be performed," gives us, ait once, the whole 
Realbn and Religion ftf the other, why it is com- 
manded : for whatever Authority command^he 
End, rouft be fuppofed to oblige to all the proper 
Means in the Power of the Performer. As fure, 

therefore, as God has la id. us under Obligations 
............. ^. ^ 
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to Himfelf, our Neighbour, and Oqtfclfes, and CNA& 
as often moreover as thofe Engagements are *• 
tranfgreffed, he obliges all Mankind- to that^^V^ 
REPENTANCE tod PRAY***, which 
are the beft natural Means of undoing what has 
been done amjfs, . and doing better fpr the iuture* 
in each of thole Particular* And becaqfe fuck 
Repentance* and Prayer towards God are nectft 
lary ; whatever explicit Faith or Knowledge moft 
aduates, and bed enlivens both of *h«n, whea 
the World is grown <rold and dead to the Per- 
formance of either of them, becomes ufeful in the 
Reafon of the Thing, as well as neceflary by the 
Command of God. Therefore FAITH m 
cur Lordjefus Cbrijl> who has obtained Remif- 
fion of Sins, and Acceft to the Father, is necef- 
fary, where-ever made known, tamnecejfitate me~ 
Su quam pracepti % becaufe it beft operates upo* 
thatRepentance and Prayer, which are torcftorc 
tis to the Religion of die End, and improve our 
Obedience to the fame* 

The performing the Religion of the End, 
through the Means in our Power, is-caJJed High* 
teoufnefs in the Scrip&rc-StyJe * and to endeavour 
with all Sincerity, to the utmoft of our frail 
AbOicy, to obferve it throogh the Means afforded 
in the Gofpd, is to hunger and tkirft after High- 
teoufnefs^. to be Miffed in fo doing, and to btfilUi 
and fatisfied, (hat thofe Means are AU4u$cient 
for that End. Thus Christianity, the Remedy 
is co-eval with the Difeafe : And thus true Reli- 
gion, or the Recovery of Man to his Duty, by 
the Means of a competent Mediator between God 
and Man, has been, and will be the fame in Sub* 
fiance, from the firft to the laft Sinner of our 
Race. This gives a right Notion of «t he Necef- 
£ty o£ embracing that Faith, where it is pro* 
*> mulged, 
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CHAP, mulged, not for itfeif, bvxtfubordinately tofome- 
^v^ thing dfi. And as in all other Laws, fo in the 
^*^ Divine, th<* Reafon and Ground of them is the 
only fare Way of ever knowing the true Con* 
ftra&km, or the rteht Mcafiire of their Obliga- 
tion, or their real Defign upon us. And thii 
Way of referring xa the End, affords the true 
Moment and Importance of all Opinions couch- 
ing that *ne Faith. And as the End of Words 
is to fignify Things, Word* themfelves (being 
for the molt Part fubje& to Ambiguity in all 
Languages, the Reafon why moft Controverfies 
are generally little elfe but about Words,) are t6 
be meafured from Things, and the beft Reafon 
of Things, not Thing* from Words altogether. 
The next Enquiry is, * 

How, after the Appearance of Chriftiantty in 
<he World, that Grand Revolution of the Redrefs 
of human Grievances, promiied foon after the 
firft Entrance of Sin, for redeeming us from the 
Slavery and Dominion of arbitrary Mafters, to 
the Liberty of a better Government, Faith in 
Chrift, or the Chriftian Religion, actuates the 
natural Religion of the Means for accomplifhing 
fre Religion of the End. Firft, it approves of au> 
that is Good in the old perpetual Religion, both 
(pf the End, and the Means. Secondly, it mends 
and improves by its Corre&ion£*and Inftruftiona 
whatever was corrupted in either, and mightily 
rccompifcndsand enforces both of them. 

X It approves "of all that is Good. .And what 
better Proof of the Goipel coming from God, 
than its (hewing itfeif in its moft apparent, 
molt declared Defign, to have the fame End, as 
right Reafon, which certainly comes from him, 
has, viz.- for regulating our whole Conduft aright 
in thofc three forcfaid Relations ? Now 
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Now/Aa* moral Part of thcOoIpcl ftoodb CHAP- 
need of no Proof from Miracles* by Rcafon k .*^* 
carried /its own Evidence and Recommendation ^^^^ 
alone with i* The Ufe which our Lord and his 
Difciples nude of them, was to attraft Attention, 
and ftx the Confidcration of the reafoning Facul- 
ties of the 7#w, whether thofe he wrought him- 
fclf in the Name of him that feat him.; andthofe 
wrought by the Difciples in the Name of their 
Lord and Mafter that feat them, did not abun- 
dantly and unexcaptionably prove to them, that 
he was aftually the enpeSed Afyffiab; the HE 
that was to come. That was the very Thing, and 
the only Thing to be proved to them, by Mira- 
cles, in concurrence with other GharaAcrifticka 
of Prophecy, with Refpad to them, and to the 
Gsntiks. 

The numerous * ineonteftable Miracles did 

dearly afcertain the World, that it affuredly was 

the WilJ of Heaven, foraU Men, and, in Time, 

all Nations, to embrace that moft advantageous 

Medium for performing their Duty, prefeated to 

<hem in the Knowledge of die appelated Mediator 

between God and Man. Aod that there could 

be no manner, not the fcaft Umbrage of Impof- 

ture in the Cafe ; feeing and hearing the old 

Doftrioe fet forth to be parfucd for the End, was 

the beft aod pureft that ever was heard, their own 

Confaence bearing Witnefi v and the new Doc* 

trine of the Means (to which the greateft and beft 

Miracles before Witnefs) declared their Aim and 

Defign to be . the furthering and promoting na- 

- rural Religion, or the Region of the End, at 

the lame Time it propofed, and expounded the 

complcateft of all Means, the one only true IVaj 9 

? JJm riL jt. * 58. 

for 
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GKAp. for carrying on, and per fe<3Bg the Whole Daty 

of Man* *nd gaining Acceptance with God more* 

'over, though imperfeftly performed, at the bed. 

It is therefore a palpable Miftake, and Mif- 

nomer in fucb Writers as our Author, to affirm 

and accufe, that we Chriftians argue in a Circle, 

making tfcp Goodnefs of the Do&rine, a Proof of 

die Truth, of the Miracle ; aad the Miracle a 

Proof pf the Do&rinc The Miracle is, indeed, 

according to its Defign, a Proof of the Do&rine ; 

but not the Jam* Doftrjge* but of a new one* 

viz. Thar of the mq& efficacious Means from 

Heaven % byaPerfon feot, hi$ own Son fentby 

his Jtod pur Father there, for carrying on the 

primary, Q$gjc<fted, diflocaced Do&rine, the 

Religion of the- End, Jhh laft was evermore 

abfolutely necefiary for every Worker of truly 

$0mqfMgtiM}&cl Mitd4cfi, to.profcfs never to fw^rve 

from, but &o be hi$ Aim to promote always, as 

a collateral incontestable Proof of the Reality of 

his M^Con » and of the. miflive Friendship of 

fiod,.rfm^§ll,« of the Superiority of the Power 

that effeded ic, -above all dther inferior, permit* 

ted Powers, skilful, as many of them. are, in 

very ft range Tbk*&- And that He, i advancing 

one and the fome Defign* though by, a n*.w and 

better Mean* tnufi; earthly bQ authorized by 

that fupreme God, who, ^y fhcGonfeflicte.ofall 

Men, jp the God of the -Rwgpp.-Bf Nature. \ > 

St. j o h n, at the End of his Qofpel, fets forth 

the true Ufe and End of Evangelical Miracles* 

Thefe Thigg* ypre done, tba\ ye tnjgbt believe be 

teas ibe Sox of *God\ agr^aWy to his. own pro* 

fcfs'd Qcfignof his own Miracles, tbeWorkstbai 

I do* bear tffitnefs of me^ tbat //< Futbfr. baib fait 

tnt * ; the Works tbat I do in my Father's Name % 
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they bear mtnsfs9fmc*\ if I kar IPitnefs *f mj CHAR 
>//, iwy ^i/^5 is not truef ; t/- I bad nok dam ^ 
among them $bi Wrnrh which nam ether- Man did % y * 
(bey bad not Bad Sint *> i.i. Sin of Infidelity * 
with more to the fame Purpofe. 

Th vs in tbel*w and the Prophets, thefiril 
Inftitgtioi attefted with Miracle* from Heaven, 
God, ihc fame Yefterday, To-day, apdfbr ever, 
approved, collc&ed, and wrote upon Stone the 
Ton CcmmandmenfSf hieing all (hat was good of 
natural Religion, for the Ufcof the hard-hearted 
Jcws y which he wrote upon the fcfter Hearts of 
•cher NationaH, regulating what was gjrowo ne- 
gleded by the 4ffinnativij and 'coritctinp what 
was corrupted by the NtfpUve ot prohibitory 
Precepts. And at. he was thutcartful about the 
Religion of the End,* in fecuriog the laving God 
with all the Heart % and our Neighbour as oqr» 
fclves ;• and the Care of ourfelws a$ the Apple of 
our Eye ? Or, in another. Abridgment, tbo doim 
Jujlice, loving Many, -and waiting- humbly mm 
God j fearing him fo truly, as ta keep his Com* 
mandment* and no Mao fo &Wy » to break 
them : So he roojf Care co perfetf the Relkioij 
of the Means,* as. far as they could be perfected* 
tiil the Fuioefc of the Time was come. Thus 
Repentance, in particular, ceafing to do cyti, 
learning to do well, was vcty- nujch exhorted to^ 

. • Jobmx. 25. + J*k*** \l- 9 J JW«.xr. 2a. 



NimltJ/i hhum 'mm tarn /mile, tarn far; ouam om*ttintnr 
. mfimt ifjbs fimus. fun -wdtfUi, frtmimdimm imrmBhty 
vidcatur, fit JMiem nutjfarium, mi ntmjifi % pks,quam*lttrmf 
Xiligat. Cic. 

0*t* tuutTM A*C* ^ritf* in Epi&. Lib. I. vap.. 49. 



and 
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&H A P. and qoickncd by many Prophets, aod many Pro* 
w^*^ vidences. Ana the Faith that fared? enlivened 
^V** that, was ftrengthencd by often repeated Oracks, 
and Renovations of the Promifc of their Meftab, 
and of the Light of the reft of the World, who 
was to teach ibfin, and the World, aH Things. 
• Mk a k Time- the appointed Emblem, and 
Types of tbt Propitiation (Rgtrn of tba true) 
went on for obtaining tho Favour of Heaven. 
And very wifely, by the Way, were the &cri- 
Sees of mat Service, with the numerous Rituals 
chofen and fated, for keeping die Children of 
JfraH, especially the Tribe of Judo, zpecttHafi 
unmixing People, With die reft of the World* 
Intending to preserve them free from die Idolatry 
which prevailed roond about them % lb as to be 
an Abomination to many, pnhana, to all their 
Ne^hbours. They were allowed, for Inftance, 
bothtofacrifice, and eat the Q» % and all the reft 
of his Family \ which the Egyptians adored as 
their God, whom they neither dartjl to facrifice, 
nor touch as Viftuals: And for that Reafon, 
among others, would have no Communion with 
the other* Through fach pedriiar Statutes, and 
temporary Ordinances, they were, in faft, e& 
ftftually preferred a peculiar Nation from all 
others; which was the very Thing God aimed at 
Becaufe the Salvation of the World, J ejus Cbrift, 
the Sacrifice of all Sacrifice*, without whofe pre- 
cious Btood*fhedding, no Remiffionof Sins, was, 
as the Record affirms, of the Jetvt : To be born » 
of one of the Families (the Lineage of David) 
of one of their Tribes ; tbtirs was the Oracle or 
Prophecies of the Time when, the Place where, 
the Chara&cr and Defcription of his Perfon. 

Th v * the Law given to them from Heavei^ 
bringing with it Jlaltd, written Emendation^ 

both 

• 
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both of the Means/ and of- the End of natural CHAP, 
Religion, was moreover occafionally a Providen- L 
pal Illumination of the Heathen World, in the ^^^^ 
Morality they ought to keep up to: And gatfe 
them, over and above, forae Predidion, and 
pofitive Expe&ation of that mighty Perfon called 
the DE S I R E of the Gentiles ; placed, as they 
were for that Purpofe, (being firft extraordinarily 
drawn out of Egypt with a mighty Hand) in the 
Center, as it were, of the then inhabited, and 
moft intelligent Part of the World Partly by 
their Captivities to Media, and Babylon* ; which 
feverally ferved to fpread the good Notions of 
their Decalogue, and the Predictions of their 
Meffiab (the common Saviour of all Men) all 
over the Eaftern World ; however, the Tradition 
became afterwards much corrupted and meta- 
morphifed, as has been obfcrved by learned Tra+ 
vellers. Partly by their near Communication 
with the Phoenicians ; who > are raoft probably 
reputed to have peopled Carthage, which firft 
peopled South- America t : But efpedally by their 
fojourning, and communicating afterwards, ft) 
king, with the Egyptians ; who, by Means of cP]^. 
tbagoras 9 and Plato** Travels thither, taught the 
Greeks \ who taught the Romans ; who may be 
laid to have taught Europe fome Purity in Morals* 
and feveral Excellencies of the Divine Nature. 
So that what is good in Heathen Ethicksf, may 

* Zoroaftresy the great Founder of Knowledge and Reli- 
gion in the Baft t was a Jew by Religion, and probably Ser- 
vant under DanUl: Pythagoras learnt from him ; the reft of 
Grtect from Pythagoras. Prid. Come&io*, pag. 213, 228, 
229, 

f See Introduction to 2?f£//0/£au hinerantiwn* by Harris. 

X Fid. Gakum de ortu fcf frogrejfu Phtbfohia, ifttfjue tra* 
/Mil'icm^ Ceteris fintibus, Huet. Abutan $ueft. Eakb.Prtfar. 
Bvang. Theoph. ad Autal Athenagoras. Juft. Mart. Ap>L 

Vol. I D bt 
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fcHAP. be faid to hare fprang formerly from the Jewifi, 
^J' and fince, more perfectly from the Cbrijtian Re* 
v, ^ r V > ^ ^relation ; whflft fome concealed, others knew 
cot to whom they were originally behoUeai 

1 t may be obferved further, that the ReaTon, 
perhaps, why God is fo often reprefented in the 
Jewtjh Difpenfation, as having Human Parts and 
Paflions, was in Affirmance of their Hope of 
their Mejfiah \ prophetically declarative, that he, 
who was their Heavenly Prefidpnt and Leader, 
(the Son of God) would a&ually, in due Time, 
take upon him Human Parts and Paffions, to do 
yet greater and miehtier Things for them, and 
the reft of the World. For, after God was indeed 
manifefted in the Ftejh^ all that Language ceafed 
iti Scripture. 

Then, upon the vijibte Appearance . of Chri* 
ftiamty in the World, which is to the World a 
new Improvement, and the real Perfe&ion of the 
moral perpetual Part of the other, as well as the 
hftlRevelation of the Will of God before he calls 
it to Judgment; was abolifhcd only what was 
temporary, and a&ually had become fuperffuous 
ill ttie Mofaick Difpenfation ; proving it, at the 
feme Time, by greater Miracles, (their own Ar- 
gument) to be the WU1 of Heaven, that the Sub~. 
fiance (being come) of the inftituted Part of their 
Religion, the Mediator between Gocj and Man, 
fhouknn all Reafon'take Place of the Shadow, 
and,.fuperfede the Figure. Whilft it confirmed, 
and confirrras whatever is really and perpetually 
good, both in the Religion of the End* and of 
the Means, whether among the Jews, or Gentiles : 
Improving by. its better Precepts, Means, Aids,* 
Motives, Helps, that which was gooc^to better * 
mending what wanted to be mended, and help-, 
ing what needed Help in each. 

Thus, 
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Tflvs, as to the Religion of the End, inthe CHAP, 
three tttvifions of Duty to OURSELVES,, L . 
NEtGHlBOUR, and GOD; the Grace of^^^ 
God (iij Klce manner as the Grace of our Lord 
Jefua tJhriit) has appeared unto all Men, /. e. 
Jrttiy and Gentiles, under which Divlfion all 
Men at thai time were comprehended, to whom 
AeGofpel has appeared; teaching us, that de- 
nying Ungodlinefs and worldly Lufts, we fhould 
Hre Soberly , Rigbteoufl% and Godly in thisprefent 
World. So far is it from dilapproving, that ic 
profeflfes openly, and every where, to carry on 
the fame good and excellent Ends, that natural 
Religion was ordaln'd qnto, through more po- 
tent and efficacious Methods. Not condemning 
that little may happen to be well done, with an 
Intention of pleating God, in Dependance upon 
his rewarding Farour (effcntial to the Chara&er 
6f well doing before him) under the Notion of 
Jplen&da feccata ; but makes idelf neceflary, 
where-wet preach'd, by (hewing what the other 
knew nothing of, viz. the only Way of Salva- 
tion, how God remits Sins, and re-admits us ontQ 
frtmfelf; which ffimulatcs to Newnefe of. Life, 
introduces our Addreffes to him, and actuates all 
the Means of being good, and doing good St 
Petet % full of the ttoly Gboft, proclaims, of a 
truth Godis no Refpefter of Perfons, but in every 
Nation be that fearetb bim, andworketb the JJigi- 
tewfheft * of thofe moral Duties, is accepted of him, 
q. d. to feme of the many Manfions of Reward in 
Heaven, or fo accepted, as, by his Providence, to 
be brought to the Knowledge and Inftru&ion of 
thofe better Means, for rendering him not 
only almoft, but altogether a good Chriftiari » 

• Mts x. 34. 

D 2 W 
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CHAP, as was the Cafe of Cornelius, which gave occafion 

l - to thofe Words. 
V^V^ A n d as it approves of Obedience to the natu- 
ral Law of Righteoufnefc in the Religion of the 
End, fo does it with RefpeCt to that of the Means, 
Repentance, and Prayer, in aim oft infinite Places. 

II. I t improves the good, and mends whatever 
was corrupted in either of them, at the fame 
time it mightily operates upon, them both. It 
would be endlefs to enumerate in Particulars, the 
manifold Excellencies and Advantages of the Chri- 
ftian, over the Jewijh, Pagan, or Mahometan 
Religion ; as well in regard to its carrying thofe 
moral Virtues, which they all in. common make 
& (hew of requiring, to greater Perfection than 
any of them •, as ia the better Ways and Means 
to attain them ip that Perfection. 

In fhort, its grand Purpofe is to lead us to 
Heaven and unchangeable Happinefs, by firft 
recovering us to the Image of God, or the pri- 
maeval Perfection of our Nature v by healing all 
its Infirmities, as concerning Evil ; and animating 
all its Powers, Choices, and Palfions after true 
Good 5 by curing and removing all its Defe&s, 
ImperfeAioiis, and Hindrances, both in Know- 
ledge and Practice, that are prejudicial to the 
ftme. Thus the Rule of its Faith and Pra&ice 
defcribes itfelf, able to make wife unto Salvation 
through Faith which is, in Chrifi Jefus ; as profitable 
fpr Dotlrine, in that which is true in Divine 
Things; for Reproof in that which is falfe in 
DoCtrine \ for Correction, in whatever is wrong 
in Practice ; for Inftruftion, in all Things good 
and righteous, that the Man cf God may be through- 
ly furnifhed to all good Works*. To run over the 
three Branches of Duty : Firft, 

* 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16. 
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CHAP.' 
- Ftrfti The Lsve of God, which was in a man- .*l^ 
ner loft and fwaUowed up of Fear and horrid Ap* ^V^ 
prehenfions, with refpeft to their own difpiric- 
ing Guilt among the Gentiles, is clearly manifest- 
ed in that greats amiable, and moflr endearing 
Inftance, of fending bis only begotten Son into the 
World* for the univerfal Redemption of it, fuf-' 
ficient to remove any unrighteous Thoughts off 
God's being partial. And the Command of lov- 
ing with all the Heart, Sou), Strength, being 
Very much fervili2'd among the Jews, was made 
a placid and delightful Afifc&ion through the 
Chrifttan Revelation; of its true Grounds and 
moft engaging Reafons, of God firft loving us, not 
we him : That he loved us yet being Enemies, fo 
very indulgently' to our Happinefs, that, if we 
have any Love for that, or ourfelves, or for 
Loving-kindnds of {he greateft Cdft and Conde- 
fcenfion pofllble from Heaven, it muft have its in- 
tended Operation infhedding abroad the Love of 
God upon our Hearts, in fuch a Warmth, andfuch 
a Laftingnefe of Impreflion, as to. conftrain us to 
re-Jove above all Things, the Divine Goodnefe, 
which concerted and effe&cd thofe gracious Me- 
thods, and live to him we love. 

The Author of Cbriftianity* &c. * cites 
r John iv. 19. for the Ground and Inducement of 
our Love to God, becaufe be firft loved us; wil- 
fully dropping the very Inflame and Manner of 
his firft loving us aflign'd, ver. 10. viz. the find* 
ing bis Son to be a Propitiation for us. As if he dif- 
dain'd for his own Part, and would induce every 
body elfc to the like Contempt, of not being 
beholden to any fuch Overtures of redeeming 

D 3 Love: 
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CHAP. Love: So impcrfed and unfair, alraoft every 
** where, are bis fony Keprefeautiqos. of ChrU 

Th e Fear of God was tempered* and ^ 
proved from that of Servants to that becoming 
tons i which is fo encouraged, as to caft out fer* 
vile, diftant, unapproaching Fear. To be afraid 
to difpleafe a Father, is a chofen Fear, and, pf 
all Fear*, mod coercive from tranfgreffing againft 
him : Seeing he gpve up his only begotten JJon 
unto Death, the Wages of our Sin, that we 
might revive in the Body after its Deceafe, and 
live for ever : and learn to ftand in Awe heie of 9 
Father fo much kinder to us ; and of Sin fa abt 
horrent to him, and which will become ouf 
Rub, when it ceafes to be our Fear. 

T r u s t is endeared and improved upon th* 
fame Grounds a Child has to depend upon a re* 
ooncikd Father, in every Want of Thing*, fitt 
tcft for us ; No more doubling his Care and Pro* 
vlfion for our Temporal State, in the due Ufe of 
lawful Means, than of his a&ual vifiUe. Well? 
Providance for the Fowls of the Air^ and the Lilks 
of the Field ; both FellownPenfioners of the Di? 
vine Providence, *nd yet altogether of fp much 
lefs Confideratiomthan we. This is ridiculed by 
our Author *, but with great Ignorance; for no 
Argument in any Human Difcourfe, tending tp 
the fame Conclufion, is to be compared to it fo* 
Self-Evidence, nor can any Topick, a rnnore a4 
fnajus* more beautifully, or half fa familiarly 
captivate the Mind of Man, or frame his diftruft- 
ful Logick, upon fuch a Subjed. Whatever 

1 Page 312. 
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coptes after Nature, is the true Sublime in Lan*. CHAP.' 

Sage i and the taoft inward affe&ng roto?, *■ 
die Perfuafion of all Men, as all Men are ^V^. 
fuppofcd to feel, and underftand what they are 
born to, Nature. 

BtrT to return ; if they aTe refpefted with 
the fupferintending Care of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, we h» Children, who hare the Dominion 
over than for Ufe, toay be very well aflbred of 
a modi greater, and mote particular Care, espe- 
cially when we ferve him, and rule over them in 
the Kingdom of God, which is a Kingdom of 
perfeft Friendship arid Reconciliation. That, 
was there nothing effe y odght to compote our 
Minds, and free them from that Diftruft fo vifible 
m the Gentiles, who knew not how God is their 
Father; and therefore rely fo anxioufly, and yet 
fc frukfcfly, upon their own Care and Conduft 
altogether, as if there was none in Heaven to care 
for them, or mean them any Good. And as to 
truftiogGodfor ftirdon of Sin, and Supply of 
Spiritual Wants, where had they any ? arid yet 
wfoaraDoor of Atfunmce does Chnftianity fee 
6pen to sdi Supplicant*?* As if we faw the Lord 
God t/i twr Salvation; 4 knowing his Son, now 
fitting at Hb Right Hand, tei\have onde died for 
ourSirts, figft oar Pardon with his own Hand, 
upon dteeafy Conditions h is offered. If he has 
i&aafty given us his only Son, thegreateft of all 
poffible Gifts, how (hall he forbid any, or aH 
kfler Gifts and Graces to flow freely from that 
Fouiitairi and Foundation of all his r«ewed M er- 
cies unto Man ? And knowing the given Son to 
be aMb Son of Man, our Advocate always, till 
he is our Judge, at the laft Day ; feeing the 
Mercy ana Tuftice of God united to the FleOi 
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C H A p. and Bones of Man,how fecure are we of Companion 

*• to our Infirmities, of a merciful Sentence, and of not 

V'V^' remarkioglour Frailty, hut. our Witfulnefs only? 

Honouring God in his Name, A tributes, 
Providences, was buried under general Negleft \ 
but reftored and improved under Chriftiamty, by 
newer, more charming and ingratiating Delays 
of each of them, and from much more endearing 
Reafons, jointly and fevemlly. So was fmearing 
religioufij by him, on folemn Occafiorre, .dege- 
nerated into, all maimer of Evafions, Wanton- 
nefies, and Prophanations, both among Jews, 
and Heathens ; hut reftored to its Religion and 
Sacrednefs, by the ftrifteft Prohibitions agatnft 
proftituting that S acred A$t of Religion (nqceflary 
in the great Occafiona, and Appeals of Society: to 
the-great Maker, Partaker, and Supreme Umpire 
of it) to any ordinary TrUfca of .the Bullies,* and 
Scoundrels of it. 

Sihciritt Kkewife towards God,- fo cf* 
fential to any manner of Pretence of RcHgiod 
cowards hkn who feethin Secret, was fcand aloofly 
transformed by both of them inter mere outward 
Shew and Formality \ but retrieved to true De- 
votion and Godlinefs, by. the fevered Condemn 
nation of Hypocrify, and from the Confide* ation 
who is Infpe&or, and will be Judges and what 
rnuft he the folemn Account we (hall one Day 
make up. .*•.'.".- 

The nalbral and reafonable Duty of Vbankji- 
jiving, was fallen alfo into Difufe and Corruption 
aitiopg the Nations, and Jexm y the moft ungrace- 
ful of the two ; for upon thefe lad peculiar 
Dependants upon the Favours and Indulgences of 

Heaven, 
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Heaven, the Heavenly Favours were always CHAP;- 
thrown away ; nothing but Adverfity do«ld v^n/^ 
aflfed^ or make them underftand any thing of ^ nr - 3f 
God long. But what they performed fometimes* 
for fomr Things at the Coft and Charge of fome ex- 
terna] Oblation, devoted as in Euchariftical Sa- 
crifice or Thank-offering, is cheapened to « at 
die low 'Rate, the No-Expence of the Calves of 
our Lips. With fuch Sacrifice are we bid to 
offer Fraife, and rcjoyce in the 1 Lord, and give 
Thanks always for all Things ; for fo is the Will of 
God in Cbrift Jefus * So everlafting is this Debt, 
that it is our Employment in Heaven ; and to 
confcfs ourfelves, on Earth, unable to praife 
him worthily, bitfelf a fublimeAft of Praife; 
fchilft doing our beft, with the bed Member that 
we have for its Propagation, our pbor Endea- 
vours are Signified, and made pleating in the 
Mediator. So welcome always to God is this 
Dependance upon him, ahd Infufficiency of our- 
felves, this conftant Gratitude, recipient Con- 
dition^ and good Senfe 1 <sf a rational Creature 
towards his Creator, that the Diftributions of 
Charity art parrfcu lot ty pftfled, for thfe Reafon, 
abdibr the Sake of the abounding if many Vhankf 
ghfags ufilo him i* •; and ' fo rational a Pleafure, 
that the* vety bdf Mirth and Melody of Heart is 
referred to that chirfeft Exultation \ : And the 
manner of addreffing it in the Name of our Lord 
y*fits Cbrift R, is known only unto Chriftians* 
how the Acceptance is for his Sake alone, in 
whom alone God is well pleafed. 

Secondly, The Charity which fulfils the Com- 
mandment to our Neighbour , is cultivated in 

• I Tbef. v. 18. Epb. v. 26. f 2 Cor. ix. if. 

J Jamsy. 13. g Eph. v. 30. 

Christianity, 
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CHAP. Chriftiaaity* cq the highcft Pitch of Bene voknor, 
^•.and Bencftccnoc: Enlarged from the narrow 1«>- 
^^^guHbiqg Condition k lay under amoog the 7w, 
ip the loving and doing Good to Enemies* and 
beyond the Humanity of the Heathens, who never 
extended it to Enemies as long as they continued 
futb ; and animated with the moft forcible Ex- 
ample of Godlike Virtue, of one like ourielvas, 
fping. about, and eking good, adminsiring to the 
Welfare of all, though never fo unworthy Ob- 
jefts. Yet admitting a prudential Preference 
vith reiped to Ability* and Opportunity* As 
we kave Opportunity* let us do Good unto ail Men ; 
ef penally unto thm % that are of tbtHouftpld of 
Faith*. 

An* if our Author tad better underftood the 
Command of lending in fome CkeumftanceSy 
hoping for nothing agmn % he weald not ha*e ten* 
ibred it fo often \ as a Defeft in the Chriftiaa 
Morals* and a Want of prudential Care -of ^ our- 
(elvefc Were we to lend, to luxotie, but who 
was able to lend us again * they* who'tamo* 
lend again, and confayaeatiy- moft of all others 
in Want of Affifance to encourage thehr Indudry 
^;and Honefty, would be unaffiftad* which was 
' 'the Intention of the Precept tft prevent Ono 
would be a real Aft of Beneficence ; the other* 
no better than bartering one Kindnefcfbc an* 
pther, which is no Kindnoft at ali. 

H e alfo (hoots his Bplt againft the IfraeUfes 
borrowing Jewels of Gold, Silver, and Raiment 

* Gal. vi. to. Agreeably to the Law of Nature, Oftimm 
Societas hominum cvnjundioquefervabitur, fi, ut qui/que trifton- 
jnnBifftmus % ita in turn benignUath tlurimum conftrttur. Cic. 
* Off. lib. U. tf XVI. t Page 306, 31K 
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of tbt Egyptians, and brands the not rcfttmg, esCHaf: 
*t» A& *£ Injuftioe. 3ot he might haw eooft- .^^ 
dared the f*eviou$Opprcffioo and Infliftice doiie^* 56 
. to that laborious People, in makhtt Ufe of their 
Labour, without paying tfyero Wages; and, 
perhaps, that Loan barely fatted Arrears : They 
were firft invited and received into £#/>/* open 
the feared laws of Hq/pitdlity f as appeared in the 
Records of the Kingdom ; but afterwards by a 
mere Ad of Power; contrary to Law, tifed as 
Servants- In that Cafe, borrowing where there 
was nor Redraft in Civil Courts, carried the Idea 
of a y& Dtmand from thafo who were gladb of 
the Opportunity of even prefacing them with 
their cboiceft Things, to get rid of them, tbtx 
Sbey might not all be dead Men. However, as a 
Civilian* he might reafoo i fappofiog thefe Goods 
Jew in Fricndftup, and thofc Friends prdently 
after become enraged Enemicsv bmt upon their 
utter Definition, and aftuaUy porfae them clofe 
for that Purpofos the Law of Self Defence, 
irhicLgives a Right to die Lift of the Lenders, 
gwts a Right to their Goods) if the Lenders 
bad aotothtrwifc bum defrayed, and ail after 
Pretenae of Claw, with them* to the Honour of 
God; the Terror of Opprefitoo} and the Vindi- 
cation of Innocence. 

Sftntfy, The Care of mrfelves in the due 
Command of bodily Aficdions; the Knowledge 
of our Frame, what is the Dignity of our Na- 
ture, yet bow defe&ve in Ignorance, Uncon- 
ftaney, and Pravity of Inclinations; for what we 
were made ; wherein our true Happincfs confifts ; 
JiowSin, Evil, and Temptation, which fo much 
obftrud it in the Time of our Probation, entered 
jnto the World j how very liable we are to Sin, 

yet 
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£HA f - yet how difpleafing it is to God ; where is oof 
.^J-^emedy, and on whom #e depend (infuperable 
^^ to the Underftanding of Heathens) are no Wherfe 
taught or explained, or fo mucfr imprefled upon 
Observance, as in the Chriftiah Inftitution ; noc 
to mention the Government of our Thoughts; 
the Spring- head of Sin * or the Avoidance in fait, 
of the Appearance of Evil 

Before I leave" the Religion of the End, I 
cannot but rtmark upon the Unfairnefe of our 
Author's Conduct; he is himfelf beholden t6 
Atfehors for fomeof the beft Things in his Book, 
without acknowledging it. Take one or two 
Jnftances concerning the Glory of God*, which 
is borrowed from the Religion of Nature deline- 
'atidf, one of Pompey and Cizfart, without tak^ 
ing Notice from -whom. But his Partiality, with 
refpeft to thofe he does cite, is notorious, and 
ihoul'd be abhorred by every candid Writer and 
Reader, who have due Regard to a true Teftfc- 
mony. He gravely brings iii i TiU<nfbn, Barroztf, 
Scott, and innumerable more, as complete Evi- 
dences on his Side, and out of them produces k 
.'Load of Quotations, which make up, in a man- 
ner, half his Book \ to prove what ? That the 
Law of Nature is perpetual, founded in the Rela- 
tion of Things, invariable , immutable, indifpenftble \ 
that it is the mam Stcpe of Cbrifti&mty to further 
and promote it to due Effeff. Truths which no 
Divines, or thinkirig Chriftians ever denied, in a 
qualified Senfe. To what Purpofe then all this 
Parade ofWitneffesJ To countenance his bad 

Caufe, if that could be done, by a Method that 

• . • • - 

. .. f Page 3*- - +*age H9* s 
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h worfe •, by fuffering the Witneflcs to fpeakbut CHAP. 

half the Truth Let them be examined. Have I 

they faid nothing elfc in Behalf of Chriftianity, V ^V!*£ 
and of the peculiar Parts and Do&rines of* it, - 
which he diflikes and reje<5h * ? He knew in his 
Confcknct they have. Why-then fupprefs that 
which would have contradi&ed his half Citations, 
Allegations ex. parte, and confuted his pernicious 
DeOgns? Is it fair, is it tolerable in a Writer, 
to aJIedge one Pa/t of a Sentence, and drop die 
other, or Part of a Book, and conceal the reft ; 
becaufe one makes for him, the other againft 
him? At that rate, the beft Authors; the Bible } 

itfelf, n^y be lugged in to ptove any thing. 
And, indeed, die latter, has fared the worft of - y 

all in his Hands. He ridiculously draws thence 
the Sword of the Spirit to ftab Chriftianity with : . 
But unfortunately for his unwieldy Hand, 
wounds only himfelf, and hU own Judgment : 
He commonly arrefts a Text, and makes ltfpeak 
for him, in Contradi&ion to its Context, from 
whence he took it •, and is every where very arch 
in catching at the Sound of Words, in order to 
perfuade rhofe, who are fhallow enough to be 
affefted with that, more than the real Meaning, 
and better pleafed with Surfaces, than Solidity. 
But I (hall trace him in thofe Particulars no far- 
ther, than they fall in with my.Defign. Which is 
next to proceed to the Religion of the M b a n s, 

* See the Teftimoiiy of thofe three eminent Divine: agiinft 
cur Author's Book, coHe&ed and referred to by the Bjfap of 
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CHAP. II. 
The Religion pf the Mean & 

I.O/REPENTANCE, 



[QTH kipentsnce tod Prayer, ever 
fitted Mttft found out manjri>evices 
for parting with the Uprightnefs he 
was created in, inftantfy became 
MeaH$ Aeceffary to that State of Sm, 
Biforder, *ttd Need, both in Body atid Mind, 
which Mttkind feel themfelves labour under ; 
for putting forme Stop to Proclivity to Evtl, and 
fifccdsfuUy Improving the Struggle of the Law 
of the Mind agpinft the Law of the Members, to 
the Approbation of God and Ourfelves, m the 
Mattery of the former over the latter; • This be- 
iag the true State of Things, by the Confeffion 
of atl Flefh, that we are Sinner^ and that we are 
Liars if we dUbwn it : Juft as PriLjfei' as often as 
we want; fo Repentance asfeon aswefln, ap- 
pears to be our Means, and our bounden Duty, 
in Reafon, as well as Revelation. 

But though Repentance and Prayer became: 
the conftant Medicines for the Sins and Difordcrs 
of Man againft God, and his own Reafon ; yet 
the Virtue and Efficacy of both of them, was 
owing to the unknown Mediator and Guardian 
of them, before he was manifefted in the FJefh ; 

and 
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and where he is not as yet revealed : as, where- CH A& 
ever he is, their Virtue is wholly to be derived, .J^L, 
and awdted through him. Repentance Was ao^^^ 
Pan <>f theRc%ioa of our primitive Conft kutioh, 
but came in after, as the trembling Attendant 
upon Guilt. As foon as our Nature was fallen 
into a Pronenefi and a Liableneis to that, and Sin*. - 
the firft Effort of the human Mind for Recovery 
of itfelf to Wifdom and better Conduct, upon 
every wilful Tranfgreffion, when the Mind recoils 
upon itfelf with Penance, for having done amift ; 
Repentance is the only natural Confolation, and 
the beft, after Senfe, Rcafon can di&ate, to- 
wards undoing what was wrong ; and therefore 
the jJry? Wifdom and Stand for endeavouring to 
do fo no more. Hieroclesj who was beholden to 
Chriftianity for many Rood Sentiments, fays, 
ct When we havt fallen Worn Goodnefi or Pro- 
€€ bky, we recover it again by an ingenuous Re- 
c< pentanoe, fubmkting to the Divine Corret&orw 
** For this Repentance is the very Beginning of 
44 Wifdom (Philafophy and the Avoidance of 
44 foolifh Words and Works is die firft Prepara- 
44 tion to that Life which is not to be repented 
44 of V And confequestly, in the natural Reli- 
gion of finful Man, it muft be reckoned the firft 
leading Means for redimigrating our unconftant 
broken Obedience in tbofe Particulars, which am 
the Religion of the End. For though God is a 
Retvarder effuch as diligently feek bim> ft ill Re- 
pentance on Man's Part, in Company with Faith 
that He is, and is a Rewarder, muft be the pre- 

ytt-m*. g rmp dfmnrmjkfyif 71 *£ hby* puyl x, # *p*mr 
V*i(T* (Z?,1 i 9*hn •£*«««* Cann. Pyth. /. 167. 
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CHAP, vious Foundation of coining to him, and of di- 
H- ligently fceking toplcafehim: Inafmuch as he 
&*y*^ regards not to bear, much left reward the impeni- 
tent Sinner ; another Didate of natural Reafon. 

Nowi bccaufe Guilt naturally intimidates the 
Mind, and makes it diffident of the future Favour 
of the Party offended; that Change of Mind 
(Mfirtfeoj*) returning from Evil to Good, and that 
after Care {Ifarap&Um) to do better, fpringing 
from Sorrow for what is pad, (the meaning of 
Repentance in Scripture) both grow heartleisand 
una&ive, without an effeftud Perfuafion of Re- 
concilement and Forgivenefs of Sin ; therefore 
Faith in our Lord Jefus Cbrifl 9 the Mediator of 
Reconciliation, prefents itfelf, to improve, move, 
?nd infpire it with lively Powers, and an a&ual 
letting about it. • 

Accordingly the firft Knowledge of a 
jSaviour or Jefus, is revealed -for that very pur- 
pofe, He Jhall fave bis People from . their Sins * ; 
and the Knowledge of Salvation given to them 
is for the Remiffton of their Sins f » the Word* 
the Wa% % the Gofpel % of Salvation, all mean the 
lame Thing. The true Notion of the Blejfmg of 
a Saviour, preaching Peace or Remiflion of Sins, 
confifts in turning away every one of us from our 
Iniquities ||. This is the Peace of God which paf- 
feth all Underjtanding ; or £irpafleth, and is better 
than all other Underftanding and Knowledge j the 

9 Mat. i. 21. f Lukei. yj. 

t y Zv*yyi*Jov 3 At)tr«# r //071 dyyihx* if/if *qXy*m 

Xv X; UtA«V l^CVUty TKTfc«7F &J*§&, ffofW ijJUtfTJ&Pf JV* 

xaianv, Ivifov eif i&pxf 9 x* i/io£s«f *r 0«S. Theophylad*/ 
Pre/, to St. Mat. afud^ Mill. T Gofjcl-Gof/ Word, or good 
toying. AQs iii. 26. 

Grace 
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Grtce of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Love of Gel CHAR 
This is the Kingdom of Gbd, ofCbrfc of Heaven, u -^ 
L c. for bringing us thither ; a Kingdom of Re- ^^Y^B 
conciliation, and Restoration of Mankind, or 
Sinners to eternal Life, by taking away Sin, 
which was the Bar to the Entrance into it ; bring- 
ing Gkry to God m the Higbeft, on Earth, Peace, 
good Will towards Men: This is the mediatorial 
Kingdom, not of this World, in which Chrift is 
King; the JVay, the Truth, and the Life: for 
this Caufe, he tells Pilate, he came into the 
World Co bear Witnefe of that Truth, that he 
was xhtfent of God, and came from him, to bo 
the Kingly Mediator and Saviour of the World * 
a good ConfeJJion as the Apoftle calls it. 

The Laws of which Kingdom are not the 
old Law of Works, of abfolute perfeft Obedi- 
ence to the Law of the Mind, of God, and Rea- 
loo j but the Law of the Rightcoufhefi of Faith * 
accounting that Obedience, which isfincere, zea- 
lous of good Works, to theutmoft of our Power, 
though mixed with Frailties and Defefts, to bo 
cqpinJcnt to an exalt adequate Performance. 
And therefore that Kingdom is faid to confift in 
that Righteoafnefs, Peace, and Joy in the Holy 
Gboft *, which flow from that practical Belief of 
Forgiveness of Sins through Chrift. The Holy 
Gboft (bedding abroad the Love of God, and the 
Knowledge of the Lord Jefus the Me<tiator, 
upon the Hearts of the firft Converts, confirmed 
die Truth of it by divers Miracles. And they be- 
ing purpofely wrought for afcertaining the Truth 
of the glad Tidings of Salvation, that Remijfton 
of Sins was to be had in Chrift Jefus only, to fay 

• Km. xhr. 17; 

VW..I. E Wm**f* 
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CHAP, deliberately, that thofe undeniable Miracles #fcre 
**^, Impofture, or that That great Sinner Belzebub 
^V^nad any Hand in them, was the fame Thing as 
to fay, the Thing proved, viz. the faving Grace 
and Favour of God promulged to the World, 
for remitting Sins in that Method, was a Cheat 
and Impofture. That made the Sin, but more 
properly Blafpbemy againft the Holy Ghoft 5 and 
made it alfo irremiffible, not to be forgiven in this 
World, nor that which is to come * 5 becaufe ic 
amounts to the denial of the Remiflion of Sins, 
or Man's Salvation. And if any fall away after 
they have received that Belief which accompanies 
Salvation, and were illuminated (as at the firft in 
Baptifm) by the Holy Ghoft, and have tafted of 
that Heavenly Gift, as well as Remiflion of Sins, 
they not only tread under foot the Son of Gbd, 
and put him to an open Shame, as being a De- 
ceiver ; but do defpite unto the Spirit of Grace. 
And it is as impoffible to renew them again to Re- 
pentance -f-, as ie is to induce a Man to repent of 
his Sins, who does not believe the Remiflion of 
them. \ 

S o long and fo firmly, by the way, was this 
capital BlefEng of the Gofpel received in Belief, 
that it was as needlefs to make ic an Article of a 
Chriftian Creed, as to have made the Gofpel itfclf 
an Article of it : Nor was it inferted, till it was 
denied in fome Refpeds by the Bafilidians, Mon- 
tanifts, but efpecially the Novations. See Crit. 
Hift. of the Creed, pag. 361, 380. Novatian al- 
lowed of no Remiflion of Sins committed after 
Baptifm i for which he defervedly got the Cha- 
racter of an Enemy of Mercy* a Murtberer of Re- 
pentance, a Doftor of Pride, a Corrupter of Truth, 

* Mark iii. 28. f HA. vi 4. x. 26. 

.. , and 
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and a Deftroyer of Charity. Cyp. Ep. 57. That CHAP. 
Comfort and Joy in believing, the firft Churches U. 
are faid to exult in, and receive the Word with ^VV 
Joy ; Upon the fame Account are we bid to ri- 
joice in tbe Lord always, and again to rejoice \ " 

So comfortlefs was the Heathen World before 
the Salvation of the Gofpel vifited them j fo 
doubtful were the beft, lb dead and defponding 
were the Generality, as to the Pra&ice of Repen- 
tance, having no Certainty of the Remiffion of 
Sins •, that they contentedly fat down in their 
Darknefs, and covered themfelves with its Shadow 
and with the Repetition of their Sins ; who know- 
ing the Judgment of God (that they who do fucb 
Thing are worthy of Death) not only do tbe fame y 
but have pleafare in them that do them \. For they 
who happened to reafon right from the Dictates 
of natural Conference, concerning the Difplea- 
fure of God for fuch wicked Actions, were other* 
wife inftruded and over-perfuaded by their Tea- 
chers, the Pbilofopbersy <Tbat there was no Dijplea- 
Jure or Anger in God for tbe Offences of Men. So 
Laffant. Lib. de Ira 9 pajfim, is positive not only 
as to the Epicureans and Stoicks, (to whofe Prin- 
ciples it was exaftly agreeable) but, Ita omnes 
Pbilo/bpbi de Ira confentiunt. And with refpeft to 
the contrary Opinion, viz. Ut irafcatur Deus, a 
Pbilofopbis nee fufceptum eft unquam, nee diquando 
defenjum ; that God could be angry, was never 
either embraced or defended by them; and at lad 
gives his Opinion, qui fine ira Deum ejfe credunt 9 
diffihunt omnem Religionem. If God is not angry 
with Sinners, what need of Repentance and tor- 
faking Sin ? Or what Occafion to fear him ? 

• PM. hr. 4; f **■ *• 3 *•. 

n £ z Thus 
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CHAP. 

**^j Thus negledting Repentance, and the Fear 

A * r V ? *' c f q^ wbkh is the Beginning of Wifdom and 
Religion, they went on greedily in Iniquity, till 
their meafure was fo full, as to be given up to a 
reprobate Mind. Another of the Jpologifts fays, 
What has Cicero, what has Seneca (who have wrote 
-moft divinely of other Duties and Offices) writ- 
ten of Repentance? But of Repentance they 
/knew no more than this, that it was, Paffio qua- 
dam anitni veniens de offenfa fenttntiee prioris. C*- 
cerd declares the Opinion of all the Philofophers, 
Off. Lib. HI, Sedt 27. Hoc commune eft om- 
nium PbHofipborum, nunquam ncc irafci Deum, nee 
nocere ; that God was never dngry, nor would 
lie ever hurt Men. In fhort, the Heathen 
World being without a known Covenant, were 
without a known Frotnife ; and being ignorant 
bf Jefus and the Refurreftion, which brought the 
Knowledge of the Remiffion of Sins, and Life 
-and Immortality to light, together with the 
•abfolute Certainty of a future Judgment, thfey 
f ftot knowing the manner how it was granted, 
were without Hope of it ; which left them in a 
manner without God in the World, i. e. as to any 
Repentance towards him. They were fallen, as 
*the Apoftle tells the moft learned of them, into 
* general Ignorance of it*, as well as of the 
'Objeft of Worfhij): Their Cafe, however, 
'was not defperate, it was pitiable, and there- 
fore engagingly addrefe'd them, That the times 
0/ that Ignorance y God winked at, but now com- 
mands all Men every where to repent, becaufe be 
hath appointed a Day, &c. by that Man Jefus 
Chrift. 

# JS$ xviii, ja 

Hjence, 
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eHAP. 
Hence, upon the very fifflr Commencement vJJj^ 
of preaching the Gofpel* by the Fore-runner^^**- 
John* tbe firft Difcipks to Evangelical Repent 
tance, w«e made in the Belief of. km that Jhould 
com* after. And after our JU>i?d tad wrought 
out our Pardon by his Death, Reiurre&ion and 
A&enfion, in ail the Preaching and Writing of 
his Apoftles, where Repentance i* urged, it i$ 
never oace urged alone : But either, where Faith 
in Chrift was firft received, which previoufly fup- 
pofed that Foundation 5 or, where k was not 
asyetemtaaced, recommended always for con* 
verting Jews and Gentiles* in Conjunction with 
being baptized in the Name of Jtfus* or Lor 4 
Jejks* far Remiffion of Sins * •, which necefiarily 
includes Faith in him as the Mediator of Recon- 
ciliation. The ApoflU particularly enumerates it 
together with Baptifm in his Catalogue of the 
Fundamentals of the Db&rine of Chrift ; wherein 
the Hebrew Converts were not fo fteddy as they 
fhould be 1 5 or elfe in Corvjun&ion with his be- 
ing rifen, and afcended to Heaven, tobeaPrinco 
and a Saviour* to give Repentance to Ifrael, and 
Forgivemfi of Sin X ; or, his being the Judge of 
the World ||. And St. Pauh /hewing to them of 
Damafcus and Jerufalem, and all tbe Coajis of 
Judea, and then to tbe Gentiles* that tbey fhould re- 
pent and turn to God* and do Works meet for Re* 
peniance +, was joined with tbe Preaching ofJefus%. 
To all Converts we find it infeparably urged, 
infa Faith \x(Jefus* or Belief of the Go/pel* which 
is the fame thing. This figmfying, that Repen- ; 

* Aa$ ii 37, 3$. iii. 19. f HA. vi. 1, 2. 

% Aa*v. 3;. || J0sxm* 31. I A8$ 

nvi. 20. \ Ms v. 30. 

E 3 tance 
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CHAP, tancewas impra&icable, where there is noPer- 
^ J -, fuafion of the Remiffion of Sins ; becaufe that 
s^Y*^ Faith, or Perfaafion of the Goodnefs of God in 
Cbrifty reconciling the World to himfelf, is tbt 
Motive and moral Caufe of it : Which Caufe be- 
ing a Revelation from the Gift of God, the Ef- 
fect, Repentance, may very juftly, as it fbme- 
times is affirmed, be his Gift: For the Gentile 
had no Motives to Repentance •, and the Jew 
none in Comparifon of the Chriftian ; and there-* 
fore to give them fuch Motives, was the lame 
Thing as to pve them both Repentance. And what 
was the Effedt of preaching Remiffion of Sins to 
the Gentiles in the Name of Jefus? Tliejews 
themfelves are forced to confefs it, that God bad 
granted to the Gentiles REPENTANCE unto 
Life, A&s x. 1 8. implying that Do&rine to be 
the Fountain of Repentance. 

That Grace of God being granted, and aa 
far as it appeared to all Men, R E P E N TAN C E 
becomes an able, well-promoted, and moft en- 
couraged Undertaker of the Work of ferfaking 
Ungodlinefs and worldly Lufts, and living foberly , 
rigbteou/ly> and godly 9 &c. The perfuading Men 
into the Remiffion of Sins in the Method of God 
in Chrift, is one of the Keys of that Kingdom ; 
and to be appointed to the Miniftry of that gra- 
cious manifold Word of Exhortation, is the fame 
Thing, as to have the Keys appointed, or given 
for opening the Kingdom of Heaven to Believers 
M in Jefus. That eternal Life, confequent upon 
Sins being remitted through him, may be our 
Hope ; and eternal Death, the Confequence of 
their being retained^ may ftrike our Fear, with 
fuch a Force, as to divorce us from our Sins. 
• 

And 
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CHAP. 
And becaufc true Repentance not to . be re- *-?!. 
pented of, includes in it a Return to that univer- ^Y*^ 
fal Obedience which God and the Constitution 
of Things have commanded ; called therefore 
Converfion, or turning to the Lord ; renewingof the 
JkSnd, putting on the new Man, the new Creature, 
Regeneration, new Birth, newnefs of Life: and 
forafmuch as Faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift touch- 
ing Remifiion of Sins, gives Nerves and Motion 
to that Repentance, which fcts all the Wheels of 
Duty in regular Motion, and puts the whole 
Courfe of a good Convention in Order, for 
bringing forth Fruits meet for Repentance ; to 
induce Men to repent, and do the firft Works of 
natural Religion, to the utmoft of their Power, 
by the Means and Motives of the Gofpel, is the 
great Bufinefs of theGofpel, The Contents of 
CbrijFs own preaching the Gofpel of the King* 
dom of God is accordingly fummed up, in 
preaching, repent ye, and believe the Gofpel* ; and 
St. Paul, according to the Commiffion he re- 
ceived from Jefus, appearing to him from Hea- 
ven, jiff. xxiv. 18, &c. to open the Eyes of 
Jews 2nd Gentiles, and turn them from Darknefs 
to Light, and from the Power of Satan unto 
God, that they may receive Forgivenefs of Sins, and 
Inheritance among them, which are (an&ify'd 
by Faith; (hewed firft unto them of Damafcus y 
and at Jerufdem, and then to the Gentiles, that 
tbeyjbould repent and turn to God, and do fVorks 
meet for Repentance, in Virtue of that Faith. This 
is the Account he gives of his own Preaching and 
.Do&rine, in all Truth and Sobernefe, before 
King Agrippa, and the whole Court. At another . 

• MarAi, 15. Mat.iv. 17, 

E 4 Time > 
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CHAP, Time, reckoning up the whole Counfel of God 
iJJ^/in manifeftinghisSonin theFlcfh, andrehearfing 
^V^r before the Elders of Ephefus, the moft material 
Things of that Gofpel, which he, for his Part, 
preached with fuch zealous Diligence and Fide- 
lity, as to be free from the Blood of all Men, by 
bis holding nothing back of what was indifpen- 
fably neceffary both to Jews and Greeks, funis 
up, in Repentance towards God, and Faith towards 
cur Lord Jefus Cbrijl*. No wonder, therefore, 
if that Faith fo often Hands for the Chriftian Re- 
ligion in general, feeing it is the principal Inftru- 
ment for carrying on its Defigns for promoting 
Repentance, which promotes die Endeavours 
after, and Practice of all good Works. 

Av d here it may not be unufefol to offer a 
Solution of that implicated perplexing Queftion, 
What is true Religion ? What muft I do to befaved ? 
Becaufc the true Anfwer will, at the fame Time, 
account for the different Defcriprions, and film- 
ing Catalogues of Fundamentals, and Abridg- 
ments of the Contents of Christianity, as they 
occur in Holy Scripture, The Qutfiion is not 
one, but many, even a Legion, if one was to 
count by the Number of AnCwers given to it ; 
affording rather a negative Knowledge what it is 
not, than pofitively what it is j the pregnant Oe- 
cafion of Confufion and Wrangle, and of being 
tofled to and fro with every Wind of Do&rine 1 
wrong Apprehenfions and Miftakes muft continue, 
till that negative manner of refolving is changed 
into fome pofitive, fatisfa&ory Account of it; 
which is eafily attainable both in general, and par« 4 
titular, if we would but meafnrc it by, and ap- 

* das MX. SI« 

ply 
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ply it a? its Ends and Dcfigns ia general, and CHAP, 
particular, vJvW 

The Qucftion cannot be put with refpefi to 
the Religion of the END, becaufe that is no 
Queftion, all are agreed : When it is aflced there- 
fore, What is true Religion? It muft be under- 
flood only, What is the true Religion of the 
MEANS? Now the Defign of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, or Chriftianity in general, being to make 
m wife unto Salvation, and recover us from a 
vain Converfatkm to the Happinefc «and Perfec- 
tion of our Nature % from an accufing Difobe- 
dience to God's Laws, and confequendy fearful 
apprehenfiona of Punifiunent, to that fincere 
Compliance we are capable of, which may make 
us fecure of his Favour, and a Recompence ; by 
removing all Hindrances both in Knowledge and 
Practice* and affording all neceffary Atds y Mo~ 
trots* and Helps * it tmft follow, that there are 
juft fo many Detigps of Chriftianity in particular, 
as there are Imperfe&ions and Hindrances in 
Knowledge* and Pra&ice, to be removed and 
amended} and as there are Helps and Motives 
wanting to effeft it, with regard to the Religion 
of the EN 15, and of the MEANS- Itmuft 
therefore be, as it is, varioufly fet forth and de~ 
(bribed in its Dcfigns in Holy Writ, according 
to die Variety of thofe Exigencies, and Defe&s 
both in the Religion of the End, and the Means : 
As if, whenever it applies itfelf in either of thofe 
Cafes, to any People, it was its main and only 
Bufintfs to redrefs that Dcfeft, or fupply A& want- 
ed Motive. To put the Queftion in general, 
« What is true Religion V 9 When the Want 
and Application is only in particular ("and almoft 
always it is put in Reference to Particulars only, 

to 
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C H A P. to fome few or more Contents of it :) If is much 
t n - fuch a Queftion, as whafis Law ? Or what is 

To the former, fuppofe one to anfwer, " The 
4 * beft or trueft Syftem of Law is that which or- 
" ders every thing that is right, by a competent 
" Authority, for the Good of the Whole : " — 
Though that is, perhaps, a right Account in ge- 
neral, forafmuch as all Laws are refolved into it, 
and from thence derive their Reafon, and Powers 
of obliging. But, notwithftanding it ought to be 
cfteemed a fatisfa&or y adequate Anfwer in general 
to fuch a general Queftion, it feldom anfwers the 
Mind of the Afker, becaufe he generally means, 
according to the Country he has been bred in, 
and the Laws and Cuftoms he has been inured to, 
almoft nothing elfe, but the Law of his own 
Country. And as often as he means that, the 
Way to bring him in Satisfaction, is firft to aflc 
him what is his Cafe of Wrong, which he would 
have the Law accountable to him for, it being 
the Bufinefs of all Law to prevent and redrew 
Wrong. And then as he fheweth his Matter, let 
him be anfwer'd accordingly, by fhewing what 
the Law is in that Cafe; how particularly it di~ 
ftinguifties his Right, and with what Penalties 
enforces the Recovery of it; and that will be the 
moft pertinent and contenting Anfwer to fuch a 

Querift. Again, to the other Queftion, What 

is Pbyjick ? If one fliould reply, " It is a Pro- 
<c feffion, undertaking to cure all Diftempers, 
" curable : w It may be, he utters the whole 
Truth : Still the Querift finds himfelf nothing 
the better for that general Truth i becaufe either 
he himfelf, or fome of his Friends aileth fome- 
tbing, and he would gladly know a Remedy. 
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If that was his Meaning, (and moft likely it waS,) CHAP. 
viz. What Cure and Affiftance can Phyfick bring H. 
tome, or my Neighbour? The ready and the v ^^ N ^ 
only good Anfwer to fuch a Patient is, firft to 
find out, by afking proper Queftions, what his 
Ailment is, and then prefcribe the proper Medi- 
cine accordingly. And as that is true Law, and 
Proceedings of Law, which in all Cafes anfwers 
its Intendment, in rectifying what is wrong 
among Subjects, by confulting the Good of the 
Whole : And as that is trtie Phyfick which cor- * 
refponds to its Undertaking in endeavouring the 
moft effe&ual Means, for curing all Difeafes 
curable : So, in the Application, that is Reli- 
gion, and that is true Religion* which is beft 
framed and adapted to obtain its obligatory whole- 
fome Defigns upon voluntary rational Creatures, 
by redrefling all that is wrong, and wanting ; 
and healing what is disorderly in their Converfa- 
tipn % and inducing them by the moft powerful 
Means and Motives, to diicharge their Obliga- 
tions in the three Branches of Relation which 
God, and the Conftitution of Things, have placed 
then* under; to purfue the Religion of the End, 
and ufe the Religion of the Means, in order to 
perform it with greater Care, and to thegreateft 
Perfection, that it may conclude in fo much 
greater Happinefs to the Performer, 

But then confidering again, in particular* 
that when Chriftianity enter'd the World, Mens 
Convention was mixed up of fome little Good 
and very much Evil, fome Truth with a great 
deal of Error \ arid none, perhaps, fo completely 
wicked as to . have no one Virtue, or Seed of 
good in them (that Character, I prefume, belong- 
ing to none but the Devil, the Evil one :) If a 

Mixture 



digitized by VjOOQ IC 



66 DEISM Delineatidl 

CHAR Mixture of Good and Evil, Virtue and Vice, then 
^^J^che Evil and the Error only wanted to be purged 
^"^away, and the contrary Good and Truth to be 
planted in their room, by thofe Applications that 
can bed effeft it. Thus Truth is Serviceable to 
Good, in driving out Error, as often as it is the 
Author of Evil. And if Men and Chriftians are 
ftill at this Day, and ever will be, a Mifiellany of 
Right and Wrong, Senfe and Reafon, more or 
lefs ; partly finful, partly virtuous ; and they 
who have the moll Virtues have them in the Al- 
lay of Human Imperfedtion : And if this is the 
undoubted State of the Cafe ; What Thing elfe, 
or what Thing better in particular, can the Chri- 
ftian Religion be? Than to fupply every Lack of 
Virtue, and of the Truth that has a Tendency to 
promote Obedience, and remove every Sin and 
Irregularity in Praftice, and every Error alio 
in Judgment, fo far as it has an Influence on the 
other. To touch upon our Duty and Obligations 
in the afore&id Distribution. 

In the Religion of the End, as to our/elves ; 
Is Humility, the previous Ground of all In ft rue* 
lion and neccflary Knowledge inceptive of Difi 
ciplefbip wanting ? You find it the Bufinefs of 
Christianity, in its Endeavours to cure us of all 
our Maladies and Diforders, to fupply that De- 
fed almoft in the firfi Place: For our Lord came 
not to call the Righteous, fuch as conceited them- 
/elves fuch, like our Author, but Sinners to Re- 
pentance; which Text he ftrangely perverts, 
pag. 42, as if his twelve Difciples were the moft 
fcandalous Sinners in the World. Thus begins 
the firft Words of our bleffed Matter's Sermon, 
Bkffed are the poor in Spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom 
if Heaven. For they only will learn God's Ways, 
2 how 
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how divinely they abound in Wifdotn and Prudence CHAP. 
in his Kingdom of Reconciliation, or Method tf •JJ^y 
faring Men j He therefore only dwelleth with ^^^ 
thofe of a low and contrite Spirit, to revive the 
Spirit of the humble, and to rejoice the Heart of 
the contrite ones : the Pride therefore of rejefting 
that Method mud needs go before Deftru&ibn. 

The Author of Cbriftiamty, &c. pag. 307. 
derides this, as if ChrUtanity was an Enemy to the 
Rich, as fuch, and to all the honeft induftrious 
Methods of becoming fo. Bat that is writing 
Reflexions on his own Underftanding, and 
throwing out Reproaches which revert upon 
himfelf. Is there no Difference between poor in 
Spirit^ and poor in outward Circumftances ? He 
could not but know that the Text he cites from 
St. Luke, is to be interpreted by St. Matthew. 
The great Pofirivenefe and Vanity of this Au- 
thor, as an Author, diffufcs itfelf throughout his 
Performance, till he comes to his laft Paragraph, 
which has more of the Sneer than any Seriouf- 
ftefs in it. The manrfeft Scope of his Book is to 
extol and magnify the Sufficiency of his own, and 
his Difciples Reafon, as a Guide to Salvation and 
Happinefs, independent of any external Revela- 
tion from God -, which deferves no better in their 
Eftimate than to be excluded from Reception, 
and banifh'd from the Place, where it is receiv'd, 
as unreafonahle ; though in its practical, which is 
its very and only Defign, it exhibits nothing 
contrary to Reafon ; as 'partial, becaufe not as 
yet communicated to all ; and he has fpared no 
Pains to fave MiJ/ioners the trouble, that it never 
may ; as unworthy of God, commanding arbitrary 
Things ; as dijhonourable to him, having no ten- 
dency to projnotg the Honour of God, or the 

Gwd 
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CHAP. Good of Men, but the contrary ; that it is every 
n - way needlefs, and in all refpefts ufelefs 5 that Re- 

A^V^yelation and Reveries are fynonimous Terms; 
that Supcrftition and Enthufiafm are both the 
Caufe and Effeft of all fuppofed Revelation from 
Heaven. But he is fo unhappy and inconfiftent, 
as to wound himfelf and his Scheme through the 
Sides of Chriftianity. He every where makes 
thefe the reigning Propofitions of his Book. That 
natural and reveal' d Religion only differ as to the 
manner of their being communicated j that Chrifti- 
anity is neither more or lefs than the Republication 
of the Law of Nature. If then, they are fo much 
the fame, in his own great Judgment, does not 
all thole Reproaches recoil and flick to his natural 
Religion, the Idol he adores, and has fet up to 
pull down Chriftianity with? If thefe arethebeft 
Fruits of the arrogant, fcornful Riches of his Spirit; 
it is left to God, what Share he has in the Blef- 
fednefs of the Kingdom of Heaven ; but this may 
with Charity be affirm'd of the Memory he has left 
upon Earth from this Performance, that he is & 
poor, difhoneft, inconfiftent Writer, which wiH 
more fully appear in the Sequel. But to return; 

Is there wanting a Difpofition to mourn for 
our Sins? Or a due Dejireof the Knowledge and 
Pra&ice of all Righteoufnefs? Or the Purity of 
being inwardly and ftneerely religious ? Or Pa- 
tience under unjuft Perfecution and Calumny for the 
Sake of Chrift ? They are all recommended and 
promoted with a BleJJing. The Bleffing of the 
two firft, to mourn for the Want, and to hunger 
and thirft with the Defireof Righteoufnefs, is as 
obvious, as chat Righteoufnefs itfelf is a Bleffing. 
The Ble fling of the third is undeniable, I mean 
; the pure in Heart : Becaufe, as the firft Degree of 

Virtue 
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Virtue is to abftain from evil Deeds, and do good CHAP, 
ones * the fecond Degree, and that called Per* n. 
fc8'um y or perfeff Man, to refrain from ill Words, V ^V^ 
and fpeak that which is good to the Ufe of edi- 
fying 9 the moft perfed and bleffcd of all, is to 
keep the Heart with all Diligence, to* the de- 
lighting in good Thoughts only, and expel- 
ling all evil ones. With refpeft to the laft, 
the Apoftles were fo blefied, that they rejoiced in 
their Affli&ions ; and exhorted others to count 
it all Joy when they fell into the like : No hea- 
then Virtue could ever infpire Joy, it could go no 
farther than make it tolerable. 

As to our Neighbour 5 is Mcehufs* Mercy % 
Peace-making neglefted ? You have them enforced, 
one with the greateft Happinefs on Earth, 
the fecond with an high Reward in Heaven and 
Earth, the third with the higheft Encomium, 
Is, as in other Places, Charity to our Brother 
very cold, and little minded? Then Faith is on- 
ly Cbrifiian Faith when it works by Love ; the End 
of the Commandment * is Charity ; tyve is the ful- 
filling of the Law -, forafmuch as it promtes all 
the Good, and prevents all the Evil to our Neigh- 
bour that is in one's Power \ it is therefore an ex- 
cellent Summary of that eternal Law and Right 
which is founded in the Nature of Things, and 
is the Root of ail Civil Lawsf. But as Civil 
Laws can only provide againft Mifchief from 
known Caufes, and Mifchief does continually 
arife from unforefeen Caufes and Circumftances, 
which occafions fo many new Laws > all that the 

* 1 rim. i. j. Tjk wmftyyvdats which fignifiesin the 
Nrw Tfftament, a Commandment, with a particular Cbmrg$ % 
going along with it, upon a particular Gccafioo. 

f Radix fyjluia, It onrnt fundmentum jEfutttu. Ln£t 

whole 
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CHAP, whole Multitude of them can eflfeft, is only Co 
**^,lelfen Evil ; whilft this Law of Charity by pro- 
'^^^moting the inward Principle, would totally pre- 
vent Wrong and Evil, which is the End bf all 
Law* . This is in St. John f fometimes the old 
Commandment from God, and the Nature of 
Things % i fometimes the new ; becaufe the Dark* 
nefs is pajt, and the true Light nowjbinetb. 

The Tradition of the Scribes had fo corrupted 
the true Interpretation, and mutilated the Righ* 
teoufnefs due unto ehe Royal Law * that our 
blefled Lord, by fetting afide their destroying 
Glofies, which fet afide the Peoples Obedience, 
making the Commandment of God of none Ef- 
fect; and by re-aflerting it to its true Scope and 
Purpofe, then loft, may be faid to be a new Le- 
giflator (in the Authority of / fay unto you) of 
the Decalogue ; efpecially of the Law of teving 
one another, as it is enforced, and examptad in 
the Gofpel. 

More particularly ftill ; Is a candid Opinkwi 
commonly abfent from the Judgment we makeof 
our Brother ? Judge not, and ye Jhdl not be judged i 
condemn not, and yejball not be condemned. 

I s the Jewifh Nation remarkably deftdKve In 
the true Ends of Sacrifice, and Inftitoted Parts of 
Religion, flopping Ihort, and placing the all of 
Religion in fuoi Things? Then the Jfrophet op- 

• Nfe&, Jhn *8 ripe*, giving unto evwy one their doe. 

f i Jobnjx. 7,8. 

% Calkd in many Places truth w €>u; and diftmguHfaed^ 
from the Laws and Precepts of Mofts, by being dp d^ * 
wrivUK, tfarkx. 6. 

portunely 
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portunely funas up, prefers, and urges thedifre- CHAP, 
garded Ends j What does the Lord require* but to *J*L. 
dojuftly* love Mercy* and walk humbly with, &c ^V - ^' 
The Lord would have Mercy, *Juftice, Humility, 
and not Sacrifice. 

A it £ the Jewijb Converts offensive to the Gen- 
tile* in any particular Province, as Antiocb* Syria % 
and Cilicia* through a miftaken Zeal for a Ne- 
ceffity of their beinj^ circumcifcd alfo, in order to 
beChriftians? Then, at a folemn Aifcmbly of 
the Apoftles and Elders, in Opposition to fuch an 
uncbrtttian Opinion, Why tempt ye God* to pit a 
Toke upon the Neck of the Difciples* which neither* 
&c. and the Sentence is* not to trouble them , which 
from among the Gentiles are turned to God. Are 
fooie of the Cuftoms and Indulgences of the lat- 
ter, a Stumbling-block to the former, . who 
were .in a contrary Sentiment, and an Occafion 
of not accompanying with them ? Then itfeemed 
good to the Holy Gbojtand the Apoftles* to lay upon 
them no greater Burthen than tbefe necejfary "Things* 
to Aft rin from Meals offered to Idols* from Blood* 
and from things Jlrangled* and from Fornication* 
from .which* Sec. AUs xv. It was necejfary to 
forbid them Fornication* that they might relin- 
quifli their Heathenilh Notion of the Innocency 
of it * and occaftonally neeejfary to prohibit the 
other, for a temporary, charitable Compliance 
with the converted Jev?& unconquerable Abhor- 
rence of thofe Things ; who, as long as their Tem- 
ple was yet Handing, and Sacrifices there ftill 
continued, could not be reconciled to the Ufe of 
Blood in any thing but Sacrifice ; which ceafing 
with the Temple, the direft End and Occafion of 
the Prohibition of abftaining from Blood, and 
from things ftrangled ceafed* though the le- 

Vol. I. F condary 
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CHAPl condary. moral Senfc of refraining from Cruelty 9 
n - a'nd Luxury ftill continued, and was enforced 
v ^ r ^^'with more open Precepts. 

Is common Swearing fy the c £emplet by Heaven* 
&c. rife and ftiameful, as formerly every where, 
fo now too much in our. Streets ? Our Lord in- 
terpofes, Swear not at all -, St. James puts on the 
Style of a Fundamental, but above all, Swear- 
not, in that ithpious, $ropbane:matiher. 

- Is fervent Charity in forgiving Trefpafles 
wanting, in company of fobriety and watch- 
ing unto Prayer, then the Apoftle puts in, above 
ail things [either Sobriety qt regular Prayer} have 
fervent Charity among your/elves, forfuch a Charity 
Jball ewer the Multitude af Sins t i. e. entitle to a 
plentiful Forgi vends from-God* according to the 
Petition in the Lord's Prayer, i Pet. iv. 8. 

Is belief often forgot to the diftraffed, when 
it is in the Power of thofe who have received the 
faith, and make their boaft of that, and of hear* 
yig the Word *? Then Chriftiapity, in order to 
redrefis fuch a defiling of the Word, by ddpifing 
of, the poor f, and to parfuade thelxtter to the 
Virtue that was wanting, delights to reprcfent 
arid urgeitfelfby the Apoftle, xobtthztpur* and 
undefiled Religion, vjbkb vffits the Fatberlefs and the 
Widow in their Affliaion^ as Carefully, as to keep 
ourfelves unfppttcd from the World j. If the 
Religion of any Believer tolerated him in ^hofe 
Defe&a, it could not be pure and hndefiled, 
however good in other Relpefts. It was need- 

* James x\. 14. Jamti. *J. + James *i. 6. 

% Jamil 27. . 

, " : lefs 
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lefs for St. James to enumerate Faith in Chrift, CHAP, 
in his then Account of the Chriftian Religion •, ,*J^, 
becaufis thole he wrote to, a&ualiy mifplaced the ^^^ 
fVbolc of Chriftianity, in a mere believing, with- 
out thofc becoming Works., regprdlefe of rcr 
liev/ng Charity * and perfonal Purity ; refting in 
the Means inftead of. the End^ and never applying 
the Means to its appointed End, their Faith wad 
impure and defiled:. To fuch Abufers 6f their 
Faith ,and Prof^ffion, it was therefore wife tQ 
omit, and Superfluous to Ynention, the Neceflity 
of Faith, of Which they had fo much already 1 
but of fuch Works which they egreioufly want- 
ed 5 jrrdiwljbg his Argument upon an eftahlifh'd 
Maxim, ' be that offendeih in one Point is guilty cf 
all \ as if he had (aid; Morality id all its Branches 
being the End of . Faith, he that allows himfelf -^ 
in tranfgre fling one Branch of that Religion of 
the End,, dOes : not anfwer the End of (Thrift's Re* 
ligion, and therefore is guilty of deviating from 
the whole Deffigft of it. Therefore Faith is not 
the lefs necfcffary, for ; his omitting it in his De#- 
frfiption of . pure 4mJ undefiJed Religion, befor? 
God and the Father. For St. Paul, and all the 
Preachers, had , before fufficiently infifted upon 
the Neceflity of Faith, where it was not feceiv'd, 
as the only Wky whereby Jews or Gentiles were 
to be faved. 

A nd to the end that fo needful, and excellent 
a Piece of Humanity, and natural Religion, 
might never be forgot, the Judge of all the 
Earth, erefts a parabolical Schemfc of the future 
Judgment upon that, not as if he would not 
likewife judge every Man according to his other 
Works ; for as the Law of Chrift is the Law of 
the beft Me^ns to the beft End j and as they 
F 2 who 
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CHAP, who have finned without that Law,*lhall not be 
D " JM^ged ty c h at Law •, it follows, that we who 
•^^V^ fin under, are to be judged by it ; and confe- 
quently for wilfully failing in the Means, as weH 
-as the End. And as Remiffion of Sins by the 
Mediator, is the great Dodirine of the Gofpel 
attefted by the Father, and by the Miracles of 
the Hoh Gboft ; to impeach that Do6trine y or to 
fay thole attefting Miracles were wrought by the 
Evil Spirit, is the unpardonable Blafphemy 
againft the Holy Ghoft •, and thofe idle dijfolute 
Words (according to the Subjeft Matter) which 
our Lord fays (hall be brought to account at the 
Day of Judgment, MaLx\\.$6. The Judge, I 
fay, particularly mentions, that he would be 
y*r* to take an Account of /to/, and not omit it : 
<To the Intent, that every one of his Servants 
might think upon Judgment as off as they omic 
it, having at the fame Time, a fair Opportunity 
and Means fufficient for doing it; that they jhall 
find Judgment without Merefc who jfhew no Mercy 9 
and that they who deny bimnovt-mtbofe Works* 
lhall then be denied by him. That they who 
merely Prophecy, or do Miracles in tiis Name, 
ferve other People with his Name, but not them* 
felves. For what fignifies mentioning the Means 
to them that know them, if the End is unanfwerM ? 
To make it accordingly the more meinorable to 
our Obfervance, he draws up a folemn Scheme 
or Reprefcntation, how the Cbrijtian Profeflbr 
will come off* at. the laft Day, upon the foot of 
performing, or neglecting that Virtue ; as may 
be feen, Mat. xxv. 31, &c K But from thai 
Draught of the general Judgment, there is no rea- 
fon to think that other Works done in the Body 
will not be brought to light : only that it was the 
Mind of Chrift to enforce, and it is certainly the 

ftrongeft 
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ftroo^eft Way of enforcing-, much like the re- CHAP, 
ftraining from Cenfure and raft Judgment of ll 
others, judge and ye Jball be judged ; condemn not* V *^V^ 
and ye Jball not be condemned ; or the P/afpiiJl pro- 
fnifing; Pftil. xv. a Place in God's holy Hill to 
thofe rhat walk uprightly, fpeaking the Truth 
from their Heart, doing no Evil to, nor taking 
up a Reproach againft their Neighbour, refped-» 
ing the Servants of God, and performing their 
Oaths. An Adjudication to every Chriftian that 
he will mod affkredly take an Account of our 
Lives in Relation to that Duty in particular ; to 
reward the Performance, even though the Doer 
had forgot it; and punifh the contrary Difobe- 
dience, of thofe elpecially, who are his DifcipJes, 
It is pafling Sentence according to that univerfal 
VerdiH^ By tbisjhall all Men know that ye are my 
Difiiflesj ff ye have Love one to another \ fuitable 
to that well known Maxim of the Law, 'he tbqt 
UvetbGod* loves his Brother atfr. And to whac 
Purpofe would it be to put Faith in himfelf* and 
the Advantage of that Divine Means for loving 
God and our Neighbour, into the Sentence of 
any hut thofe whowilfuJIy contemned it? As ta 
thofe who Were acquainted with it, and employ-, 
ed it not. to that Purpofe, it can be mentioned 
only by way of Aggravation, fince the End is 
not attain'd. He will renounce all Acquaint* 
ance with them, who pretend any with him, ' 
and yet learn'd or confidered him fo little, at t6 
negleft a Duty which Humanity itfelf teaches ; 
especially knowing withal, what a peculiar and 
j^ytao/Confideration be enforces it with, by tcl*. 
ling thofe that perform'd it, they did it mam t 
and thofe who omit it, that they as good as dared 
to omit it to himfelf in Perfon\ and therefore 
fhould be punifh'd according to their Defervings, 
F 3 without 
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CHAP/ without Mercy, for (hewing none, even towards 
n - him, who was profufe of bu Blood and Life for 
W^ ^ their Sakes. 

. Thus again with refped to both thofc Duties* 
to our Brother, and Oorfelvcs ; in order to dtf* 
fuade the better from the prevailing Vices (be-* 
fore mentioned) of bitter Envy, Strife, Vain- 
glory, and lying againft the Truth* Christianity 
put on the Style and Description, as if that was 
the. whole Strefe of itsCommiffion, of being that 
Wifdom from above, which is firji pure, then peace* 
able, gentle* and eafy to be entreated, full of Mercy 
and good Fruits,, without Partiality * and without 
Uypocrify *. * •> , ' ^ 

And where Temperance and Jufticewdre no* 
torioufly deficient, as in Felix and Druftlla, de* 
fipaa to hear of the Faith of Chrift i the Faith 
©fChrift by its great Apoftle reafona of them, 
tod jshcir Neceffity, if they would in anyJmea* 
fore become Chriftians, AQs xxw* 24. As be- 
fore is reafotfd with the har d-htarted opprdJof 
■Mehuchadne&iwr<> by the Month of Damel've. %? m 
voter ef on bneak off thy Sins by RigbOemefnefs and 
thine Iniquities, by.JbewingMeny.to the Poor. . So 
the Fdrerunner St* John told the Soldiers, Men 
of tfiqknce tad Mutiny, what they wfere to. do \ 
N ta be" content with their Pay^ and to. do. Viokmeiona 
Mam, •■ ( 

* i sishetr a Diftin&ion of clean wa&jtnclean Meat 
ahd Drink fwbfiftiog, and Difiention,and Difcord* 
and every etfl Work, thence arifing? Then the 
Kingdom of God confifts not in Meat .and Drink ; but 
RigbteoUjnefs^ Peace, and Joy in the Holy Gbofi'. • 

* James 31* 17. 

. • La/My, 
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CHAR 
Laftl% With reference to our Duty to-God, **• 
true Religion is abbreviated, in fearing him and ^V^ 
keeping his Commandments* which is the whole Duty 
of Man ; in loving the hard our God with all out: 
Hearts, &c which is the firft and great Com* 
maodment. 

A n j> where the Belief of the one true God, 
Maker of Heaven and Earth; is not received, or 
is corrupted with Idolatrous Worfhip of Idol Me- 
dkcors, the Bufinefi of Chriftiaohy, and its Pro- 
fefibrs, (as it was the Apoftks in the Cafe of the 
Idolatrous Lyflrians, Afts xiv. 1 5, md Athenians* 
xvii.) ftould ever be to remove that falfe Fo&nda* 
Don in the firft Place, befocc Jefus Cbrijl, the 
true Mediator, is Jaid, as the chief Corner-Stone. 

II. If we proceed to the Meanu fo great) 
Streft ik laid upon Repentance; as if it flood fbu 
the whole, "thai Repentance and Rtmiffm .of Sins 
Jbouldbe preached in bis Nam* among all Nations. \ 
Repent and beHeve the Gofpel\* Went out and 
preached that Men jbmld repent t Except ye repent 
yeJbaBperifb g. Repent and be converted that <your 
Sins, &c 4.. Now emmandetb all Men to re« 
po*t$. • 

The like is laid upon the Refurreftion of 
Chrift from the dead ** : If thou Jhalt confefs with 
thy Mouth the Lord Jefus, and believe in thins 
Heart that God bath raifed Mm from tbedead 9 thou 
Jhalt be faced. Becaufe his Rifing from the dead 

• Ldet&v. 47. f Mar**- IS- • t Marivi. I*. 
I Lmbxm. 3. 4. J&sv. 19. J y#7/xvii. 30. 
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CHAP, is eflential to fupport our Belief of having Jufti- 
H-fication, or Forgivencis of Sins before Gods 
W*^ From which Belief followeth that Repentance 
unto Life, which worketh the Righteoufnefs of 
Faiths i. e. (as oppofed to the Righteoufnefs of the 
Law) fifteen Obedience to God's Law, and Ac- 
ceptance with him, under a full Perfuafion, than 
we have Salvation or Pardon of Sin thro' Cbrift » 
who is the End of the Law for Righteoufnefs to every 
one that believetk And becaufe his Death and 
Refurredion are the two Pillars, having for their 
Bafis the Faith of his being the Spnof God 3 aad 
Son of Man* which fupport the Belief of Re- 
million of Sins; therefore the fame Apoftleclfe-* 
where *, delivers as he had received the Impor- 
tance of them, h*fArw> among the firft Things. 
In another Place f, the firft Principles of the 
Dodlrine of Chrift arc laid down in more Parti- 
culars : Repentance from dead Works, Faith towards 
God ; the BoSrine of Baptifms, of laying on of 
Hands, of the RefurreSHon, and of eternal Judgment. 
And becaufe die Belief of Jefm Cbrift being 
equally Son of God and Sod of Man, maintains 
the Faith of his being the eompleateft Mediator ; 
and the Belief of fuch a Mediator's dying fdr our 
Sins, and riling, and fitting at the Right Hand 
of God to mediate and intercede for oar Juftifica* . 
tion, beft fecures and maintains the Belief of Re- 
miffion of Sins, which animates Repentance and 
all the Religion of the Means, which reftoresour 
Obedience to, and Performance of the Religion 
of the End. 

Hence Faith in Chrift being the principal 
Mover, or vital Principle of all the reft; fo often 

* i Cor. xv. 3, 4. f Jfrf. ri f 6. 

occurs 
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occurs as a fummary of the Gofpel, or true Re* CHAP* 
ligioo. Believe on the Lord J ejus Cbrift, and tbok "^. 
Jbalt he faved*: God fo loved the World, that be ^Y^- 
gave bis only begotten Son, that whofoever believetb in 
bim r fbouid.notperijb, but have everlafting &fe.~ 
He thai believetb in the Son, both everlafting Ufe\ 
and be that believetb not the Son, JbaU nbtfee Life + : 
fhs is Life eternal [or the Knowledge of the Way 
how Sins are remitted] to know tbee the only true 
Cody andjefus Cbrift whom thou baftfent\\ ye be- 
lieve in God, believe alfo in me H, as the only ap- 
pointed Mediator of Redemption -J. and Inter ecf> 
fion $. The Words thereby Cornelius the firft 
Gentile Convert, and his Houfe were to be laved, 
m his Belief of a God, were thole accompanying 
the Knowledge of.Jefus Cbrift, Peace by bim % 
that he is Lord of all, that he died, rofe again, is 
Judge of Quick and Dead, and that wbojbever be- 
lievetb in bm, bath Remjfion of Sins**. 

Laftly, Is the Knowledge of what excludes out 
of the Kingdom of Heaven wanting? All hypo- 
critical Ontfide Religion, like the Scribes and 
Pbzrifces ff. The Pride and Unteachablenels 
of Horoan Reafon # ; the imputing the Miracles 
of Chrift to an evil Spirit 44 ; the refilling to 
embrace the Chriftian Faith where offered §§ ; 
the refitting legal Authority for refilling Sake Iff) •, 
they who continue unrighteous, Fornicators, 
Idolaters, Adulterers, effeminate Abulers of 
themielves with Mankind, Thieves, Covetous, 

* ASsxn. 30, 31. f ^okriii, 16,36*— The 

like affirmed Ckt$. v. 24.- vi. 47. 1 J&* v. is. 

% 7«4» xvii. 3. § John xiv. 1. 4. John xiv. 27. • 

i johnw. 1 3, &c. •* A81 x. 36. compared withxi. 14. 
ft Mot. v. ao. Xt M*** *v"i- 3- 44- M*** 

iii. 30. j$ Mark xvi. 16. H Rom, xiii. a. 

Drunkards, 
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CHAP. Drunkards, Revilers, Extortioners * y and the 

'*• Doers of Evil, out of a Principle that Good may | 
^^come of it f. 

Seeing then that every one of thefc, the 
Religion of the End, and of the Means, are ne- 
ceffary, each in their Order; and feeing it is the 
Method of particular Parts of Scripture, (the 
Whole whereof is our entire Rule in Divine 
Things) to inculcate moft the Neccflity of parti- 
cular Doftrines, where, and to what Perfons 
they were wanted moft *, it will by no Means 
follow, that becaufe one or more Particulars are 
made neceflary in one or more Places, that k 
therefore abates any Thing of the due Neceflity , 
of other Particulars in other Places. As if Cha* 
rity, for Inftance, being one Branch of the Re- 
ligion of the End, was the cne^tbing neceflary 9 or 
the only Inquifition by which we were to be tried 
at the laft Day ; or, becaufe it is greater than 
Faith (as every End is withreipedt to the Means) 
that iherefore we may difufe the Means, and pro* 
pofe to attain the End without them: Or, that 
Faith was a completely fufficient Neceflary of it>* 
felf 5 though it worketh not by Love, though 
it attained! not its End, good Works. For that 
is a Way of applying the entire Rule by Halves, 
or in the Phrafe of our Author, here a bit, and 
there a bit : Setting one Scripture againft another, 
and potting afunder what God has joined tx> 
gether. 

Whereas the general governing Defign of 
the whole Scripture, is to fupply nil Wants, and 
redrefs whatever is wrong and defective: Itis/r** 

• l Cor. vi. 9, 10. f #»• vL 8,. 

f table 
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fit able m fetting forth what is true in all the Prin- c %*^ m 
ciples and DoStrines of Godlinels ; for Reproof of \^j**j 
what is falfe and erroneous therein ; for Correction 
in whatever is irregulaf and bad in Morals ; for 
InfiruSiion in whatever is good and Praifc- worthy, 
and practicable in Rigbteoufnefs ; 2 Tim. Hi. i&. 
and fo making wife unto Salvation 5 and fo har- 
monioufly furnifhingall good Worh^ and requiring 
tfn univerfol Obedience to the Religion of the 
End, and of the Means. Mean time, it is the 
particular Defign of this or that Scripture, to urge 
the Neceflity of this End, or that Means^ or 
Help, as Occafion ferved. When a Rule mea- 
sures any Thing in Confiftence with its own En- 
tirenefs, it is then only' an entire Rule: Other- 
wife ufed, it is no more than a Rule in Part. So 
that whatever is faid of the Neceflity of any parti- 
cular Duty, or Do&rine, muft ever ftand toge* 
tber 5 and be mcafared with, what is (aid of every 
other Do&rine or Duty, as long as weprofefs to 
meafare one, and t'other, by the fame Rule. 

Hekce it is plain, that FU ND AMEN- 
TA LS, or the Things that edify 9 in the Know- 
ledge of our Duty; Faith, Love, Union, are 
one and the fame ; and to afk for a Catalogue of 
the farmer, is the fame,, as todeflrp a Lift of the 
latter. TheChriftian Notion of Edification be- 
ing that of Repairing, by pulling down what 
was wrong, in order to the building up what is re- 
gular, entire, and becoming the Habitation of 
God through the Spirit^ as we all ought to be in 
our pabiick, and private Capacity, Eph. ii. 22. 
God was deferting. his old Habitation the Tem- 
ple of Jemfaletn 9 and therefore would build an- 
other in the Heart* of his People. As many 
Defe&s as there arc in the Duty of private Per- 
2 fons. 
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CHAP, fons, or in the good Order, and Decency of re- 
**-. Jigious Societies for the publick Worfhip of God, 
,\^Y>m/ an j t j le m j n ifl; er i a j p^ts f Religion, indifpen- 

fibly fubfervient to the Furtherance of Religion, 
as we are fociable Creatures ; The contrary Re- 
medies are juft fo many edifying Things, or fo 
many Fundamentals, either to thofe private Per- 
fons, or to thofe Societies. 

Some Things, therefore are more fundamen- 
tal than otherfome ; and to fome Perfons, and 
Societies, more than others ; and at one Time, 
and Place, more than another ; juft in Propor- 
tion as Defefts and Diforders call for them \ and 
the Knowledge of the Remedy becomes appli- 
caple according to the Meafure of the Revelation 
of it at different Times, and Places. Thus the 
firft Fundamental fuppofed, viz. the Being rf a 
God, which being the prime Ground of all Reli- 
gion, all are agreed in it in Pretence dr Reality, 
who have any Religion in Pretence or Reality ; 
The Second is like unto it, viz. Belief in Cbrtfi, 
the Mediator in Behalf of every Man that finneth, 
and ftandeth in need of Repentance and Prayer, 
i. e. all Men. 7e believe in God, believe alfo in 
me. This is Life eternal, to know thee the only true 
God, and J ejus Cbrift, who wasfent by bim ; and 
upon the Rock of that Confeffion that Cbrijt was 
toe Son of the living God ; {Peter" % Ferfon was not, 
could not be a Rock, though his Name alluded 
to it) he would build bis Church ; and the Gates 
of Hell, Death and the Grave, (hould not be able 
to hinder it from aRefurre&ion and eternal Life *. 

This, by the Way, helps us to the true 
and perfect Notion of Cbrifiian PerfeSion. 
9 llsu.vn. 18. 

When 
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When and where any thing is tasking, and im* CHAP. 
/*i/*2 in Underftanding, Faith, Manners, it be* ^JFL, 
comes an Occafional PerfeSion to fupplv and^^^ 
make good that Defeat (1.) In Underftanding w$ 
are bid to go on to Perfefiion, Heb.vi. 1. — v. 14. 
1 Car. xi. 6. P&7. iil 15. Col. iv. 12. 2 9i»i. iii. 
17. (2.) jRw/£; Epb.iv* 13. as theFulnefsof 
Chrift, or the Meafure of the Stature of Chrift 
as a pcrfeft Mediator, is taken from the equd 
Fulnefsof his being Son of God, and Son of Man 
Perfonally united, fo, to bepcrfaft in thatFaith, 
is to be perfect in Chrift Jefus, CoU. 28. The 
Fruits of that Faith are well known to be per* 
felted only by Works, James ii. 22. (3.) Works 
or Manners \ Is a perfed Example wanting of 
the Love of Enemies? be ye perfect as your Hear* - 
wenly Father is perfeS, Mat. v. 48. Would ye 
perfeft yourZw* of God [in Chrift?] it is to 
be done, by calling out Fear, 1 John iv. 18. Of 
{unround your Soul with the Bond of all Per- 
feftnefs of Duty owing to God, and Man? 
Love and Charity to both ties you to your good 
Behaviour to each, and with your own Confene; 
Col. iii. 14. Is there an Emulation among the 
Virtues, which is the greateft? Let Patience 
have its perfeft Work, for that makes perfe£t y 
lacking nothing. If any Man offend not in Word, 
the lame is a perfeS Man, and able to bridle all 
Appetites and Members of the Body, James iii. , 

2. f^e is, or may be, as perfect, as much Ma^ 
fter of lefler Difficulties, as he that lifts a hun- 
dred Weight has no Occafion to (train at fifty. 
Is the Heart, the Seat of Integrity, enquired into? 
What Thoughts, Intentions, and Condud are 
toperfe3 that, fejeure Singlenefs and Sincerity of 
Heart, and exclude double Mindednefs? Walk 
before me and be pcrfeft, Gen. xvii. 1. r. e. Let 
2 the 

• 
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CHAR cite Plcafing of God, as always in the Sight of 
•tJJLjGod^ be the Meafure of your A&ions, that 
v- *Y^ f feeill give Uprighcnefsi as it did to Job y who 

feared God and efebiwed Evil y Job. i. I, 8. ii. 3, 
Poes any rich Man pretend to jujlify himfelf, as 
perfctt in loving God and his Neighbour ? Mat. 
tix. 20. &V. If thou wilt be perfect y fell all, 
giving his Word and Promife of having Trcafure 
in Heaven : Founded upon that known Criterion 
of the Love of God and Godliriefi, Man JivethE 
not by Bfead alone, or the Abundance of the 
Things he poffcfietb, but by every Word [or Pro- 
mife] that proceedetb out of the Mouth of God doth 
Man Ivtie. A' PerFe&ion peculiarly recommend* 
able to fcratinize none out thofe who would 
juSlify themfelves as above. Thus every good Work 
has its feveral and refpe&iVfc PerfeSlion y Heb, xiii 
2 1 . And as the Lord Jefm Vbrift gains the pafia* 
We Perfeftton to all our Imperfetftions, St. Peter^ 
1 Efi v. id. prays that we may be perfeftedl 
ftahUJbed, ftrerigtbened^ fettled by that Means. . 1 

. # Therefore Faith in him is the Head of all the 
Religion of the Means* of Repentance^ Prayer^ 
which are abfblurely neceflary ; of Btiptifin> and the 
Lortfs Supper; which aft generally neceflary or tx± 
cecding ufeful l for operating the Religion of the 
End, the keeping the Commandments in that.Up* 
rightnefs, which frail pfeccant Mortals are capable 
of: Called the Foundation of God fianding Jure; he 
that nameth the Name ofCbrifi y i. e. on whom hii 
Name is called by being baptized into his Namo 
for Aflurance of Remiflion of Sins, which invi- 
gorates Repentance ; or he that either names or 
invokes him, as Mediator in Prayer, Jbould depart 
from all Iniquity *. 

* 2 Tm. ii. 10. 

As 



DEISM Delineated, tf 

CHAP. 
As then the End of Chriftian Faith is the tt 
Salvation of our Souls, and that Salvation is tht****^ 
Remiffion of Sins through Cbri&, the Mediator, 
as has been Ihewn ; the other fubordinate Fun- 
damentals of this common Salvation are funda- 
mental, and to be efti mated more or lefs fo by 
this Criterion* as they fupport and influence thi} 
Belief The New Tejlament accordingly declares 
what Particulars are moft fubfervienc, by Way 
of Fundamental to the other, by exprefly affix- 
ing eternal Life, or Salvation to them alio ; zi ' 
his being the Son of Good *, at the fame Time ho 
is Sod of Man, being fent from the Father ; his 
dying for Sin* his RejurrelHon + to the Right) 
Hand of God : All which dirtftly and immedi- 
ately qualify him the fitteft, moft adequate, and 
moft potent Mediator between God and Man* 
The two former declared fundamental by our 
Saviour * ' the two latter by St. Paul * vpirosg. 
All thefe being conftitutive of the Notion of 
fcch a Mediator, • are fet forth in Holy Scrip* 
ture in all Plainnefs, and therefore muft be be- 
lieved by all* who would have the beft Benefit 
from their Faith in Cbrijt. Other Truths or 
Doftrines are more or lefs important as they ap- 
proach to, or recede from thefe chief Points con* 
cerning the Author and Finiflicr of our Faith. 
St. Paul* Heb. vi. • i, 2. fums up the Principles 
of the DoSrine of Cbriifj or the Foundations that 
are not to be renewing* but to be proceeded on to 
Perfection, in Repentance from dead Works, Faitb 
towards God, Baptifms, laying on of Hands* Rejur* 
rettion from the Dead, and eternal Judgment. 

• Jvhnui. 18. Jobnicm. 3. f I Ctar. *V. $, 4, 

CHAR 
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CHAP, m. 

Of PRAY ER, the other Means of Natural 
Religion. 

RAY ER is the laft Inftance of 
the Religion of the Means to be 
(hewn, how it operates on the other 
Parts of Religion, and how Faith 
in the Mediator Chrift operates upon 
that, before I draw the general Conclufion touch- 
ing the Neceffity of that Faith, where, it is pro- 
mulg'd. That Prayer in all its extent, (as di- 
fltindt from Thankfgiving, containing rpovevxn* 
Supplication for the Good that is wanted : $tfas» 
Deprecation of Evil felt x>r feared ; aire vfrf, /»- 
iercejfiQK in behalf of others) is the Religion of the 
Means, is very evident: Becaufe, had Man con- 
tinued in the State of Innocence, and purfued the 
original Ends of his Being for which he was 
made, there had been no Want of any Good, 
nor the Senfe of any Evil felt, nor the Appre- 
henfion of any feared; having done nothing to 
forfeit it, he was fure of the Continuance of 
every Thing, to make him perfe&ly happy. No 
Occafion therefore for Supplication, Deprecation, 
or Interceffion ; no praying for Forgivenefs of our 
TrefpAfles againft God, nor any Opportunity of 
forgiving Trefpaffes againft himfelf, when nei- 
ther of them were in Being: Nor yet for Go- 
vernors and thofe in Authority, fuppofing the 

Increafe 
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Increafe of Mankind in that State; becaufe the CHAP. 
Neceflity of Government arofe out of the finful • IJJl, 
diforderly State of human Nature, called by Plato ^*^ 
ifc*£& ; Uoverriment and Laws were made for the 
Unrighteous^ Difebcditnt, and Lawlefs. 

I n the due and daily Pra&ice of Love* Ho- 
hour, and Efteem, of the moft adorable Perfec- 
tions of the moft excellent Being ; in Imitation 
of his Goodnefs and Benevolence * in Admiration 
of the Grandeur and Divine Archite&ure of hig 
Works -, and the frequent Devotion of Praifc 
and ThanWgiving, not only in their Lips, but 
their Lives, for their Creation, and all the Ble£ 
lings of this Life, fo fully enjoyed without any 
Interruption, or Allay •, Men in that State oi 
Innocence acid Happinefs had fully acquitted them- 
fel ves (as do the Angels, who keep their firft State) 
of their Relation, and Obligation of paying re& * 
gious Worfhip and Adoration to their Maker* 
Pure Thankfgiving that God had fown ill their va- 
rious exquifite Blefllngs, and they had reaped them, 
was a State of Joy becoming their innocent Cir* 
cumftances, clear of the Sorrow and Confeffionof 
Sin attending upon Prayer, or the fitting of Hap* 
pinefe, which is the Subject of it. Not had any 
other Obje& of Worfhip been known, to whom 
fuch Acknowledgments were due, but Him only. 
Now fince Man through Sin is confeflfedly fallen 
into a State of Diforder and Need, both in Body 
and Mind, he is confequently fallen under the 
Neceffily of Prayer * which is an Aft of the 
Mind, addreffing its Defiresand Breathings after 
Help, to feme Being able and willing to fupply 
all Wants, and relieve and avert all Evils and 
Miferies. And whom can the Mind of Man 
ever fuppofc fo ready to hear, and fo able to an- 
Vol.L 6 fwer. 
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CHAR fwer, as the great Creator of itfelf and all other 
% ™- . Creatures ? 

But being unhappily confeious, as every Man 
is during his prefent Life, of having incurred his 
Difpleafure by tranfgreffing his Laws ; as Guilt 
naturally raifes a Sufpicion of the Lofs of Favour, 
fo the Mind does not naturally and genuinely be* 
Heve him fo willing to redrefs Grievances, and 
grant Petitions, in the Supplicant's own Name, 
and for his own Sake, without the Interpolation 
of feme to intercede and mediate for the obnoxious 
Tranfgreflbr. Thus Prayer for Wants, and 
Thankfgivtngs /or what Sinners have receiv*d 
beyond their Deferts, is a Duty of natural Reli- 
gion, arifing out of the altered State of Man, as 
he is a Sinner, confeious of tranfgre fling the Laws 
5f his Maker : Thus that Part of Worlhip, con- 
- filling of Prayer, feems to have had its firft Be- 
ginhing and Ufe. And that original Part con- 
fiding of Praife and Thankfgiving became doubled 
in its Obligation ahd Returns to the gracious 
Provider for our well-being, both from theSenfc 
of having receiv'd, and from the Senfe of having 
notdeferved, but forfeited by Guilt, the good 
Things promotive of it ; which fo much the 
more enhances the Riches of Divine Goodnefs, 
in ftill affording a great Plenty of them for the 
Life that now is, and for that which is to come, 
the Means of Grace and Hopes of Glory, upon 
a hew Trial of Obedience. And as there is now 
* double Reafon for Thankfgiving, it is doubly 
acceptable to God, as it difclaims Self-fofficiency, 
the Religion of Deifts 5 and profefles a profound 
Depen4ance upon him. And every grateful Ef- 
fort of that kind is a double Benefit to the Perfor- 
mer, as prefent and frequent Recollection is a re- 

: fcated 
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peated Enjoyment of the paft Benefa&ions ; and CHAP, 
entitles to future ones. ra - J 

I t is certainly fit and reafonable in our lapfed 
State, that we, who know we receive all front 
God, fhould acknowledge that we do fo, by 
q/king of him, as well as by Thanks and Praife, 
But, in the preceding State, the latter feems to 
have been fufficient Homage for acknowledging 
Dependance upon the Author of our Being. Had 
he continued therein, he had been as the Angels % 
who are reprefented in Scripture always praiftng 
(no where praying to) God. If the Prefervation 
of their Being, or of the BJeffings annexed by 
his Favour who gave them Being, was condi- 
tioned upon their Behaviour, the keeping up to 
that Behaviour may be faid to give a Right to the 
Prefervation of their Being, and of the Bleffingg 
originally appendant to it ; therefore not fo pro- 
perly Matter of Prayer to God ; who, though 
he has it in his Power, would never have it in his 
Will, to make an Alteration for the wprfe, in 
the Circumftances be had placed them in. Fre- 
quent Thanksgiving therefore, was enough to 
put them in mind of their continual Benefaltor, 
and Dependance on him \ and the keeping thac 
continually in mind, afforded the ftrong Reafon 
and deep Impref&on of Gratitude, not to offend 
againft him. 

And whereas both confeffed and felt is the 
State of our Cafe, that there is an univerfal Fai- 
lure in Man, in refpeft of performing his entire 
Duty, as the Light of Nature requires from him ; 
that Confcioufnefs of tranfgreffing, impairs his Con- 
fidence and Affiance in God, difheartens and di- 
stances Applications to him, according to that 
G 2 natural 
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CHAP, natural Sentiment of the blind Man, we know 
m > that God bearetb not Sinners. Sin and Guilt na- 

^^V**' t U rally beget a Strangenefs between the Offender 
and the Offended, intermit wonted Communion, 
daunt and intimidate the Thoughts of former fa- 
miliar Acceptablenefs. And becaufe, in the Na- 
ture of Things, the Conscience of Guilt makes 
fearful, fills with Sufpicion, eclipfes the Senfc of 
Favour, (hames and difcountenances the ufual 
Approaches unto God, without fome to help, 
fome one qualified to intervene ; there had been 
an End of Communication between God and Man. 
Man had gone on continually in Rebellion and 
Wickednefs, and all hope of Recovery to his 
Duty, and to the Favour of his Maker had 
been defperate for ever, if fome had not inter- 
vened to qualify the Shame with fome Boldnefs* 
and mitigate the Fear with Hope. It therefore 
pleafed the Almighty, upon the firft Entrance of 
Sin into the World, to appoint a Mediator ^and lay 
help upon one mighty tofave> to reconcile the En- 
mity, leffen the Diftance, and chearfully. and 
completely reftore former Accefs and Acceptance, 
and be the perpetual Center of Communion be- 
tween God and Man : Of all the Bleflings and 
Favours defcending from the former * of all the 
Application of Prayer or Praife from the latter. 
That all Doubt and Diffidence might be removed 
out of the Worfhippers Thoughts, in coming 
to the Throne of Grace ; and yet, at the fame 
time, all Honour and Awefulnefs preferved for 
the Forgiver of Sin, and Preferver of Men. 

This Door of Salvation was open'd in that 
Promife from the Beginning (the firft Principle 
of all reveal'd Religion) The Seed of the Woman 
Jbould break the Scrfents Bia$\ € J Which being 

^ farther 
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*' farther explainM by after-Revelation, the whole CH A P- 

*• Religion of God's People after that, was to offer ***• 

€€ up their Worihip unto him through Hope in V ^W 

€C this Mediator! and all the Idolatry, Polytbei/m r 

<c and other falfe fPor/bips, which after arofe in 

<c the Heathen Worlds were all by fuch corrupt 

c€ Deviations therefrom, as the Superftitions of 

€C Men, the unfaithful Way of tranfmitting Di- 

<c vine Revelations by Tradition only, and the 

c< Decay of all Divine Knowledge occafion'd 

" rhereby, in Procefs of Time introduced among 

« chem * 

The Worihip of God, that Branch of the 
Religion of the End, for which Man was made, 
(confiding in Man's applying bimfelf immediate- 
ly, and in his own Name, to the Author of his 
Being and his Bleffings, with his Homage of 
Praife and Thankfgiving for the famej receiv'd 
an Alteration, as foon as Man alter'd his State 
from Innocence to that of a Sinner, viz.- that 
thenceforward even his Thanks and Praifes were 
to be offered op, and fhould only find Accefs 
2nd Acceptance through that Mediator of God's 
own appointing ; who was to be all in ally in all 
the Means of recovering Man to perform the Re- 
ligion of the End. Conftituted therefore the 
Head of all Communication of that Worihip of 
Prayer, which arofe out of his State of Sin and 
Want; a&xh&t Means, or Religion of the Means, 
which is requifite to effe£t, and conducive to per- 
fect die Religion of the End, in him. 

9 Dr. Prideauf* Utter to the Dei/is, p. 145, &c where 
the Itaof follows at the End of his Life ofMafomt, third 

G3 Who 
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CHAP. 

IJI - Who then fo able, or proper to teach us what 

y^v*^ to pray for, and bow, and in a manner the freeft 
of Idolatry, Superftkion, and every Defeft, as 
our Lord Jefus thrifts who gives Efficacy to our 
Petitions, and is the Procurer of all Redrefe ? 
Who fo capable to relieve the Ignorance of Man's 
Supplications, or fo fit to particularize and expli- 
cate that beft and moft ancient Form of Heathen 
Prayer, which Socrates collected out of Homer, 
V Great God, give us the good iTrings that are ne- 
" crffary for us, whether we afk them or not ; and 
•* keep evil Things from us, even when we afk them 
" of thee?" The fame Socrates fays in Plato's 
a. Aldbiad. or Prayer, " 9 Tis altogether necejfary 
*- c youjbtmld wait for fame Perfon to teach you bow 
M you ought to behave yourfelf both towards the 
" Gods and Men: 9 

For the moft part, ihs Gentiles wholly mis- 
took the Things they ought to pray for ; Things 
pertaining to this World only, being, in faft, 
their fupreme, their fole Petition*: Whereas our 
*Lord in his moft perfect Form, has inferted but 
one Petition for temporary Things. They be* 
liev'd they fhould be heard for their much fpeaking, 
ufing fo many vain Repetitions, as if to ftorm 
and ftun their Gods into a Compliance. The re- 
quifite Qualifications, Humility, Fervency, joined 

9 Num quis quod bonus <vir effet gratias Sis egit wtfmmf 
At quod dives y quod honoratus, qwd huolunus, jovemfne optimum 
maximum ob eas res appellant > nonquod nos jufios, temperatos, 
fapientes efficiat, fed quod fafoos, incolumes, opulent os, copiofis. 
Judicium hoc omnium mortalium, firhmam a Deo pettndam, a 
jftiffa fumtndam efft fajnewtuon. Cotta in Cic. de Nat. Durust. 
This the Scripture, directing to the true Foundations of Hap- 
pinefi, calls asking amifs, to con/ume, upon the Lufis. 

with 

I 
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with Faith and Truft, which implies Reftgnaiion as CH A K\ 
to temporal, and Ajjurance of being heard with I* 1 * 
refpeft to fpiritual Things: Purity, Charity, ^V*V 
were unknown to them ; through whom, u e. in 
whofe Name, in whom, i. e* the Holy Gboft *, 

• Whatever elfe praying in the Holy Gboft, Jade 20. /«/j5# 
Spirit, Eph. vi. 1 8. means, it teems very evidently to import 
thefe two Things: 1. In the Spirit of ADOPTION, 
whereby <we cry, Abba father 5 Rom. viii. 15. Gal. iv. 5, 6. 
#>ed abroad hi our Hearts by the Holy Gbofl 9 Rom. V. 5. which 
Holy Ghoft is fbedon us abundantly through Jefus Chrift, Tit. 
iii. 6. The Firft-Fruits, or Earrufi of the Spirit which we 
have received, Rom. viii. 23. and whereby we are (6 often 
laid to be fealed, (another Expreflion for adopted) is the Refur- 
reBion of Chrift y comparing Rom. viii 1 1 . and 1 Cor. xv. 20* 
23. thermit of Adoption, called the Spirit of Promife, Eph. 
i* 1 3. confining then in the Promife of Remiilion of Sins, of 
an Inheritance, and of the Redemption of the Body, or its 
Refurre&ion, Rom. viii. 23. in the fame Senfe that the Spirit 
of Adoption (which we have received) beoreth Witnefs *mtb our % 

Spirit that mot art the Children of God* ver. 16. in the fame 
vtr. 26. // mahtt> httrceffionfor us, not witl God, but our- 
ielves, as is the Province of the Spirit to advocate and it does 
fo with Groanings *X*Ai-ntt unuttered. In the fame Senfe as 
we, who have received the Firft Fruits of the Spirit, and are 
in earaeft Ejrpe&atkxi to be delivered from the Bondage of 
CbiTDpticfliiiJtothegior^ 

wtbin ourieZves, ver. 23, And in the fame refpeel: we know 
not what to pray for as we ought [who have not received the 
Spirit of Adoption] in die fame, the Spirit alio helpeth oar 
Infirmities and Ignorances, making us to know what Things 
we ought to pray for, who have received the Spirit of Adop- 
tion, ver. 26. 2. Praying in the Holy Ghoft 9 or in the Spirit, 
imports actordiftg to the WUlof God, ver. 27. the Spirit inter- 
eeedsfir us according to the Will of God > ver. 2. The Gofpel 
which contains the Will of God, is called the Law of the Spirit 
of Lift 9 inChriftJtfus, 1 John v. ijl. This is the Confidence 
that we have in him, Chrift our Advocate with the Father, 
that if we ask any Thing, according to bis WiU, he hearetb 
us, Eph. i. 18.- Through him [Chrift] We both (Jew and 
Gentile) have Accefi by one Spirit [of Adoption] unto the Fa- 
ther. And the Jcwifli Temple being fbrfaken, and the Par- 
tition Wall broke down, to be both together a new Temple, 
an Habitation of God through the Spirit. 

G 4 and 
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CHAP, and in what mod approachable Ideas, and Style 
ffl - of Addrefs, i. e. that of our Father (by Adop* 

t^V^ Qon) was even unknown to Jews as well as Hea- 
thens y but were all made manifeft in the Cbrifiian 
Religion. The Worfhip of Prayer was inftituted 
in Cbrift's Name, the file Mediatory the fare 
Center of Communication between God and Man, 
and the adual Head of all the Means of Man's 
Recovery, on Purpofe for promoting in us both 
the Religion of the End, and of the Means : For 
to both it is excellently fervfceable, and mod: in- 
comparably conducive. 

i. With refpeft to Duty to G O D, Prayer 
whether publick or private, mental or vocal, ex- 
ercifes us daily in the Belief of his Prefence with, 
and Providence over us, and our Affairs ; in the 
Honour and Veneration due from Body and Soul 
to the Divine Majefty •, in the Seitfe of our Obli- 
gations to, and Dependancc upon his Goodnefs 
and Long-Suffering ; for our Prefprouon, and 
for the Supply of all our Needs. Though God 
could give unafk'd, knowing our Wants better 
than we ourfelves * yet he will give only in fucb 
a manner, as to remind qs who we are, u e, Shh 
iters, to whom nothing is owing by way of Debt, 
or any Obligation as to Favour. And therefore 
as he is in Debt to us for nothing, but where he 
pieces to make a Promife upon Conditions on 
our Part, he expe&s and directs Application to 
his Mercy, by way of begging and afking in the 
Name only of Him, through whom alone he has 

fiven us Accefs. And that aftuates our Fear, 
lope, Truft, Love of frim, in Conficjeration of 
his Knowledge, Power, Juftice, Goodnefi, and 
living- kindnefc, with a Care and Concern of 
pleafing him ; and with thofc contenting Cords 
^dr»waManuntoQod ?. A§ 
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chap: 
a. As to our NEIGHBOUR; it is re- In- 
quired to be fo daily qualified in the Controul of VX Y^£ 
Wrath* and aJJ Uncharitablenefs, chat thofe Ex- 
ceedings and Tranfports of the irafcible Paifions 
ve no Day (not the fliorteft in the Year) to have 
a longer Period than the fetting of the Sun. And 
what fitter Monitor for banjftiing daily out of the 
World all thofe malevolent, outrageous Pur- 
poles, which are the Authors and Abettors of 
jnofl: of the Injuries done to our Neighbour? Or 
what better daily infinuate and inftiJ the benevo- 
lent Affe&ions, to the doing him all Good, than 
that indifpenfable daily Concomitant, Charity* 
. which obliges us to forgive ail that trefpafsagajnft 
us, and intercede for their Good, as well as our 
Own? 

3. As to OURSELVES ; daily Prayer is 

a daiJy memento of that Purity, Humility, and 

Rejignation to the Pivine Will, which ought to 

qualify the Supplicant, who hopes to fpeed in his 

Suit. And as to the Mows, Repentance, nothing 

can be devifed a greater Perfe&er of the fame, 

than Confe/Hon of Sin, which daily accompanies 

Prayer. " What better Step towards making 

cc Reparation for our Fault, as we are capable 

" of, towards God ? For as by Sin we have dif- 

*' honoured Qod, difown'd his Authority, and 

cc call the utmoft Contempt upon his Laws, fo 

" by confeffingi^ir Sins we take Shame to our- 

* c felves, and give Glory to God, we accufe and 

^ condemn ourfelves of Iniquity and Folly, and 

" juftify phe Wifdom of God ; we acknowledge 

" that he has done righteogfly, but we have done 

« wickedly ; we own that his Commands were 

V holy, juft, and good, and that we ourfelves 

♦« were 
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CHAP. <c were guilty of the higheft Impiety, Injuftice, 

H ^-/ C< ^ n( * ^ n g ra " tu ^ e > * n tranfgreffing them. By 
^^V^u this Means, we do in fome meafure recal what 
" is paft, and virtually revoke what we have 
• c done: This is an Adt of Submiflion to God's 
4 ' Authority over us, and expreffcs our Defire of 
• « returning again to< our Duty and Obedience/* 
For as that daily expreffes our Sorrow for what 
we have done amifs, that fuppofes and fixes a 
daily Refolution on our Part of endeavouring to 
amend for the future. 

It is hardly poffible in the Nature of fuch a 
Self-Accufation and Arraignment of our volun- 
tary Tranfgreffions, for any, ufing it with Seri- 
t oufnefs and Recolle&ion, not to be affedted with 

Concern and Uneafinefs, for having offended fa 
good and gracious a Benefadtor, and grow more 
and more determin'd not to relapfc into fuch 
Provocations and Follies; but never imagine 
themfelves at liberty to go on upon a new Score 
of (inning, as the manner of fome is. If we ufe 
daily Confeffion as we ought, inftead of adding, 
it muft neceflarily leflen the Number of our Sins. 
For how can we reconcile it to our own Thoughts, 
if we think at all, to venture deliberately upon 
that Commiffion of Sin, or Omiflion of Duty, 
which almoft as foon as done or omitted, mult 
be confefled and repented of? This is fovery 
abfurd, that a rational Agent cannot continue in 
his Sins, if he duly and truly* continues in his 
Prayers. For, if we perfcvere in this Day by 
Day, it muft daily have an Influence on us to our 
Amendment, for perfecting Repentance, and 
advancing in Holinefs. Becaufe, none can long 
bear the tacit Reproach of coming daily into the 
Prefencc of God, to^confefs the fame Gflences 

over 
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over again, which they daily repeat, and take c 5 T AP ' 
no Care to avoid. The very Shame of Mind, y^ijji^/ 
added to the Pain and Irkfomenefs of the Re- ^^*^ 
fledion, muft needs make them at length, either 
quit their Sins, or their Prayers. But, if they 
are daiJy conftant in the latter, the repeated DiA 
cipline of Reproach and Admonition, arifing out 
of the ConfeiBon of Sin, not forgetting the Ag- 
gravations, nor favouring with Excufes, every 
JExcuferof Sin being an aftual Accufation of God. 
That there muft be no Chofen, no willing Re- 
gard to Iniquity in our Heart, as ever we expeft 
Him to regard our Prayers ; muft in time be ef- 
fectual to make them forfake it ; and make them 
moreover lefs fevere, and more candid to the Faults 
of others, which is the Perfcdion of Repentance. 
Thus the Son of Syracb recommends Prayer, 
Return unto the Lord., and forfake 4 by Sins, make 
thy Prayer before bis Face, and offend lefs\ EccluC 
xvii. 25. 

Thus daily Prayer is fitted, and therefore 

prescribed continually, and without ceafing, 

(which implies no more than being conftant twice 

a Day, according to the Analogy of the conti- 

ftfti/and *0tt*y?»g Sacrifice at the Temple, tho* 

but twice regularly every Day) and fo much 

prefied and required for exercifing the Mind in 

thofe Habits and Difpofitiofcs, as (hall regularly 

flow and Ihed their Influence into the fcveral AdU 

of performing the Whole Duty of Man, as Oo 

cafion offers ; as is well fummed up in a Prayer of 

that Book 1 with refpeft to God, " For improving 

fC in the Knowledge of him, and in Works fuit- 

€l able to that Knoweldgc, in a true Faith, pu- 

" rifying Hope, unfeigned Love, full Truft in 

? him Zeal tor him, Reverence of all Things 

" that 
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CHAP; « that relate to him, Fearful to offend him," 

*"l" Humble under his Corre&ions, Devout in his 

******* Service, Sorrowful for our Sins. Withrefpeft 

*« to ourfelves, it impreffes Meeknefi, Humility, 

" Contentednefs, Diligence in all Duties, Watch- 

« c fulnefs againft all Temptations, perfedt Purity 

« c and Temperance, and fuch Moderation in all 

« c lawful Enjoyments, as never to become a Snare 

♦ c unto us. With regard to our Neighbour, that 

" we do as we would be done by, yielding to all 

* € whatever by any Kind of Right becomes their 

" Due, that we put on fuch Bowels of Mercy 

" and Compaffion, as never to fail doing all Ads 

w of Charity to all Men, whether Friends or Ene- 

* mies according to the Divine Example." 

Now the conftant Exercife of Prayer pre- 
ferves, ftrengthens, and perfe&s the Will in its 
true Liberty and Choice of loving the Divine 
Perfections, and Heavenly Things, by the na- 
tural Efficacy of Difcipline and godly Cuftom ; 
its Influence over the reft of the Subjeft Powers, 
is thereby gained more and more ; and re* 
peated A£ts of this Godlineis augments the Power 
of refilling Temptations, deadens the Love of 
the World, and quickens and improves our 
Faith, Affections, and Affiance in another ; and 
at the fame Time brings in all the Joy and En- 
joyment receivable from worldly Things, fubor* 
dinated to that Expectation. And therefore it is 
faid, that Godlinefs [Exercife in this Godlineis, 
in Oppofition to bodily Exercife for bodily Emo- 
luments only, which profiteth litde or nothing, 
nothing to be fure comparatively fpeaking] is 
profitable for all Things* hawing the Promife of this 
Life, &c. [for it gives Chearfalnefe to the Spirits, 
and Marrow to die Bones, which, cater is paribus, 

fecures, 
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fecures, and prolongs the Enjoyment, of this Life, CHAP, 
had there been no Commandment with Promifi of ***•. 
that Sort.] Befides, that daily Converfe in Spirit^ V ^V V * 
daily imprefies a Senfe of the j^tnftra/Being, and 
Prefence of God ; our continual Dependance upon, 
and Obligations to him, and fets them daily in 
Pre/ence, and before the Face of our Underftand- 
ing, Will, and Affeftions, asfenfibleObjefts are 
daily before our Senfes. Nowallthefearenecefiary 
for imprinting, and preferving the Senfe and Sin- 
cerity , and for keeping up the Power of Religion," 
which is the Spirit of Power and a found Mind in 
us *, as ncccflary to the good-liking and well-being 
of our Souls, as daily Bread and Breathing is to 
that of our Bodies. 

And becaufe theExercife and Discipline of 
that Duty is fo efficacious for increafing our Vir- 
tues, and leficning our Tranfgreffions, and Omif- 
fions ; that gives us, at once, the true Reafons 
of Fervency therein, and of the many Command- 
ments for its Frequency^ attended always with that 
Fervency. Fervency makes the Imprefiion of 
GodJme/s, and Frequency flakes it deeper. For 
the greater the Earneftnefs of Heart and Defire 
exerted towards the Things prayed for, in Op- 
pofition toColdnefs and Indifference; and the 
oftener it accompanies our Devotion, the more 
powerfully it produces thofe good EffeCts in us, 
which God, in Chrift the Mediator, intended 
from it ; viz. to keep us in a State of continual 
Dependance upon him, through that Mediator, 
in a thorough Senfe of our Weaknefs and Wants, 
and of his Mercy, his Fulnefs, and his Promifes 
tp fupply all, through him. 

Thus he grants to Importunity, in his Son's 
Name, and encourages it, not becaufc.it moves, 

w 
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CHAP, or makes a Change in him ; but as it repeatedly 
***• contributes to work in us, changeable Creatures, 

V ^Y X,/ an Alteration for the better, and a more fteddy 
cleaving to our Calling in that Name that we call 
upon, and is called upon us. It is moft apparent 
that the End and Appointment of Prayer was 
wholly and folely for our Benefit ; forafmuch as 
die Majefty of Heaven, to whom we addrefs, is 
incapable of any Addition from' any of his Crea- 
tures j when we have done our beft in that, and 
every other Refpeft, we are ftili but unprofitable 
Servants. And therefore there can be no other 
Inducement in God, to approve and require that 
incumbent Duty arifing out of tde State of our 
Wants, after Sin entered into the Wodd; but 
becaufe it turns to our Advantagealtogether, and 
is an improving Exercife of our Faculties, for 
meliorating them, and advancing us in Goodnefi, 
> tp render us more and more fuitable Obje&s of 
his increafing Favour, and Loving-Kindnefs. And 
when we are careful to anfwer that End of Prayer, 
by growing better in the Ufe of it, and proceed- 
ing to the Perfedtion, our Nature in its prefent 
Imbecility is capable of, in performing the Re- 
ligion of the End ; we certainly arrive at that Per- 
fection, Happinefs, and End, which God pro- 
pofed from our Compliance with that Means of his 
own appointing. 

And as that Way of coming to God only 
through the one Mediator Jefus Chrift, in Spirit 
and in Truth,, in the Spirit of Adoption, and the 
true Mediator, is the only true Worlhip of God, 
ever fince the FaM : Whatever differs from ir, 
mud be accounted either ignorant, folfe, or per- 
verfe Worfhip : as worfliiping without a Media- 
tor, the Cafe of Jews j Mahometans t an4 Drifts 

in 
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in a Cbriftian Country. Or Idolatrous, or in an CH A R 
idolatrous Manner, when by any other than the vjfj^ 
one Lord and only true Mediator ; whether thro* ^*** 
one, or many Lords Mediators, to one fupreme 
God, much diverfify'd ; as fome of the Pagans 
applied to one Supreme under one Name, fom* 
under another 5 fome to one Mediator, fome to 
another, (though at the firft Introduftion of Ido- 
latry, the Idols or Images were ere&ed not to the 
fupreme God, but to their fqveral Mediators 
only * :) Or by any other in Conjunction with the 

true 

* Fid. Prideaaxh Letter to the Dej/ls, pag. 146. Sec. Id. 
Cmmea. pag. 177. The Faflage from this laft Book of that 
learned Author is worthy to be laid before the Reader. 
" The true Religion which Noah taught his Pofterity, wn 
" that which Abraham pra&ifed ; the worOiipping of one 
«* God, the fupreme Governor, and Creator of all Things, 
" with Hopes in his Mercy through a Mediator. For the 
" Neceffityofa Mediator between God andMan, was age- 
" neral Notion, which obtained among all Mankind from die 
" Beginning. For being confeious of their own Meannefi, 
* e Vileneis and Impurity, they could not conceive how it was 
«' poffibk for them, of themielves alone, to have any Accefs 
M co the all-holy, aft-glorious, and fupreme Governor of all 

* Things. They considered him as too high and too pure > 
" and themielves too low, and polluted, for fuch a Converfe : 

* And therefore concluded there mnft be a Mediator, by 
" whofe Means only they could make any Addrefi unto him, 
" aad by whofeLaerceffion alone, any of their Petitions could 
" be accepted of. But no dear Revelation being then made 
" of the Mediator whom God had appointed, becaufe, as yet, 
" he had not been mani&fted to the World, they took upon 
" them to addreis unto him by Mediaton of thdr own chuhng. 

* And their Notion of the Sun, Moon, and Stars, being, that 
" they* were the Tabernacles, or Habitations of Intelligences, 
" which animated thofeOrbs in the fome manner, as the Soul 
" of Man animates his Body, and were the Canfes of all their 
" Motions, and that thefe Intelligences were of a middle Na- 
u ture between God and them; they thought theie the pro- 
" paeft Beings to become Mediators between God and them. 
« And therefore the Planets being the neareft to them of all 

« thefo 
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CHAP, true Mediator; or worfliipping the Mediator lit 

^J^^he tiny Image of a Wafer , as in Popljb Cxm* 
^"*^ tries. 

Thus 

w thefe heavenly Bodies, and generally looked on to have the* 
" greateft Influence on this World, they made Choice of them 
49 in the firft Place, for their Gods-Mediators, who were to 
" mediate for them with the Supreme God, and procure from 
" him the Mercies and Favours, which they prayed for, and 
" accordingly they directed Divine Worfhip unto diem as fact 
" And here began all the Idolatry > t that hath been pra&ifed 
* in the World. They firft worihipped them^#r Sacella, that 
" is, \>y their Tabernacles, and afterwards by Images alto. By 
" the firft, they meant the Orbs themfelves.— — And there* 
u fore when they paid their Devotions to any one of them, 
" they directed their Worfhip towards the Planet,' in which 
" they fuppofed the Intelligence dwelt. But the Orbs, by 
" their Fjfing and Setting, being as much under the Horizon, 
" as above, they were at a Lois how to addrefs to them in 
" their Abfence : To remove this, they had Recourfe to the 
" Invention of Image s, in which, after their Confecration, they 
c( thought thefe Intelligences, or inferior Deities, to be ai 
" much prefent by their Influence, as in the Planets them- 
* 6 fehnes ; and that all Addrefles to them were made as eftec- 
" tually before the one, as before the other. And this was the 
* c Beginning of Image Worfhip among them.— —Hence we 
" find Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Jtpelk, Mercury, Venus* and 
" Diana, to be firft ranked in the Polytheifm of the Ancients : 
" For they were their firft Gods. After this, a Notion ob- 
u raining that good Men departed, had a Power with God 
" alfo to mediate and intercede for them, they deified many 
" of thofe, whom they thought to be fuch, and hence the 
" Number of Gods increafed in the idolatrous Time of the 
« World. This Religion firft began among the Chaldeans, 
" which their Knowledge in Aftronomy helped to lead them 
*' to. And from this it was, that Abraham feparated himfelf, 
" when he came out of cW^ra; From the Chaldeans it fpread 
*« itfelf over all the Eaft, where the Profeflbrs of it had the 
" Name of Sahiam. From them it paffed into Egypt, and 
" from thence to the Grecians, who propagated it to all the 
° Weftern Nations of the World.— Thefe ^/Vww, in con* 
M fecrating their Images, ufed many Incantations to draw 
" down into them, from the Stars, thofe Intelligences, for 
« whom they creeled them, whofe Power and Influence, they 

« held, 
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CHAR 

Thus as Prayer a&uates the Religion of tke H^. 
End, and promotes Repentance ; 10 Faith in > "^V > ^ 
Cbrift the onJy fujficient Mediator, as built upon 
the Foundation of his being Son of God, and Son 
of Man, animates Man's Acoefs unto God, and 
invites his Application to the Throne of Grace, 
with an Aflurance of being well received for his 
Name Sake. Whatever is the Want or Subject 
of Petition, the N A M E of Cbrift interpofing is 
the recommending Argument, why it is grant- 
ed, or accepted *, and his Intcrceflion is all in all 
for gaining the Bleffing. Thus the.Prophet, Hof 
xiv. 2. foretold, Take with you WORDS, and 
turn to the Lord, fay unto bim y take away all Ini- 
quity and receive us gracioufly \ fa will we render the 
Calves of our Lips. Ever fince he has gracioufly 
vouchfafed to lend his Difciples his prevailing 
Name, Prayer becomes a Key for opening the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and is one * of the Keys * 

of the Kingdom of Heaven given to them 5 as ' 
Remiffion of Sins enlivening Repentance, is the 
other Key. And as neither of thofe Keys could 
do any Thfa& in opening the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven without Cbrift, to whomfoever he was pleafed 
firft co give the Knowledge of himfelf, in the Re- 

« held, did afterward dwell in them. And from hence the 
« whole foolery offeJtfms, which fane nuke fo much ado 
" about, had its Original.— —The other Se& of Idolaters, 
" in the Eaftern Countries, were the Magians ; they abomi* 
« nating all Images, worshipped God only fay Fire," &c. 
Svo. Edit. The feme true Notion of Watty is firmly efta- 
blHhed in Kmft Critical Hiftvyoi theO«*i pag, 58, Sc^ 
And that the original Conititurion, Nature, mediatorial Office, 
and Worihip of Damons, fprung from the primsval Tradition 
cftheMrfiab. See Uccpb. Gale, de ordutt progrtfu Fb&fo* ', 
phi*, pag. 68a/ V " 

* Compare Mat. xvi. 19. with Chap, xriii. 19, 20. 

• Vol. h ' % H : velation 
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C H AP^ velation of himfelf to the World, they firft con- 
m - feffing him to be Cbrift^ (the Foundation of his 

^Y^ Church) Jirft received thofe Keys for their own 
Ufe, and to convey thetn to others for the equal 
Ufe. of all that believed in him afterwards, thro 9 
their Preaching and Writting ; this would have 
fcllow'd of itfelf had our Lord made 90 fuch 
Declaration to. his Apoftles, nor uled.any Allu- 
fion, to Peter's Name, a Rock. 

-How God would be worfhipped and adored 
fa a State of Innocence, was plain enough to 
human Reafon \ viz. by praifing his Excellencies, 
and punctually keeping his Commandments. But 
when complicated Tranfgreflion enter'd upon the 
Lives of Men, and recoil'd hack its Guilt upon 
their Reafon, for having fo often and grievoufly. 
offended •, their Worfliip was? in a manner quite 
^iftanced and difiblved. Shame, F^jir of Dif- 
pleafure, Difrruft of Acceptance, and -anxious 
Thoughts, as to future Favour, arc as natural to, 
and in a manner infeparable from, iguilty Mind 
fa Prefence. of the heavenly Majefty, .confeious 
0/ all its Mifdeeds » as Blvjhing is to the Bocjy, 
at the firft Approach to an offended Superior here 
upaaEarth. And what is Sham?, before God, 
but a confeious Senfe of our many foolifh and 
foui PradHces in his Prtfence ? Whilft Innocence 
knows neither Shame before, nor Fear of him; 
As Pain is the greateft Dread of human Nature* 
fa. Fear relative to, Jt,' is the ftrongeft Paffion : 
And if Puniihment is J»it fufpc&ed to be the Con* 
fequetice of Guilt (and Reafon muff be ftupified 
if it does not firmly believe it where there is Law, 
and. a. Governor confeious of the Breach of it) all 
* the natural, or moral Excellencies, . or all the 
obliging Benefits of that Governor will never be 
1 considered, 

f 
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donfidered, or have any Eflfeft, till the other Ap- CHAP, 
prehenfion ip firft removed. This Uneafinefs na- HI - 
rurally begets an Inclination to Diftance, and v ^^ %> ^ 
that Inclination produces a Neglaft in coming, 
2nd that inures into a Habit, and that Habit 
would have completely thrown off all Worftiip to 
the Creator ; and God mult either have changed 
the Nature of Man, or relinquifti'd the Homage 
of his Worfliip for the future, if he had not beert 
pleafed to ftep in to chear the Heart, and raife 
up the Head of his defpopding Votary. 

Thus at the very firft Tranfgreffion, the 
fheaking inherent Shame that fprings from con- 
fcious Guilt, threw the firft Pair into feme deftrei 
Diftance from God, that they might (hun thi 
Company of their Maker, which they were fo 
lately fond of, as well as (hewed an immediate 
Impairment of their Reafon ; from their incon- 
fiftent feekirtg a hiding Place from his all-prefent 
Majefty ; and fuch a Diffatisfa&ion and Uneafi- 
nefs in themfelves alfo, that they did not care to 
took upon themfdves or one another, as they were 
naked of the Innocence they were' in before *♦ 
H 2 And 

• Thus the Peacock, when he has loft his Tail, the Glory 
of his Nature, conftantly goes and hides hhnfetiV Inwaf4 
Nakednefs of Innocence made outward Nakednefe firft per- 
ceptable to be unclean; for as to the dean all things are 
clean, fi> to the unclean that fame became 1 unclean, and in a 
manner clandeftine % adventitious Shame ever after remaining, 
for being the Inftruments of propagating Perfons obnoxious tq 
future Guilt, and perturbation of Mind like themfelves. Be- 
fides, how was this Nakednefs of theirs ordained to be co- 
vered ? Not with twifted Leaves of their own Invention ; but 
with £>kins of Beafts, (that even, by the Means of the Cover- 
ing,' their Shame might never be hid from themfelves) whofe 
Life and Blood was facrificed to God by his own Appoint* 
J&ent i to put them in mind of his Mercy and ReconcSeablc* 

neft 
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CHAP. And they certainly had never fought after God 
Wf- more, if he had not fxrft gracioufly called to, and 

^-^V^ argued the Matter with them ; denounced their 
Punifliment in this World, and immediately ac- 
quainted them with the future Remedy provided 
tor them, and all their Progeny. 

The Almighty therefore, to ftiew the Power 
of his Mercy unto Salvation, caufed the Dawn 
pf the Hope of all the World to arile, and diffi- 
pated the dark, difmal Cloud, with the Light 
of a Promife of one mighty to favc, from the 
Seed of the Woman ; who (hould be a Mediator 
and Interceflbr for Peace, and Pardon, in their 
bed Endeavours of ferving God ; as fecure and 
fuitable to God's Intereft, as he was . fecure and 
fuitable to the Intereft of Man. And bccaufe 
God's Promifes are the fame Thing as Perform- 
ance, fliould then take place, to have its com- 
fortable Effedts. And as a Teftimony and Pledge 
thereof,. He injiituted Sacrifices to himfelf, the 
Morning Star of future Revelation, and of more 
explicit Chriftianity in the Fulnefs of Time ; that 
as fure and as often as Man offered up one, he 
might afluredly depend upon the other. Thus 
the general World fell into Sacrifice, as an Aft 
of Religion, till the Death of Chrift upon the 
Crofs, which is the ultimatum of all Sacrifices. 

T h a t all Kindreds, and People of the Earth 
from the Beginning of the World, and the Gene- 
rality ftill to this Day, have applied, and do ap- 
ply themfelves to bloody Sacrifices, and relied 
upon them as the general Symbol or Medium of 

neft in accepting the Death of anotbtr, in figure, in their 
iiead, and lor their Guilt in deferring irrevocably* what 
they law the other actually fuffcr by their religions Hands. 

the 
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Ac Worfliip of the Deity; ancient and mo- CHAP, 
dern Hiftory, and Travels abundantly inform us. m - 
Nor is there any Way^ of accounting how the V *^ % " / 
Whole WorJd, with oneConfent, in fo many 
diftant Oceans, came to fall into Agreement 
about fuch a ftrange Part, and feemingly inhuman 
Per/uafion of Religion, as if without /bedding of 
Blood there was no Remijfwn ; unlefs, in Faft, 
they received it, as they did their Blood, by 
Conveyance down from the Progenitor of our 
Race ; who praftifed it by exprefi DireAion 
from Heaven, after the afore&id Promiie made. 
Eufebius very judicioufly refolves, that this Way 
of Worfhip was not taken up by Chance, or by 
human Motion, but fuggefted to them by a Divinit 
Intimation* Demonft. Evang. Lib. I. cap. 10.. 
K*t* to'oy V iximav vxot&kqUvw. . Which Pro* 
mife preferv*d under fuch Pre-fi<pration was to 
be fulfilled in due Time, by a folemn Oblation 
of the ftcred Blood of fomePerfon, who fliouJd 
receive his Humanity only from the Woman. 

F o r a Man's deftroying the Life of a Bead,, 
and (bedding ics Blood, can never naturally fig- 
oify a Man's Obedience to God ; having no fuch 
SigniScation by the Dilates of the Law of Na- 
ture ; it mud therefore fignify only ex inftituto y 
and become a Sign of Obedience, or rather an In- 
ftance of the Obedience of Faiib* in Virtue of a 
pofitive Law or Inftitution from God ; which 
ihews, that the offering expiatory or bloody Sa* 
crifices, could never have its original from the 
Light of Nature, but from fome pofiHve % ad- 
^/w«fl/Declju-ationoftheWillofGod* Thro* 
H 3 this 

* fid. Ootram ieSacrif. pagi 10, t67, 244, tjt. Con-' 
coning the firft bloody 01 expiatory hiiaua Sacrifice offered 
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C H AF. this Faith Abel offered a better Sacrifice tb$n Cm. 
**^ So far U it from being true, what feme kav« 

W^ lightly imagin'd, that Chriftiantty occafionally 
conform* d its Notion of a Mediator to the gene* 
ral Belief of, and Application to Mediators, 

as hvTPov among the Race of Idolatrous before the Flood. 
See Bijhop Cumberland's learned Remarks on Sancboniatbo*i 
Fbenidan Hifi. nag. 37, 137, 138, 170, 147. Whence he 
concludes, that Daemons* were worshipped by fuch Sacrifices 
before the Flood, when Idolatry was in its youngeft Years. 
In the fifth Generation of the idolatrous Line of Cain, from 
Adam, there is mention of bloody Sacrifice of Beads, tag 239. 
When, as he probably infers, began " the eating of raw and 
•* bloody Flcfli, which was therefore forbidden to Noah and 
" his Pofterity, both in the Cafe of Sacrifice and of or<}i- 
'? nary Diet, to prevent all Correfpondence with their lavage 
« c P^a£tices. , • . That human Sacrifices were not learnt by 
the Heathen from Abraham** going about to facrjfice Ifaac, 
but intended by GodinJhe Hfiie of chat Trial* to bt dijtnm* 
raged by it, Ibid pag. 139. &c. To this I fobjoin aPafTaga 
from Dr. Sberhd, (now BHhop of Salisbury) Ufi and Intent of 
F.rophecy, pag. 74. 3d Edit. " We read that Cain brought 
« an Offering of the Fruit of the Ground, and Abel cftbeFtrft- 
tings of bis Flock, and the Fat thereof: fit lard had FtiffeB 
unto Abel, and to bis Offerings ', but unto Cain, and to his 
Offering be bad no ReJpeS. Allowing the Maxim of the 
jenvijb Church to have been good from the firfi Inftitution 
of Sacrifice, that without B hod there is no Remijfson: The' 
Cafe may poffibfy be this. Abel came a Petitioner for Grace 
and Pardon, and brought the Atonement appointed for Sin; 
Cain appears before God as ijuft Per/on wanting no Repen- 
tance ; he brings an Offering in Acknowledgment of God's 
. Goodneis and Bounty, but no Atonement in Acknowledg- 
ment of his own Wretchednefe. The Expatriation of God 
f with Cain favours this Account } Jftbou dstfweU, Jbalt thorn 
not be accepted? And if thou doeft not ivelf, Sin Uetb at tin 
Door, i. e. If thou art righteous, thy Righteoufnefi fhafi 
fave thee ; if thou art not, by what Expiation is thy Sin 
purged? It lieth ftill at thy Door. Add to this that the 
,4pp|le to the Hebrews lays, that Abeh Sacrifice was ren- 
dered excellent by Faith : What could this Faith be, but a 
Reliance on the Promifes and Appointments of God * 
Which Faith Cain wanted, relying on his own WeU do- 
ing/* 

in 
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ih the Religion of the Gentiles ; that the Heathen CHAP. 
Sacrifice, and Notion of a Mediator, had its tJ^L- 
Origin fitom a traditionary Ufage of the one* ******* 
and Belief of the Neoeffity of the other, from the 
firft Infancy of the World, as has been ihewa 
Our Author, agreeably to his Principles, derives 
Sacrifices wholly from human Invention ; and 
gives them fo late, and fo ridiculous a Date, 
pag. 79. that he is not worthy of a Refutar 
tion ; every one that reads the Bible can con* 
fute him. 

They fufliciently indeed corrupted it, nay 
to that extreme Abufe in multiplying thofe who 
were no Gods ; and after they bad given them 
Being, ferving and worihipping them fo irra- 
tionally and ftupidly, chat the Service and Wor» 
fhip might be calPd that of thofe who were, in a 
manner, no Men. Inftead of honouring Him, 
whom they profefied to know as God, from the 
Works of Creation, they were fo vain, and aboun- 
ding in their Imaginations of all Sorts of impious 
Rites, that they propban'd him, and made a 
Devil of him. For as Honor eft in Honor ante^ 
whether they intended to worfiiip Devils or no^ 
the Worfhip was fuch as became no other, and 
therefore it belong' d to them, andthey claim'dit 
as their own. 

Nay, the wife Philosophers themfelves com- 
municated in thofe Scenes of Abfurdity and Im- 
morality. Many of them by long Train of 
Thought, had more foblime and purer Notions 
of the Deity, and of the Worfhip fuitable to 
Him \ But what was the World the better for 
that ? As long as they continued in Faft, like 
therein in notorious Immorality and Breach of 
H 4 ** 
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CHAP, the Law of Nature* in not refpefting and he- 
^J—^nouring God as He is, and as they plainly knew 
^^^Him to be; the greateft, certainly, of all Im- 
morality, as being the Caufe of moft other Wick- 
edncfi. So far were (hey from vindicating the 
Honour of the fupreme Being, or bringing a 
Reformation into the World, by rooting out the 
firft leading Principle of Vice, wrong Notions, 
and vicious Worihip of God ; that they, every 
where, countenanced and complied with the efia- 
HJh'd Difhonour and Contumely againft Him ; 
they were ftri&Iy Partakers of fo much known 
Iniquity, by being actually guilty of it, and 
promoting the fame in others by their Exaipple. 
The chief of them, Plato and Cictro, encouraged 
the Magiftrate, and civil Powers, by. recom- 
mending it in their refpe&ive Plan of Laws ; and 
fo got the Iniquity every where eftablifhed by 
Law *. 

And 

* Lt&ant. de falfaRel. Lib. I. cap. 15. fpeaking of Cieer*, 
fkys thus, de legihus % quo in opere Platonem fecutus de reiigione 
ttafanxit. Dvvos &' eas, qui calefies femper babitifttnt, ctdunto. 
♦The fame Author,' lib. II. cap 3. de Orrgeme £rrorii 9 rg- 

Cicbes bimfir it in a beautiful Strain of Eloquence* InteUige- 
Cictrohfodfc, qua; homines adorarent : Nam cum multa 
dixiflet, quae ad everuonem religionum valerent: Ait tamen 
non efle ilia vulgo difputanda, ne fufceptas publice religionea 
diputatio talis extinguat. Quid ei faciei, qui, cum errare fe 
fcntiat, ultro ipfe in lapides impignat, ut popoius omnis of- 
Jendat? Ipfe fibi oculoe eruat, ut omnes caeci finit? Qui nee 
de aliis bene xnereatur, quos patitur errare; nee deleipfb, 
qui alienis accedit errbribus; nee utitur tandem fipientia? fuse 
bono, ut fa&is impleat, quod mente percepit ; Sed prudens & 
iciens pedemlaqueo inferit, ut $mat cum catena quos libe- 
.rare utprudentior debiiit, & ipfe capiatur ? Quin potius, fi 
quid tibi Cicero virtutis cft,cxperire, poptilum facere (apieritem : 
' Pigna res eft, ubi omnes eloquent?** tua vires excras. Non 

• enim vercndum eft, tie te in tarn bona cau& deficiat oratio ; 
qui fiepe etiam malas copiofc, ac fbrtiter defehdifti- Sed 

nimirum 
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CHAft 

An d the firft Advice in the beft of their P'^yJSw 
dfcical Catechifms * is, to worfhip the Gods in^^^ 
the firft Place, but then it is, according to the 
manner it is eftablij&d by Law, i.e. of the City, 
or Country where you are ; which, by the way* 
vied with one another in bringing the moft Ab- 
iurdity; Obfcenity, and Profanation, into the 
Worfhip of their refpe&iye Gods; fometimc* 
one God being in favour with them, and fome- 
times another. So great a Corruption and In- 
fatuation does- IdoUtry fuperinduce upon human 
Reafon* where it is rcceiv'd, that to this Day, 
the politeft Part of the Heathen World, the 
Cbinefe and Japoncfe, are rather, according to 
the Account of Travellers, more guilty of the 
Exceffes and Abfurditics of it, than thegrofler 
and more ignorant Parts ; as if it was a (landing 
Maxim, the more Fools they made their Gods, 
the.wifer were the Worfliippers. 

N o Wonder therefore, fince all manner of 
Encouragement was. given to the Corruption of 

Himfrum Soeratis carcerem times; ideoqne patroriniom Yeri- 
tatis fofcipere non audes. At mortem, at ikpiens, contem- 
nerc debmfti. Et crat quidem mnlto pulchrius, ut ob bene 
potius difta, quam ob maledi&a morereris : Nee tibi Jaudis 
pin* Philippine aflferre potuerunt, quam difcuffus error humani 
generis, & mentis hominum ad fen&itatem tua difpotatione 
reroeatae. Sed concedamus timidhati; qoseih fapiente non 
debet. Qujtiergoipfeineodemm&rbenore; Video tetejs 
rena, U manufetta venerari ; vana efle intelligis ; & taipen 
eadem fecit, quae faciunt ipfi, quos ipfe ftuhiffixnoi confiteris. 
Quid igitur profuit, vidifle fe rcritatem, quam nee defenfhros 
effet, nee feeutorus? 9be Reader nstiU exeufe Jo much aboutO- 
ceio, if it is eonfidered our Author makes bim not onfy tie 'Model 
of bis Opinions, but the Pattern of his Writing, by Way of Dia- 
logue, agatnfi the prevailing AbfurSties and Suferftition of hie 
Countrymen. See bis Preface. 
.* N«pa>«; ftiKomaJ, Tip*, fythstg. 

. "Worfliip, 
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CHAP. Worfhip, that an umverlal Corruption of Man^ 
JJZ^jMX* was the Confequence of it* If the Foun- 
tain is impure and polluted, the Streams muft be 
ft> of Courfe, It was a cunning devtfed Apolo- 
gy, to impute the Weaknefs and Vices of bo* 
man Nature to the adorable Gods, the better to 
juftify themfelves in them ; but who, that believed 
them to be fuch in reality, could arrive at being 
better themfelves ? If Lewdncfs was the common 
Ceremony of Worfhip, and Vice an intimate part 
of their Religion, it muft be an Ornament, inftead 
tf Difgrace to their Lives and Conventions, 
and fhcw forth fo much the more of God and his 
Religion. 

I n (hort, all the Worfliippers might acquit, 
Or rather applaud themfelves in their Irregulari- 
ties, from the fame Patronage of Jupiter* the 
Fellow makes ufe of in Terence * ; fo natural, 
and withal, facred is . the Argument to all, who 
believe Imitation of the Deity a principal Part of 
Religion and Homage : If the Thunderer does fo 
and fo, why am not I 9 a little Fellow and his 
humble Votary, authorized to do as he does.? 
If the fuprerne Jupiter, who is, or ought to be, 
an Example to Gods and Men, fhews his Al- 
mighcinels in rakifli Frolicks and Debaucheries, 
why (hould not my Weaknefs be accufed? 
Why fhould I pretend to be better than my Prin- 
ciples ? Or think of exceeding the Principal of 
all the Gods, and Goddeflfes in Modefty or Mo- 
rality ? No, but I will love and obey him in 
thofe Thing?, as for as I am able, with all my 

• Quod fecit is qui Tmfla Cali/umma fomtu concutit* Eg* 
JJemtntio hoc nonfaarcm t Ego iUmd wn ita fid, ac kbtu* 
And St. Auftin has rightly obiervM, Magis intutntur qmd]\x- 
piter /tori/, quam madAmrif, Plato* <vil cenfucrit Cato. C 
A Lib. IL 

Heart, 
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Heart, with all my Soul, with all my Strength. €H4£ 
Jf the Rejiigioo of the Means, Payor aju} W«- . JFL^ 
flrip, which fbould be the Cure, togpther with 4 **^* 
Repentance, for recovering Men to the Religion 
ipf the End, is become the Difeaje, and the Devil 
is the Dire&or of Confidence, how languilhing 
£nd deplorable muft have been the Condition 
of Mankind? How could it be otherwife, bi$ • 
0>at the whole World muft hav? lain in WicIk4~ 
jecfoeis at the coming of our $*vm r ' 

Who therefore came at the fitted Jun$uw 
pf univerfal Peace in the World, (the Romap 
JEmpirc alfo then having the wideft Spread qf 
Dominion over the Earth, for the Convenience 
jo£ propagating bis Religion far and near » and 
then alfo were Arts aqd Science, and humaji 
j&eafop, at their l)jgheft Improverpents, th* 
greateft Curiof^y afterTruth joining and fpreading 
itfelf every where, for the better proving, fitting, 
and examining into this new Religion) and at the 
greateft need, fo deftroy the Work ?f the Devil * 
who had ufurp'd and reigp'& M G<>4 9 over thp 
Idolaters of rhif Wofid ; hU Works of Idolatry 
and Superftition, to which he had enflav'd thf 
Nations, were accordingly dUfipate4, and difyp- 
pear'd before his Religion, aB Darkncfi when th* 
JLight approaches. To the Glory of Chrift ianity, 
it cleanfed away that Sink of Wick edpefc, and caft 
out the greateft the devouteft Hindrance of al| 
Good, that word Corruption of all Morals, iq 
th&frji place ; and then (hewed (he more excel- 
lent Way, to repent of their Sins, and worlhip 
God in Spirit and Truth, the true Mediator Je~ 
fus Cbrt/i, and taught them all other Righteouf- 
peis« 

Then 
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-chap. 

^^Jtt. Thbk vaniflied Sacrifices, theReafon of them 

^^^"^ccafing; and none remain'd acceptable to God, 
but the presenting our Bodies* in Oppofition to the 
dead Works of Drunkenneis, Fornication and 
Impurities which defecrated the Body, in the 
'Heathen Worlhiper, a living Sacrifice, holy, ac~ 
• ceptabU to God, wtncb is our reafonable Service * ; 
placing the Service of the Body in the Reverfe of 
what the Heathens thought Reafon, Duty, and 
Devotion ; and the doing good and communicating 
'to the Needs of others, which vswell pleafing to 
him +. Then ceafed very many abominable Pra- 
ctices againft the Law of Nature ; and fober, 
righteous, godly Living, the End of the Gofpe), ■ 
flourifbed in great Plenty * and ftill fiourifhes, in 
Comparifon of the Behaviour of thofcwho were, 
or ftill are Strangers to the Gofpel of Chrift. 
Therefore, 

The Spite of our Author againft Chriftia- 
nity, is equal to his Falftiood, in aflerting % th<* 
Lives of Chriftians no better, but rather worfe 
than Pagans. He might have feen in a Book ft 
he ought not to be a Stranger to, as a Civilian* 
a long Catalogue of innumerable grofs Corrup- 
tions of the Law of Nature current in the World, 
which Cbrifiendom is free from. His Accufation 
is not only contrary to Matter of Fa£t, but to 
the Reafon of Things. For fome may be worfe 
than their Religion, and np Fault in their Reli- 
gion neither, but in themfelves, for Want of 
complying wish its Directions, But how are any, 
how can ever any be capable of being better 

* Rom xii. i. + Heb. xiii. 16. % Page $66. 

H Puffcnd. of the Law of Nature, $c. f*g. 126. 

than 
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than their Religion? How bad that was, bus CHAP, 
been fhewn. If the Principles of a Man are de- yifj^ 
praved, his Practice mud be the fame, as con- ^^^ 
iequendy as an Effeft follows a Caafe. It 4s in- 
confiftent moreover with a favourite Principle of* 
our Author, •* That Chriftianky is neither more 
<€ nor lefs than the Republication of the Law of 
€ * Nature:*' If fo, then the Lives of Pagan* 
and Chriftians muft be the fame, being governed 1 
by the felf-fame Law •, and fo he equally acquits, 
Or equally accufes both. But let the Compan- 
ion be Fairly erefted between the Philofophers 
of one, and the Philofophers of the other ; the 
middle Sort of one, with the like of the other ;' 
the lower Vulgar of one, with their Peers of the 
other, and the Difference will fooh appear. ' 

A l l the three Degrees of the former were 
equally involved in, and defiled with Idolatry, 
of which all the other three, who conform to the 
Scriptures, are clear. Their Philofophers, who 
Ihould have been the Reformers of the Age, be- 
ing the natural Prophets and Teachers ofir, not 
only connived at, but did what they could to pro- 
mote, and againft their Confciencc too, all man- 
ner of Ungodlinefs, and recommend the grand 
Corruption, the generating Caufc of all other 
Corruption, falfe, impious, and abominable No- 
tions, and Sentiments of their Go^kj though. 
from vifible Effe&s, they knew God the firft Caufe 
and Author of all Things, and, by the Light of 
Nature, knew him to be a Spirit y yet worfhipp\£ 
him not as fuch ; but jumbled him wich the Silvery 
Gold, or Stone they created him out of; they 
glorified him not as God \ but debafed and depofed 
him with filthy, beaftly, blafphemous Rites, by, 
regularly conforming themfelves to the publico 
2 -Service 
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CH J* Pj Service and Worfliip: And fo the Seeing led the 
B* Blind into the Ditch, and fell into it themfelves. 

^V^'xhey were Heretich with a Witnefs againft God 
and his Religion* by doing what they did, felf- 
mdemned. What they would not, that they did, 
and what they hated and laughed at, that did 
$ey ; and not fo much from the Instigation of 
$e(hly Appetites, as out of a mean Pufillanimity 
and fervile Fear, as great an Immorality and Re- 
proach, as can be imputed to a Philofopher, For 
they boafted o{ Fortitude > as the Head of their 
cardinal Virtues, but would not bear the aching 
of a Finger for the Caufe of God, and the Pro- 
motion of the Religion of Nature. It is a vulgar, 
firror, thtt Socrates himfelfV though the beft of 
the Bunch, and the moft extraordinary Perfon 
that e*er lived among them, died a Martyr for 
the Belief of one only God; for he held many, 
at leaft, and his laft dying Order was a Sacrifice 
io AZfculapusf,, 

B e h o l d the Happinefe, or moral Virtues of 
the Sloidks % a bonum tbeatrale> to be feen of Men ! 
Having no Eye to, nor Intention of ftrving God* 
with whom they equalled their wife Man, and 
therefore they had their Reward, in this Life* 

* # Sec CadwrtPs bttei Sjjft. pag. 461. 

f Befides his Apologiff, Xempbon in his nmorable Thmgti 
declares of him, «« That he never gave any other Anfwer to 
44 thole who enquired of him in what manner they ought to 
** facrifice to the Gods, than that every one flioujd obfcnre 
*' the Cuftoms of his Country. Thus, in all Aclions of Piety, 
** Socrates took particular Care to do nothing contrary to the 
* Cuftom of the Republick, and advifed his Friends to make 
u that the Rule of their Devotion to the Gods, alledging it 
" to be an Argument of SuperlUtion and Vanky, to ditient 
«• from the eftablifh'd Worfhip." And EptiUtus, cb. xxxviin 
gives the like Advice, k&t£ t% miry*. 

fuch 
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fuch as ic was, the Praife of Men. Vain-Glory CH &F, 
was their Heaven ; they are rightly (tiled anima- ^i\ 
lia gloria : All Se&s and Degrees purfued Praife ^^T^ 
and Glory, with all their Strength, with all their 
Mind, and with all their Soul * to the Impulfe 
of that Principle was owing all the worthy At- 
chievements in War, or Peace, the Labours of 
the Brain, and of the Body : That ferved thcm t 
rnftead of certain Immortality ; they were pleafed 
with it as a fo vereign good They were elevated 
at the Thoughts of gratifying this Vanity, and to 
be difappointed of it, was Death to them. It 
was Life, and every Thing, to reign Head of 
their own School, and Founders of their own No- 
tions ; and therefore inconfiftent to become Scho- 
lars to Christianity, or any differing Truth, tho* 
ever fo certain*. 

Ambition, Revenge, Sclf-murther, were the 
Gallantries of human Nature ; Meeknefs, Hu- 
mility and Patience, its Pufillanimity and Mean- 
nefs. And, at their languifliing Hour, that flat 
rueful Confolation may be prefumed, from the 
Confe/fion of an Hero, to have been general 
among them : Te colui, virtus* ut rem j ajt tu no- 
men inane es. 

Piety towards God, which gives Sincerity, 
Reality, and Being to the human Virtues, was 
little thought of, and much lefs cultivated. The 
moft regular Syftem, AriJlotle 9 s Etb. is obferved 
tb have no other Scope, but to advance the Tran- 
quillity and Welfare of civil Life. How fhould 
they pra&ife Humility, when they knew not 

• ■ • Bmbtit gkrut Gf tlojuinti* filius KbiJtncJl. Tcrt. ApoL 

what 
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ClfcA*. what it meant ? But when we read the Chriftian 
^J-f^, Precepts of that, and Meeknefs, quern philofopbum 
^^ noh contcmnimm? Cicero's Exception to his Ad- 
vice of doing good, nift lacejjitus injuria* , gave 
a full Scope to Revenge, and the Retaliation of 
any Injury f ; nay, private Revenge was pradtifed 
as Virtue* and had the fame Refped paid to ic 
Uncleannefs and Fornication was as common as 
Meat and Drink, and reckoned full as lawful y 
Marriage was ridiculed by Epicurus and Democri* 
ius then (Vid. Clem. Alex. Strom. Lib. II.) as it 
is now bv the Deifts and Libertines. Tho Pla- 
tonifis could fee no Sin in Adultery being taught 
the Lawfutnefs of the Community of Wives % : 
Neither could there be any Reftraint from Poly- 
gamy* unlefs from the Laws of the State ; being 
deftitute of the Principle of Reafoning from the 
Nature of Things, viz. the jirjl Creation of but 
one Woman for one Man: Majculine Love was ap-; 
plauded by the moft celebrated, Socrates y Plato* 
Xe t nopbon y ASftbines* &c. (Vid. PluU de Lib. edu- 
cand. & Cic. Tufa Q^Lib. IV.) and for that Rea- 
fon endeavoured lately to be brought on the 
Stage of Practice by the lofe Principles of Deifts, 
Nor was expofing innocent Children to Death, 
any Cruelty with many of them •, nor the Im- 
molation of human Blood at the Altars of many of 
their Gods, any Scruple with any of them, but 
rather conscientious Ads of Devotion, which oc-. 
cafioned that Lampoon, Tantum religto potuit Jha* 
dere malorum. 

• Off. Lib. HI. KL La8. Lib. IV. cap. 18. a Diflcrta- 
tion upon that fidfe Virtue. ' 

f And his Pra&ice was agreeable to his Do&rine, Odi ho* 
mlntm % etodero, utinam uldfd pofem, Epift. ad Attic. lib. IX. 

t De Rcpub. Lib. VI. 

; * Now, 
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CHAP. 

Now, if we compare the middle Sort of Chri- yiJJ^ 
ftians with thefe vain-glorious Philofophers ; V ^V X < 
how very much more do they know? How much 
better do they pra£life ? They have the Virtue, 
which the other wanted, to propagate the true 
Knowledge of God, and his Perfections ; of his 
Mercy, and of his Methods moreover in Cbnijk 
Jefus for reforming, and faving the World. And 
having a Zeal according to their Knowledge of 
that excellent Way to Happinefs, they travel 
into diftant Regions, to communicate it to 
others. 

A s to the lower Sort, even they exceed the 
Pagan Philofophers, much more others, in many 
Things •, the Coblers and Porters in ProteftanC 
Countries, who can fay the Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Ten Commandments, and are 
further inftru&ed in the Cbriftian Catechifm, have 
a better Syftem of Knowledge, and Duty, than 
all the Heathen Philofophers of whatever De- 
nomination put together. It is fhort and fuita- 
ble to them whofe Bufinefs is the Drudgery of 
Life i whilft the Leftures and Books of the other 
were tedious, complicated, fine-fpun Reafonings, 
above the Comprehenfions of their Vulgar, and 
therefore could never be of any Ufe to their Prar 
aice. The Immortality of the Soul is a fix*d 
Principle with our Vulgar, but the wife Men of 
the other, the more they reafoned, the more they 
confirmed themfelves and others in Doubt con- 
cerning it. Their breve itur per fidem is more 
dire&ory, and comfortable, than all the others 
innumerable, intricate Volumes about Happinefs, 
They can fing to the Praife and Glory of God* 
whilft the other had nothing but drunken, lewd 

Vol. I. I Sor 'S s 
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CHAP- Songs to Bacchus., Cybele, Flora, &c. The 
in - Ploughman has an Argument to confide in for the 

v "' r V s * ' Refurrefiion of the Body* viz. the annual bury- 
ing of his Corn in the Earth out of Sight, and- 
foon after in his Sights rifmg again to Improve- 
ment * •, abfurd impoffible Belief to Heathen 
Fhilofophers ! Our Author could not but know 
of the many Fountains of Knowledge opened 
gratis, in the Charity Schools of thefe Dominions, 
as a Publick Pledge, of the better Lives of the 
common Sort: And a pleafing Ratification, how 
much an indifferent Knowledge of profitable 
Things is more valuable, than a perfect Know- 
ledge of unprofitable ones. What if the Lives 
of fome common Seamen among Chriftians, who 
vifit Heathen Nations, are pretty equal, perhaps, 
to the common Seamen of Pagans : They are fo 
much upon another Element, and diftant fo long 
together from publick Inftruftion, that it is no 
Wonder, theie forget, what the other never 
learn*d 

And as to the modern Pagans of China ex- 
ceeding Chriftians in their Lives and Conven- 
tion, his Authorities don't prove it. Bijhop Kid- 
der** Words are a rhetorical Stretch, ufual in Dif- 
fuafives from Vice, like that in lfaiab, " The Ox 
w knows bis Owner, &c. but my People are left 
** coflfiderate and grateful than they:** The 
fole Scope of his Words is, to fhame fome Chri- 
ftians out of their bad Lives, by the better Lives 
thztfome Heathens lead ; which may be very true ; 
but they conclude not generally- He introduces 

* Oar Author* psg. 185. turns this againft Cferiftianity : 
Bat fee his profound ignorance in natural Philofophy, hand* 
fcmely expofcd by Mr. Jackfin, in his Anfwer to this Author 
«aj>. 26. 

Monfieur 
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Monficur Leibnitz to the like Purpofe; and Part CHAP, 
fcf what he fays, muft bear the like Conftru&ion : n £ w 
t)ur Author brings him in as a great Statefman, V ^V > * 
and the firft Paflage he produces is, Diciemm nan 
poteft) quam pulcbre omnia ad tranquilliiatem publi- 
<am, ordinemque hominum inter fe^ ut quant mini- 
mum fibi ipfi incommo&ent, fupra aliarum gentium 
leges apudjinenfes ftnt ordinate This feems to be 
the Key of all fuch Commendations of thofe 
People ; extending no farther than their Human 
Virtues, which the Excellency of the Laws of that 
polite Nation has fecured the publick Obfervance 
of. Though they are the beft apprized of that 
eflential Obligation Nature has impofed upon 
Mankind of filial Piety* Deference of the Infe- 
rior to the Superior, and of the Junior to the 
Elder Brother, and are the beft Pradticers of the 
fame of all known Nations in the World (being 
in reality the Ligament of their State, the Ground 
bf all their other Laws, and the Bafis of the long 
Continuance of their moll ancient Monarchy* 
yet, as all are agreed, they are the mod infatu- 
ated Idolaters, who ever had any thing, who 
can fay any thing for their rational Piety to- 
wards God? Or right Notions of him? Or their 
worshipping him free from Idolatry, as the 
Light of Nature di&ates ? And what other Foun- 
dation can be laid, for a Life aad Converfation 
According to the true Law of Nature? As to 
Navartt, he, like fome other Travellers, writes 
in the marvellous Stile, and certainly exaggerates : 
But other Travellers (Le Comte is one, as I re- 
member) give them n#fuch favourable Charac- 
ter, but reprefent them the greateft Cheats in the 
World ; far greater Artifts at it than Chriftians, 
than the Gmoefe themfelves ; glorying in every 
Quirk and Artifice of that kind, as a laudable 
I 2 Argument 
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CHAP, Argument of Superiority of Under/landing, in cafe 
UI - they are not found out ; if they are, then they 

^^y^^are only Fools; but no manner of natural ac- 
cufing Remorfe for the Dijbonejty, never once 
allow themfelves to be Knaves ; and he gives fe- 
veral Inftances of it to his own Knowledge. 

Our Author is the fonder of this Peoples 
Character, becaufe almoft every Travel repre- 
fents their Literati, alias Magiftrates, universally 
addi&ed to Atheifm. As to the Corruptions in 
Worfloip A Dottrine, and Practice of the prefenS 
Heathen World, See Bijhop of London's Second 
Paft. fag. 33. 

And becaufe the moral Chara&er of the Turks, 
is fo apt to be extoll'd beyond that of Chriftians, 
by Tuch Chriftians as our Author, it may be 

} Proper to fubjoin an authentic Character of them 
ikewife, given by a judicious Perfon, well ac- 
quainted with them. His Words are thefe " I 
" fhall only tell you at prefent, that I think they 
" [the Turks] are very far from agreeing with 
" that Character which is given of them in Chri- 
<c ftendom ; especially for their exaft Juftice, 
" Veracity, and other moral Virtues. — But I 
** muft profefs myfelf of another Opinion: For 
cc the Chriftian Religion, how much foever we 
c< live below the true Spirit and Excellency of it, 
" muft (till be allow'd to difcover fo much Power 
*' upon the Minds of its Profeflbrs, as to raife 
4i them far above the Level of Turhjh Virtue, 
<c 'Tis a Maxim I hav^often heard fronp our 
" Merchants, that a Turk will always cheat 

<c when he can find an Opportunity. Their 

" Religion is framed to keep up great outward 
€< Gravity and Solemnity, without begetting the 

" leaft 
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cc leaftgoodTtoftureof Wifdom or Virtue in CHAP. 
4C the Mind. You (hall have them at their Hours II ^- 
" of Prayer (which are four a Day always) ad- V *'"V > "'^ 
** drefiing themfelves to their Devotions with the 
4C mod folemn and critical Wafhings, always in 
cc the moft publick Places, where moft People 
€c are paffing •, with moft lowly and moft regu- 
* c lar Proftrations, and a hollow Tone •, which 
4C are amongft them the great Excellencies of 
u Prayer. I have feen them in an affe&ed Cha- 
u rity give Money to Bird-catchers (who make 
" a Trade of it) to reftore the poor Captives to 
4< their natural Liberty ; and at the fame time 
" hold their own Slaves in the heavieft Bondage. 
46 And at other Times they'll buy Flefh to re- 
" Jieve Dogs and Cats ; and yet curfe you with 
" Famine and Peftilence, and all the moft hideous 
44 Execrations. They know hardly any Pleafure 
4X but that of the fixth Senfe. And yet with all 
4< this they are incredibly conceited of their own 
* c Religion, and contemptuous of that of all 
" others, which I take to be the great Artifice 
" of the Devil, in order to keep them his own. 
44 They are a perfedt vifibk Comment upon our 
" Lord's Defcription of the Jewijh Pharifees. 
4i In a Word, Luft, Arrogance, Covetoufnefs, 
" and the moft exquifite Hypocrify, complete 
" their Charadlen The only Thing that ever I 
4C could obfcrve to commend them in, is the 
44 outward Decency of their Carriage, the pro* 
41 found Refpeft they pay to Religion, and to 
4< every Thing relating to it, and their great 
44 Temperance and Frugality." Maundrelfe 
Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem. Second Edit. 
Letter at the End, In comparifon of either 
Heathens or 2lrrfr, that of 2 Efd. iii. 34, &c. 
may be juftly applied to Chriftendom, Weigh thou 
1 3 therefor^ 
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CHAP, therefore our Wickednefs now in the Balance, and 

V J^ -/ theirs alfo that dwell in (be World, andfojhall tin 

^^v^ Name no where be founds but in Ifrael. Tboujbalt 

find, that Ifrael by Name bath kept thy Precepts^ 

but not the Heathen, 

Before I leave the natural Religion of the 
Means, it may be obfcrvcd, that all the Corrup- 
tions that are, or have been, in Religion Natural, 
or Religion Chriftian, have entered at the Door of 
the Means Natural, or the Af<?<wj Chriftian. How 
many Corruptions and Superftitions has theChqrqh 
of Rome brought in, to the utter Abufe, and to 
the little or no Effedt, of the Evangelical Dodtrine 
of Repentance ? Their Sacrament of Penance ; a 
bodily Exercife which the Apoftle aflures profiteib 
nothing ; their auricular Confejfion to a Prieft, and 
his Soul-deceiving Abfolution by his own Autho- 
rity ; an enchanted, pleafing Circle of finning 
*nd confefling, without ever parting with their 
Sin, but going on chearfully upon a frefti Score^ 
having paid their Reckoning for the former ; thus 
the Laity, parting with their Secrets, throw the 
Reins of Government into their Priefts Hands, 
Their Doftrine of Attrition, of mortal and venial 
Sins \ of Merit, Works of Supcrerrogation ; of 
Indulgences, Jubilees, Purgatory: Thefe Invent 
tions and Commandments of Men are the more 
- fliameful, as they are calculated purely for filthy 
Lucre, and worldly Grandeur. Never was this 
Key of the Kingdom of Heaven, which every 
Chriftian has the free Ufe of, (whilft thofe groft 
Pretenders to Dominion over Faith and Con- 
fcience afliime the fole keeping of it) fo merchan- 
dized for Profit and Deceit : As it is the pro- 
found Policy of that Church, to throw out its 
Jtfet to bring in all thofe, who would gladly en- 
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joy their Sins in this World, and yet abate n^CHA P. 
thing of their Hopes of Heaven to the laft, it yJS^ 
can be no wonder, that fuch an agreeable Cozen^ s * / **'^ 
age of Confciertce (hould continue fo long, or. 
gain fo much Ground, there being fo vc r/ many 
in the World ready to abet and favour fuch Prin- 
ciples. 

With refped to the other Means, Prayer 
and Worfbvp^ Baptifm and the Lord? 5* Supper^ 
their fuperftitious and idolatrous Innovations, fcem 
calculated for putting out the Eyes, and blinding 
the Understanding of their People, as well as per- 
verting the right Notions of God, and their Sa- 
viour. Such is Tranfubjiantiatipn, . Adoration of the 
HoJ? 9 Sacrifice of the Mafs, Prayer to Saints ancj 
Angels, Ufe of Images > Prayer in, an unknown 
Tongue, extreme Un&ian. The Infallibility of 
their Pope, or Church, and fome other depend- 
ing Do&rines* feem to be devifed for the Infa- 
tuation of thofe, that are, or would be fubjedfc 
to it. . 1 

Im (hort, if fitnilir Csafes produce fimilar Ef- 
fe£ts, and their Superftition and Idolatry is pa- 
rallel * to the Superftition and Idolatry of the 
Heathens, What a. dangerous State muft they be, 
in ?• What Corruption of Morals muft abound ? 
There is another Inconvenience : on the Side of 
JEurofih they chiefly border upon the Turks \ 
which gives the Muffelmen fo wrong a Notion 
of Chriftianity, having hardly any other Oppor- 
tunily to converfe with it, as to prejudice them 
the more from embracing it. That there fhould 
be Deifts many in Popifh Countries is not at all 

* £ec Dr. MidUtmh late Book on that Subjeft. 

I 4 *<> 
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CHAP. f be admired at; it would be ftranger if there 
iJ?|Li were not. As there muft be many Perfons of 
s^v^^gQQj Difcernment, they can never ferioufly be- 
lieve, that fo much Pomp and Pageantry, to 
very many Abfurdities in Worfhip, fo great a 
Traffick, and fomuch ufurped Authority for the 
Remiffion of Sins, could ever come from -God, 
or be his true Religion. Such may appear Ca- 
tholick outwardly, by conforming fometimes to 
the publick Religion, whilft their inward Reli- 
gion is, fit anima mea cum pbilofopbis, as one de- 
clared upon a like Occafion*-, and they may 
comfort themfelves that the Religion of Nature 
is much more Catbolick than the other ; though in 
many Places it happens, in fa&, to have as many 
Corruptions and Deviations from the Law of Na- 
ture, as the other has from the Law of Chriftia- 
pity, 

But that a Deift, whofe profcfled Religion is 
Reafon, fhould venture to appear, fhould openly 
plume himfelf in a Proteftant Country, under the 
very Meridian of Light and Truth, where Faith 
and Reafon go hand in hand 5 where the purc/t 
Difpenfation of the brighteft Light of the Gofpel 
flourifhes, is not eafy to be accounted for. Efpe- 
cially fince thofe defpifed, exceptionable, pofitive 
Parts of Chriftianity, as they are called, Baptifm* 
the Lortfs-Supper, the Doftrine of the Mediator 
Cbrift Jefus for the Remiffion of Sins, and for 
the Wor(hip of God, have nothing in them, as 
they are fet forth in the New Teftamcnt, but 
what is moft agreeable to found Reafon •, molt 
ferviceable and beneficial in carrying on the End 

* Cum Cbrijiiani cmtdant quod colunt, fi anima, &c. Avcj- 

fOCS, 

? and 
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and the Means of the Religion of Nature, to the CHAP, 
greateft poffible Perfe&ion ; and of all Religions UL 
that have yet appeared in the World, the moft^^^ 
promotive of the Honour of God, and the Good of 
Men, which is the grand Criterion of true Reli- 
gion, to which ow At^hor every, where appeals* 
In Jhort, where faife Means of Religion, or the 
true ones falfejy applied, are depended upon, 
there Virtue and Religion will lie' two diftinft 
Things; but where the true Means are truly and 
prudently made Ufe of, Religion ahef Virtue w 
one and the. fame Thing, having one and the; 
fame View, centering in the fame Pctfnt. TftuU; 
now join Iflue with him in that Appeal %. 4nd eui 
deavour to evince to thofe of his Wa£bE Thiaki 
jng, That they do not come up to, nor are they 
led by their own Principle, Reafon ; nor ever will 
be, till they ferioufly and fincerely embrace and 
pradife the Religion <>f Cbrift. t 

Repentance and /V^y/r are the natural 
Means of bringing forth Fruits of a good Con* 
verfation, but without Cbrift influencing and oper 
rating upon them as known, or unknown, they 
are dead\ without a vital Engraftment into him, 
tbey can do nothing. The greater Need therefore 
of Faith in him, and of Baptifm* and the Lor£%* 
Supper. The next Thing in order is to treat, 

f Page 5 9? 
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CHAR IV. 
(^BAPTISM: 

! T will be proper to treat of this* 
and the LordV Supper, before I 
fliew the Ufe and Application of 
them for carrying on the Religion 
1. of the End, and of the Means ; and 
the wretched, . ignorant Mifreprefejitations of our 
Author, concerning them. 

. . r, , • * 

And firft I premife a Definition of a pqfifjfc* 
Law from a Book * that mull have been ap- 
proved of by our Author. " Pofitive Law is 
u that which doth not by .^ny Means flow from 
* c the general Condition of Human Nature* 
** but from the fole PJeaftf re of the Lawgiver * 
" though chefe Laws ought ljkewife to have 
* c their Reafon and their Ufes> in Reference to 
" that particular Society for which they were 
f< enaaedi". .* . - V 

After knowing the Way of Salvation, and 
believing in the Lordjefus^ that there is Remif- 
fion of Sins, and Acceptance with God for us, 
thro' him, upon the Terms to be perforated by 
us in the new Covenant, viz. Faith, Repentance, 

* Puffend. of the Law of Nature and Nations, Lib. L VI 
18. fag. 76. 

and 
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and Obedience, according to the Qolpel ; and after CHAR 
weighing every Thing that we undertake, in the I ^1 A 
Manner that all wife and eflfefiual Resolutions are Sl *Y^' 
made, follows a Refolution to undertake, and 
perform. 

F o r the better fixing and corroborating that 
Engagement, which gives on our Part, the 
Reafon of our Hope, that we (hall receive all 
the Privileges and Benefits of that good Profef- 
Jion ; and forafmuch as fome Publick and very 
Solemn Manner of taking on us that Engagement, 
and profeffing openly, before Witneffes^ our full 
Purpofe of Heart to cleaveftedfajtly unto the Lord *, 
would lay a moral inherent Obligation, and a 
Publick Chara&er upon us, inaconftant Rea- 
dinefs to work morally upon our Powers, and by 
Means thereof, '* be a Kind of moral Bridle put 
* c upon our Freedom of Attion, fo that we can* 
<c not rightly take any other Way than whaf 
" we are thus guided to : Not that it can lb far 
f ' reftrain Mens Wills, as to render them unable 
*' to fteer another Courfe, though at their own 
*' Peril f." 

And forafmueh as fome outward vifible 
Symbols of Initiation are moft fignificative, 
and impreffive for affefting us the more deep. 
Jy, and fo becoming morally inftrumental in 
binding and rivetting the Engagement more 
firmly in us ; agreeably to what is ufual with 
Men, in folemn Engagements to Gad, or Man; 
to fuperadd to Words, Symbolical A5tion y as 
additional Obligation upon the Party engaging, 

* ABs xi. 23. 

f fuftwf. Lib. I. fag. 60. tfmpal Obligation. 

' * and 
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CHAP, and covenanting ; as kiffing the Book, holding up 
^J^r^fo Hand in an Oath, Jtgmng, feeding, and de- 
^*^ livering in Deeds ; delivering a Ring, joining 
Hands in Matrimony, &c. It pleafed our blef- 
fed Mafter to inftitute Baptifm for that folemn 
Rite of 'Admittance into, and Profeffion of Chri- 
ftianity. And does not all the World allow it 
not only lawful, but, in the mod: important Duty, 
expedient ; and therefore fit and reafonable, to 
vow 9 covenant, and tie ourfelves by the mod 
facred Bonds, Stipulation or federal Rite, to 
perform well and truly, to the beft of our Power, 
thofe Obligations, which were before our mani- 
fcft Duty, and Intereft to perform ? And does 
not all the World acknowledge moreover, that a 
pofitive Engagement particularly enter'd into, 
and folemnly avowed for doing or forbearing 
any tlyng, is a new adventitious Bond, and 
ftronger Tie upon every Undertaker, than a 
fimple natural Obligation to do, or forbear the 
fame Thing? And does not the Scripture oblige 
to Stedfaftnefs, and exhort to bold faji the Pro- 
feffion of our Faith without wavering •, to provoke 
one another to Love and good Works % and not to 
for fake the affembling of ourfelves together, in Con- 
sideration of this Baptifmal Engagement \ having 
our Hearts fprinUed from an evil Confcience, and our 
Bodies wafbed with pure Water •, And that we 
fhould abftain from Sinning wilfully any more ? 
Heh. x. 22, to 27. 

After fuch a folemn Way of engaging and 
entering into the open Profeffion of performing, 
the Obligation to perform does thereby, in the 
Judgment of all Men, ipfo faffo, contract new 
Force, and fuperinduce new Power and fre/b 
Reafon upon us, even the Morality of keeping 

Covenant, 
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Covenant, to be true to it; that it may become CHAR 
indiflbluble, through the well-attefted Aft of our .JJl- 
own Concurrence. Nor can the Confcienceof a^^^ 
Drift* which he calls his Honour* gainfay fuch 
good Morality. For as, in the Nature of 
Things, the true Method of learning and en- 
gaging onefelf toaCourfe of Virtue, is to be 
untaught and difengaged from Vice, and renounce 
all the Friends, the Monitors, and the Ways of 
the latter, before he can effectually embrace the 
Party of the former, with its heavenly Leaders, 
Favourers, and holy Methods i fo the Baptifmai 
Engagement fuperinduces the indifpenfible Pru- 
dence of firft renouncing all Hindrances, the Devil 
and all bis Works* &c becaufe, otherwife, what 
follows would be to no Purpofe ; it could not 
otherwife poflibly fucceed in engaging to believe, 
and pra&ife, under Laws, and in a Kingdom, 
the Reverfe of the other. Thus the Party within 
us, Reafon and Confcience, which every Man 
experiences to be on the Side of Virtue, is early 
called forth, folemnly enterM and pre-engaged to 
the Service of God and Virtue, toftrive, militate, 
and fubdue under his Aid and Directions, that 
other Party within us, which all Men likewife 
feel to be on the Side of Vice and Irregularity. 
Thus Baprifm represents to us. the true State and 
Circumftances of human Nature, and our Pro* 
frjfton grounded thereupon. 

And as the undertaking to perform is im- 
puted to us publickly* does it not lay us under the 
more lading Reftraint not to break it, fr9m the 
Difhonour and Difgrace of doing the contrary * ? 
The Perfon, for Inftance, who has received Mo- 

* Thus it i$ urged and imputed to Timothy, t Tim. vi. i z. 

ney 
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CHAP, ficy from one, who experts fome Intereft and 
t I^L, Return fuitable to the other's Opportunity of em* 
*^Y^ ploying the Principal -, and it is well known, that 
it is in his Power to make that Return to his Be- 
nefactor, and as well known that he is obliged in 
Reafon fo to do : Yet, after that Obligation has 
acquired new Force and ftronger Influence, by 
being plainly entered and particularly fpecified in 
a Bona and Covenant, add he has as good as fet 
his Hand and Seal to it, and delivered it as his AEl 
and Deed, is there not evidently by that Means, 
a greater Security for Performance contracted by* 
and upon all, who think of that Bond and En- 
gagement i And is not this, almoft, the exa<5t 
Cafe of Baptifm, and its Stipulation, in Conjunc- 
tion with its Suppletory Confirmation, as with 
moft Chriftians?. 

Thu4, as Circumcifton, which, according to 
the univerfal Opinion of its Ufe 9 was a folemn 
Rite of obligtngto all Things in the Law of Mofes 
(couching under it the fpiritual Circumcifion of 
the Heart from the Lulls of the Flefh * £s?c.) left 
a Chara&er upon the Flefh, being a vi/Me Seal 
of that Temporary Covenant : So the other be* 
ihg no lefs a folemn Rite of obliging to all Things 
in the new and better Covenant, leaves its invifi* 
ble CharaAef, and lading Impreflion upon the 
Soul and Mind, in Allufion to the other, called 
the Circumcifion of the Heart* for acquitting 
©urfelves, bona fide, of the religious Obligations 
lying upon us. 

The pofilive Law of Baptifm obliges us now, 
therefore, upon a double Tie of two immutable 
Things; i. That natural Law of (landing tb 
one's Covenant and Engagement : 2. Our Obli- 
gation 
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gatfon to obey the revealed Will of Heaven, CH A t. 
where and when we know it to fife a true'Revela- Sm £^^ 
tion ; and that it plainly requires fuch a Method W 'V^ 
of Compliance from us, and for our Good only. 
Should any Revelation pretending to come from 
thence, oner to bind us generally to break any of 
the plain Laws of Nature, it would be a plain 
Impofture to our* Reafon ; becaufe one Truth 
cannot contradid another Truth : And we are in 
the firfi Place fure and certain, that the Laws of 
Nature came from the Maker of Heaven and 
Earth, and are neceflarily true ; wtiilft the poji- 
tive Law from thence, for reftoring us to Obe- 
dience to the other, through the Knowledge of 
the Mediator, is of later Date ; and if it contra- 
dicts any previous moral Obligation mud be ne- 
ceflarily falfe. But when we confider the inflita- 
ted Part of Religion as grounded alfo in the Mo- • 
ral, *. e. in that which is fccondarily good and 
moral, not merely in Virtue of its being com- 
manded, but becaufe it is moreover fubfervient 
to advance and perfect the natural Religion of 
the End, and of the Means, which re/ult from 
the Relations, and from the peccant Condition 
• we ftand in by Nature ; how ferviceable, how fa- 
cred is the inftituted Part of Chriftianity to the 
degenerate State of Man ? How beneficial and 
£ood a Thing is Baptifm? 

I t is very expreflive of the original Significa- 
tion of the Roman Sacramentum*, military Oaths 

of 

* As foon as they lifted, they (Wore they would obey the 
Conftri, and not to fljr any where without his express Permit 
lion : When they took their Rank in the Corps in which they 
were to ferve, they fwore they would not quit their Rank, 
but to charge their Enemy, and not return without conquer- 
ing: 
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CHAP- of Fidelity, to be true to their Colours and their 
*y*leadingOBictr \ to (hew Valour againft the Ene- 

^Wv**' my . am j j u ftice to all the World. And where- 
as we are fo formed by Nature, as to be moft 
ftrongly afFe&ed with vifible Symbols, and fenfi- 
bly impreffed by outward Forms ; the Water 
fymbolically expreffes, by immerfmg into it, the 
Death of Chrift, or being baptised into bis Death *-% 
emerfwg out of it, his Refurre<5tion, and our Ri- 
ling with him unto Righteoufiicls: The Refur- 
reftion of the Body, feems alfo to be con-noted 
and confided in ; that as Sin was the Occafion of 
its Mortality, our dying to that will give Life 
to the other ; and become the Ground of ourg/0- 
rifying God in our Body, as well as Spirit. Wafh- 
ing, fprinklingj cleanfing y emphatically fignifies, 
and con-notes, That the inward Man is to be 
• waflied, the Conscience fprinkled or cleanfed from 
the Guilt of Sin, and from the Foulnels of a 
troubled Mind, by the Blood of cleanfing^ juft as 
our Bodies are by the Water. 

And as thofe are the vifible Properties of 
Water, in rerum natura 9 they are ft verally adopt- 
ed to fignify ex inftituto divino 9 to witnefs, to 
pledge, to point out, to print upon the Mind 
the other invifible Effedt and Impreflion intended 
to be left upon us. It is accordingly declared, 
that Chrift gave bimfelf [to Death] for the Churchy 
that he might fanttify and cleanfe it with the waffl- 
ing of Water by the Word [of Truth,] able to 

ing : As foon as they were encamped, they fwore to do no 
Injuflice to any one, either in the Camp, or within a Mile 
round it. And were not thefe Oaths, fo fimilar to the Chri- 
ftians Vows, the very Caufe and Found&m of the Victories, 
and Succeffes of that People ? 
f Rom. vl 3. 

cleanfe 
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deanfe and faroftify, as God's only Method of CHAP, 
remitting Sins by the Mediator ; collected there- I ^L / 
fore into a Compendium, or folemn Form at Bap* S **~V^* J 
tifm, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son^ 
and of the Holy Gboft, To enable the better to 
produce that cleanfing Efiedt ever after- upon us'* 
we are fo folcmnly initiated and dedicated by the 
Water, and by the Word : Which Word being 
from the Holy Gboji^ makes the new Birth oflVa- 
ter y and of the Spirit, indifpenfibly neceflary to 
Entrance into the Kingdom cfGod* •, that he might 
prefent it to bimfelf a glorious Churchy not having 
Spot or Wrinkle, &c. -f •, for which Reafon, we are 
exhorted after Baptifm, to draw near with a true 
Heart* in full Affurance of Faith, having our 
Hearts fyx\ik\z& from an evil Confcience, and our 
Bodies wafhed with pure Water \ . But when and 
where the correfponding Effedt anfwering to the 
outward and vifible Sign of Water, and to the 
audible Form of Words, appropriated to that 
Occafion, viz. a clean Confcience, judicioufly 
translated the Anfwcr, or Stipulation, of a good 
Confcience towards God, does not follow and fhew 
kfelf} we are told Baptifm does not fave us || ; and 
confequently, where it does follow, that it will 
fave us ; being the Method of God in feveral Scrip- 
tures of his Word, for entering us into Covenant 
with himfelf, through the Mediator, for Remiffion 
of Sin, Adoption, Accefs unto God, Afliftancepf 
the Spirit, and every Help, Motive, and Favour 
that can nourilh us up tathe Felicities of eternal Life. 

Thus the outward and vifible Sign, and 
Form in Baptifm, the Seal of Adoption,, and 

* y*tm\&. t. called the *oa/hing of Regeneration, bj tht 
rtuwattf the Holy Gbeft. Tit. iii. J. 
f Epb. v t 26, vj. \ HA. x 2i. t I Prf.iiL ?. 
.Yol.I. K . Rightcou&eft 
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CHAP* Rtghteoufnefs of Faith, (as was the Circumcifion 
^i/of Abraham) have-afolemn moral Operation in 

v '' r V > caufing in us the Effeft that fliould always, but 
fometimes does not, follow, the inward and fpi- 
ritual Grace, (the Soul's Covenant-State of Fa- 
vour with God, as a Means whereby toe receive the 
fame, and a Pledge to ajfure us thereof) to allure us 
of the Death unto Sin, and new Birth. taito Rigb- 
teoufnep, incumbent upon. our Engagements, be- 
gun' 'and firft born in that Ordinance, to grow up 
and advance forward to Maturity all the Days of 
our Life. * 

And -as there can be but one Birth, or firft 
Beginning of a Thing, one folemn Entry or 
taking upon us to-be his Difciples; that En- 
gagement may neverthelefs be often revifed, and 
iblenfrily recognized in drinking the Cup or Blood 
of the New-Covenant in the Lord' s-S 'upper ; there- 
fore- is dier6 hx\t;one r Baptifm, the one only Way 
whefein oor Mediator would have our Chriftian 
Calling begin; as there isbat one Lord, 'through 
wlrofoRule over, and Imerceffion for us, there 
it : Re«iiflion of Sins, (s?c. and one Faith, i. ,e. 
that he the one Lord; and he only, is the one 
Mfdintor between God and Man, in Oppofition 
tiotht many Faiths, among the Heathens, con- 
cerning this or that feigned Perfon, Being the 
traeftttf -baft Mediator. . ' 

?r'o-m that fblsmn Initiation info a new Re- 
lation, then taking a lading Name upon us, this 
rignifying, that we Ihduld be as ready co give a 
rt^afort of the Hopd that is in us irtthe main~ 
Points of Belief, as to tell our Name ; ; with tp- 
fpe^t to ferving ancj pjeafing Gq^ ;ol<f TWngs 
pafs away, and all Things become ajiew'State, 
> T 0nfifting 
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confiding of new Principles of Life and Conver* CHAP, 
lation ; very fidy called a new Birth, being born s }^Lj 
of God, new Creatures, created in Cbrift Jefus, v- ^ > ^ 1 ^ 
to good Works. This is the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven's Method of being born of God, and taught of 
him % &c * 

T h x Jews j baptizing thrir Profcly tes of Jut 
rice, calfd it veteyyvwsiM, or Avrpov mXeyyeve* 
*&t ; the Reafon was, becaufe after Baptifm they 
believed, the Profelyte had a newDifpofition, en- 
tered upon new Manners, and a new Inftitute of 
Life^ It ;wa* frequent to fay, " a new baptized 
" Puofelyce was a new Infant*" In that Baptifm 
they changed their Name, «npr would they ac- 
knowledge their Relations after the Fleflh to be 
any more their Relations-: . Tacitus accordingly 
ridicules them for it, Imbuuntur contemnere Deos i 
Paths* Frdtres> cognates tanquam res viles content* 
nere; Lib. tK They commonly faid,- and any 
Pbdtor v^jIftaA might eafily have known it, 
4 * That except a Man was born of Water, he 
• c .could pot. enter under the Wings of the Divine 
c< Majefty," i.e. a Profelyte could not enter into 
their Church and Covenant without being bap- 
tized : To this our Lord alludes, in his verily, 
verily, except a Man be born of Water and Holy 
Ghefiy he camot tnter, &c. f x 

Tfltrs as-Chriftianity was to go out from the 
Jews&rH untoall Nations, he adopted their Bap* 

• A good 'Man, according to Seneca dt Previa 9 , c. i. Eft 
DifciftJus Dei, /emulator, &f vera Progenies ; which in Scrip- 
ture Phrafe is, one taaght of God, a follower of him; and 
bora of hfgi. 

f L*aantius % lab. IV. cap. 27. fpeaking of converted 
baptized Hcathcnsaccordingly fays, They cam wider the Wing* . 

***" "■••■■ .y 

K 2 tifm 
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CHAP, tifro with Improvements, into his Religion, when 
lv r. he was to exhibit his xdwyyeveei*, or Manifefta- 

^^V - ^ tion of his new, and Death of the old Man ; the 
whole Body of Sin with all its Members, dying 
with him to Sin by Immerfion, and by Emerfion 
rifing with him to Newnefs of Life •, Sons of God, 
and of the Rcfurrc&ion, that grand final toXs y- 
yevsafo to come •, inftead of thiir daily ceremo- 
nious Baptifins* there fhould be but one folemn 
initiating Baptifm, affe&ing the Soul more .than 
the Body. By which they became alfo Members 
of his one Body, or Church ; called out from the 
reft of the World, by the Preaching of the. fole 
Way of Remiflionof Sins, Peace with God, and 
eternal Life through Jefus Cbrijl ; and incorpo- 
rated to have the Word always preached, and 
the Sacraments duly adminiftered ; Children of 
God by Adoption* Heirs* &c. Children of Grace, 
of that Grace, Mercy, and Peace from. God the 
Father, and from, our Lord Jefus Chrift In the 
Difpenfation of his* mediatorial Kingdom, by 
which we are faved, or have Remiffion of Sins ; 
theEarneft, and the Seal of the Holy Spirit, and 
the Promife of eternal Life. 

This Grace* or Injiitution* or reveal* d Will 
of Heaven concerning the Mediator, and our 
State of Peace and Favour with God through 
him, is oppofed to a State by Nature *, whereir* 
there is no Knowledge of God in Chrift recon- 
ciling the World to himfdf, and confequently 
for want of that explicit Knowledge, more un- 
der 3. Stztc of fFratb* than Favour V being all 
their Life-Time fubjeft to the Bondage of Mor- 
tality, under the inherent Contagion of Deatb, 
the Wrath of original Sin. 

* E$. xi. j % 

And 
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CHAP. 
And becaufe the Knowledge of Chrift as Me- tiXl. 
diator between God and Man, dying and inter- ^V^V 
ceeding for the Remiffion of Sins, is the chief 
Thing in the Gofpel, the chief Faith for fupport- 
ing that, is his being Son of God, and Son of 
Man t Hence it is, that as Baptifm is faid to be 
into the Death of Chrift, fo the making Difciples 
to him is exprefled * by baptizing in, or into the 
Name of the Lord, or Lord Jefus, dying for us 1 
a Part, and that the principal Part being put for 
the whole •, though the Form of Baptizing might 
be in the Name of the Father, &c *~ 

And that being the principal Part of Dif- 
ciplcfhip, there is mention of Difciples being 
baptized for the Dead, 1 Cor.xy. 29. Mr. Locke 
upon the Place confefles " He knows not what 
" this baptizing for the Dead means, but that it 
" feems (lays he) by the following Verfes to be 
" fomething wherein they expofed themfelves 
" to the Danger of Death" That this is not 
only the feeming, but the real Meaning of this 
difficult Place, I apprehend may be made out 
thus. We read Mattb. xx. 22, 23. Mark x. 
38, 39. of Baptized in the.Senfe of Suffering, 
with the Baptifm that I am baptized withal /ball ye 
bo baptized: Why may not St. Paul, who had 
eonvers'd much, and traveled long with St. 
Mark, ufe the Word in the fame Senfe, when- 
he is profefledly arguing from the Sufferings of 
Chriftian Profellors both where he broke off the 
Argument, and where he refumes the Thread of 
it, ver. after this? As if he fhould fay, Why 
then arc we Apoft les immerfd in Sufferings, for 

• A8iu, 38. tiii. xz, 16. x. 48. six. s 

K 3 the 
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CHAP, the Sake of a dead, unrifen Saviour, and for the 
yJ^L^ Hopes of a future Refcrreftion throiigh him? 
* V ^Y^ / Why are wc fo incomparably unwife, to be afi* 
cuaUy fo great Sufferers for that Caufe, and why 
do we Jlani in Jeopardy of yet more Sufferings 
that await us? For my own particular, I proteft 
by. your (it fbould be as in the Margin* add a$ t)r. 
Mills retains it in the Text, our) Rejoicing* /die 
daily* a Succefiion of Perils environ me every 
where. His Swearing ia that Manner, as it is 
in the Original, by the common Rejoicing of all 
the Apoftles, arid other Chriftians, by a fublimc 
Turn of Thought, gives Exiftence and certaid 
Being to their Rejoicing: But how, or where 
could their Rejoicing poffibly exift, but only in 
their certain Knowledge of a Living* drifen Sfa 
viour i and in the Confidence of ample Rewards 
from hinvwheh he raifes their injtrted Bodies 
from the Grave; which, in time, will, as a£* 
furedly be done, as he hasraifed his own: «Wp 
t«v vBnpw feems to be put in the plural, father 
than the Angular, becaufe the Hopes of the Re- 1 
furreftion of the Dead in Chrift, is infefferabAp 
connected with, and folded up in that of out 
Saviour's. In this Way of underftanding thf* 
Words, the Beauty, Strength, and Advantage of 
the ApoftIe*s Argument is as.confpicuous? as to 
fuffer in the Flefti ; and hope, and rejoice in the 
Spirit, for Chrift being rifen* and a Prt>fp$ft of 
a recompenfing Refurre£tioa from Him* U * 
ftronger Evidence of any ones Believing in, and 
being affured of the Truth of both, than what oiti 
arift from hny Dtfciples being otberwife baptized j* 
his Name, or into his Death and Reforre&ion. ; 

Baptizing waf underftood by the Jews 
in thofe Days, and confecjuently by the Apoftles, 

who 
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who had firft been Mofes'i Difciples, to be a fy- CHAP, 
nonimous Expreflion for making Difciples i :xhe *^^/ 
Bapcifcn of John, was making Difciples of ^"^ 
Jobn*+ preparatory to being Difciples to him 
who Ihou'd come after. The Ifraelites wercr 
baptized into Mofes, j. e. became his Difciples. 
after pa fling through the figurative Baptifrn of 
the Cloud and the Sea f. St. Paul thanks God* 
he baptized almoft none J, much lefs any in his 
own Name, becaufe that had been the fame as 
making them Difciples to htmfelf, and not to 
Chrift. The baptized inwhofeName were at 
firft called Difciples before they bore the Name of 
Cbriftians, which was not till theXLHI. Year 
of Chrift. 

I n like manner, in a particular Cafe, to be a 
Difciple, or Profeflbr of a Dodtrine, is the fame 
Thing (only more ftrongly exprefs'd) as being 
baptized unto that Do&rine. Thus St. Paul 1 
A8$tl\x. 3. puts theQueftion to thofe who had 
never heard the Dofifcrine* at leaft, not of the 
Receiving of the Holy Gboft, Unto what then were 
je bapiiztJ? They anfwer, Unto John's Baptifm} 
#. e. as it follows, the Doftrine of Repentance, 
faying, that they (hould believe on him that 
fhould come after, that is> en Cbrift Jefus. This , 
Queftion plainly implies, that if they, John's 
Difciples, had been baptized in the common 
Chriftian Form, they rauft have known that 
tfcere was a Holy Ghoft. If therefore to bap- 
tize and make Difciples was fo much the fame, 
no wonder it is exprefs'd by baptizing in the 3 
Name of the Lord Jefits, feeing Difciples to Him % 
rather than to the Father, or Holy Ghoft, were 

? 7«fcliv. 1. i. 35. f 1 Cor. x. 2, J 1 Cor. I 15- 

K 4 made 
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CHAP, made of all Nations, by baptizing them in the 

t IV > ^ Name of all Three. 

As Repentance and Rentijften of Sin was to be 
preach 9 d among all Nations, beginning at Jerula* 
lem *, the chief Confeflion qualifying for Baptifm 
we find in the Cafe of the Jayler of Philippe 
an Heathen of Macedonia, to be the believing on 
the Lord Jefus Cbriftf, of the Eunuch an Hea- 
then of Africa, that Jefus Cbrifi is the Son of Gad%, 
and of Cornelius of Ccefarea, a Jewilh Profelyte, 
we may prefume from St. Peter's Sermon ||, that 
be believed in bis Heart the Lord Jefus, that God 
raifed him from the dead, that be was Judge of 
quick and dead, Lord of all, that our Peace Wtb 
God was by him, and that whoever believeth in him 
Jhall receive Remjfton of Sin. 

The falling down of the Holy Gboft, or re- 
cevuing him in thofe Days, was for Signs and 
Wonders, fometimes, as in his Cafe, before 
Baptifm \ yet Water Baptifm, to the Confuta- 
tion of fome who deny the Neceffity of it, was 
pxprefly commanded for that very Rcafo/i, of 
having received the Holy Ghoft, to follow after, 
as an inflituted Means, and indifpenfible Di- 
vine Appointment, for entering into the Pro- 
feffion of Chriftianity. Sometimes not till after 
Baptifm, efpecially after Prayers, and laying onof 
Hands of the Apoftles (for confirming the 
Churches, or appointing proper Perfons to the 
Miniftry) who were extraordinarily qualified for 
it, being themfelves previoufly baptized with the 
Jloly Ghojl and with Fire, defcending upon them 

* Jtls xxiv. 47. f AQs xvi. 31, 33: 

% Ms viii. 37, 38. H Jfisq. 36, Sx. 

W 
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in cloven Tongues, as of Fire. It appears then C ** AP. 
that the chief Effedt and Purpofe of Baptizing yJX^ 
in the Name of the Father, &c. both Jews and > ^ v ^ 
Gentile^ was putting on Cbrifi *, in whom Jew 
and Greek zxt one new Man, hq **mg wdptoroft 
Epb. u. 15. For confeffing, calling upon his 
Name (reciprocal to his Name being firft called 
upon them) than which there is none other under 
Heaven given unto Men, whereby they muft be 
laved, or have their Sins remitted ; doing all 
Things in his Name for Acceptance with God, 

A N d as there is a Summary or Abridgment 
of sdl Things in Heaven or Earth in Cbrifi + f 
much more of all Things in Chriftianity ; fo the 
chief Knowledge of him is recapitulated, in be- 
ing Son of God, and Son of Man, as the com- 
pleateft Mediator between both, dying for us, 
riling from the dead, fitting Interceffor at the 
right Hand of God, and coming to judge the 
World God without a Mediator will, at the final 
Cofifturimation, be all in all % •, which fuppofes him 
now tp be all in all to us, in and through the Me- 
diator, who is thc^Jpba ahd Omega of God's 
Difpenfation towards Man. 

. Baptisms the Name of the Father, &c. 
being then chiefly (whatever other Belief there 
was as to the Trinity and Unity) for promoting 
Faith and Fidelity to the Lord Jefus the Media- 
tor, for Remiffion of Sins, eternal Life, and 
making Difciples to him 5 in the Adh of the Apo- 
files, fomeare, therefore, particularly faid to be 
baptized in f he Name of the Lord, or Lord Jefus, 

• Gal. iii. 27. f *jf*. n. 10. «?rtfXfttA*f*#ff« 

I I Or. &. tf. 
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CHAP, at the fame time they were moft likely baptized 
*V^according to the exprefi and feemingly indifpen- 

^^^ttble Commandment, in the Name of the Father, 
&c. Baptizing in the JVa«*of Jefus, may not 
unfitly mean being baptiz'd in Virtue of his Au- 
thority and according to his pofitive Command- 
ment, in the Name of the Father, &c Or a 
Part may be cxprefs'd for the Whole, as being 
fo principal a Thing of that Rite, 

Forasmuch as initiating into the Name or 
Profeffion of Jefus Cbriji, that he is the Son of 
God, the Lamb dying, according to the Pafiage 
then read out oflfaiah, Alts viii. 32. or into the 
Way, or that Way, often mentioned in the ABs 
of worftiipping and coming to God, through 
the Lord Jefus the Mediator, for the Remiffion 
of Sins, and all other Benefits of his Mediation, 
was the principal Thing in that Form of Bap- 
tifm, and the chief View of the Commandment ; 
this may ferve to folve the Difficulty, why 
fome are ftid to be baptized in the Name of the 
Lard, or Lord Jefus, at the fame time the Com- 
cnand and the Form of Words ftand peremptory*; 
in the Name of the Father, ice. .... 

• 

There is mention, Heb.vi. 2. ofthe'Lfcc- 
. trine ofBaptifmt in the plural Number, th&* w* 
are afifured elfewhere * there is but one Baptifm : 
As written to the Hebrews, roafty of whom were 
baptized with Job?* Baptifm; it probably me£n® 
that of John, and that aJft> in the common Chri- 
ftian Form ; becaufe this laft was never repeat- 
ed; but to the Baptifm of John Was- afterward* 

added that in the Chriftian Form f -, or, the Doc- 

» 

• Efb. iv. j, f Ms viiL 16, 17. xix. 5; 

trine 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DEISM J>f LIKE ATX*. I39 

trine of Sufferings then a Fundamental of Chti CHAB. 
ftianky, may be implied in the Plurality of ifap- IV. 
/*/w, as above explain'd. Thai the trine Immer- V " I * > V" S ^ 
Con was the Occafion of the Expreffioo, there is 
no Grounds to believe, becaufe fo much later than 
that Time. 

I f th^n there is any new and farther Obliga- 
tion, in firmly reibiving, covenanting, and (led* 
faftly undertaking to perform what is antecedent- 
ly our indifpenfibly Doty ; if any Fidelity in be- 
ing true to ones Profeffion and Engagement * any 
Force in a Pron)ife, in a Promife before many 
Witneffe* $ any Sscrecjnefs in a Vqw and Promife 
to God: All tljefe concur in aocgmulating the 
fokmu and faercd Obligation fo wifely intended 
to be fuperindaced in Baptifro.j And if foch fo- 
Unan, federal Uncterjakujg, is an excellent moral 
MefiM for furthering good Manner* ; and if there 
is a notorious Reafonablenefsj Honour, and Mo* 
rality in performing oatfs Contta3 % as all Books 
of Civil Law agree, efpeeially when, made in the 
Solemnity of a Rit$, ejdaitttk*g an outward and 
vibble Sign and Form, typifying, indicating, and 
federally engaging, inward Purity and Holinefs : 
We muft acknowledge, there isgr^ac Reafon- 
abjenefsand Morality in the plain eafy Rite of 
Baptifm, as it is a Divide Infiitution; not arbi- 
trary, but generally necei&ry; and therefore 
poJitvue % becaufe moft ufeful for effe&ing the Re- 
ligion of the End, and of the Means. 

Nay, before it became an Inftitution ofCbri- 
ftianity 9 it was called by our Saviour himfelf, a 
Branch of the Law of Rigbteoufnefs, Mat. iil 15; 
not becaufe it was any where exprefly command- 
ed to thtjtivs, for that is no where to be found, 
2 but 
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CHAP, but becaufe it is a right Means, of a moral Ten- 
!V- dericy for better performing the great moral 
v ^^ % "^Law of everlafting Righteoufnefs, obligatory 
upon all Men, the Roman Soldiers, as welfas the 
Jews. And therefore our blefled Lord and Ma- 
tter, intending to adopt BaptiCn into his Reli- 
gion, that he might be an Example, in ufing the 
rno&folemn Means and Method of undertaking to 
ilifcharge the moral Law of perpetual Obliga- 
tion, which he was about to preach up, and 
praftife ; over-ruled the Baptift, (at the fame time 
heatteftedhisFundtion, as his Fore-runner, and 
that his Baptifm was from Heaven, and not 
from Men,) and was baptized with his Baptifm 
of Repentance, which leads the Way to Righte- 
oufnefs and better Obedience. That we, who 
have indeed Sins to repent of, might more rea- 
dily follow his Steps, as well as obey his- Com^ 
mandments, in embracing the Method he has in- 
ftituted for entering into Covenant, and being a 
Member of his Church, where Rem ifiion of Sins, 
and all other Bleflings of his Mediation, are par- 
ticularly promifed and infured. 

And as theDefign of Baptifm, or the Chri- 
ftian Calling to eternal Life, is profefmg a good 
Prefeffion before many Witneffes, i Tim. vi. n. 
So our Lord, before he enter* d upon his great 
Undertaking of faving the World, had many 
Witnefles at his Baptifm. The' Voice of the Fa- 
ther from Heaven, This is my beloved Son, in whom 
lam well pleafcd; the Holy Ghoft lighting upon 
Urn, demohftrated him the Lamb of God for taking 
away the Sim of the World; as well as by many 
miraculous Works, wrought by the fame Spirit, 
bearing witnefs afterwards, that he was fent of 
,God, f 1 Tim. Hi. 16. Said to be juftifiedin, or 

by 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1 



DEISM Delineated. 14 f 

by /i* S>fnV and the /Pa/rr, or the Teftimony C **AP. 
given by St. John at his Baptifm, Tins is be who yJ^L^, 
cometh after me, who was before me. All thefe^*^ 
befides the Blood, bore Record to the fame Truth, 
that Chrift himfelf fays he came to bear witnefe to, 
Johnxviu 37. that he was the Son of God, the 
appointed King, Prince of Life, Saviour, Me- 
diator in the mediatorial Kingdom of Reconcilia- 
tion between God and Man. 

It appears then in Conclufion, 1. That thejr, 
who rejedfc Water Baptifm altogether, are guilty 
not only of difobeying Revelation, but the Rear 
fon of Things, by neglefting a moral fitting 
Means of Righteoulhefc, aa well as contemning 
and fuperfeding a pofttive Infiitution of Chrift. 

2. That Problem or Query*, Whether there 
be any NeceJJity (even upon the Principles* of Mr. 
WalPs Hift. InfontBaptifm)/*r the continual Ufe of 
Baptifm among the Pofterity of baptized Chrijlians? 
may be eafily folved. For, if Baptifm has a 
moral Operation of very great Advantage to the 
baptized, as the Perfon price foJemnly enters into 
the Chriftian, or fecond Covenant, it ought to 
be perpetual to all Generations, perfonally oblig- 
ing every Individual, capable of Obligation; 
and yet it will not follow, that it ought therefore 
to be repeated on that Account ; becaufe a fo~ 
lemn Entrance into a Covenant, fpunded upon the 
Death of the Mediator of it, into which Death 
Baptifm is the prelcribed Initiation, ought to be 
but once f J especially fince there are, as is ac- 

* Mr. Emfyfs TraAs, who feems defiroo&to hare it fclv*d, 

MP- 45 6 - 

+ The Jbyffijtt Christians ofJStbtopia have a very abfiixd 
Cuftom of repeating their Baptifia every Year, upon the Feafl * 
QfEfifhOMyl Vwrtn* dc dlTClfif RcligpoiUtt, fag. 246. 

knowkdged 

- 
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CHAK knawledged by the Qjcrift; " other fufficient 
IV. «* Ways to revive the Senfe of our Duty to God, 

^V^" and (rf oiv religious Bonds" viz. by the other 
pefiglovisIXitit^pf^urjProfeflloD, and in parti* 
cuter by thcLord's-Supper:*. ;It:doe3 not follow, 
by Parity of Regfod, becaufe focfofterity of Pro- 
felytes among the Jew*, {whofe Anceftors upon 
tjwir becoming iProfelyjfei having been bapriz'd, 
the whole Family, Children .with their Parents) 
were counted holy, not needing afterwards *kny 
Initiation by : BfrptifoJ, .a£fcQcdjngio the currfent 
Maxim, fy ,tjbe Roqt is My* fit are the Branches. % 
that thei^efone Chriftian Baptifm was only intend- 
ed for thofe who. became Pfofdytes to Chri- 
fiianky from- afl InfdeLSuitc % and not for the 
t)efqendant$ from Chriftian JParents born in the 
Church. For there is this manifcft Difparity in 
the Cafes * the. Privilege of the Mofm ICove- 
nant were chiefly tempqrd, and confequently in- 
heritable, and therefore Children were initiated 
ap the fame time with their profelyted Parents, 
that the whole Stpck of thji pvfcfent Family 1 being 
made holy, their Pofterity might be holy, and 
inherit the* Blefling they were incorporated inp, 
fo much; at leaft, a$ Baiptiftn without Circum- 
cifion admitted the Profelyte if ibe Gate into i Tor 
if they were Profelytes of f Juftice, Circunicifipn 
was added to fiaptiftn ; find though Baptifm was 
oroifcted.to their .Off-fpriilg:arid .Dcfccndants, Cirw 
cumcifion was. not. i -, ; . » • 

! .•.*.■.,■•• 

B u t the Privileges .of the Chriftian Covenant,' 
which GocJ promi&y the Jiws tp make in the 
After-Day*. under th^ic M*{Ji.*k*i were fpiritiml, 
as the Remiflion of Sins, &c. and consequently 

"' " \ . , .*. ' •^449:".' / ',•'./ 

not 
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not inheritable at all * . though young, Children, C H A P 4 
before they knew the Difference between Good *¥• 
and Evil, inherited the Name holy, if either ^Y^' 
Parent was Cbriftian* : If not inheritable, it fol- 
lows, that the Pofterity of baptized Christians 
ought to be likewife baptized. The ascertaining 
the Remiffion cf Sins by wafting and baptizing 
into the Death of Chrift, and the Adaption of Chil- 
dren by Renewal of the Holy Ghoft, and other 
Privileges of the new Covenant, and making the 
Conditions of it perfonal to every one's Engage* 
ipont and Practice, k the Perfonal, permanent 
t/jfe. and Advantage of Baptifm. 

3. As to the Time of baptizing. ii\ Infancy* 
that is affifted and relkv*d by the due Ufe of its 
Appendage^ Confirmation, which fhould rather be 
looked upon, where Infant-Bapufm wholly pre- 
vails, afinifliftig Part of Baptifm, in order either 
to preferve the true Naoire of Things, or recover 
the primitive Practice. Much Good may come 
of that charitable Work^ as well as great Comfort 
co the Parents, in bringing little Children* to 
Baptifm and to CbriA, who are certainly ca- 
pable of hi4 Bkjing} pioft undoubtedly a Bkfi 
fing to tbem, when they are afterwards at the 
Years of Difcretion wd Choice, brought on to bo 
perfe&ed at Confirmation ! At which Solemnity* 
all the Ends and Purpofes of Baptifm are re- 
cognized, and become perfonally binding in Dif- 

art they hofy. t In Uie Realbning of Men, conclufk ) jkmper Jiftti* 
tur <Ut trior em partem: But it is otherwise iij the Realbning of 
Ged<owanfe little Children- j for ifohtf of the Parents it Infi* 
del, -die* .other Chrlflian, the Child ial of the jFamUyef tbofe 
tftt arefan&ified, b,^s to it* JEtoot and Stock, of the Family 
of thiSawti, or holj y the primitive Name of Chriftians. 

' charge 
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C H A P. charge of Proxy's Engagements. Guardians, fuclf 
IV - Nature has made Parents and other Afliftants 

'"^V^calPd in at their Choice, are wifely allow'd by all 
Laws to do every Thing tending to the certain 
Benefit and Advantage of Minors ; at the fame 
time What is trante&ed to their Prejudice, is 
voidable by them at the Years of £>ifcretion. 
They promife and engage, not what the Infant 
(hall do, but what be (hall be taught, cdll'd upon* 
and reminded to do; what at the Years of Dis- 
cretion the Perfon would be obliged to do, whe- 
ther any Body had undertaken and promifed for 
him, or not. For that Obligation and En* 
gagement, in its own Nature, becomes Perfonal* 
as foon as the Yooth becomes a Perfon, i.e. has 
the Ufe of Reafon to underftand Religion. 

4. I t follows, that if any have ignorandy re- 
ceived the Lord's Supper before Baptifm, they 
ought neverthekfs to be baptized. 

5. I t feems that the principal Sealing of the 
new Covenant in either of the Sacraments, is by 
the Blood of the Mediator only, (lain, and CeaVd 
from the Foundation of the World, equally in 
Truft, and devoted in Intereft to both Parties, 
God, and Man. God ratifies the Covenant, and 
recognizee the Seal in his Oracles to Man. The 
Foundation or Covennat of Cod ftdndetb fure* 
having this SeaUf mutual Ctmfent between the Par~ 
ties : God knowetb, approveth in Bleflings and 
Privileges, who are bis, in the calling to eternal 
Life in Chrift ; and let everyone Ibat nametb the 
Heme ofCbrifii in that Calling, and enters into 
that Covenant 'by Faith in the' Mediator, depart 
from all Iniquity. And Man," in his Sacramental 
Promifes to God, ratifies and rftogniza it on his 

Part, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



D&ISM DiLifcEAfEij; 



*45 



Part, by fo endeavouring to undertake, and then CHAP, 
confirm his facramental, perfonal Purpofe of iV Lj 
fulfilling the Terms of it. The mutual Stlpula- V -"V>1 
•tions-of fcoth Parties of the CovenW in the Me- 
diator thereof, follows the fealing by iris Blood, 
and are the mutual Ratification opd Confirmation 
of it, to the World's End 




Vol.!, 



CHAP, 
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Chap, v. 

Of the Lorfs-Supper. 

HIS folemn Rite is pofitively infti- 
tuted for recognizing Faith in the Me- 
diator of the new Covenant, and 
other Engagements profefied and 
undertaken at Baptifm: Like the 
former, it has fomething Moral, fomething Pofi- 
tive : The pofitive or inftituted Part being ground* 
ed upon feledfc Reafoos as*d Fitneffes. 

I. The Morality of it, when clpfely confi- 
dered, will be found to confift jn the Fitnefs of 
rcmmbringi and the Reafonabknefs tf obeying the 
Command, and recognizing tkejKindnefs of (o 
fignal a BenefaOor - 9 celebrating with Prai/e t and 
Thankfgiving the Mercy of God, and the Love 
of our Redeemer to £uch undeferving Obje&s ; 
but efpecially re-inforcing, and making good 
whatever Engagements we. have laid upon our- 
felves, when we ♦folemnly entered into the new 
Covenant by Baptifm, and took the Calling of 
eternal Life upon us, and our Profeffion of being 
Difciples to fuch a Benefactor and Saviour. 

All Mankind are agreed in the Duty and 
Morality of this, and have, upon Occafion put 
it into Pradlice : And they are no lefs agreed, 
that the Commemoration ought to befuiuble to 

the 
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the Benefaction. If it is what all are intcrcftcd in, C H A P. 
it ought to be publickly obferved forthat Reafon, N J[^ / 
by all capable of joining in fuch a folcmn Me- ^^^ 
morial. Was it of a worldly Nature, and bodily 
Advantage only, Demonftrations of bodily and 
worldly Joy had been faffident Commemoration : 
But if of a rational fpiritual Kind, importing the 
higheft Comfort, and folemnly, by Symbols, ex- 
prefleth the moft important Truth in all the 
World, the Knowledge of the Peace of God (in 
his Method of remitting Sins) which pafleth, i. e. 
furpaflethall other undemanding and Knowledge, 
to every Heart and Soul that is fenfible of the 
Burthen of Sin, and feeketh its Happinefs in the 
Aflurance of God's Favour, through the Ways 
and Means of better Obedience, which fuch a io- 
lemn Method of Aflurance has put us upon ; then 
every Body muft acknowledge, that the Com- 
memoration, like the Kindnefs, ought to be ra- 
tional, fpiritual, folemn, for Reafons drawn 
chiefly from another Life: And as frequently as 
is agreeable to the Mind of fuch a beneficent 
Friend ; which is juft as often as Prudence con- 
futing the fpiritual Advantage we may receive 
thereby, docs di&ate, where there is Convenience 
and Opportunity for it. 

The whole World, from the common diftate 
of Reafon, has been in Pofieffion of fome pub- 
lick Gratitude and Remembrance towards their 
moft known and eminent Benefa&ors, without 
any Appointment from them : Nay, to that De- 
gree of aftcr-Refpeft, for fear of falling (horr, 
and fo early too as before the Flood*, that they 

* See Soneboniatho'* Phoenician Hlftory, pag. 234. com* 
fared with pag. 244. 

£ 2 deifie4 
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CHAP, deified them, though as much and a* mere Crea- 
V- tures as theipfelves. By parity of Reafon, where 

^V^ a Benefa&or, the Son ofGod % is known to defcend 
upon Earth, and, at the greateft of human Exi- 
gence, (an Interpoflcion worthy oft fuch a Conde- 
icenfion !) appeared in due Time in the Likenefs 
of Men, and Form of a Servant, to minifter to 
all Men, .teaching the Way, the Truth, and tjie 
Life ; giving an Example of all good living ; 
patiently fullering for it \ but mod glorioufly of 
all, dying a painful and fhameful Death, for the 
Remiflion of the Sins of all Men, even of his 
Enemies, when they will become their own and 
his Friends ; rofe again from the Dead, that Life 
and Immortality might be brought to the Light 
of Mens<Eyesj afcended into Heaven/ not to 
defert, but be more divinely prefent with his Peo- 
ple, their ever living Patron for promoting all 
the Mercies and Favours they can wantordefirc, 
and Joy and Happinefs more than they know how 
to defire. I fay, whenever thefe Things are 
known, and known in all the Certainty that can 
aflure the World of the Truth, both of the Fad, 
and of the Favour of fuch a Benefits does not an 
indifpenfible Obligation, even upon the Foot of 
moral Gratitude, prefs and importune us to com- 
memorate fuch a good, great, and marvellous 
Benefactor ? 

If he has obliged us beyond Requital, that is 
fo much the greater Reafon for our lafting Ac- 
knowledgment. If he requires it peremptorily, 
/and has appointed the Manner of it in general 
Diredions, What is our Compliance in that Cafe, 
« ifi common Reafon, but common Gratitude? Is 
it not meet, and right to bring all the appointed 
Ends into the Memorial, in order to render our 

Participation 
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Participation more worthy of it? It is meet, CHAP, 
right, and bounden Doty, that the Partakers, ^Y ' 
while they are partaking" of the Sign of the figni-^^^ 
fied Thing, Which procured them fo many Bene- 
fits, fhould rejoice with the greateflr. Eucharift 
and Ovations of Praife and Thankfgiving for 
what has been done for them. The reafonable 
and grateful Part within os/confents unto it, and 
readily fubfcribes to that Chriftian Part of our 
Profeffion. Thus far it appears, that this infti- 
tuted Part of Chriftian ity grows out of that Root 
of Morality, which is rooted in the Hearts of all 
Mankind. Forafmuch hs;uur merciful and gra* 
cious Lord hath fo done hixjmarvellous Works, 
that tbey m ought to be bad in Remembrance, . and the 
Work of Redemption above all other Works. 

II. T«H b r jl is a pofitive inftituted Part, which 
the Reaibn of Man even acquainted with fo ad- 
mirable, and fo refpe&ed a Benefa&or would not, 
uncommanded by competent Authority, have' 
pitched upon of its mere (elf; and yet after the 
Appointment* cannot but acknowledge the Ex^ 
cel/ency and^rhc Rcafonibkntfa thereof. And 
that in two Rdpc&s, 1. As the Remembrance 
is appointocfiio be celebrated in the Ufage and. * 
Applicarioh of external Signs and Symbols: 
2. In the particular ones of eating Bread and 
drinking Wine. 

First, that the Memorial of the precious 
Death of our Divine Friend flhould be preferved 
and repeated in the Ufe of any Signs, Reafon of 
itfelf would not have fuggefted. For why might 
it not be brought to Mind, and pioufly reflected 
on by all Hearers, when it is >ead out of tilt * 
fccred Hiftory where it is recorded ? Why not 
L 3 by 
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C H A P. by a Congregation of Thinkers meeting together, 
^Tv,asweare told fomedo 9 at Times, in profound 
^^V"**' silence, to look at one another, and think over 
the Affairs of Religion ? But one that is wifer 
than either* even the Wifdom of God, who beft 
knows whereof we are made, ordered Matters 
otherwife, and by his appointed Method, de< 
ftgned to attraft and center the whole Man to the 
Tranfaftion, mod important to his Intereft, his 
unfpeakable Comfort, and his endlefs Benefit. In 
order to which, the Senfes were not to be divert- 
ed at the Solemnity, but purpofely fixed and en- 
gaged upon the Bufinefs likewife : Hekftew what 
we ourfelves muft confefs by an old Observation, 
which is, and ever will be attefted jnEsperience, 
as long as the World endures, 

Segnius irritant animos demijfa per mires, 
$uam qua funt OcuKs fubpBa fidelibus. Hof f 

That we are not naturally fo ftrongly affe&ed with 
what we hear, as what we fee. It pleafed Jiim 
accordingly in that folemn Commemoration to 
con-note in particular the folemn Matter o£Fa£t 
with folemn Ad ion, and outwfcrtf <m&<vifible 
• $\gn$~evidently before the Eyes tf/Chriftbos, felting 
forth Chrift crueiff d ; that the profitable Remem- 
brance might approach, the better on «U Sides, 
and make its Entrance the more.effe&ually at all 
Avenues to the Mind : At the Ears hearing the 
facredlnftitution and good Devotion belonging to 
the Bufinefs ; at the Feeling, handling the Symbols, 
not the Body or Blood of Chrift; at the Mouth, 
the Inlet of bodily Life and Suftenance; at the 
Eyes moft efpecially, which (till moft fixes and cap? 
•titates the Reflexion of the inward Man. That he 
might, by all Means, impregnate our Souls full of 
" ' ' . rite 
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the fttnfct Cortftder ation of the befoKmdiiefi, of CH A P. 
the heavenly Benedictions of our Lord and Saviour } J^ m£ . 
thus dying for ui, and the innumerable Benefits v ^v fP% * 
receivable from his Bfood-lhcdding, upon the faith- 
fill Perfoiwaace of the Conditions on our Pare 

<c Itf all this the great Wifdom and Goodneft 
•• of Ooui is to be admired, in making this Kind 
'* and merciful Frovifion for his Church; who, 
c * confidfirforg otor Frame, and how large a Share 
*? ^^haskiourhttnanCompofkiati, was pleased 
44 in CondtfcdAfion to our Infirmity, to addrefs 
*? himfeJf to us by that weaker Side of our Na- 
€ * tore; and left* in ftcha Crowd of fenfibfe 
€ f Obje&s as we daily converfe with, we Jhould 
c * (as we are too apt) be tempted to forget him •, 
" Waspteafed by thofe very fenfibh Obje&s ttf 
c * bring as to himfelf, by makihg Ufe of feme 
Ci of them ass hid Remembrancers, and as Step* 
" whereby we might afcend to the Contempla- 
" tion of the moft fpiricual and heavenly My- 
* fteria.". 

Fo r Any there fm^ after our Stffour has taken 1 
fochr abundaitt Care, to inftitttfe external Signs-' 
of the greateft Signification, concerning the 
diftinguifcing Parts of Chriftianity, for edifying 
and building as up in his Religion, by anOrdi- 
aance for ever, till his fecond coming again w 
vifibfe Appearance to all Men \ to pretend to bo 
ib fpirieoaliy refined, as not to need fuch a carnal 
Ordinance to help them the more folemnly and 
tffe&ualiy to remember the Death and Paflion 
of Chrift ; and fo quite lay afide this, as they da 
the other Sacrament of Water Baptifm : What is 
it but to forget that they themfetves live in the 
FleQi ; And for fo long muft depend upon e»* 
L 4 ternal 
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CHAP, ternal Means and Ordinances for die Promotion 
. v - . of fpiritual Things, 

To be fo unreafonable therefore as to drop 
one Half of the Reafon of Things, wkh a De« 
fign to (hew themfelves but Half-Men in this 
Life, with refpeft to their particular Seff 9 as if 
they were peculiarly exempted above ail People 
from being XPStafe-Men, made up. of Senfeas well 
as Reafon, of Flefli mateb'd with Spirit, is cer- 
tainly a very irrational, unmanlike Spirituality, 
fwelling or ftretching itfelf beyond the prefent' 
Meafures of a Man. No Man, furely, in his 
prefent Station in the Body, ought to pretend *o 
a. reafonable Service of God, in. Methods which 
exclude and put afunder what God, the fupreme 
Reafon, has joined together in this World, for 
Life. For that very Reafon, and Refpeft to the 
Body, the Apoftlc befecches the Romans xiL i. 
to prefent their Bodies a living Sacrifice* holy, and 
acceptable to the Lord, which . U our reafonable 
Service. As long as God and Reafon require the- 
fame Things, and Body and Soul live together in 
tjus State of Probation, pqblick Worfhip, where 
the Body attends us well as the Spirit, muft be fed 
3nd kept up with fome Externals of Religion for 
the better Edification of the Sou], and for that 
vifible Communion in one Bread, and one Body, 
with all its Members, holding of one Head * 
for promoting a mutual Excitement to the Duty 
of nwtyal Love, aiul Care Qf one another, 

Ws may as well pretend to fuftain the animal 
JJfe of the Body without Externals, as the Lifo 
yhichis hid invifibly in Cbriji the Head, without 
vifible Memorials of him : Efpecially fince the 
?xter<ial Rites and Symbols »re fo fimple, fo few, 

$nd 
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and fo fnitable, as, inftead of (tiffing, quickens CHAP. , 
that Life ; in lieu of diverting, fixes the Atten- \Y\. 
tkm of the Midd, and are fo far from obfeuring, ^^W* 
that they help to realize the great Fundamental; 
of his Religion, and thereforeare not to be look'd : 
upon as indifferent by any Christian, like the Ex- 
ternals of Man's ordering. Prbfeflcdly therefore 
to fuperfede fuch a folcmn.Ordinance and external 
Help, what is it but to charge Cbrifi* foolifhly, for- 
enjoining his Followers that Method of keeping- 
up a perpetual Memorial of him, till bis comingi 
again? And as the Commands of our Lord are. 
riot arbitrary, but wifely adjufted to our Cpnfti- 
tution of Body and Mind, and purpofely calcu- 
lated for the Promotion of our greateft Good y 
the omitting, of it muft needs be die pretermit- 
ting the divineft Means and Advantage for be- 
ing good. The LordVSupper being purpofely; 
ioftituted fo keep up the dcir Remembrance of 
eur Relation to the Mediator of the New Cove~ 
***/, that, drinking the Cup thereof, we might. 
remember our Engagements in that Covenant, in 
order to preferve and repair our frailSjjcdfaftnefa 
ia the iame ; to rejed: that InftitutWfrin Prin- 
ciple, and xefule that commanded Method of 
{hewing forth the Lorfs Death, t>ll his coming 
again, is to rejed their Relation to a crucified 
Saviour % caji the Covenant behind tbem 9 and dis- 
avow the Balis of the Hopes of Salvation, the 
Death of the Mediator. But to do it under a 
Pretenot that his coming again from the Place 
whither he was gone to make Preparation for his 
Followers, is already fulfilled, by his being come 
(as they phrafc it) into their Hearts, is not only, to 
reject the Neceffity of any folemn Remembrance 
of our Lord's Death, bur, in Effefl, reje&ing 
his 0omipg again to judge the World: for if he 

has 
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CHAP. h« no other coming again but what thty affigtr, 

v - they may as welt, and by the fame Conceit* aU 

^'^V^legorrae the Reforre&ion as p«ft already v whidi 

i4 to turn thofe Parts of Chrift unity into tnerd 

natural Religion, w DHfm. 

I r then external Signs and Symbols ir* fo well 
fitted co the more fowma Oetaflow of cornme- 
moratkig the Death of Cferift, and are fo xsumf 
vifiblc repeated Memorials, both of ow Chriiliaii 
Benefits receivable from the new Covenant in* hi* 
Blood, and 6f ouf Chriftiait Duties correfpond- 
ing to it in the whole Teno* of oarXives ; amfc 
if our Lord ha* <txprefly affixed ihofe helpful Sig^ 
nification$ with a Ddign totdtfy u* thd more, as 
often as we reflect tfpofc his Death and Paffion m 
that moft fotafflft Musttef * it follows, that that 
Pofition, viz. * The fpiritual eatilig of Chrift w 
tt common to aft Places, as well ai the LordV 
" Table*: If it means, that it may be done 
everywhere, aeftd-te^fefe; the appointed Symbols 
afed at the LofdVFabte, it muft needs be a, Mh 
flake $ bec&ufe it fe a dafigerta* opening the Way 
to the gtnfef&l Di/reg*rd df the appointed Syjnt* 
Bolsj and confequetftly a difiifc, or fuperfichl 
Ufe of the Lor drs-Su£per. 

£ v i d £ n t it is, that as oft as we reflrft upon 
the then and there irtftituted End of thrift's Blood 
flied for the Rerrufiion of Sins, our Faith in Chrift 
the Mediator o( the new Covenant founded in his 
Blood-lhedding, asa/if//, perfe^ fiiffi c ient Sacri* 
fice, Oblation, and Satisfaction for the Sins of 
the whole World, may be very opportunely en-» 
livened, ftrengthen'd, and confirmed at that So* 

* Hrfes pf Eaw, Traft upon the Saaramtut, jag. 57; 

lemnity; 
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lemnity •, paft Wickedoefc naturally making us CH APv 
otherwife diffident of the Forgtvenefs,' and Ac- ^Jf^j 
ccfi to God, there prefented to Remembrance, V *V % ' 
and exhibited to our Faith. The Want of which 
Obfervation, feems to have occaffonM another 
Miftake in the fame Author, who rejeds the 
Notion of Faith in Chrift being at all confirm- 
ed there; affirming, that " the receiving it [the 
" Lord's-Supper} is [only] a Sign of Faith con- 
" firmed, and that Men come to it, to teftify 
" that they do believe, not procure that they 
" may believe*:" Where from what follows, 
he plainly means by Faith fa Cbr$ an Afienc 
only to the Truth of Chriftianity ; *hich indeed 
ought firft to be fijppefed as confirmed in that 
Senfein every approaching Communicant \ bic 
ftUl, confequent to thac» may he boc at that So- 
lemnity, feed and confirm the Reliance of his 
Mind upon the comfortably Do&rine of Remit 
fion of Sins, of full and free Acceptance with 
God, through his Blood? Which is a Faith in 
Chrift, moft ftafenable, and particularly belong- 
ing to the Lord's-Supper. It may as well be 
/aid that our Love of Chrift is not fed and ion- 
proved by that Remembrance of his dear Lqvc 
to us, Are not Chriftian Habits tttft maintained 
and ftrengthen'd by the due Repetition otjblemx, 
occafumal* moft Chriftian, moft imprej/ivc and sxr 
preffivc A&si 

2. Tn* fecond Thing pofitivtly initiated, it 
the Appointment of Bread and IVint, which the 
Lord commanded to be received, as the oidy Signs 

* Page 54. The fiune Anfwer will folvc chat Q^ry, «* 
femper commumcandum far SjmUa f tn Grtius't Trad dt coma 
fllmhnftrati<me> flp$. 

and 
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CHAP, and Symbols for commemorating his Death and 
-Jf",Paflion. They feem to be enjoined in particular 
^^^^for thefe Reafons. Firfi, Becaufe had our Sa- 
viour given a general Command for the folemn 
Remembrance of his Death by fomeSort of vi-- 
fible Signs or other, without mentioning any Par- 
ticulars ; his Difciples, in that Cafe, had been va- 
rioufly divided in chufing, fome this Sort, fome 
another, knowing no one particular External 
having neceflary Connexion with fuch a Duty : 
A general Diftra&ion would have enfued \ Iktle 
Union, and therefore no fuch Thing as Commit 
wjon with fellow Christians. The generality, per- 
haps, would have had Recourfe either to paint- 
ing, graving, carving, or moulting fome tragi- 
cal Representation of filch a Death ; the Confe- 
quence of which had been, that the Image or 
ri&ure would have intercepted from the genera- 
lity of gazing Communicants, and terminated 
upon its outward vifible Self all that religious Re- 
gard, which belonged only to the Thing figni- 
fy'd. And fo the Death and Paffion of Chrift 
would, by Degrees, have been fwallowed up of 
the Sign* . 

For the Prevention of fuch pernicious Su- 
perftition, and Confufion in a Matter of fo much 
Importance, Bread and Wine (wherein there is 
no Similitude to the Thing intended, lave only in 
the breaking one, and pouring out the other) 
were the Signs commanded on Purpofe by our 
Lord, that it might never be miftaken for the 
Thing ceprefented. It is evermore the Nature 
and Office of a Sign, fignifying ex inftituto^ to 
beeffentially and conftantly different from the 
Thing fignify'd, ' hevef topafs in Reality for, 
but ever be diftinft from it. When a Word or 

Expreffion 
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Expreffion is therefore in that Cafe defignedly CHAR 
figurative, and fymboKcal, it can never, at the .T^, 
feme Time, fignify literally, but always figura- ^^^ 
lively ; the Moral or Figurative, muft be the 
true Senfe, and not the Literal 5 the moral 
and Hkral are oppofite in all fuch Inftances of 
Language ; the latter killeth, (as in the Church 
of Rome) the former giveth the Life, or Mean- 
ing. 

If the Sign fignify ing, and reprefenting, is a 
vifibie Body prefent, then the Body and Blood of 
Chrift fignify'd and reprefented, cannot poffibly 
be prefent likewife, but, of Neceffity, muft be 
abfent ; nor can it represent any thing but what is 
true of the abfent Body, not its prefent offering 
up upon the Crofs, but that it was once offered 
up. If the Body was indeed prefent, as foroe 
abfurdjy contend, what need of commemorating a 
Thing prefent f But if it is to be commemorated 
according to the Commandment of the Inftitutor, 
it muft neceffarily for that Reafon be abfent, to 
make a Remembrance. It fignifies not as a Type, 
for that has Reference co fbmething future ; but 
as a Token and Pledge, both of its Abfence, and 
of its being offered up once heretofore. A nd fee- 
ing it is the very Nature and Effence of a Sign or 
Symbol to be figurative and representative », not 
proper and literal 5 it muft likewife be effential to 
the Words inftituting, to mean figuratively and 
by Way of Representation only. And if it is a 
Contradiction to, and Definition of a Sign, to 
become the Thing fignify'd and reprefented, be- 
hold ! a new Contradi&ion in that Gulph, which 
f wallows up all Senfe and Reafon in Religion, the 
Romijh Tranfubftantiation. 

* 
Secondly 
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^f^/ Secondly, A n o t h e r Reafon for felefiing the 

"*^v^ Elements of Bread and Wine might be, becaufe 
with the generality of Mankind, thev are as com- 
mon as Air and Water, viz. as much as is needful 
for that Purpofe, is very procurable ; that all 
Excufc as to Charge or Difficulty, or Unpalata- 
blenefs, for abating the Remembrance that Way, 
might be for ever filent. Where Wine is not to 
# be had, as is the Cafe of fome Countries, the 
external Means are not for that Reafon to be laid 
afide, but others fubftituted bearing the neareft 
Refcmblance to Wine: In that Circumftance, 
Mercy is better than Sacrifice. 

And if a farther Reafon of appointing Bread 
and Wine may be drawn from their great and 
common Ufefulnefi to the Nutriment of the bo- 
dily Life, one for ftrengthening, the other making 
glad the Heart of Man ; the folemn Remem- 
brance of the other, by an oppofite and fignifi- 
cant Analogy, is fo underftood to be the Food 
and Suftenance of our (piritual Joy and Life, hid 
with Cbrift in God, that its Peace and Comfort is 
as dependent upon the Memorial of that Method 
of God remitting Sins in Chrift, as the Body 
upon Meat and Drink. Repentance, and Prayer, 
and Contemplation are Exercifes of the Spirit of a 
Chriftian, but there is no living always upon Ex* 
ercife, there muft be, at proper intervals, Nou- 
rijbment and Suftenance taken in, for the better 
Support of'Exercife, Health, and Life ; and 
what is that but the Bread that came down from 
Heaven, the Death of the Mediator, the Bafis of 
all fpiritual Life ? The Stomach for it, is Remem- 
brance or Reflexion of the Mind, in Society with 
other Chriftians, at folemn Times, and Places ; 

the 
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the fweet Sortrar of it is Remiffion of Sins, very CHAP. 
incident unto Man, and that moft divine Tafte .^L. 
of God's Favour and Reconciliation i thedue^^ - ^ 1 ^' 
Effefts of it upon Earth, is growth in new good- 
nets of Thoughts, Words, and Works; and the 
ripe Fruit or that, is Eternal Life. A Child is 
not more an Emblem of Humility, than the 
other Signs are of our Need of Chriit crucified. 

As in Baptifm, fiiopofing a State of Defile- 
ment at any Age, and it was, in Fad, cuftomary 
with the Jews* to baptize whom they received 
into their Religion, from a State of Gentilifm or 
Idolatry, as a Jbtenon Intimation of cleanfing them 
from the Pollution of Idols, and a publick Met* 
thod for profeffing themfelves Profelytes ; nothing 
could be a properer external Sign and Form, 
with the Words, for initiating into a pure and 
holy Religion, and for renouncing what "was 
otherwife: So, fuppofing a Need of feeding, 
lengthening, and refreshing our Minds, with 
the Recolleftion of what Chrift has done for us, 
in the bell: Solemnity, which is that prefcribed ; 
What fo proper qxwmI Sign could be deviled, 
as Bread and Wine, which the Lord command- 
ed to be received ? Neither one nor t'other is a 
dumb, difficult Hierogjyphick, but a vifiblc 
foodful, chearful Occafion for the Eye of Faith 
to behold, as in a Glafs, the Food and Comfort 
of the Soul. As our Lord originally infti- 
, tuted it after Supper, that fhcw'd the outward 
Man had no need of it, but that the inward Mm 
was thence obliged to take that Occafion, the 
better to think and eat of the Bread that came 
down from Heaven, for the Life of the World, 
as the moft foodful, fcrious, cogitative Thing. 

Thirdly, 
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^V- Thirdly, A fiiMKr Reafon tf thcfc familial 1 
^V^and procurable Signs might be a Gare ex dbun* 
danti, for prefcrving the principal Belief and Doc- 
trine of Chriftianity in the World, viz. the 
DEATH OF CHRIST. For the Truth 
of a pad Matter of Fad may be kept up from 
Generation to Generation, when fome {olemn 
- Rite or Solemnity is inftituted for perpetuating 
the Memory of it ; and the Reafon of the So- 
lemnity is continually handed down by fome writ- 
ten Tradition, with the Cuftom and Ufages of 
the fame, (in Epitome of the Record) to the lateft 
Pofterity, And thus fuppofe the worft that could 
poffibly happen, all the Writings of the New 
Teftament perifh'd in many Nations, the Me- 
mory of this capital Truth of the Chriftian 
Religion, might not have been quite loft, but 
transmitted from Father to Son, from Age to 
Age, as an inviolable Prefeription in the [olemn 
or facramentd Ufe of thofe cheap Things, as 
long as the Sun or Moon -endureth, and be 
better, and more generally tranfmitted, than 
by Medals, Pillars, or Infcriptions. The indi- 
cative prophetical Type or Prelude of this, 
the facrificing the Life of a Lamb inftituted by- 
God after the Fall, as appears by the Pra&ice 
' of AbeU Gen. iv. importing the Will of his of- 

fended Majefty, That without Jbedding of Blood 
there was no Remiffion of Sins, was thus univer- 
'fally fpread and perpetuated through the whole , 
Race of Mankind, in all Parts of the known 
World 5 varied indeed and corrupted fufficiently 
in various Places, by oral Tradition, but ftill 
holding Refemblance to the primitive Pattern, 
(a Practice no otherwife accpuntable in the Con- 
fcnt of all the Race, but that they qertainly re- 

'ctiv\i 
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ceiv*d that Tradition, as they did their Blood in CHAP, 
their Veins, from one common Parent.) But v r. 
that being the Shadow of the Sacrifice of Chrift, Vx V N- ' 
where* the Subftancc has enter'd, the Darkneft, 
with the bloody Sacrifice, together with the 
Idolatry and Superftition Superadded, vanishes 
like a Shadow; and there remaineth the Me- 
morial of the only valuable Blood, or true Sa % 
aifice, once offer'd, by Signs and Symbols, as 
a (acred Occafion to Reafon, to refled: in due 
manner, and to right Purpofes, upon the blef- 
fcd Inftitutor, was to laft to all Ages and Gene- 
rations. 

I t was at the Poftcemum ufual with the Jews 
at the Conclusion of the Pqffbver y when Bread 
and Wine were ferv'd upon the Table, purpofe- 
ly for the Guefts to take fome of each, and 
take thence withal a religious Occafion to blefs 
and thank God for thofe Creatures, as well aa for 
their 'Deliverance out of Egypt : Then it was our 
Lord and Matter took . the Creatures of Bread 
and Wint t feiz'd upon the commemorative Ufage 
and Cuftom, converts, and enjoins it (bleffing 
God upon that new Occafion) to the Remem- 
brance of bis dying? and bis Blood Jhedding \ an 
infinitely greater Deliverance than the. other. 
Thenceforward the SUB JECT both of Re- 
numbering^ and BleJJing was changed. Thence-? 
forward fucceeded in lieu of the Memory of the 
Redemption out of Egypt, a much greater Re- 
membrance, even the univerlal Redemption of 
the World by Chrift our Paflbver, the Lamb of 
God (lain for us ; and a much greater Thankf- 
giving took place of that for Bread and Wine ; 
even for the Son of God giving himfelf to be the 
Bread of the World, the true Bread that came 
Vol. L M dawn 
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CHAP, down from Heaven, giving Life eternal to the 
t V. World . 

A f T E r the Difpofirion of the external Signs 
upon the Table, next follows the appropri- 
ating them to the holy and folemn Ufe which 
Chrift has commanded, ufually called Confecra* 
<4ion ; not as if any Alteration pafles upon the 
Elements •, for what was Bread and Wine before, 
is the felf fame (till, \k its Nature and Confuta- 
tion, though appropriated from common, to a 
fpiritual Ufe. The Remainder lies upon every 
Communicant, to make it that religious and be* 
neficial Sacrament, Eucharift, and Communion 
it ought to bet And every .one may communi- 
cate with their Spirit, and with their Underftand- 
tag alfo, by bringing the Thing fignify'd to the 
brefent external Signs ; which is done by a pious 
Remembrance, and Confideration of the Ends 
For which the receiving the Lord's Supper was 
ordained ; briefly compnfed by our Lordhimfelf 
in that plainly obliging, and rio lefs advantageous 
Command, do this in Remembrance ofm*.' [ 

Sh o u l d it be asked bow % and tobere is the I 
Body and Blood of Chrift yrefent % after the fo* I 
lemit appropriating a certain Quantity of the J 
Elements to the Ufe of remembering? The 
Anfwer is, in the Receiver's Thoughts and Remem* \ 
hrance. . How can a Memorial be any Where cife ? | 
And there it is, or tnay be, as verily and indeed 
taken and received in the faithful Remembrance, 
asfucha paft important Tranfa&ion concerning 
the abfent Body and Blood of Chrift crucify J d, 
can be in the Mind of him, or her, who is de- 
voutly commemorating, that it was once offered 
up in Sacrifice ; and for whom j and for what 
* * * End. 
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tad.. This plain Observation is abundantly fuf- CHAR 
ficicat to cc&iff the many Miftalcts concerning V. 
that Prefana \ feeing it is neither «r, nor *«&r, V ^V^< 
nor w/£ thofe Elements at alls nor does there 
any rtd Prcfence, excepting chat of Bread and 
Wine, enter into the Bread and Wine, unlets 
Thought and RecolleSion of Mind can be a real 
Prcfence. *Tis true, the Thoughts' or i<fow 
making up colleftively the Memorial of Chrift 
cructfy'd, is pfefent to the Mind, but that makes 
his abfent Body no otherwife prcfcnt, than to the 
Intents and Purpofes of thinking and reflecting. 
If that oaa create a red Pretence <k any Sorct 
then may every other abfent Body thought of by 
Qccafion of fomeuhing prefent, appointed to be the 
Sign, Memorial, or Occafion of thinking thereoo, 
be as well prefcatin, under, or with that Sign or 
Occafion of chinking ; as the Body and Blood of 
Chrift, the Thing Ggnify'd, can he believed to 
be with the Bread and Wine, the Sign, or the 
Thing figntfying in the Lord's Supper. To Calk 
ferioufly of any other realPrefetice, (if that which 
is mental may be called fo) or of a Body being pro- 
fent after the Manner of a Spirit, is to ftudy to 
make that difficult and unintelligible, which 
Chrift, and the Nature of Things, have made 
very plain: For not the Bread and Wine, but 
our Thoughts taking an Occafioh from thofe ap- 
pointed Signs and external Afiions of breaking 
and pouring out, of eating aod drinking, to 
refleA ferioufly and thankfully upon the Death 
of Chrift, the new Covenant in his Blood for Re* 
jnifiion of Sins, Accefs, and Acceptance with 
God, and eternal Life; and to comply inearneft 
with all the Conditions on our Part, for obtaining 
the Benefits and fecuring the Bleflings; our 
Thoughts, I iky, fubftituce the Notion of Prcr 
M 2 fence, 
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CHAP, fence, which, being no more than notional $nd 

v V-.mcntaL> is confequendy oppfiteto realPrefcnct: 

Ky *V %a ' Not the Bread and Wine as fuch, but the raifed 

Remembrance and religious Thinking, is that 

which works upon the Mind, and renders the 

Lord's Supper the mod religious and devout 

•Solemnity to us. 

Either fuch as may be called a S a- 
cr a m e n t ; as we ufually takeOccafion thence 
to recognize, on our Part, the i%fc/i7vftipulated 
in the new Covenant, and amend the Obedience 
of our Lives, which was before devoted and en- 
gaged in Baptifm, folemnly offering up ourfeJves, 
Souls and Bodies, to be a reafonable, holy, and 
lively Sacrifice unto God. Submitting ourfelves 
wholly to his holy Will and Pleafiire, and ftudy 
ing to ferve him in true Holinefc and Righte- 
oufhefs all theDays of our Life. And this agrees 
with the Account Pliny tranfmitted to Trajan die 
£mperor, of the Chriftians in his time; That 
they were wont upon aftated Day> to meet together 
early in the Morning, and bind tbemjelves by a 
Sacrament not to commit Theft, &c. 

Or an EUCHARIST; with refpeft to 
the Tba nkfgiving Part, confiding of folemn Obla- 
tion, of moft humble and hearty Thanks to 
Almighty God our heavenly Fither, who of his 
tender Mercy did give his only! Son Jefus Chrift, 
to fuffer Death upon the'Crofs for our Redemp- 
tion ; of all Times, and above all Places, it is 
then, and there very meet, right, and our bourn 
den Duty to give Thanks. 

'-. ORtheCOMMUNIONoftheBodyand 
Blood of Chrift, as St. Paul has affign'd the 

Ufcs, 
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Ufcs, 1 Cor. x. viz. (i.) For maintaining Chit- CHAP, 
ftian Charity in giving, fagh jin &* and general i^y^L* 
tetxedmgi among Christians, who are myftically^'^V 
Wie in Body ; and all Fellow- Members of chat 
one Body, whereof Chrift is Head. The Mind 
is then aptly imprefi'd with a cerrefponding 
Difpoiition and Sympathy of mental Metaberlhip 
and Communion of Saints, by the bodily Concur- 
rence of Chrift ian People communicating of the 
fignified Body. Love to Enemies is particularly 
fignified and ftampt upon the Mind, by repre* 
fencing the moft bounteous fuperlative Example 
of it, in that, while we were yet Enemies, he 
died for at. And what can better infpire the 
Communicant with untorial Benevolence and 
Reconciliation, than his receiving the Pledges of 
the like Love of God, and of our Matter add 
only Saviour, thus dying for all Men? (2.) For 
preserving Chriftians from the Idolatry of com- 
municating in any Service to, or worihip of an/ 
other Mediator, for Acceptance with God,- but 
the one Lord Chrift. To whom they muft all 
inviolably adhere, as the fole Mailer and Media T 
cor- of the true Religion* and Worfliip of God, ■ 

A k o if there is but that one Mediator and 
Advocate with God, who lives for ever, and fop 
all Intents and Purpofcs, to make InterceflSon 
himfelf for us, and represent and plead the once 
offering of Himfelf for us -, not only the Doc* 
trine of Saints and Angels interceding, is abfurd ; 
bat that Notion lately efpoufed by fome Protef- 
tants, v»2. of the Prieft or Minifter rtprtftnting 
the Sacrifice of his Son to God, and pleading that 
Oblation with bim. for the Sins of the Congre- 
gation, muft be erroneous likewife j becaufe it it 
a plain fearing with, an encroaching upon Chrift'a 
. . . Mg Office 
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CHAP. Office ac the right Hand of God: For how ea- 
^T^jfily? upoaOccafion, might this Do&rine ink* 
^^^Confrquences, be reconciled to the Bopifh renew* 
ing and repeating tjiat Sacrifice, which was once 
made? It feems therefore not fo true, nor fo 
proper an Expreffion of the Lord's-Supper to 
call it a commemorative Sacrifice, as fame have 
ufed, or rather mrfofed that Expreffion of the 
ancient Fathers; who would .probably havp 
omitted it, could they, have forefeen the ill Con- 
ftru&ion Pofterity have put upon their dcoeut Me* 
tafbors. 

But in Our Cb&cVs Office, in&ttAvf offering 
the Body of Chrift, red;- at myftical, for a Pro- 
pitiation to God, there is only offer*d to Him, by 
the officiating Mifiifter and Congregation, . firft 
Prayers and Supplications for all Men* dims and 
Oblations for the Poor, (perhaps the Bread and 
Wine before Confecratiqn may be thought by 
feme to beoflfertl) Prayers over the Bread and 
Wine, and Praife commemorative of the full, 
perfeft, and fufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, Satis- 
faction (once offered) for the Sins of? the whoJe 
World. Secondly Vows and Resolutions for holy 
Obedience, ourfehes^ our Souls and'Bodierto be a 
teafonable, holy, and lively Sacrifice. Such Sacri- 
fice of ourfelves, in devout Memorial of his f 
itioft fitly Jbcpx.fbnb the Lord?* Qaatb till bis 
coming again, before God and Man ; the new Co* 
Venant betwixt God and Man feal'd by the AW 
of the Mediator, being then and there wfefrgreaft 
Truth commemorated; as too much negie&ed bf 
us ; and then artd there with equal Neceffity rev 
fofced to be better obferv'd. But a emmewmratw* 
Shcrtfite; is a very different Idea, with feme Mo* 
derns, from the Commemoration of tht Sacrifice 
flf the Pcath of Chrift. J h a 
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CHAP. 
The commanded Virtue of the inftituted .^- 
Sign is, to create an Opportunity, and imprefs ^y*^ 
a foleitm Memorandum of what Chrift would 
have in that manner remember'd ; the Virtup 
and Office of a Receiver of that Sigp, muft there- 
fore be to receive it according co the Infticution ; 
remembf ing that ic is his Bufinefs ^nd Devotion, 
upon that facrtd Occafion, to join the Sign and 
the Thing (ignited together, and bring the 
End to the Participation, the Death of our Re- 
deemer, and the Sacrifice of his precious Blood, 
bis Body broken, and his Blood pour'd out, 
mid make it. meptally prefcne upon the Table, ip 
Ac View of OMr Mind, looking upon him whom 
we bape pitrted, in his molt ferious and pioqs 
JRefle#ion* upon the lame * as ever he defire$ 
€0 copwiUD^ate as Chrift would have him, aqd 
make a Confidence of doing it in Remembrance of 
kirn. 

As the Cup is called by the Inftitutor, my 
Btaodof i\& *ey> Covenant y that neceffarily and 
particularly brings to Remembrance our Know- 
ledge of that Coyecunt, with our Obligations to, 
Deviation fro& y and Privileges in observing as 
we ought, and die ill Confequences of contami- 
nating it with Sin and Difobedience ; to be guilty 
of that by wijfol Apoftacy, is cgming the Blood 
of the Covenant an unholy Thing, and a tearing 
off the Seal % viz. the Lord knowetb or approveth 
who are bis % but how know, how approve, but 
fromaidby theCOUNTERPART, every 
0m that nametk (be Name of Chrift (and it is hard 
to remember htm without his Naoie)/*/ him depart 
from ail Iniquity? 

M 4 For 
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chap; 

^J^- Fo& the Thoughts of that Covenant im~ 

, V ^Y> / mediately and unavoidably bring into foicmn 
Recollection, the Mediator of it - 9 which includes 
not only Lord and Matter, but fomething more, 
viz. all the unfpeakable Kindneflfcs defignM by 
his Death, to our Souls and Bodies. And as we 
ought more efpeeially to mule and meditate, 
and be grateful for Kindnefles at this time of 
Eucbarijt zndTh&TArfg\vm& what can be greater 
in all the World, than his dying upon the 
Crols for the Salvation of both, the Remiffion 
of Sin, the Refurre&ion of the Body, and Life 
everlafting, i$cJ And if we have any Con- 
fcience of that Covenant, enter'd into by Bap- 
tiftnt or any Value for the Mediator of it, or his 
dying Command, we muft retnember our Sins 
with a forfaking Hatred, fincc that was the gfand 
Benefit to us ward, to Jove his People from their 
Sins, and redeem us from all Iniquity* that we 
become zealous of goodWorh. In order to which, 
it previoufly promotes an Enquiry," andenjairis an 
Examination, how much, and in what Particulars 
we have deviated from the holy Profeffi on «*e 
undertook atBapcifm; whether we are in the 
Faith j and in the due and becoming Courfe of 
Obedience, which infeparably belongs to it; and 
whether the Ends of thrift's Inftitution, are the 
Ends, and no other, that brings us to that holy 
Sacrament. 

And what ought, or (hould be, the Con- 
fequence of fuoh a Remembrance to any People, 
but to abhor and forfake thofe Sins more and 
more, which Gpdhas fo feverely forbidddh, yet 
at fo great a Coft is ready to forgive ! And \h 
that holy Purpoje of fincere Endeavour, fpiri- 

Mly 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DEISM Delineate iv f6g 

taally drink of that dcfirable Spring of Comfort CHAP; 
to a guilty Confaence, the Remiffion of Sins, ^JS^ 
and the joyful Senfe of FriendQiip with God t -^ ir ^ 
upon the Condition of future Obedience ; Effi- 
cient to kindle a Flame of Love and Thanks- 
giving in every Breaft. Then the Body of our 
Lard Jefits Cbrtft which was given fir us (as the 
external Sign is bodily taken and eaten) will be 
thoughtfully taken, and spiritually eaten in Re- 
membrance of his dying for us, and fed on in our 
Heart by Faith with Tbankfgjwing ; and, as the 
Body ana Soul of the Juft live by this Faith, will 
be freferved unto everlafiing life. Then will 
the Blood of our Lord Jefus Cbrift, the Blood of 
the new Covenant, be drank in our Thoughts; 
When the Remembrance of the Ends and Con- 
ditions for which it was (bed, is the Gueft there : 
Arid thus wHl out Souls 4 be ftrengthened and re~ 
frefli'd by the Body; and Blood of Chrift, if we 
eat and chink as verily with our feeding imbibing 
Faith, as with our Mouths and thro* the Mouth 
Faith will perceive the Life gjhring Virtue of this 
Sacrament mentioned by the Homily, i. a thus 

duff partaken will be a Pledge of eternal Life. ' 

> 

Thb Clmrobof England Office calls die Bread 
and Wine holy Myfteries, in that fcriptural Senfe 
ofMyftery, which imports z Symbol **, and pud 
all the Good and Effiett of thofc holy Myfterics 
into the Peoples own Power, notwithstanding die 
Umvortbinefs (if fuch a Thing Ihould ever happen) 
of the officiating Minifier f. 

Akp this way of mea&ringby theEnds, will 
help us to * true Judgment, what is St. Paul's 

• Efb. v. 3 z. t ft* nri Artkfccf Ac femeCfcureh. 

unworthy 
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CHAR ttmtortb} receiving the LordVSopper, and *feat 
^J^^oa die contrary is worthy receiving : For this te 
^^judging by the fane Standard and Meafurc the 
Apoftle hmifeif appeaTd tot In order to 4»*me 
and convince the Corintbtm of their unworthy 
feceivingit through the Difordrtrs crept in among 
tbecn, he recalls them to the original Inftkution^ 
andtotheEndsfctforthbyChrift^ aahereeeWM 
them from hioi; and nedtes particularly * ; then 
immediately forms his Argument, and (ab$om*> 
wktnfort. wbofoiver jball eat this Brand or drink 
ibitCup tf thf Lord umvorlbtiy+ JbdU be pdh) *f 
tbi Body and Biocd of our Lardy i. e. whoever kt 
partakirig that Supper, ortaks the Ends vfckb 
Chrift himfetf ;haa annexM thereto, as <&A{ome 
of the Corinthians, that Ferfoo is to he accounted 
an unworthy Gbeft at that Supper, being goiky 
of a grdfc Mtfapplkation.c»eefn»g the Body 
and Blood of Gbrift, externally rtprdeoted thert 
\y thdSign* bf Bread and Wtoe. For not to re^ 
member thofe'.Ends, or not derodtly to reficft 
upon the Drttl> and Paffion of Chrift, and not 
to rrprefeqt tfroutfei'+es and to one another* the 
Lore <£GoAm tjiat Sicrarterir, was not coeat 
the Lord's-Supper but prophane it ; and to be as 
iacegtadt iff jwhfr .they wired***, aa-if *ey 
were at-tbeat^flwt ordinary Supper \ not dtfecrot 
ing.the JU)td^Body v or not difceimmating the 
Bread ariti .Wihe, which were, <the : Signs, from 
other Bread and: Wine, which is <tomnoon Vic- 
tuals. «.,-.. i • * » 

He that comes to that Supper knowing the 
Bread and Wind to be purpofeijr fee apart' for 
commemorating the Death of Chrift, "yet eats and 

' - f.'i*,i4r,-»ij; fee. - • 

drinks 
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drinks jhofc Symbols of Remembrance, without CH A f. 
applying them to the Ends of Remembrance, he x ^_ m 
cats aod drinks nothing but w< Bread and^^*** 
Wine,* he unfeafonably eats, and unthinkingly 
dr'wks no Symbpls, he dttceras not the Lord'* 
Body i he is therefore guilty of npt confidering 
the Thing fignifcd, the Body and Blood of Chrifc 
And confcquently, feeing thofe Symbols {as he 
.v-cry well knew) were pnrpofdy to be eaten an£ 
drank) lor confidering and difcepijog fhp Lord 9 ]* 
Jtetfy, he eats an4 drinks his owp Copdesmpatioi^ 
jL ^ that which feroe? to reproach and condemn 
ten, a* well as expofe iwn to jjie Provocation* 
M4 lu^ppwtrof tl* Lord of that Supper, far 
fy>t^iogfuch Symbols, atfuch a time, anfwfcff- 
*b*p*o his pofixive Appointment and fojemorjal 
mi himfclf ; And foj want of judgng and etamiih 
4% tiimfttf, and hi* Intentions of complicating* 
by the End, iV*. the difierninb discriminating, 
^ ranemhing the. I^d'sBcdy broken^ wABloty 
§f the ntw Covenant jfe^ the notorious Pefign<if 
that Sapper t for which horrid Proftkutipn of the 
Knowledge and Coofcieooe of what the Apoftle 
had before deli ver'd to them, at So facsed * Sor 
lemnicy * and for intemperate Diforders* aod 
partiogof Tables, and dividing Camqauojop even 
urtder the fame ltoaf» and for their unchriftisa 
FaWlity and upfeafonable Kind lof Excommuni- 
cation of their Poor. Brethren #h? molt abfurd 
, Behaviour certainly at the uoked Cotamemorar 
ftion of a Saviour dyiog for (he S^lvajtioa of aji 
Men, Poor as well as Rich : ) The Lord of that 
undifcern'd Body, and abufed Suppcr L judg'd or 
puniih'd the Irreverence of fame with bodily 
Affli&ioo, that others might be chaften'd into 
Amendment ; fome with Eteith: Far this Caufe 
many are Jickand W4U9 *m% yo# 9 4*d manj 
Jkty Ann 
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CHAf. 

\JZj+*j And as this gives a true Judgment concern- 
^'^ing i0ffwr/£y receiving, fo docs it of the Apoftle** 
'Jhort, effe&ual Rule of examining ourfehyes pre- 
vioufly, in order to prevent it in every Commu- 
nicant ever after, (Teeing we are free from the 
open Diforders and Indecencies among the Corin- 
tbiam) which is again according to his Appeal 
in the Matter, viz. to make the End of the In- 
ftitution fixed by Cbrift himfelf, the perpetual 
Standard for weighing and examining all oar 
Comportment, and Purpofes in Reference t* 
that Duty. Whether we refolve then to bt 
devoutly mindful and obfefvant of what the JLofd 
of that Supper lays a double Charge on its, at 
that Time, to mind and bear in particular Re- 
membrance * to Uft up our Hearts, to lift tfiert* 
up to that Lord who taketh away the Sins of the 
World, in the moft grateful Remehibrance, con* 
draining and producing ail Obedience, for his 
' ineftimable Kindncfles ; and whether we will rc£ 
form our Lives, conform, our Minds and Anions 
to the Terms of the new Covenant in his Blood j 
and regulate our Hopes of Remiffion of paftSm* i 
of readier Acceptance and joyful Aceefs untd 
God; of eternal Life; and of all other Benefits 
Of his Paflk>n*bythat folemn /hewing forth tbi 
Lord's Death : That Kind of Remembrance being 
the perpetual Standard and Regulation for pre-* 
vcntingScbifms and Herefies in reference to this 
Solemnity. But, as the Apaftle obferves in the 
lame Chap. *Tbey mufi needs be, as long as there 
are Paflions arid Corruptkriis in Men, and the 
Providence of God permits them to have their 
edrrupt'&ffe&s* the providential Touchftone 
and Bment oft twill or ought to* be, xhattbeywb* 
«re apprmued qf the Lord, by adhering to the 

Unds. 
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Ends of bisoum Inftitution, and preferytog that&rf CH A P. 
of Remembrance, may be made manfeft, by that yJ^j 
Discrimination, and that invariable Rule of right ^^^ 
receiving according to Chrift's own Inftituoon. 

Was therteaj>i^tf/Virt»e> or infeparoMekk* 
ward and fpiritual Grace communicated to the 
confederated Elements for impacting to Commu- 
nicants the blefled Effects of the Sacrifice of 
Chrift ; or, which is the fame Thing, could the 
opus oporatum of corporeal eating and drinking \ 
anfwer die End of remembring his Death ; Chil- 
dren, Ideots, or the moft profligate Sinners, ( in- 
tending ftill to be fiich) who never think at all 
of the Matter, would be worthy Receivers, and 
there could be no fuch Thing as unworthy re* 
ceivtng. But fince they operate interpretatwely, 
to our moft ierious Reflexion, as foodful Signs 
and Monuments, for railing our Thoughts to; 
and reoolleAing them upon the Thing ugnified, 
Cbrijt dying for our Sins, and the great Love of 
God in that Difpeniation of z Mediator: Seeing 
the Lord's Supper works upon the inward think- 
ing Man in this rational, moral Way, (upon 
which may be expefted the fulfilling of Grace 
and fpiritual Bcned&ion, in virtue of Prajen 
for the Gifts of the Spirit, at that Time, tiled; 
Prayer in Chrift's Name, being the Key of Hea- 
ven for that Conveyance and Supply of our 

* ThtPafifis maintained that Grace was ifJkfoBa coo- 
ferr'd with the outward Symbols, and the People jmftifiti 
merely by the Work of receiving thole Externals, by comply- 
ing with thofe facramental Work*: The Frottfitmts affcrted 
on the contrary, That the {piritaal Efficacy dependfd chiefly 
on the internal Part, the Application of the Mind by Fmtb. 
Thence commenced the Controverfv between /Am, whether 
Juftifcation was by Works or Faith; which recti vM different 
Turns afterwards. 

Needs 

* 
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CHAR Ntedsi engag'd at our Ewraace into the dewf 

V ^V^ / »f 6 in the Fear of the Lord, as the Communis 
cant a a lively Faith in God's Mercy, and being 
in perfect Charity wich all Men, reflc&s upon 
ibst Method <*iGo$% pardoning Sin $ as it is in it- 
fetf, the greateft and aoft affe&ing Argument 
of his Love in Ghrift, that can poffibly be laid 
before the Mind of Mao,, at a folemn time of 
reflecting, for winning his reciprocal Love, and 
(eenring his bonnden Obedience, 

T k v s one Sacrament is the folemn Rite of 
imitating into the nm Covenant with all its£ii* 
tileges, Conditions, and Obligations ; the other 
for tolemnly and frequently rectgifeing and rat 
membring it, in the Grounds thereof, the Death 
of the Mediator *, and as both tttfe Iuftttutioos 
- and Solemnities, are adapted to operate in as 
fyrabolically and affe&ingly, thoughtfully and 
morally, the Defign of the Gofpel, i. e. fobcr, 
righteous, and godly Living, the Religion of 
the End, and the natural Religion of the Means; 
Repentance and Prayer. And if the Grace of 
God, andof our Lord JefusChrift, appears unto 
all Men, to aft thus fpiritually, and yet mod 
certainly in die moral Tendency of the two Sa- 
craments 5 by folemnly firft: entering, and after* 
wards as often as the Obligation loofens, by ri veto- 
ing and refixing the Gofpel, or new Covenant 
ppon yhriftjans, call'd the Miniftration of the Spu 
Ht> and the Law of the Spirit of Life, for giving 
Life and Efficacy to the otherwise expiring natural 
Rdigioa both of the End, and of the Means : 
Howufcfal, excellent, and wile is the Indication 
Of Baprifin, and the Lord's Supper ? How gene- 
rally neceflary to Salvation ? How abfurd the 
Jfcgtflft and Contempt of Scoffers ? CHAP. 
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CHAP. YL 

The great Benefit and Service ^/"Baptifm, out 

' /£* Lord's* Supper, /* carrying en the 

MEANS, and END of natural Re* 

ligion ; » Anfooer to the Jhameful Mifre- 

presentations <f the Ddfb. 

| N the two preceding Chapters, I have C H AP. 
k mentioned feveral godly Ufes and VL 
Advantages arifing out of the Infti- V ^V^ / 
tution and Defign of (hefe pafitive 
Parte of Christianity* as. morally 
fubiervient for undertaking, and completing our 
religious Engagements, fufficient to recommend 
them to the Praftioe of all,; who wofcld fulfil aU 
Jfcighteoufaefe. Did nothing appear but the bar* 
tttfitivc Command, -nndr nothing in the Com* 
mand but what: is worthy of God, that. is fuffi* 
cient Argument for Obedience v injrimuch as 
Difobedience muft neceffarily be a tsojai Traof* 
greflion of the Duty and Relation W£ ftand in to 
God ; but being furc of the Command, we may 
be all fare, there are abundant good Reafons for 
our Compliance, though we could not deduce 
them all. 

A pofithreCommandfrom Heaven to a parti- 
cular Perfon may very «rell be defigned, as a 
Trial, to diftinguifti him eminently from the reft 
of the Community- But whenap^//wlnj«nc* 

tion 
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CHAP, tion is laid upon the whole Community > and all 
WL are obliged to Obedience, that End can't be 

^Y^propofed. Therefore, a* I obferved before from 
Puff end. (a Book cited by our Author, and his 
Profeffion obliged him to be well verfed in it) 
though a pofitiye Law flows from the fole Plea- 
sure of the Lawgiver, yet theft Laws ought like- 
wife to have their Reajbn, and their Ufes ; in Refer 
rence to that- particular Society for which they were 
tnaSled. 

W o u l o it not therefore, better have become 
our Author, and every" other Deift, to have -en- 
quired into the Reafon, and Ufes of fuch plain 
peremptory Commands, than to have flighted, 
traduced, and condemned them in the grofs, and 
in fuch'abufive Characters as they endeavour to 
expofe them under ? Is there not the greateft R&~ 
fon, are there not the bell of Ufes in thefe two 
external Ordinances? If it is plain that the Chriftiaq 
Religion, with all its Comforts, is bed begun 
and entered upon by perfonal Covenant^ or Sti- 
pulation for that Covenant afterwards ; nothing 
cani>e plainer, than that ic mud be csrry'd on by 
the fame Methods by which it began, i.e. a 
{blemn Recolle&ion and Remembrance of that 
Covenant, and the Mediator of it, in the Lord's 
Supper, ais Occafion requires. What Ground is 
there for Exception? If, as they are fet forth in 
Scripture, our Lord purpofely inftituted them, 
as being pofitively ferviceable for attaching us the 
more firmly to himfelf, as Mediator of that Co- 
venant, and fo become the moft potent Means for 
promoting Chriffian Holihefs, or moral Righte- 
oufnefs : The learned Dr. lVaterland has obferved 
very righdyy " That many of the Scripture- 
4t Duties, which we have otherwife no Know- 

" ledge 
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" ledge Of, are yet juftly referr'd to the Law of CH Aft 
" Nature * fince Scripture hath difcoverM what VI - 
<c Foundation they have in the Nature and Truth v ^ yV 
<c of Things*" Though thefe pofitive Infti- 
tions of our Lord have the Superfcription of his 
Authority, who commanded them; yet they 
were not commanded for commanding fake, 
but for the Ufe and Benefit of folemnly under- 
taking and improving in the natural Religion of 
the End, and of the Means, through the due 
Ufe of thofe divine Ordinances. 

T h i y were not ordain'd merely for their 
own fake ; but in order to an End, to make us 
more effe&ualJy religious, by applying to new 
and more powerful Methods for invigorating, 
and perfecting the natural Means, for carrying 
on the Ends of natural Religion, by a moral Ope- , 

ration of our own perceiving ; provided we are x 
not wanting, in applying our moral Powers, 
which, in that Cafe, by Virtue of our own wife 
cbufing fuch an Engagement, and with that, all the 
appertaining Af&ftances, makes that Yoke eafy, 
that would otherwife be a Burthen under a pre- 
vious Obligation of another's impofing. Though 
the Duties we engage in, don't arife merely from 
the Vows and Promifes of keeping Covenant * 
but were obligatory before : Still to make them 
more fo, we wifely and voluntarily become a 
Party in them, bind them with a two-fold Cord 
of Conscience, double their Force with Difcre- 
tioD, and with the Applaufe of our own Reafon, 
fupcradd new Reafons for the better Performance 
of that, whereon our everlafting Happinefs is 

m Natwre, ObBgatkn ami Efficacy of the ChriJHa* Sacrament, 
Voi. I. N' dependant* 



<J HAP, defendant Was the Performance before Etf- 
vj<3*w/ gagement unlawful, the fiipcradcfed Engagement 
^ r *^ could not make it valid, ordenorhitiate k-Dtfty'* 
but being previoufly obligatory, ft becomes af- 
terwards double Duty; attended in its Conft- 
quence with unfpeakably more than double Hap- 
pinefs hereafter. * 

- Whoever therefore is truly devoted to the 
End, will of Courfe be fo to the beft Means for 
obtaining it. How particularly expedient are 
they for furthering Repentance and Prayer, the 
two natural Means, which, as I Ihewed before 
under thofe Heads, were decay'd arid dormant, 
hnguiftiM and difpirited, for carrying on thfe 
Erfds of the Religion of Nature ? Remiflion of 
Sins,' and Affurance of the Acceptablfcnefs of oar 
Addreffes to God in the Method laid before Us m 
the Revelation of his Son Jefus Chrifi, which 
bring Comfort and Confolation to Repentance, 
fend Wings to our Prayers ; are reprefemed not 
tonly in Words, but in fenfible Sigts And Symbtk 
more fignificative and ftronger than Words ; that 
the whole Man might be captivated' and taken in 
more effeftuafly and entirely^ for acquitting hkiv- 
felf cowards the Things fignified, his own greateft 
Advantage. The Obje&ion of our Author* 
«gainft Symbols in Religion, viz. becaofe they 
«re apt to affe& the generality more powtrfoDy 
than Words, is the v*ry Realbh of the Divine 
Appointment in this important Cafe, etyeriaHy 
Jince they are very few and Gmple, amd fo effec- 
tually guarded from Superftition, and Miftake. • * 

fw Baptifm, the fprinkling or cleanfing the 
'Flefh by Water (and Water is a Sjrrribol w -P*- 

. rification 
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. *££*<*»- amqpg *U Natiotn, with Chriflta* C HAP„ 
jtfca* (hey aif ta receive tod put on Chfift puri) ^J^L, 
is a 9uuy t to wjuc^ die cleanung of the Spirit jqt ?*** 
Xknfcicncc from Sin by tbc Blood of Chrift, aod 
renewal of the Holy Ghoft, anfwers* as dy- 
ing to #n, and riling to newnefs of Life, taour 
Burial sad Reiurre&ion vied him,, in Bapttfni-* 
which enters us with a joyful Profpeft into thfe 
meliorating cleaning State of Repentance 4 *ftd, 
in thfc Adoption of 60ns, introduces our aftetv 
Prayers *o the Throne of Grace of our Almighty, 
4Uid moft merciful Fatbir: Being exhorted to 
draw near to him in our Devotions with a true 
Hearty in full djfurance of Faith, having our Hearts 
fpririkltd from an evil Con/tience* ana our Bodies 
mafbedmtbpure Water. In the primitive Church, 
Horn were fu&red to ufe the Prayer OUR 
FATHER, tic. before they were baptized, 
L *« adopted by the new Covenant : So that Bap- 
tifift might be called the Sacrament of Prayer, as 
u often was the Sacrament of Repentance, and • 
the Sacranent of Faitb. The faving Part of Bap- 
tiftn> according to the Apoftle, is die Anfwr or 
Stipulation of a good Conscience towards God, per- 
forming its fuperindue'd Covenant and Engage- 
totflC contrived in Cbrift the Mediator of that 
new and better Covenant, by keeping that Bap* 
iifm pare and undefiled, the remaining Part of Life •, 
jn Token of which new, covenanted, pyre State, 
the Ancients invefted the baptized with wbHe 
Garments, for fome Time after it Socrates * ar* 
guesa ftri& Obedience to the Laws, from a tacit 
Promife, Treaty* and Covenant, every Subject 
is fuppofed to have enteW into in Virtue of the 
|*Fote£tion and Benefit he receives from the Laws. 

* See PlttpV Crifc, *-, wlat W flight *j$. 

, N 2 How 
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CHAP. How much ftronger is fuch an Argument, when 
*^*Jt is corroborated upon all Chriftians toward) their 
^T^^ heavenly Governor, by txprefs Vow and Pro- 
mife, open Covenant and Engagement ? • 

Eyuy one who puts on Chrift,.. or takes 
Christianity upon them; efpecially at Confirm** 
tion, has a new Character, or, what the Civil 
Law calls a Per/on, confer'd upon them : Hence 
the Expreffion of being born again. Now it is 
moft certain, that the Reflexion of being in a 
new Station or Office has a very great Influence 
upon the Mind of Man to aft and behave as be- 
comes that Station and Vocation, more efpecially 
when it carries any particular dignity of Carriage 
with it. For which Reafon, being now placed in 
a new Point of Sight, and beholding himfelf in 
the Light of a - new Expectation of the World 
from him, though he behaved but indifferently 
before, he will now take care to acquit himfelf 
• well, in Virtue of the Shame and DHhonour in 
derogating from the Poft apd Calling we have 
accepted and chofen, to take upon ourfelvcs. 
And this alfo ferves in the Nature of iiich a new 
Thing, to convince him that in the Race of Vir- 
toe, he can do a great deal more than he thought 
he could : 



•Pdfiunt, quia pojfs videntur. Virg. 



And giving due heed afterwards to refrelh and 
ftrengthen their frail Adherence to. their facrcd 
Engagements for better living, by moft folemn 
Rcfolutions at the Lor#s-TabU 9 our natural In* 
Jftabifay pofitively puts «>n by degrees* a rational 
Stability. * So the Lord's-Supper duly partaken, 

* Which Poljbwt upon another Occafion elegantly ftyles, 
wyw^i \ttSs «Vrf m&frrm ** ««fwWr. 

foleotttJjr 
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fbletanly refipt* tbofe that are Penitent v *x>& re~ CHAP. 
admits ajotd t re4nftates* intimidated Prayers,., and v ^ 
£***; ground wer Infirmities* . . . v^\rV 

Be s i p £ s, an Engagement or Relation oOzr 
wjt contracting from Choice, or Liking, or 
Senfe of Gratitude, has an Influence, Alacrity* 
and Endearment in it fuperior to* a natural &e-i 
ktion, that we have no Hand in ; as the Love 
of a Friend is dearer, more forcible than that of 
a Brother; And becaufe Friendship mult be mu- 
tual to make ic lading, and feme Commerce of 
Secrets ma&{n& 9 'J*fus condefcends to caU Friend 
Jirji ; to communicate the moft concerning §e* 
crets* and Jay down his Life for his Friend, for 
every one of us : Provided we do whatfoever ho 
commands tis-, and one of his Commandments is, 
Ye believe in God, believe alfo in me. There are- 
Many Things for refreQimg Belief in God ; whilft 
the two Sacraments are appointed for engrafting! 
and recognizing. Belief in Cbrift the Mediator. 

Repentance and Prayer are Duties of a 
daily Revolution ; but becaufe both Repentance* 
and Brayer, and Refolution of Obedience will 
often ftand in need of Repair, by Reafon of the 
Frailty of our Nature lapfing into former Sins,' 
and ^whenever the Return is to bad, the Fropen- 
(ion h to worfe, till better Repentance, Prayer, 1 
and Resolution get the perfect: Mattery of our 
Sins; the Lord' s-S upper is ordained for foleranly 
ftrengthenmg, and fortifying their feveral re- 
newed Efforts for a good Lite. To live after- 
wards with all the Fidelity due to our renewed 
Vows and Promifes, and with that Faith and At- 
tachment to o^r Lard and Mafter % wherein we 
recognizee ourfelves engaged to follow him; by. 
N 3 recollecting 
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CHAP. FccollcAing in a mot* fokmn MaftfKMta* t»(W# 
^j^- and iropteffing the Miod the mora deeply with 
^^^^thc conditioned Promifes and Privileges* indif- 
peufible Obligations and Engagements embrae'd 
afldunderuk^a ia our Corcnantftt Bapt^cn s »jd 
foapplyM, makes that z Sacrament* jtt..wella» 
Baprifm: And religioufly take and eonfecrate 
the Oceafion, which was purpofely given by the 
Author of oar Religion, from tfeat iatpreffir* 
Memorial of the Blood of the new Cwemtnt 9 *n 
drinking the Cup \ to amend all our Deviations* 
and become more ftedfaft in that Covenant, 
cleaving to the Lord* Mediator of fc, a* the Pa- 
tron of our Hopes, and the Pattern of our Obe- 
dience ; facrificing our Luffa, and crucifying ail 
irregular Affe&ons in particular; at that fotano 
Memorial of his Crucifixion, the Remembrance 
jo( our Sins fbould be grievous, the Burthen of 
them intolerable. How canft thou eodura tf*e 
Thoughts, O Ghriftian, of taking that Covenant 
within thy Mouth, firing thorn batefe to be reform$4% 
and has cajl the Words of thy Lord and Mafier be- 
hind thee ? Bat as thou takeft that Cevinant with- 
in thy Mouthy remember it as a Covenant, and 
forget not who is the Lord and Mediator, and 
for what End h* became fo; and how thou are 
by thy own Aft and Deed obliged to be reform'd, 
10 Mind his Words, and follow his Footfteps, 
For not part of the everlaftiog Cayenne, *r 
Gofpel is, that all Cbrifiians sre pr*d$inated to 
fa conformed to the Image ofCbrifl* ROna. viik «9, 
How incumbent therefore fliould they be ppotf 
the Imitation of him t How refohiielf cljfpofec} to 
he like him both in his a&ive, and paffive Vir- 
tue? And in order to that, how ready to embrace 
and improve all Sotkmnaies for copying, i nbibtftg* 
apd digcfting his Example ? 

Breaking 
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' : : ' - "' " CHAP. 

v Bm akiKo the Bread, and pouring out . tfa* y^J^L. 
Witie, eating and drinking in Remembrance «f^V x/ 
our Redeemer, doe* not confer abfokte Pardon * * '"■ 
^f Sin tipoft the worthy Receiver, but recognizes 
the Mmntr, and re-inforcea tbe Condition of finai 
Pardon, exhibit* our Life fpared, and hj^qffer'd : 
up a Propitiation lor our Sins: And thus (hew* 
ing forth the Death of the Mediator as the Mem\ 
of our Redemption, in the Consideration whft 
we are redeemed fronts and to v)bat\ and by 
tvbom; muft improve the moral Virtue oiGrar 
titude in lis ; J^tti memlmt fim tmpendio grates eJL 
Sen. Who can then and there be fo ungraceful 
as not. to remember him ; who, befides paft 
Kindnefs; forgets not to pity our Infirmities, to 
intercede with our heavenly Father for our Of- 
fences, and crown our Repentance and Prayer 
with de&red Succefs? Who is then aAnaby 
making us, that Part of as, our Faith and Trulfc 
doing that in Remebrance of him, in Obedience 
co his Commandment, Partakers of his Intcrccf- 
fion and all the blefibd Fruits of it. Who can 
keep back hisReafon, who can forbid hisSewfcs 
then tafting and feeing how gracious the Lord is f 
and there receiving outward Pledges of* fptrjtuaj, 
celeftiil* and eternal Gifts, from remembrmg, 
from being devoted, from being faithful to fuch 
a Lord? Or from refle&ing, and comforting 
himfelf, how bleiTed is the Man, who thus truff- 
eth in, taking the Cup of Salvation^ and calling 
upon the Name of the Lord ? Who thus caJling, 
is the more intent upon ferving him, by calling 
up the foft Force of irreliftible Obligations td him. 

Sue H Goodnefi of God ro us muft not only-&**J 

us to RepM*w*i but lead Repentance on to all 

N 4 ' 'the 
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CHAP, the Fruit9 worthy of it 5 the Redemption of tbt 
^T^ Sinner, and the Remiffion of Sins bring fo plainly 
^^^afcertain'd before us. And in remembring his 
Deadly -we remember alfo his Refwre&ion and 
Afcenfion, and his fitting at the Right-Hand of 
(God, the Mediator of IntercefHon, as well as Re^ 
demption for us, the ever-living, tflKpotetitt Ad*- 
vocate for chearing our drooping Prayere, and 
feconding and fticceeding our Requefts. Thub 
we dwell in Chrift, and Chrift in us, *. e. there it 
a conftant renewable Communication, this Ways, 
between God and us 5 through him the Mediator 
and Center of perfeft Friendlhip and' Reconcilia- 
tion, fo far as to be an Habitation of God through 
the Spirit; 

Certain it is in the Nature of Things, that 
our Lord's Method in firft inftituting outward 
and vifible Signs for commemorating his Death, 
and all the Benefits of his Paffion, and t\itnpofi^ 
tivelj commanding our Amplication to them for 
that 1 Purpofe, affords a double Occafion both to 
the Senfes, and to the Underftanding (the Ufli 
derftanding of our compound Conftkurion being 
made to receive the moft lively and affe&ing 
Ideas from the Senfes) of paufing ferioufly, and 
pondering devoutly, what fhould be the Import 
of that Commandment ! who gave it, with Rfc- 
fpe& to the Dignity of his Perfbn, and the 
Obligation laid upon us ! for what End and Pur- 
pofe ! and approach it as a folemn awful Oppor- 
tunity of rcfle&ing, and feeding in the* Heart} 
by Faith, with Thankfgiving.' And fuch a 
Stbmkfgiving^ at fuch a Time, is the «ioft effica- 
cious Prayer to God for every Thing we want ; 
tficdciflhnum genus eft rogandi, gratias agere, Piim 
{Pan. Soch a Thankfgiving certainly is riot only 
* • feafonable » 
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ftafbnable, and. without Reproof* but imprcg 7 CH «ft 

tfatbdwkhaHBIefflngs^ .. .. \ v * . 

And is not that prepared Seafoa of lanipeakt 
Wy mote life aad Benefit *o his Followers, chat? 
any ioofi^ undetermined Opportunity of their 
own chufing ? who, for want of fuch a©' Ap- 
pointment from Cbriji himfelf, in the particular 
Externals of his own chufing, « would have teen 
Jeft in fo many different Minds, and % genera,} 
Difrtgard of any folemn Method for fuch- an 
important Memorial ; and, what? through the 
Multiplicity of worldly Affairs, the Tumults of 
Piffion, the Indolence of moft to ferious think* 
ing, and the Backwardness of all in confideriog 
fpiritual Things, would hardly ever otherwife be 
brought to comport themfelves with proper Se- 
jrioufnefs and Heavenly- mindednefs to the Divine 
Mercy, and the falotary Things figntecd there- 
by. 

«- • Can any Thing be more natural, more ex» 
aftly confonant to the Nature of Love, that alb* 
prevailing and conftraining Paffion, than upon 
joccafiod of the deareft Friend in the World takj- 
ing his Leave, and departing into a far Country, 
*o fay take this Token, this Pledge from M£ p 
Eat > Drink ? For all that the Perfoo who lover cm 
:do is, to defire of the Objefl: that he loves, no$ 
to be forgotten by Him. Thus the mutual lov- 
ing and beloved Objc6U live and dwell in eac^ 
other, though corporally abfent from one another 
But if God himfelf in whom is no fliadow of 
Forgetfulnefs or Change, upon every Shower 
lakes occafion, Gen. ix. 16. from looking on 
the Rainbow y the Token and Pledge of his 
{airing Covenant from Water, to Remember it to 
s our 
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CHAP, pur (afetf f what frequent Need has Man, who 

iJJo'* ** un * ca< ty M ^ a t cr » ofpofitive Tokens, of? 

■^^^ pointed Symbols, federal Pledges, of the everlafting 
Covenant of forgiving Sins in the Mediator, to 
Remember that Anchor of his Hope, and what 
maft be the correfponding Steerage of his fluc- 
tuating Condition ? 

How contrary therefore to Truth, and to the 
Nature of things, and to common Decency, does 
our Author in the Airs of Triumph declaim 
againft thefc Pofitives, as they are commonly 
called, of Chriftianity *? For he difcards, and ar- 
raigns them in the Lump, with abundance of oppro- 
brious Names, without ever affigning one Tingle 
Reafon or Argument againft them in particular : 
Which b (o much the more di&ngenuous and un- 
fair in a Champion- Writer, becaufe he knew thefe, 
with Faith in a Mediator, were commanded in 
particular \ whereas other Rituals and Externals 
of Divine Service, wherein he indifcriminateJy 
and injudicioufly includes the other three, arc 
commanded only in general. But by taking that 
M*thod» he thought he could not fail of his Aim* 
that his Readers would not mifs of applying and 

* All other pofi&vt Laws, Divine or Hainan, (the Law of 
the Pmjjfaer excepted, and other &ch-k'ke commemorative 
Laws)have Refped not to what is paft, but tp fet Bounds, 
and make Piovifion againft the future : But thefc are of that 
peculiar Nature* as to have Regard to what hpafi, as well as 
what is future ; and after Publication, fo far partake of a na- 
tural Law, as to be founded in Gratitude forpaft Mereae*, in 
order to reclaim from a bad Convention. They animate 
Repentance and Prayer ; which jointly and feveiaHy refpofi: 
what is paft, as well as what is to come; to give fas the 
•Knowledge of ourfelves, what manner of Perfons we fhould 
not have been, as well as what we ought to be. 

' ■ : • • • •: ; '■.♦..!:.♦ 

. - pointing 
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pointing in particular/ the Virulence of his gene- C£(AP. 
raj Satire againft thofe particular Obje&s of his VI - 
Difpleafure. ^^ 

Faith in a Mediator will be cpnfidered ia 
its proper Place. I am now concerned for th* 
other two. He hints at Baptifm once*, and make* ' 
it as ridiculous, and abfurd a Ceremony, as 
paring $f Nails. He hints lilcewife at the other; 
V. Sqppofing, fays he, fuch fymbolical Reprefen- 
" tations might be ocafionally ufed, (meaning 
" thole of the Lord's Supper, from the Words 
44 preceding) is it not incumbent upon the Par- 
€f ties concerned to appoint, alter, and vary tbeoi 
<c as Occafion requires f ? " If he means only al- 
tering and varying from the fuperftitiousand ido- 
latrous Corruptions introduced by the Church of 
Rom*, he has the Concurrence of all Proceftants: 
But if he intends Alterations and Variations from 
the.original Rule, it can't be granted. He had 
laid before J, " That in all Matters of a muta* 
" Me Nature (and he fuppofes aJl Peculiars of 
\ c Revelation to be fuch, in ContradiftinftiOn to 
" moral Things) which can only be confider'd 
" as Means, he [God] obliges Men to aft ac- 
4t cording as they judge moll proper for bring* 
*Mng about thofe [moral J Ends": But, I hope, 
not to. leave them at liberty to ufe them, or 
Mt • ufe them * to alter, and vary them at 
PJeafure/ 

He often involves them in the Cenfure of his 
indifferent Things * from which he would have 
the NcedtetiToefs of them inferred. But though 
the external Signs were indifferent before » I 

hope, 
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CHAP, hope, the interpofing Command of our vLori k> 
.Y*L, Efficient to deprive Men of their Liberty, as tb* 
^^^-the Indifference of ufing, or not ufing them after*- 
wards. He fays*, "-All Legiflators punifii the 
•* c Breach of the Religion of Nature, bem^ for 
" the good of Society ; whereas no Man rejects 
u any pofitive Infticution hknfelf, but is willing- 
" that all others (hould dofo to." Thb is talk* 4 
ing and diftinguifhinglike the moft ignorant Ci- 
vilian that ever deviated out of his Profeffion. 
For almoft every Civil Law Book might have' 
inftrufted him better, that the Number oipojtiive 
l<aws (infinite to reckon up.) have arofe, and 
continually will arife, either by Alteration of 
old, or Substitution of new ones, out of two 
Caufes, which perpetually mix with human So- 1 
ciety : i. The Neceffity of regulating, by their 
Help, the Difficulties and Incoftveniencies that 
arife, upon Variety of changing Circumftances, : 
hi the Application of natural Laws, fuch as can- 
not be provided for but by fofitive Laws, there 
being no Provifion or Regulation concerning 
them in the natural Laws tbemfelves. 2. The' 
iecond Caufe or Source of thofe pofitive Laws, 
h the variable IntrodufUon of certain Ufage* or 
Cuftoms (general, or particular ) efteem'd ufeful 
to Society. Now the natural immutable Laws, 
and the better Obfervance of them, are includ- 
ed and provided for in their • changeable various 
Circumftances, by thefe pofttive Laws\ one Pari 
of what they enjoin being a natural Right or 
Duty, whilft the other Part is of a fofiihe Na- 
ture. And if the Excellency of thofe Laws 
will eVer confift m the Influence and Tendency' 
they have in better governing and weHMwdering? 

f *V 54- 

the 
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die Society, which receive them for Laws, and CHAP. 
ought to put them in due Praftice : How admira- ^^L, 
bly excellent are the three JPofitives of Chrifti- ^^Y^ 
aoity, as they are fooqded upon the natural Lav 
of Gratitude, and keeping Engagement, and 
making Provifion for our frail guilty Condition 
in this World y to the Intent of fulfilling and 
obferving all the other natural immutable Laws 
to the greateft Perfe&ion we are able ? 

But he could not be ignorant, that no 
human Legislator punifhes for many of the 
Breaches of the Law of Nature ; not for Negled: 
o3f Benevolence, (which is his grand Law of all) 
provided it extends not to a&ual Injury, which is 
the only Objeft of the Punifhments of human 
Laws. As to the latter Part, we may readily 
believe both his Sincerity and Zeal likewife in re- 
jecting for himfelf, and inducing others to rejed 
the pofitive Inftitutions of Chriftianity. It would 
be injurious to his Memory, to imagine, that 
the Reafons of his Conduct were drawn from 
another World * but if he grounded his Contempt 
upon the Reafon he intimates, viz. their being 
np Ways conducive to the good of Society, he is as 
fardiftpnt from the Truth, as he was from the 
Obfcrvancc of fuch Inftitutions. 

For die very End and Defign of them is to 
promote Piety, Righteoufnefs, and Sobriety to 
the bigheft Pitch ; and Piety derives a Bleffing, 
and Righteoufnefs exalteth a Nation, and So- 
briety makes the mod ufeful, diligent Subjects. 
Befides, a due Compliance with them, lays the 
only fure Foundation for the moft extcnfive Prac- 
tice of Benevolence and Beneficence, which ren- 
ders Society happy to Perfection. As our Obli- 
# gations 
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€« A*, gations to Benevolence are drawn from the Law 
^*L,of Nature, they *e a Theory of the Mind, not 

^^^^"^perceived by all, and confequently not prodiio- 
rive of general Pra&ice ; but as k is iearn'd and 
Imparted in the Ordinance of the Lord's-Supper, 
it appears and diftinguifhes itfelf, indeed, in a 
Human Shape, and (hould carry with it more than 
human Perfuafion, upon Earth* 

What makes for the grcatcft good of every 
Individual, muft be for the greateft good of So- 
ciety alfo : But what greater good can derive to 
particular Perfons from thefe Indications, thaji, 
by their Means, to live in Innocence, and gene- 
ra! Love, and in theSenfe of God's Favour, and 
in the Joy of Mind, and Peace of Confidence, 
that he is our Friend ? That makes us love Mpi, 
and that makes .us keep his Commandments f 
Juftin Martyr, in his primitive Account of th* 
Lortfs-Supper, accordingly lays, diat the depart- 
ing Refolution and confequent Practice was mth 
totally, and almojl always, to remind one another of 
thefe Vbings*, u e. fuch prsdicalConclufionsand 
Emendation of Manners, fuitable to bis Com* 
mandments, which naturally flowed from com* 
meliorating their Lord in that Holy Sacrament -ft 
As Morality is the Tic and Happitiefy oF So- 
ciety, how dear to every Man (hould be the 

* "Hp«t §i*#r£ <iKv?«tof9»r ddriro* ***£**< *r*(u* 
pfrnffjtqMy. Apl- 1 1. f*g* 98. ia. Obedience to die Com- 
mand, «V wV &Jiu*W9 ft*. 

f Eufeh. Cbronum. frstWea ((peaking of PSnfs .fiunotH 
. Reprefentation to Trajan, of the ChriJtians fingtng an Hymn 
to Chrift before Day at their Emdbarifl) ad ttxfadnanfam Sf 
cifliwm <vtt<xri ab tis bomicidia, fiirttL, adultery** latrocbna^ 
bufimlia, 1. e. they joinVi in Jtexncjnbtance of their Cfc 
nxxant, and confederate DifcipUne at that Solemnity, " not $0 
<©mnut Mwrtor % jUttfttry, fbtf}, *r any fucb^ Crimes. 

v "»■ .- ..rMcana 
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Kfcins which bind that Tie the fefter upon ev*ry -CHAP* 
Wan*sMind, at ctfte n as it grows loofef And *J3L, 
bfefled aire they w&d hunger and thirft after fadh^^^ 
M&ms Afftighteoufiiefs, for eating and drinking 
they-ftall be'Atisficd. 

That our* Author, therefore, pick'd & 
needtefs Quarrel with thefe Means, is a flirewd 
Evidence that he was not at Bottom, a true 
Friend to his own Law of Nature * becaufe, if 
he hacT, he had certainly been better reconciled 
to theft beft of Means for obeying it, to the 
greateft Perfe&ion that human Nature is now 
capable of; cfpecially after natural Means failed 
of «ffe£ting it, as I have already dbferved. 

; As to what he fays of the Hurt and Prejudice 
occaifcmatty done to Society and particular Per- 
fens from thefe Means, it proves no more, than 
that the Abafe to which the beft Things s*re 
liable, is no Manner of Argument againft re- 
peating the due Ufe of them. All that he ha* 
rangues upon of the Want of Charity from the 
perfceutiftg Effects of k, fag. 45, &c. 84, &c. 
rij, &c. with many other Deviations from true 
Religion 5 they lie at the Door of the Church of 
ftome: Let them anfwer to God and Man for it. 
Tru6 Chriflianity and his own Country are un- 
concerned in any of his Imputations. Now if 
thefe holy Means have a Connection with, and 
the revealed Commands from Heaven have a 
namfeft Relation to the GOOD OF MEN, 
then Chriflianity having thefe Inftitutcs, and I add 
Failb in the Mediator Jefus Chrift for its Founda- 
tion^ muft, in conformity to a Teft of his own 
appointing almoft every where in his Book, be 
the true Religion^ and no left certainly revealed 
from Heaven, Especially, 
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CHAP. 

VI. Especially, if in the next Place* they arc 

^/^promotivealfooftheHONOUR OF GOD* 
which is his other Teft. Our Author * has the 
Aflurance to fay, that thqfe appointed Means 
* c have no Tendency to promote Righteoufnefs, 
<f Peace, and ' Joy in the Holy Ghoft, ahd 
€C therefore qtn't make us ferviceable to Chrift, 
* c or acceptable either to God or Man/* He 
muft neceffarily include thefe, by what he fays 
of the Law of Liberty in the preceding Page f f 
which he affirms " docs not confift in a Free- 
" dom from Things of a moral Nature, for 
* c that would be perfefl: Slavery ; but from all 
** thofe Things that are not of fiich a Nature/* 
But can any thing be more manifeft, than that 
thefe excellent heavenly Means fingularly pro- 
mote thte Thing* wherein the Kingdom of God con^ 
fip* Rigbteoufnefsy Peace* [of Confcience, . and 
Peace among Men] and Joy in tbt Holy Gboft%i 
be that in thefe Things ferveth Cbrift y is acceptable 
to God. And is not the Lord's. Supper in its 
Appointment both a ferving of Cbrijl, and a 
ferving of thefe Things of his Kingdom ? 

He makes honouring God. and Patriotifm; 
fynonimpus Terms || : Suppofing him in the 
Right in fo doing ; What does that conclude ? 
Nothing at all againft, but altogether in. Behalf 
of the Sacred and mod benign Inftitution of 
our Lord. For does not that, as oft as we have 
Recourfe to it, more practically and particu- 
larly, than his Law of Nature, extinguifh an- 
ting Enmities, put a Stop to Difcord, and kin- 

• P*& s 8 9- t ?fig* 3*8. t #'«• »▼. tit &*• 
I Pege 60. 

- die 
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die up univerfal Benevolence, which lay under CHAP* 
Embers? v VI 

Hb argues * the Abfgrdity oSPoJitives in Re* 
ligton, betaufe, as he imperfe&ly thinks all fucfi 
to be grounded upon and fuppofes a Chang? in 
Gtd. %€ f After Men had been for many Age* 
" in a miserable Condition, God thought fit to 
<c mend the eternal universal Law of Nature, by 
*' adding certain Obfervances to it, doc founded 
" in the Nature of Things " And elfewhere J, 
4< Whatever Reafon tells us is unworthy of hav- 
u ing God for its Author, can never belong to 
•* true revealed Religion. And whatever is wop- 
" thy of having God for its Author belongs to 
" natural Religion. It is upon this Plan, fays he, 
<c I have endeavoured to fhew wherein true and 
" genuine Chriftianity confifts." 

I t was our Author's unhappy Way of think- 
ing haftily, and by halves, upon the Nature of 
Things, that occafioned all that Trouble to him* 
felf, tn writing his Book* and that Danger and 
Unfettlement to his Readers in perufing his ma- 
nifold Errors and Mifreprefentations. Had he 
duly confider'd the Nature of God, or Man, or 
the Nature of the Relation between them i h? 
had never been fo palpably guilty of the Abfur? 
dines he falfly endeavours to throw upon th* 
Chriftian Revelations. 

He laid it down as a fundamental Truth, and 
therein I join with him, that every Work which 
proceeded out of the Hands of God, who is all 
perfeft in Wifdom, Power, andGoodnefs, muft 
be perfgff. in its Kind. Now, if Man was the 
* P<& U3» 114. t P*P 173- X *«* ! 97- 

Vol. I. O Work 
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CHAP. Work of his Hands, and was made amoral, ac- 
V 1 - . countable Agent, What is the Perfection of a 

^V*' moral Agent as fucb ? But to have all his Powers 
and Faculties adequately adjufted to obey the 
Will of his Maker without the lead Diipute, or 
Relu&ance; and to obferve the Law that he 
gave him, without any Failure ; only leaving 
him to the Liberty and Freedom wherewith he 
was diftinguifh'd and inverted, to chufe Evil, 
or Good, Difobedience, or Obedience ; for the 
Ufe of which Liberty, be was therefore made 
accountable, as an intelligent Agent, perfedtly 
fenfible of his Duty and Obligations how to a&. 
If he had chofe the Good of obeying, for his 
whole Duration, he had aftcd according to his 
Nature -, but as he chofe the Evil of Difobedi- 
ence, as has been related before, ftill he a&ed 
according to his free primitive Nature ; nor could 
God then have interpofed, unlefs he would have 
hindered Man from a&ing accordingly, orceas'd 
himfelf from governing according to the Nature 
of Things he had made ; either of which had 
been inconfiftent with his Divine Perfections. 

And if we are as fure that this mull have 
been the original Perfe&ion of Man, as we are 
fure God is perfect: It remains as demonftrably 
certain, as Matter of Faft, feeling Experience, 
and the Confeffion of all Men, can make any 
thing fo, that there muft have been a Change in 
Man, or a Fall from a State of Innocence and 
Integrity, to a State of Sin and Tranfgreflion. 
Since there is no where to be found in our fublu- 
nary World, thdxfirft Perfeftion of our Nature 3 
but infteadof it, in all Nations, and Places, and 
Perfons, a Condition and Constitution of Imbe- 
cility and Frailty towards our Duty, and the Law 
* that 
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that is given us. There is none that doth Good CHAP, 
without fome Mixture of Evil, no, not one ; VI - 
nor is there one righteous, free from all Blemilh ^^^^ 
and Defeft. 

Had our Author drawn up his Law of Na- 
ture into a written Syftem, (and it had very well 
became him to have built up fomething uniform, 
fince he was fo bufy in fulling down, p. 381 .) he 
would have found himfelf, in fpite of all his 
boafted Sufficiency of Reafon, wounded with his 
own Sarcafm, which he throws out fo often 
againft the Holy Scripture, the Letter killeth: It 
muft have been known to God and his own Con- 
fcience, that he was as much wanting in exadt 
Obedience/ as many of his Neighbours. Nay, 
in one or two Places he owns the Imperfeftion of 
human Nature; pag. 18; " Thus from theCon- 
" fideration of our own lmperfe£lions> which we 
" continually feel ; and the Perfections of our 
" Creator, which we conftantly find in all his 
? c Works, we may arrive at the Knowledge of 
cc our Duty/* Page 21. " I* this Life we are 
cc imperfed ourfelvcs," and by owning that, he 
acquits God of it, by his own Conceflion. That 
He is immutable in his own Nature, every body 
grants ; at the fame time none offer to deny, that 
Man was made changeable \ and confequently muft 
own he was the guilty Caufe of that great Al- 
teration, for the worfe, in his prefent Nature. 

It remains therefore plain to aDcmonftra- 
tion, that the Nature of the Relation between ~ 

God and Man, was changeable and mutahle • w 

in one of the Relatives; and that it was not, ^ 
could not be immutable* on Man's Part. And 
yet upon this falfe Foundation of if.% Immutabi- 
O 2 Uty 3 
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CHAP, fity, and that unchangeable Nature of Things, 
^•.has he confidently grounded his forry Rekfon- 

V| ^'*ings, or rather paukry Declamations againft the 
Revelation of theGofpel; and built up the falla- 
cious Syftem, the Hay and Stubble of his totter- 
ing Book; which will remain juft as true, but can 
be no truer, than the Principle he has fo laborioufly 
built it upon. How juftly do thofe opprobrious 
Reflexions fall upon his own Work? ** If God 
" requires nothing of his Creatures but what 
" tends to their good, whatever is of this Kind, 
" is a Superftrudture that belongs to the Law of 
" Nature; or in other Words, what the Reafon 
" and Nature of Things themfelves plainly point 
44 oQt to us ; and for all other Matters which 
" have no Tendency, you muft feek another 
" Foundation, another Nature very different 
" from the Divine, to build your Hay and Stub* 
<€ ble upon." Peg. $9. 

What he vilifies under thefe Names are no 
lefs than the diftinguifhmg Glories of Chriftia- 
nity above the Light of Nature. But whit feems 
to be the Foolijbftefs of GWin the Eftimate of thefe 
opiniative, prejudiced Men, will be found wifer 
than any of their Conceks ; and what they de- 
fpife as his Weaknef^ will be found ftronger than 
any of their Arguments. That they have a Ten- 
dency to the good of Men, has been proved al- 
ready, in Part ; and it Will be as apparent, that 
they are worthy to have God for their Author^ not 
only upon that Account, but becaufe they are a 

• Copy of the Nature of our Almighty and moft 

• ^ merciful Father ; and are exhibited unto Men 
~ for promoting die Hotmr and Glory of the Di- 
vine Majefty. 

With 
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CHAP, 
With what admirable (Economy and Wif- .J^Jl, 
dotn this is confulted and illustrated, and our v-< v^ / 
Notions of the Goodnefs of God, and all his mo* 
ral Perfe&ions and Attributes, rectified, and per- 
fected, will better appear, when I treat of the 
Mediator, who is the appointed Head of all the 
Means for accompliQiing the Religion of the End, 
which glorifies our Father who is in Heaven. 
Mean time, it may fuffice to wipe off fome of thq 
Afperfions catt upon thefe pofitive Excellencies of 
Christianity by our Author ; as if they were of no 
other Ufe in the World, but to diflionour God. 
But if his pretended Arguments absolutely and en- 
tirely fail of proving any thing like it; then he 
will be /bund to have been the Difhonourer of God, 
a Blafphemer of Him, and his true Religion. 

Now, though the Gofpel forbids nothing that 
the Law of Nature commands, nor commands 
what that forbids; it is no Confequence, that the 
Gofpel has made no advantageous Revelation, or 
neceffary Addition *, or chat the Addition it makes, 
mutt therefore be a Superfiiiion. . His Words are, 
PHr 57* f< Nor can any Thing be a Part of 
4< Religion by one Law, [the Gofpel] which by 
" the other ,[the Law of Nature] is Superftition" 
And immediately follows, " Nor can Revela- 
44 tion make that the Will of Goc|, which the Light 
4< of Nature continually reprefents as unworthy 
" [on Account of that Superftition] of having 
u God for its Author. 

H br e is a bold Charge indeed ! The making 

reveaPd Religion the Commander of Superftition. 

Men indeed, for want of ufing the Reafon and 

Confideration that God has given them, may take 

O 3 *» 
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CHAP, an Occafion that was never given them, to be 
^YJ^ guilty of Superftition, by miftaking the Means 
^^^as more neceffary than the End of Religion ; or 
by introducing Superftition, nay Idolatry into the 
Rites of it. But the Fault muft be in the Per- 
fons guilty, the Revelation is blamelefs, its Com- 
mands and Inftitutions have a plain Defign and a 
direft Tendency to the contrary. So far from 
corrupting Religion in its Means, that it is the 
greateft Improvement of the fame, as I have 
made appear. So far from giving wrong Notions 
of God as a Ruler and Governor ; that it illuftrates 
all the Perfedtions of him who is the moft wife 
and perfeft Governor over our moral World. 
Here are no Hieroglypbicks, nor arc there any 
Charms ; nor are thefe any mechanical Ways of 
Salvation ; nor is there any outward Shew capable 
of amufing or engrofling the Senfes, to the di- 
verting and disturbing the Mind. 

* What then can he mean by the following 
Paragraph, but to confound and impofe upon 
his Readers ? " If Men have been at all Times 
4C obligM to avt)id Superftition, and embrace 
" true Religion, there muft have been at all 
c< Times fufficient Marks ofDiftin&ion; which 
" could not arife from their having different Ob- 
" je&s, fince God is the Objeft of both ; but 
cc from the having different Notions of him and 
" hisConduft: Nay, allowing that the Light 
« c of Nature was fufficient to teach Men, that 
" true Religion confifts in entertaining fuchNo- 
" tionsofGod, as are worthy of him; andSu- 
M perflition in fuch as are unworthy of him; yet 
.*• that alone would not enable Men, when they 
" came to Particulars, to diftinguifh one from 
" the other: And, therefore, the fame Light of 

" Natur? 
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" Nature tnuft teach them what Notions are wor- CHAP. 
€< thy, and what unworthy of having God for iJ^Lj 
" their Author. But how can there be fuch^ rv ^ 1 ^ 
" Marks flowing from the Nature of Religion 
" and Superftition, if what is Superftition by 
" the Light of Nature, can, notwithftanding 
44 thefe Marks, be made a Part of Religion by 
" Revelation?" Pag. 119. 

Supposing the Light of Nature was fuffi- 
cient to teach Men what Notions are worthy, 
and what are unworthy of having God for their 
Author -, and fo to diftinguilh between true Re* 
ligion and Superftition: Why has not he by the 
Help of that Light of Nature, produced fome 
Inftances of Notions unworthy to have God for 
their Author, as applicable to tbefe Pofitives of 
Chriftianity under prefent Confideration ? He 
has very often, and as falfly as often, affirm'd 
fqch Calumnies againft them ; yet never once 
offend a fingle Argument, or the leaft Shadow 
of one to prove it. But if bold fenfelefs Affir- 
mations, are inftead of Arguments with him ; 
I hope they wont fo pals upon his Readers, who 
deferve better Treatment from fuch a pretending 
Reafoner, whatever thefe good and great In- 
ftances of Cfrrift's Religion h^vc met wich from 
hup. 

Th e y are indeed, as fet forth in Scripture, 
intended as an effectual Cure of all Superftition 
and Idolatry, which had mix'd, or can mix, k . 
with the natural Means of Religion in the Worfliip 
of God, through the Heathen, or the corrupted 
Chriftian World. That Baptifm was defign'd 
for wholly putting off, and throwing Idolatry 
afide, is evident, becaufe the idolatrous Nations, 

O 4 Epb % 
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CHAP. Eph.xi. 3. are called CMHriw ^ Wrath 1ft thfc 
vjY^ Apoftle's inoffenfive Way of joining himfelf in 
^"*^the Expreffion; but arc hereby made Children 
of the Covenant, and by Adoption Sons of God, 
and of Grace. That the Lt>rd?s<*Supper is intended 
as a Prefervative of our Communion with tht one 
true Mediator of Worfhip, againft Idolatry, and 
the Sijperftition of falfe Worfhip of God, from 
a. Communion with falfe Mediators (fuch are ail 
Damons) is plain from that of the Apoftl*, ye can- 
not drink the Cup of the Lord, and the Cup of De* 
vilsy ye cannot be Partakers of the LonPs Table, 
'and the Table of Devils. It is Very hard that the 
fovereign Medicine fhould be called the Pifeafe, 
and by thofe who feldom, or never try it; 

But how comes it to pafs, that his Light of 
Nature, fo fufficient as he lays it is, never yet iA 
allthepaft, nor in theprefent, (nor perhaps irt 
all the future J Generations of the Heathen Wdrld, 
lias been, or fhall be able to fupply Men with 
fuch worthy Notions of God, as to abolilh, or 
fo much as leflen the infinite Superftitions and 
Idolatries which have reign'd, to the Scandal of 
human Reafon, and the Pity of the Light of 
Nature? What pitiful Arguments then muft Kis 
be for deriving, generally, worthy Notions of 
God from the Light of Nature, when they run 
counter to Matter of Faft ; and all the World 
can contradift him, with a fafe Confcience ? 

Nay, I will add further, that thefe Pofttives, 
grounded as they are in the Faith of our Media- 
1 tor. dying a Propitiation for our Sins, were in- 

tended (and perhaps that is the Foundation of all 
%is Spleen and Diflike) to have cured him, and 
qll others of his w^y Qf thinking, of a Superftj- 

t'iOfl 
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don that they a&ually lie under Tbtmfdvtt, and CHAP* 
which they take no care to reform, whilft c hey^^- 
calumniate others with the Crime \ I mean their ^^^ 
ftlfe, flattering, overweening Notions of the 
Goodnefs of God, as Governor of Mankind : 
That jmaft certainly be Superftition, in the rrueft 
Account of it, which adds any Notion to any 
moral Attribute of GOD, contrary to what it 
really is ; and fo unworthy of it, as to have aft 
ill Effeft upon our Behaviour towards Him, our 
Neighbour, Ourfelves ; or, in other Words, 
46 to behave towards thte Religion of tlhe Meaii% 
Us to retard the Progreft of chfc Religion of the 
£nd. 

And if it is too true, in Fad, that Perfoi* 
-«f his way of thinking, l6ve to dfcfoihgirifh 
tthe/nfelve*, by accumulating more iNotiohs and 
Ideas to the Goodnefs of God, than is fconfiftcnt 
with his Wtfdom kigovetnihg the finfol Race of 
4VIen; ahd thence takeoccafton to think fo uft- 
worthily of the Divine Onduft, as not to allow 
him to reveal to the World fonie deterring 
Mark, nor any awful, affe&ing Monnrobnt of 
hisDifpleafurcagainft Sin, and of the foul Di£ 
honour offerM him in the Breach of his Laws \ 
which could not before, but might be-revttTd 
prcfently after theftrft Trfangreifion * *he Promt/* 
of the Remedy being the firft Davto, and feminal 
Principle whence all after Rcvdaoon>grew «p to 
maturity : If it is as bad an Ettrcrac so itoagine, 
that God is not difpleafcd at a jitft Provocation, 
as to think he can be atigry without a Caufe : 
And if thefe flattering *unworthy Notiorfsof God 
and his Goodnefs, have, toy dircft Tdnddncy, 
fo bad an IdfluetfceTipon thrir ownCfctadud, as 
to make them indifiweat te fincere Repentance, 
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CHAP, and Prayer to God ; and inConfequenccof that, 
^^^morc carclefs and indolent to the Perfomaoce 
^"^^of the Religion of the End •, their impious and 
ungodly Notion of Sin, being no Injury to God, 
and confequently harmlefs, precludes Repen- 
tance \ and inftead of Praying to Him, like 
other Men, with Ideas, Intercourfes, or Peti- 
tions cloathed with Words, invigorated and 
reallized with Prefential, verbal Addrefles, 
they content their indolent, no Devotion with 
Silently offering up Incenfe to their own conceited 
Fancies of his indolent Goodnefs : Such as no 
Governor would accept, or any Subject but 
themfelves offer to Confide in, or deceive them- 
felves by, how can thefe Men excufe themfelves 
from Superftition ? Or how pretend to enjoy 
true Religion ? What room then for that Ex- 
poftulation? Pag. 41. €( If Faith in God 
" himfelf no more than any other Ad of Reli- 
" gion, is required for God's Sake, but our 
" own; can Faith in one lent by God be reqoir- 
€< ed for any other End ?" I only wifti they 
would verily and indeed apply it to that End ; 
and then there would be an End of their Dilut- 
ing. 

Our Author is not fatisfied with heaping 
up thefe Reproaches, but accufes them perhaps 
'in an hundred Places of his Book, of being 
merely arbitrary, arbitrarily commanded, com- 
manded for commanding Sake, from mere Will and 
Pleafure. c * Where an inftituted Religion dif- 
" fers from that of Nature* its Precepts muft 
" be arbitrary, as not founded in Nature and 
" the Reafon of Things, but dependent upon 
" mere WiH and Pleafure." " * If Revelation 

• Page 99. 

^ c requires 
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f< requires more than the Relation of Things re- CHAP.* 
c< quire, it would argue the Author of it to be ^* 
C€ of a tyrannical Nature, impofwg upon his ^V^. 
" Subje&s." And he draws this Confequence 
from his fupprffcd Arbitrarinefs, 44 If God can 
" command fome things arbitrarily, we can't 
c< be certain, but he may command all Things 
" fo ; for though fome Commands (hould relate 
" to Things in their own Nature good, yet 
" how can we know that an arbitrary Being com- 
" man ds them for this Reafon ; and, confequent- 
" ly, fince an Arbitrary Will may change every 
€c Moment, we can never be certain of the Will 
" of fuch a Beiqg * " If God be ** an arbitrary 
" Being, what a miferable Condition will Man- 
" kind be in! Since an arbitrary Will might 
Ci change every Moment, and thofe Things which 
* c entitled Men to God's Favour To-day, might 
c< make them incur his Difpleafure To-morrow : 
<c Nay, he might at the fame time have a fecret 
€f Will oppofite to his reveal'd Will ; or might 
" have diiferAtt Wills for every different Perfon f. 

Thb Confequence is true enough, and very 
difmal, if the Premifes were true •, and there- 
for^ he ought to have been very fure of that, 
before he ventured to afperfe God and his 
Religion at that rate. I fuppofe he means by 
an arbitrary Command, fuch as has no Reafon, 
nothing but the mere Will and Pleafure of the 
Commander to fupport it. But this is very far 
from being the Cafe of the Pofttives we are fpeak- 
ing of, improperly indeed fo called ; becaufe 
that too much includes the Idea of what he im- 
putes to them. It has been before (hewn, in 
treating of them, that they have abundant Rca- 

fona, 
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CHAR fons, all tending to the Benefit and Service of 
"J^l, Man, for their Inftitution ; and that they have 

^V^a powerful, moral Operation upon us, for pro- 
moting both the Means and the End of true 
Religion. They are not good merely becaafe 
they are commanded ; but fuch is the Excellency 
of the Divine Commandments in the Ghriftian 
Revelation, that whenever they are generally 
obligatory, and fuppletory to the Law of Na- 
ture, they are likewife founded in, and adjufted 
to the Nature and Reafon of Things ; I mean, 
the changed State, the altered Relation, the fal- 
len, peccant, different Nature of Man, which 
was introduced into the World upon the En- 
trance of TranfgrefSon * reveal'd, 'tis true 
from Heaven to us, as to its firft Introduction ; 
but fo true, that our Reafon plainly perceives 
that there muft have been a State of Innocence ; 
and our Nature as plainly feels the Alteration 
to this Day. 

They proceed from the Interpofition and 
Favour of Heaven, as fecondary Laws ; but as 
much adapted to the new fecondary State of our 
moral World, as the Law of Nature proceeding 
from the Relation between God and Man,* was 
adapted to the primary State of Man, at his firft 
Creation. And as thefe Laws profefi to have it 
for their Aim and Defign, to recover Man to 
Obedience to the firft primary Law of the Reli- 
gion of the End, which is the Perfe&ion and 
Happinefs of his Nature, as far as Man is now 
capable of performing it 5 if the firft Laws are 
primarily moral, the other may fitly be reckon'd 
fecondarily moral; and ought to be obey'd as 
fuch, by all who are bleffed and acquainted with 
the Revelation -, they are not then arbitrary, 

but 
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bat holy, juft, and good, and as plainly// and CHAP* 
ufcful to the Eye of Reafon, as Colours arc evi- Vl - 
dent to the Eye of the Body. Like the Works ^V^ 
of God, .they carry in them the Marks of Divi- 
nity, being likewife founded in the Nature and 
Reafon of Things, firft made known, and then 
eafily difcern'd, by a Revelation from the God 
of Nature 5 wherein the Law of the Remedy ap- 
pears as much to be a Tranfcript of the Mercy 
of God, and the Nature and Perfection of the 
Mediatory God-Man, as the Law of primitive 
Nature is a Tranfcript of the other moral Per- 
fections of God, as will appear when I treat of 
the Mediator. 

Though a Man's Confidence does not fmite 
and challenge him for omitting Baptifm and the 
LortPs Supper, as it does for Omiffion or Tranf- 
greffion of the Duties and Obligations of natu- 
ral Religion 5 being each of them Matter of 
pure Inftitution and Revelation ; yet being wife- 
ly fuperadded, in Aid of our. impotent Nature 
in ufing the Means, and performing the Ends of 
Che Religion of Nature, inviting and engaging 
our own Concurrence; after the Invitation is 
dofed with, and the Engagement undertaken, 
profeis'd, and folemnly recogniz'd, they alfo 
fmite the Confcience into a Reformation, upon 
die Violation of the Vows and Promifes therein 
made, and repeated. % 

Thus Baptifm fcrves to reprefent and en- 
lighten us with the true State of human Nature, 
befet," as it is, within and without, by Tempta- 
tions and Enemies to Virtue. There is a Con- 
cupiscence to Evil, and there is likewife a Con- 
cupifctnee to Good, inherent to every Man 5 

1 Virtue 
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CHAP. Virtue being agreeable to the native Di&ates of his 
VI - Mind, approving what bears that Chara&er, and 
A^Y^ condemning the contrary ; for the Spirit as truly 
luftetb againfi the Flejh, as this does againft that. 

But the weakeft Part needs the moft Help- 
Help is brought by thefe Sacraments, folemnly 
calling out, lifting, and lifting up the Mind, as 
oft as it flags, to its due Elevation, Rule, and 
Redtitude, above all the oppofing Things in 
this World ; in Purfuance of the Paths of Vir- 
tue, and in Profpeft of its glorious Reward in 
Cbrijl. As the Holy Spirit is the Promife and 
the Privilege of entering into that Covenant, 
and of the Return of Prayers purpofely jnade 
for the baptized, in the Name of the Mediator of 
that Covenant ; fo the recognizing that Covenant, 
and the like Prayers for the Communicants, will 
be the renewing in the Mind that blefled Privit 
lege and Affiftance, in the Lord's Supper. And 
though Repentance goes before Baptifm in the 
Aged, and Repentance and Prayer precede the 
other Sacrament, yet they both receive their 
continual Encouragement and Vigour from the 
laft : Men go on, and grow up in the Confir- 
mation and Strength of Virtue and Godlinefe ; 
and refrelh themfelves by times with Joy and 
Confolation, in the due Ufe and Repetition of 
the laft. Though one Sacrament enters the 
Man into a State o£ Pardon and Salvation, it is 
the latter that recognizes and Jecures the former, 
till our Lord's coming again. 

The Inference therefore that our Author 
draws from Dr. Prideaux\ Words will be of no 
Service to his Caufe, though he repeats the 
Words three or four times, and lays the Strds 

of 
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of aTouchftone upon them, pag. 384. and elfe- CHAP* 
where. The Words are thefe, 4< If the Gofpel v *- 
44 varies from the Religion of Nature in any par- V ^V^5 
44 ticular, or in the minuteft Circumftance, is 
44 contrary to its Righteoufnefs ; that is ftrong 
44 enough to deftroy the whole Caufe \ and make 
44 all Things elfe that can be faid for its Support, 
" totally ineffectual." Had he beenfo iu&, as 
to have cited the Words immediately following, 
they would effc&ually have confuted the Argu- 
ment drawn from that Authority. " But it is 
44 ((ays he) fo far from having any fuch Flaw 
44 therein, that it is the perfe&eft Law of Righ- 
44 teoufaeis which was ever yet given unto Man- 
44 kind ; and both in commanding of Good, as 
4 ' well as in forbidding Evil, vaftly exceeds all 
" others that went before it, and prefcribes much 
" more to our Practice in both, than the wifeft 
4< and higheft Moralift was ever able without it 
44 to reach in Speculation." 

I t is certain, that the Gofpel does not vary 
from the Law of Nature in any particular, or in 
the minuteft Circumftance, contrary to the Righ- 
teoufhels of that Law * but, on the contrary, 
promotes it in every Particular, and in every Cir- 
cumftance; commanding what that commands, 
and forbidding what that forbids \ ftill it does 
not follow that the Law of Nature and the Got 
pel are the fame, or that the laft adds nothing 
more effeftual and explicit to the firft. He 
knew in his Confcience, that the Gofpel recom- 
mends and enforces Baptifm and the Lord's Sup* 
per, the Do&rine of the true Mediator, and the 
RefurreSion of the Body, as its peculiar Excellen- 
cies, unknown to his Law of Nature. And every 
Body elfe does them that Justice, as to confefs, 

that 
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CH Af* that by their Help, they can do all $biHg$ thmgb 

Yf- Cbrift thus Jlrengtbening tbem+ as well Repentance 

^V^and Prayer, as the Religion of tfee End iti nil its 

Branches, impracticable by Apofiates {\em Chri* 

ftianity. 

Iwouid therefore aflc his Admirers, wh* 
ther they believe he has thrown out all thefc bitv 
ter Reflexions againft ther Religion of his Coun* 
try (sot true, becaufe we are born to it* but be- 
cause ic approve* itfelf to be the true Religion 
that came down from Heaven, agaipft all Argu- 
ments to the contrary) ign^ntly^ or wilfully? 
If ignorantjy, he dcferves to be contemned for 
knowing no better •, if wilfv*lly> to be fhunn'd as 
a wicked Writer. 

B v t I hope, tho ? he ridicules Miracles as any 
Teftimony, pag.16^ 170. they will, upon better 
Corrfideration, perceive there are internal E^cel* 
lencies, moral Truth, and Evidences of thefe 
Chriftian Doctrines, fufficient to prove them to 
come from God : And as they carry no Notions 
with them unworthy to have Him for their Author^ 
. they will, upon our Authors own Plan, pagi 197. 
admit them to be true and genuine Chriftiantty. 
He, in part, confeffes the Ule of a Revelation : 
44 But firft I muft premife, that in fuppofing an 
44 external Revelation, I take it for granted, that 
44 there is fufficient Evidence of the Perfon's be- 
44 ing fent from God who publilh'd it : And I 
44 further own, that this Divine Perfbn, by living 
" up to what he has taught, has fetus a noble Ex- 

4< ample. This, and every Thing of the fame 

44 Natufe, I freely own, which is not incoflfi- 
44 ftent with the Law of God's being the fame, 
*• whether internally, or externally reveal'd." 

Pag. 8. 
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P<K. S.Andelfewhere, " It migbt,bc agr«eaUe.CHA)». 
" to the. Divine Gaocjaefs, to fend Peribhs toyZhZ. 
** recal Men to a ftri<5fc Obfervancc of the. Law of V"Y7 / 
c< Nature." Pag. 256V %| 

But what Need of fuffic'unt Isvidence of fuch 
aPerWs coming from God, when he means 
nothing by Revelation but the Republication of 
the La,w of Nature? That is another of our 
Author's Inconfijiencies ; he affirms every where* 
agreeably ;o the Scope of his Book, that the 
Light of Nature is that all-fufficient, all-perfe& 
Guide for Ending out the Law of Nature, or his 
Gofpel ; that he that runs may read, and as cer- 
tainly and unerringly as the Eye diftinguiffies 
Colours, or the Ear Sounds. What occafion 
then forfufficient Teftimony ? Would he have Mira- 
cles.wafted upon proving that which no body 
could mils of? It is not the Republication of that 
Law which is, fo jnuch wanted, nor yet an 'Ex- 
ample of exalt Obedience to it, which is very 
valuable : But tbofi very Things, which our Au- 
thor either ignorantly or wilfully rejefts and 
abufes, and what every Body elie means by 
Cbrijtianity , thofe cocpfor table and divine Means, # 
which God in his gr^ao Mercy and Compaflion 
has appointed for laying Sinners, i. e. all Man- 
kind y bqpg t^uioft fcaibnable and effectual 
that can j*5q»ly be ©ro^ofed for alluring Men of 
thePardotrof^heir Suis, and yet at the fame time 
fecuring better. Obedience to the Religion of the 
End. *_'.,- 

And therefore <fc is intreated of thofe fieijis 

that they would, and Wis hoped that when they 

have confider'd better of the Connexion of thefe 

worthy Means with 'that noble End, they will, 

TOfp&I- P for 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CfH : A^P. for the Sake of that noble End, and for their own 
^jyL. Comfort and Advantage every Way, think them 
^"V^wW thy* Of all Acceptation. Hiey tjiuft contcdve 
an Indignation "againft Our Author, as a Com- 
mon Enemy to Mankind, (poffefs'd as they were 
with an univeifal Perfaafioh that God in his^rcat 
Goodnefs can interpofe in their greateft Exigence) 
when in his arrogahc l)i£tature to God hmYfelf, 
'out of his Light of Nature, he tells them u what 
** he can, or cannot command," pag. $9. rmply- 
* ing the ImpofRbility of the Grace, or Revelation 

of , filch Things ; and all upon the fiMy. 'ftiipSJ, 
baffled Foundation, as it follows, becaufe " * God 
•!' is immutably the fame for ever** 

An d feeing he offers no better Rea/bns for 

TeCtingafidethe moft rational Syftem of corfrpleat 

true Religion, thkt is in the World \ they v<ta!d 

think it high time to alter their Opinibn o# their 

TWo Oracles, and tteirPerfbrinaricfcsi ftt tkem 

' both afide,' and Becoriie true Chrifthuis. * 
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CHAP. VII. 

9&" CHOICB, Ka/APROJNTMBNT »/ 

J • jfc MEDIATOR. 

! T is natural for , $very Sinner, L e* 
k every Wan, to .confefs, from the 
feeling of Jib awn Experience, that 
Sin and Tranfgreflioft creates a 
Strangenefs and Diftance between 
God and hjmfelf, pore or lefs, according to the 
Quantity aed Quality of his QfFeqpqs \ and, th^c 
a JLoadof confeious Guilt, by a kind of centrifu- 
gal Propenfity, carries him from the Center of 
his chid Go^d ; not eafy to be rpcover'd, or 
brought round again to hi£ proper Sphere, with- 
out fome powerful Attraction intervening. For 
that Strangenefs and Diftance would other wife be 
gathering Strength from the Law, which is the 
Strength of Sin ; and from our Weaknefs in not 
being able to keep it with an exad Obedience. 
The Law 44 b*ly 9 juft^ and good, and becaufe we 
arc not like ,to it in Qpmplianjce, it condoms the 
Confcicnce.^f Guijt, and delivers it over to Pu- 
nilhment. 

It has been lr obferv , d before, that the natural 
Means of Recovery, Repentance, ' and fraycr, 
bad in a manner loft their Force, were become 
lifelefs and difpirited ; operated as incompetent 
Means; or, at beft, but as iacompkte ones. 
P 2 This 
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CHAP. This introduces the Need of the Mediator, Chrijt 

~ y u^>Jcfus\ who is the eflfcatidus ^eaji 1 fcf >H%e 

^V^ Means for recovering Man to the Perfofrttence <X 

"the "Religion of the End, according toother Ability 

of his prefent State. ' '" ''*■ v " 

And as the Idea of a~ MEDIATOR ton- 

\/ilfa in'tiot being, a Mediator, ex partt % ttot.lfe- 

tween two, 'God%n&Mqi: The firft Enquiry fc, 

who (hall appoint this Mediator ? Th&Anfwer is, 

GOD. . Jobwas fenfjble of this* ^ He m isjiotB 

' Mhnas 7 am, ibat \ Jhould anfwer him, s a#£ lie 

ffjould'come together in Judgment. Neither, is there 

any Days-Man fpOTrirw, Umpire, ^Mediator in 

" LXX.) betwixt us, thai might lay hh.Huildtifton 

: * u s both. If one Man fin again ft another,* God [the 

* civil' Magiftrate, one of the caRed-Gods in Scrip- 

* ture]Jhall judge bim ; 1 ' but if a Man Jin againft the 
. Lord ? wblf Jb'all in'trtqt for bim f? 'The New 
'^Telftament'givcs in the adequate AnJWer : Whb 

indeed* fliould' appoint," but He who was to ar- 
~ce.pt ?~ How much foever the Interpofition of a 
^ Mediator may be to the Satisfaction "of the of- 
: fending Inferior, ^nd to the Relief oF his' Wifhes 
-aiid DiftreflesV yet : the Homur of the Superior, 
" the Heay^nty King, upon the Reparation of 
1 which aU depends, is fo much at bis Choice, that 

* jfione but he was proper, none but he fcould have 
: any' Authority to determine it. Man coold With 

(Certainty pitch upon none but whom he' was ac- 
quainted with ; but every one of his own kftKl is 
„ too mean a,nd incorppetent to be thought of> 
1 Therefore. God 'feeing there was none to help, 

* "laid help upon one, a mighty one, unknown to 
; its; the Soh of. his Bofom, the next to Himfttf. 

' * *-7^Mt* 32,33. •+ -r $«m* ii. *aj.- - ! ' 

' — - Hf 
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c. t -i ,:•.■•."-..'. " . CHAP.' 

j;! H;E,isi^ l .^f«^ Pasty, and, confequently ^Y 1 *-^ 
.^QW3,he&i£e Pegree of his. own Difpleafure, >^. ^ % , 
and. w^ac Terms of Reconciliation wilj appear to 
the rational World moft glorious io m himfelf ; at 
the fame time they, are moft advantageous, unto" 
Man. , ; Be$dcs, he is a Superior of that infinite 
Bjttance,, that any Terms, practicable by Man* 
h^dbccft favour and Condelcenfion enough'/ tW 
never fodifficult of Performance. And every 
$qyer£igni when inclined to fhew Favour to a 
^ebcJlious Sifbjcft, has an undoubted Right to 
pKOfoJe tfre Conditions, and appoint the Terms, 
Upon. which, he (hall be taken into Favour, and 
to what ; Degree of Favour. If no Terms had 
keep puSlllJbal for the Rebel to comply witfi, as' 
a^pjublick^Slatisfa^lion to the Sovereign, there had 
been no Reconcilement \ or, if he took" other 
I^etho^wliiclx he thought, properer to reinftate 
hupfeljf*. there qould be no Hopes of Favour, 
becaufe no Compliance to iht'Tenn's that Favour 
was conditional upon. It is the Appointment 
therefore v :o£^hp. Terms, that, gives 2fe/*£.coa 
Sxatexif'^ccoqcifiacipn, and' without that there 
could be Ji<j Right to, nor Claim of Favour. 

:i .4^ 'Mm* therefore, can't pretend' to Be'thtf 
bfiendtcj Party, ( it muft fee 'a, gre jt Prefumptioii 
in Prions of 9}ir Autho^ Way of thinking*, to* 
Jqcrpacl^pqn this <;ommon. Right of the fpve- 
rejgi) .J^prd Qi the Univerfe, by refufing to corn* 
ply with bw known Terms arid Conditions ; arid 
iubftitutio^ pthers (hort of them, '(as will after- 
y^arids^app^r) I,mean bare Repentance, and D<> 
pendapce upqjh th? Goodrich of God, exclufive 
p( Faith in th.e $fc£ator % as alUfufficient to make 
(h^irP^e.withihim, upon their own Bottom, 
P 3 What 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



2V4 0EISM 1 d'Bri^BATn^ 

chaK " J 

VII. What though God is every tfrhere preient, 

V ^V V ^ hearing the Prayert;;of all mortals, djQQgh he i* 
riibre willing to heat thpri we to pray •, can that be 
a good reafan'tofuperfede the need of a Media- 
tor? By the feme argument, the prayers of the 
iupplidint woiilii likeWife be fuperfededi feeing 
he knows all his wants, and is able Xo ; relieve 
without his application. But the appointment of 
a Mediator* gives the fupplicant a true notion of 
the Nature of himfelf as he is a Sinner^ and aHb 
of the Nature bf God, being Holy, as. well as 
good ; and that therd can be no approach nor 
communication between the Purity of one na* 
fure and the Sinfulnefs of the other, biit by the 
Intervention of him, whom he appoii>t<d re- 
concile all Things unto himfelf, whether the f be Things 
in Earth , or Things in Heaven. Through whoife 
Mediation therefore he forgives #ftat * our Con- 
science is afraid of, and gives more than we dc- 
fire or deferve. 

But by thei> falfe, disjointed Notion of the 
Gdodnefs of God to the exclufion of biMHfoIinels, 
they Undervalue and difparage* the Dhrinc Ap- 
pointment 5 under a falfe Shew of Humility, they 
arrogantly take upon themfelvefc to difbonpur all 
tfhe Divine Attributes, 'concerned in thfc Govern- 
merit of Men $ and endeavour to deprive Man- 
kind of the greateft Cotaforc and Blefling in tin's 
World. Where Man is indeed the offended Party 
(a9 Is bfcen the Cafe between Man and Man) he has 
ah undoubted Right, in Virtue of the Injury he 
• has received, to depute his Own Jildgmertt of, or 
Satisfaction expe&ed for it, to an Umpire tf bis 
b wh cbuftng, fdme third Per fon, more righteous and 
impartial than himielf in fuch aCafe: But in the 



other Cafe, there is neither natural Equality, nor. CHAP, 
received Injury to be pretended, on ManVSide/' ^ Ifi '' 

I r is jult and fit then, that God (hould hwp: 
the Appointment of the Mediator, .on that atooinje 
Perfon, who was tq adminifter to him in Tbin^ 
pertaining to, bimfelf And tio Perfon takttb ibk 
Honour to bimfelf * but be that Is called . or accepted 
of by Gad, . Now no Man knowelb the Things of 
God 9 bifi. the Spirit of God \ therefore no Man 
Vpjuft prefume to think of any JVJediator, but 
whom his Spirit revealeth. Jrfys very appointing. 
and acceffinghim is an un?ontdftablp Argument of 
his Lov^cTthe Worlds an<J of his previous re- 
lenting WeifCy for pardoning penitenf Sinnefs t 
and.ofhfl being the* Saviour of the World •> and 
in Qonfrauence of his Appointment, fending him 
into the World to illuftrate all his moral, briglpdty: 
Perfe£tions ? before Angels, Mten and Sinners, in 
that chofea Method of doing it. 

Aft'»r God had been fo gracious to grant a 
New Teftament or Covenant,, and fomt Surety of 
that Qovenant had been require^, and the Choice 
of th^f Surety, left to Man y Man muft haye chofe 
Ibme obnoxious Scrub l&s*himfelf, neither barm- 
lefs nor und(fil$d) nor wtbotjt , m$ny Sim^ to be 
fure fomebo^y that wouldbc partial to Man,.with-* 
out due Flegard to pod's Honour, and Dignity ; 
and therefore jjuftly refutable, by God, as beinj* 
himfelf as much indebted to hi|n, in the vindic-. 
five Part i of hij Law* as ttyfe hf pretended t$ 
engage; |or 1} ox undergo any thing jn their Stead j 
and confequeiitly too, partial, and unequaj to be 
any thing like a Mediator > or Atoneri For any 
Sinner,./* *. >my Man jo pretend ta atone, for 
Sin, is to add Sin to Sin, in lieu of atoning foe 
r « •; .' • ^ ^ , • -It; 
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fcfaiitAx: * AhtJJn this, the great Pre&ftiptibo inAtnth 
cVh^rti Iniquity of Wlairj feem*fco«>nflft* hlnity 
^V^nmi Parts in a Hundred of the Idoktry . of the 
World confuting in the C&fc? and W<*Jbi$i 
: 6f a /^ .Mediator between God and tehi. 
Stich wrong Introduction, or fafife Foundation 
^ eoming to God embues the tohbleSyftem of 
WorfKip and Service with falfe Fears, and Hopes * 
•with irregular, impious Prayer, with no Repent- 
ance, or that which is fallacious; inftiort, with, 
all Sorts of artificial Methods of makingMen re- 
ligious without Virtue, i. e. without Religioa. 
Idolatry (the fame may be faid of Saperfi^Dqr) 
being nothing elfe but an Equivalent, indented by 
Men, and encouraged by the Devil, ' to Satisfy 
the Confcience, and at the fame Time indulgfe 
the Flefh, therefore call'd its Work- 9 becaufe in 
the Nature of Caufc and Effe6t, a Debauchery 
of the Morals, follows a Debauchery t*f the mac 
Mediator/ When Man, riot God, attemjtfs' tb 
appoint and take upon him to affiga a Mediate* 
of his own Head, the IftUniion of ferving, or the 
pretended relative WoHhip of the troe God) 
through- whatever : qncommanded'-Mediators of 
Ihterceflion, or before* forbidden Images of any 
$&rt,, is equally the Sin of Idolatry,, the Thing 
that God hateth ill the World over, in Heathen; 
<or in Popifli Countries: For Was thdt fatfciitu»; 
or -that relative Worihip fafflcieatto excufe from 
idolatry^ tjiere Cbuld be:ho fuch Thing as Idolatry; 
in the World ; befctafe the Htatbensin their HoW 
Images, or Statues equally di ft ingulfh^d and; pre- 
ffended Relative Worfhip ultintecejy to the ; So-f 
premeGod, as^nudiat rhtPajiiftj.. ' r 

.'But when" God appro? d the Surcfy;liim^ 

k\t 9 he obliged himfelF to accept him; paying 

.is * v * 4 0W R 



dawnthccDebt of our. Pqm&mcn^ ,(che/Mulft QJ*A*.> 
Mof -Death) ipw$ly*nd abfoiurely, cm ^-^ # vJ^Lx 
ipbimf,/«nd to *ek$fe<;«s from it; Thf Debt**** 5 
of ijtttkibeing thus paid by the Mediator, 4c- 
knowfedgrmnta are-due both to him whopajnL 
k forms, and fcfpecially to him<whe;4tt^/J : tbe 
Tender of focb Payttenc, la .acquittal of tltt, wy?j? 
eonfequeoccs of that Debt ; (berfin+ ar, now itu y 
that thi Son of Man it tforifad^ and God is glorifud 
inbim, Johnxiii; 31. whilft weiiill areJeft to 
pay, and every Mao does aftually pay. tho rem- 
potary frne* the Separation of Soul and Body* 
jet the Redemption*/ the Body bemg effq£bed by 
fefch, we are jtvftify'd in the itafy from, the fecoo^ 
«p evtrlafttng Death, as well as in the Soul from 
Stow t • 

' A Nro9 hft who tffcs called and made Choice of* 
was no left willing to pepffer himfelf to the Work* 
Ic is ttieCreditor, not the Debtor, who A43 the 
Choice of the Jwr^/y. Therefore the Mediator if 
the new and better Covenant, theHUgfcPrieft of 
our Profeffiori, was called* confecr&tgd, inaupttaHd 
fey God him felt In apetfeft Reaone^kifitiiC bft% 
tmsctifueb a Superior and. Itfforios, ihsxs muft 
be honourable Terms . provided -for; the former* 
or iien* at all. - T3te Propo&l of thamift 9U Rea* 
fen, Deference, and Decency, muft always and 
only & allow'dito come.froRith^^^^w/e* 
ricfr t Forafmuah te that m the onljr Way he £*& 
jn HonoUr treat, or be* treated Vitfc. Having* 
aitigW u> 6u£ Obedience whicb We coottnued 
hot in ;. a. Right m lour Governor ftill remain *d 
in him, to reclaim «*td Homage aodDuty, by; 
any Methods of Grace ht liked beft, without con- 
frlmgm . . '•.". ' V 

*■:*' •-;» Because 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



.Y*JjL, * Bb.caus* our BUfcoefs. k to; obey, .not offer 
^^^W.m}p Ama^onfrifljtht Terra* o£*$A8cfc 
€*&fi.y «ot propound* but rsceiye Co#duioas Qjf 
Jtacc* what&cverGod, ar,t^;lVfedi^tor fc^f >yt 
bm» .ftalk svvoaL to be hi* Will and PleaTurc, 
Thus the Projwrial regularly carat*, as it <£d, t Jrfc 
from him priqc^ally, who. was pHnc&q&t offi^d: 
•d, r. * Gad the Kathet. For tbia Rea&n tbcj 
Qc(jpels r .efperially St.. Jt>b'n% fo very much r^ 
prefa^Ch^ft tobe-tfaeSON Of GOD, jCrt 
fretn God r or the Fatter* for ,thw f Iv 5»fe 
Shewing die De&rine to he of God &e. 2##«r f 
not from the Meffiah hitnfelf v muck left a £g ? 
*rtatidnfeom Ficfh and Btoo/k bof from, ( ^^ 
<&r *, Though the G0#>*/j and Afts of the Ajpfl* 
.ftlcs don't mention the Word Mediator^ they.de- 
fcribe biov ia Terms equivalent, , As Son of Gpd 9 
snd Sm tfMau ; zsjaving qsfrtm, $ur. Sirn^ giyj* 
ittg- bu Lsfem Jlanfmfvr nwy ;. and his B|oodj 
tie Bfod tftbe.Ntw. Ttjhfrcnffor iU, £*«fos^ 
Sins*\ oc&prtach'wg Kcptnian^xn bis Nam* Jo all 
ibi HfyrldfoK Rmifjimof Sim *>.and:a$. procqryjg 
all Bfeffiraphlxi' thofc who pray far them in bi\ 
Nadk *: * An/ e&Mm Jhoxld. bom^r bim, ev$n qi 
tbiy btwott* tbmJ?atbt*r aod*f.*6^ &#*uf 4t enci 
JhwWMfar.vtfb in tbe otbtr f \ ; and the preach- 
., v- ., .. . j log 

> A»/xvi::!^ 44, r N* Mta 

dUt4M^«a&mtj< accept dte^a^ier, which # ba^ fent me, 
draw hih* Bqeafiilf a. Mediator 0.T Advocate, {n whofeNamo 
*11. things were; tP, bV done, is not an ^dVocate or Mediator of 
one ; but God [the Father] k'one Mrty^ and*Maa the other* 
he is not a' Mediator between God and God, or fyfan n& 
Man, bat God afid Man; fct G*4fctag peceflarily but one f 



thp othe/ P^muftJ* Map. | If; )$ou fa^r two Angles of a 
Triangle, you are coniequentiany < 



irawn to know the other. J 
f See the Reaibns why the Gofpels were not, 6euU)»ot bt 
fo explicit as the Epiftles. Bijbop of Undone PaJ. 3, f*g< 
' s ;jr..i i 18, 
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ing the Word of Reconciliation, i. e. preaching CBfcAE) 
Peace by Jefus Cbrift, be is Lord of all, that <he J™L 
Cimrcbes vttrt purcbtfed*by bis Bhod* ArribtiSfl^^^^ 
Mpr/iks, Which vtr? often e*pi*fl^iawiifon*d!^ 
Mediator, r£prefent God in Cbrift reeoniilitig Jfi&rf 
World to. bimfelf % wheifwe are faid ? to be favtd by 
Grace, through Pdilh, hHhkMTediator, notofwr*. 
felve^ itjs.tb* Gift of God f: For which Reafart* 
Faith is affirm f dto come frtrh'HifaVirig i HeariA£ 
from the Word of God ; the Word of God from 
Stndirti ; nttt of Man; bur God's fekdhig his Son* 
(fo often called the Ward) whd fenr his Apoftles, 
Whofcht others to perpetuate theGofpel of Peace, 
or the Word of Recbriciliarion between God and 
M&T, t<r thd End ep the World. And becaufe 
tivrLw ft Jefus Chrift is the undcrfcakiag Head d> 
ill the Means of Keconciliariotv and Salvation, 
therefore arts we fometimes fainted and WeflM 
tith'theCr/twof Gwf * fbnftetfww with die Grate 
If okf Lord Jiftti Cbrl/&t\g\f p Wk* «* *• 
Ends propofed from this Appointment, will befc* 
appear under the Office of our Mediator, as fooa 
* wfe have prwtoufly conflderM, • 

'rt;*4,'&* $%,'&(. ttd^8„«f. where lite Qpinipft' of 
tfeofe [ #h*ii»kt ti&G9#*U dto oniyr or chief Knk o£ f aitk, 
isdearhrft&taL. 
* JfoK.xi. 8. Hrf.x. 10. ' ' 

fib**, x. ic. ) 

v t Xm, xfi; 2t£ ' I C*.' fllL £f. Qrf. wi iE« 4jph 
vi. 24. PW. ir. 33. sT^iik »4* §8* aft****. aa# 
?bikm.z$. 
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c h a p.* viil ; / 

$be x Nature and Per/on of the Med i at o jL 

j T is neceflary to confidcr the true Jhh* 
} : if«r* of this appointed Mediator, :be* 
caufe that is the Ground and Qpali* 
fication for all his falutary Offices* 
andthenrtre weareapprizedof that, 
the ftronger ahdtnorc confident will be our Faith 
in the other; : For fuch is the moft admirable 
Reafbn and WiHoci of theDivine Appoiatn)oft^ 
in laying his- general Laws and Commandment* 
fe firmly: W the Nature tf Things, ar to fecwe all 
'ritofeg^odEflfe^^ which God, or Man couW 
ocp^afronurfiem.: His Providence has frequently 
reveal'd and difcptfer'd the Nature of Things for 
the Benefit of Man, which was unknown before, 
fcutthe^rabd View*nd Ptejed rif all his RfiVA4 
!itk*s|njrpoleiy $v*ri v to timv£bHdreft of Met*; 
at fundry Times, and divers Manned <rfaai fbUy 
to unfold the Nature, iu^^ldkeO^oes^tlus 
orighty^Pesfdity the.Qupcaki lof ^wion^ fa 
H&thbf c ahd FiMQftr <tf <*ur Fakfe - .. • f • ..-.« 

Without Revelation afiifting, our Reafoa 
could not have found it out, but after it is difco- 
ver*di it needs no Affiftance to perceive it agte^r 
able to the Nature of the heft constituted MedU- 
tor, that the Reafon of Man, or even the Wif- 
dom of God coukldevife. Thus a Revelation 
/i * - : 1 J from 
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DEISM Dj»Li8*4TE#. **$ 

• from a fuperior Reafon, the Perfection of *}1 CHIP^ 
Reafon, may kindly difcover to, inftruft, and W£. 
iiftprove inierior, weaker Reafon, as (if gr*£^^^^ 
-lyings "may be cofflpar'd to faulty a Sir J/Cm* 
.■ Newton may make . a Difcovcry in the natural 
World ; and when, and after difcover'd, the in- 
ferior Reafon of all Men may approve, and re- 
joice in it as accurately and harmonioufly a4juftcd 
to the Government of the natural World, as the 
other is to the moral And if natural Light 
corfld not have reach 5 d the Difcoyery in one Cafc» 
-asut might and did in the other ; is not the Rea- 
fon of Man infinitely benefited and obliged for 
the Illumination, and Salvation of fuch a Dip* 
covery-i Perhaps, this mighty. Deliverer, this 
Wtardif-God* may, by his Condefcenfioj} to their 
State and Nature, be the Saviour of many other 
lapfed embpdy'd Spines in the manifold Syftcmj 
ofnthBttUnhreffc-, for he is reprefented not .only 
fmtbfat and ttut % )M to favemMjLNY Crawm % 
end uNume written* .that no MAN knew hut* hip* 

I'M -1 ■..'•.- • 

' Ebpectamt, imce by tU the ableft Judges of 
Rtofan, it rauft be > unanimously agreed, upon f 
thorough Examination, chat the fitteft and naojfc 
compk tfc Mediator between God and Man, ought 
certainly: to becenftitweed, juft as th? Revelation 
reprefems, of the two Natures of both, and equally 
partaking of each* SonofGod, tndSwof.faanh 
as the Medium of Communication, and the Cen- 
ter af-Recondtitatfiorvexa&ly placed between both. 
The two Natures' united together, doVt.ipake.a 
middle Nature, but a middle Pecfon ading by 
rhefc two Natures* with Men, he is the Repre* 

*• ■ .«■.,• 
• ' f Rro.w* u^n 

"' l fent^tive 
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CHAP, fcntathw of God •> with God, thcJRapifefotettft? 
^^j^^^Men^ AshfrhasthcNatofcofiMan, hediffors 
^^^fitiin God lie tacdiate* wfch * and kiting the 'Na- 
ture of God, he differs from;Man; fiet^gthtts 
conftituted, he is fare to do equal Juftke to both 
'Barries, at 'Enmity j How fhoold he not do 
light, how can he poflibly wrong us; who are 
*one of his'Bone, and Flefh, of hi&Eleih * Or 
^iow negte&the Rights, or infringe upon any of 
j the Prerogatives of God, who is. God hirnfdf, 
•defcended from the Bofom of his. Father? tbert- 
' fore called oar Righteoufnefs, and alb the Righ- 
teoufnefs of G<fc/, and in both refpc&s the. rigbfims 
ene\ He is o«r Righteoufnefs by being the &ar- 
trfication -and* Acceptance of that Rigbteoofnefc, 
which is in oar fincere Endeavours to perform : 
Thus God in the Mediator righteous, recapitu- 
lated ail Righteoufnefs in Heaven, and Earth. 
iWhat makes the Execution of the Office ©f an 

• Umpire- 1 fo nice and difficult and ib oonftanta 
^Jeatottfy-attending ic, of favouring one Sid* more 

than another? But the Want of a Medium that 
. affords fufficient Security and Pledge to both 
: Parties again ft theleaftSelMntxwfriw Partiality ; 
*andi inr Concern fo equally diftant from, and in- 
different to each, as to be perfeffytdUjmixnttfttd 
-'and impartial towards both; fiut in rtbss /Medi- 
cation, there is the Tie of Nature tnoocairer to 
iborh the* Parties ; whkh is the WghfiftPtadge 

• and Security that can be given to each* that the 
' intereft of both (hall be equally thought *&, and 

confulted. By virtue of his Divine Natufre as-Son 
'of God, he is incapable 6f during anything in his 
< Mediation,- but what (houkl be to th* Gtoryjof 
"God the Father, and the Iltoftration of the At- 
tributes of the Deity j he is faithful in all his 
Houfe with the : F1defity of a Sen, who has an 

Jntcreft 
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*itefeftthimftlf therein, tmifcending Ibe Fahfc- T^H AT. 
-^fbh^fsdf «»f StttfMt : And as touch*! «rid\- w ™^ 
•Ifffirmkiw, hs Uiocapifoie of forgetting c© d*a^^^ 
^m*r<^HjghFtfeftfbi< tfc. 

— A*m**s in fix> other* bat himfelf, wasertr 
-theitrtie Natttfe-ofGod* and the true Natwaiof 
Man united, in ene *Cbrifl, (o is he alone the tie 
'frw^Mediator, thfe*w £4? Medium erf Congruity 
chat can ever be thought of, for eftablifluitg 
perfeft Peace and Reconciliation ; to the Intent, 
-that bothParoes might be fecufe, 'and are there- 
by admirably fecured of an ff wintered inhkn; 
♦that the HoiMkr *nd Authority of one might as 
[mrilbe confaloed and faved ? at the fame Time, 
the Sins and fFeaknefs of the other were conde- 
fcended to, pity'd, ahd pardon* d, unto Salva- 
tion. ConfiderrngtSod as a Governor, andout- 
•fcfvts-as his Subjeas, if he would be extreme fa 
•: rigour of Jnfttee^ to ' mark what We have dode 
«smifs, Who eodld abide it? by theDtitfdtef the 
'♦Law, and the Covenant of Works, Ho FWh 
* could ftand in his Sight. If, on the other hand, 
: he (hotrid be fe extremely remifi in the Eafinfifi of 
his GeodnefSf as to forgive upon every repeated 
^Offence, without ahy ; forther Co n ffd c crtto n or 
vConditionv who would value to obey, of con- 
vfickrlunfcif under Dominion* or bound by- any 
*La^.wferveGod? Therefore there muft arife^a 
ifwri.Pcrfon (feeing the Nature of God and his 
-Attributes are immutable, and the natural obp- 
dticat Powers of Man have been changed and al- 
rterM) tfs a Medium of Juftice, and a Medium *f 
<joodne&> tabedifpenfed to the Sons of Men. 

Anj> becaufe it itquhfd the utmoft Wifdom 
4>f God to reconcile and acromplifl* this ; tbene- 

for^ 
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CHS*, fyst tbefcrfan who canpcdpvfli fax? Hearts tz> 
V4 JJ"- cffcditi is faid to be Ac i tim* the #W that 
sv> ^wtf with God, and was God, . dfr-fipumt-Rtafm 
of all Things, and. tfre JVifiom of God unto 
Man's Salvation. Thus the inferior Wifdom and 
Reaion of M«b may rcfr&twfc'di that fce/(hall 
be taken Ca*e of by that fifare or Mpi#y of 
Chrift, his human Nkturej as God the ,Ri/£«r 
is ; taken X*T«* of > by the other Moiety of hia Di- 
vine Nature*, i : 

Awi> ihis wopderful, wghty Cowrf<?Uor, 
Prirtce of Peace, th^ ; Mc^iator between God and 
Man, being, thus conftituted of both Naturcs-v 
naturalizes our Notion of, ant] Faith in hjra, to 
our Mj*d and. Reaftu,. and gives, the greateft 
Affurance pofliWe, thatheis Ijkewifein Kx Office 

•xbvfurejl, ttejufkji^ $he moft capable^ she moft 
Acctp^tMqltotor to. bojth Parries that -could be 
picch'd upon* in ,ajl the U^iyerfe ; sm& #£ the 
fame Time, -affords the greateft Proof that God's 

• Waya with Sinners are equal> and at an infinite 
&\fat&t{tptti Arbitrariness. , Whorn*Godrep^fcs 
himjTdf upon*; we have aU ; th^ Reafcpr jjp. the 

the two Natures.' tfyportueratenim mediator em dei *Sf lominum 
per fuam ad ittrofque domeftiefcatem/ # aThdmiertfam & ad 
4*K*r*dktM ufrofqut rtducere f & •f***re, */ 4aU •aJBkmerwt 
homioem, * fcf ^w> aederafidcpJ Sgjp enimraiionc fihfrum 
adeptims fjus ^rticipes ejjb pojfemus, nifi perfiJium, earn qua eft 
ad ipfum, recepijferuus apeo comfsumonem, ntfi <verbum ejus com- 
tnuxicajfit, caro fa&um ? ben. Lib. til. cap. 20: ' fadulgetti* 

■ JMme ST grain* arbiter &m*gifttr 9 *jtrm*&Jtii*sdei mUtitor, 
'fuiper priphitaj ovpm nominator & \&Zfrr bmfcni jp*?7* 

prarficapatur, hie eft virtus dei, hie ratio, hde/apMnfjdffiu & 
gloria : hie in virginem illabitur f caritemjpiritufanBo co-operante 
induitur. Deus femper cum bomine mifectur, hie deus nofter 9 hie 

■ Cbrijhn eft, qui mediator dmjpcmbouJiwni Mutt, f utoftrduiut 
mi pair em. Cypr. de van. idpl. .-,;.., ,. . , 

World 
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DEISM DfeLlftBAfBfc. *2£ 

World toictrfde in the &mc Perfon, fince fe b C HA P. 
as qua/i/y'danddifpQftd by Nature, as he is <***&- ilJ^J-L/ 
naatf by Office to make a thorough Reconciliation, ^^v** 
What can be better adjuftcd than this Belief of 
Jus equal Glaring both Natures, in the Fulnefs and 
Perfc&ion thereof, for afcertaining us, who are 
s apt tp judge every one to ftand affeded, as they 
ftand related by Blood and Nature, of the equal 
Concern, and all Perfection of this Mediator of 
Redemption, and Interccffion for us? 

Moses was a Mediator, not by Nature, but 
Office only, chofen firft by the People who were 
in a Cqntternation at the great quaking of the 
Mountain, luminous Appearances and Voices of 
theMajefty and Greatriefs of God, fupernatural 
and terrible ; |pd approved afterwards by God. 
But his Province was in the old Covenant, he had 
no Concern in the New. The Mofaick Statutes 
and Judgments, the fpecial Policy of Rites, and 
the peculiar Ordinances of Ceremonies, were the 
old Original, ^ this and live, put under whole- 
fbme Difcipline, into an adual Lineage and 
Preparation for the Birth of the Mediator of the 
explicitly appearing new and better Covenant: 
They terminated in this Life; therefore called 
Statutes thai were not good* and Judgments whereby 
thtojhanU not live * » and the Burthen was fo great, 

Voi.VL Q^ that 

m Ezel. ». # 2C. Should not &v$: The probable Senie ip, 
fiould not five always; becade the Defign of Providence in 
thoft Statutes and Judgments concerning Meats, Sacrifice, and 
Other l^ites of SeveratkmwuM temporary, to piefetve them a 
feeuhar Nation, a feparate unmixing Feople from ail the Na* 
tions round about, by Ordinances to eat and Sacrifice what 
other Nations nvvfiipptJ, as the Ox and his Tribe, tbe&np 
and Gto adored as Gods in i^, and to ^m» from Meats, 
and the Manner of Dieffing, which were probably in th* 

grcatcs 
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%46 D E IS M DELINEATED. 

CHAP, that neither their Fathers, nor any of their CM1- 
VL ^, dren were able to bear: A Law by idle Per- 

^^^formance of which merely^ no FUJk fcjfftbly arid 
bejuftified, any more than by Obedience to the 
firft original Law or Covenant; With pefpe&tft 
the Jews therefore call'd the firfi Covenant, 
couching under it the fecond and better, into 
Tvhich the A potties endeavoured to lead them, as 
into the true Senfe, End* and Meaniog of the 
other. 

: Wh i l st all the. Expe&ation they had of 
entering into Lift was the fame aa the old Patriar- 
chal Way 9 the Love of Ood and our Neighbour* 

V 

greateft Efteem with feme Nations hindering on Canaan, *& 
Blood \ the tUb of Swim, Birds of Prey, fijh without Scales, 
a Kdjeetb'd in tts Mother's Milk, &c. . AM Communication in 
Vi&uals and Worfttfp being fo cut off, it was morally impof- 
fible for them, keeping thofe Statutes, tocomnik with other 
People during the Term they; wtxt to be-feptrate. Still ;foch 
occafional Statutes could no$ be fo good, as the igpraf I**v 
which obliged always, and equally in ail Placed Thefe Se- 
vcration-Rjtcs from other Nations are called' Statutes and 
Judgments. SeeLev.joi. 22, &r. And that Law of Ordi- 
nances was impofod upon, that fti&necked People, hcaufo of 
ttef^TranJgrefim, IDOLATRY, of the Neighbour 
Nations, they were to front to. Idolatry then being as. mo- 
dern, aslVtf^£FaihionshaVebeenu>cetofemeFbbple. God 
ao«jrdbg L lyinterpofedhis Authority, That after the idolatrous 
Doingt of *W Lnid 4f JBgypfr wbermye a^weit^fbaU :jt not *t, 
and* after the Doings of the Land of Canaan, whether I /ball 
¥ringye t Jhallye not do, neither fisaU ye wait in their Ordinance, 
Ixv. xyiii $+ Yefball he holy' unto Jne $ for I have jjmet'dtfou 
from other Peoples that ye Jhould Se ntjne, Lev. xx. i6 A facitus 
•accordingly rcprefents their Character, Ub. XX{;~ As " a 
•'People whofe religious Ufages were contrary to all, the 
••• tyqrldbefides, that what to others was mod facrea* they aq- 
* counted propthane ; and on the contrary allowed and obferv'd 
«• What by others Was forbidden* And Dion Cejfius affirms, 
w T&y were diftinguim'd from.all others bo^h in their W*Y 
" onjying. and &!%]<<• Idl.'XxXvif. * ' " 

*~ X in 
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ml Hopes of the P R OM I S E of the Covenant CfM A P. 
of Grace i which Covenant, as to the End of it, .J?!^ 
was onochM under the Decalogue, wrote, not^^^ 
by fttojh, but by the Fingar of the Mediator of 
it, upon Tables called the Tabksoftbe Covenant, 
kept in an Ark, called the Ark of the Covenant : 
and as to the MediatoAoi it, veiled under the 
Prophecies, Types, and Shadows of the good 
Things to come; renew'd with Abraham in- the 
Sandidn of Faith, extended to all Nations four 
hundred and thirty Years before their Law by 
Mtfes % thefe were the wondrous Things of God's 
Law, which David knew to be concealed, and 
pray ed to have a clear Sight of. The Higb-Prieft 
with his Gifts and Sacrifices was the Mediator of 
that old ritualiz'd Covenant ; and ferv'd as a Fi- 
gure and Parable (till the Time of Reformation) 
of the Mediator of the new and better ; and the 
Offerings and Sacrifices of the former, which took 
sfway Only ceremonial Impurities, the purifying* 
of theFlefti, were a Figure of the Sins and Pol* 
lutions of Confcience, which could only by any' 
poffibility be removed from any Sinner by the 
Blood of the Mediator of tht jeebnd \ purifying 
and propitiating every Guilt pertaining to Con- 
fidence. In (hort, the whole of that Law was a* 
Sohool-tttafter to bring them to Cbrift, who was 
thecal End and true Cortftruaion of it. The 
Jews firft arid fecond Covenant refpefted Mofes, 
and the' Mejjiah ; whilft the firft aYid fecond Co- 
venant with the human Race, had refped to the 
firfl and fecond Adam, Chrift. The Reward otf 
their firft Covenant, or School matter, being con^ 
fined ,to literal Canaan, was temporal Felicity, as- 
well to evfcry private Perfon, as to die publick, 
and' without any Failure, as often as either of 
fhem kept up to the Righteoufnds *f duly ob- 
Q^2 ferving , 
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&2$ DEJSM DfiLlHBATB»: 

CHAP, ferving the Ceremonies thereof; in which Senfe 
VHL ^ e Qbfervation of the Pfalmift held exaftly true* 

WP v v that he never faw the Righteous flrfahn, nor their 
'Seed begging their Bread. With refpeft to the other 
Covenant and its Rewards, they were Strangers 
and Pilgrims of proftiifcuous Fortune. 

In order to take our Nature upon him, 
he defpifed not to receive his myfterious Birth 
into this World from a Woman only ; that as 
• from a Woman was the Beginning of our Sin and. 

Mifery, fo from a Woman might be the Begin- 
ning of our Reftitution to Life and Happidcfs 
eternal. And who can queftion the Power of 
God, which is bounded by nothing but what is 
impoflible, or unfit to be done, being abJe to 
unite the Divine and Human Nature into oneCbrifi 
or Mediatory equally confiding of both? Which 
reduces the Credibility of it, with refpeft to in- 
ternal Evidence, to the fame Certainty with that 
of the Creation, which the Reafon of Man can- 
not deny. 

If therefore Reafon allows God a Power of 
creating out of nothing ; and fo many Abfurditics 
overtake the contrary Suppofition, that there is 
no Pretence for difbelieving, but a Neceffity of 
believing it: Why not allow, that God can 
make* hew Thing, afecondyfJa^, out of TWO 
SOMETHINGS; for the Redemption of 
Mankind, who had deftroyed themfelves, after 
he had created them ? Accordingly in Luke i. 3 5^ 
the Son of God, who was therefore perfeft God, 
taking our Nature from the Vtrgirfs Womb, and 
united by Birth to the Son of Man, to be perfeA 
* Man alfo, is colled the Son f the HIG HE ST*, 
the Power rf the Higheji Jball over jbadow thee ; 
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DEISM Delineated 229 

mibing of that Sdrt is impofftbU with God* vfcr. 37; C H A P. 
And Chrift is ^Ifewhere called the Power* as ^YJJJj 
well as the Wifllom of God urito Salvation, i Gon ^^^ 
i. 24. 



I t was necefiary that he ftoold be born in thii 
extraordinary Way, that his Human Nature 
might be in the fame upright untainted State with 
that of the firft Adam* as he came out of his Ma- 
ker's Hands, and fo by his exemplary unerring 
Obedkhcfe therein, vindicate the Righteoufnefs 
and the Prafticablenefi of that morai Law given 
unto Man, fo exactly fuited to his Nature and the 
Relation between God and Man ; and fo be free 
from any -the leaft Sin of his own, when he 
offertl up his Life for the Sins of the repenting 
World. 

W h e n the Almighty undertakes to make one 
Perfon out of two Natures* fhall vain Philofophjf 
difpute and pretend a Difficulty how thefe Things 
can be? £fpecially when the two intelligent 
Agents, or Principles of Afting, confifting of 
Understanding, and Wilf, OiVine, and Humane 
make one Perfon in theSenfe of Interpofer pro hoe 
vice*- (not an eternal Perfon) which Sort of Perfon 
die Medteter has taken up for a Ttme* tb bit* 
laid down at theConfummation of all Things* 
when God will be all in ail. Has not God made 
Manthfe Center and Connexion between the Anr 
gelicalartd animal World? And when the recon^ 
tiling all things to Himfelf requires his Power and 
Wifdom, fhall there be wanting a competent Me* 
dium* confiding equally of his own uncreated Na- 
ture, and the created Nature of Man, true Son 
of God of a true Father ; true Son of Man of a 
true Mother ? More particularly, when there is 

Q^3 little 
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CHAP, little or no Ob>aion as to the Dtfforiqrof Ac 
^YJJJ^ manner how, but what isfoVd in the PerfoQrif 
^^the Objc&or, who is himfelf a Medium of Im- 
material and material Natures : Let him rec&n* 
cile the Difficulties of that Matter of Faft, the 
Union of Soul and Body; and then he wiH be 
able to give an Account to himfelf, of the Union 
of God and Man, in the Perfon of Ghrift, 



\ 



. They muft be minute J?hilofophens indeed, 
Who can fuppofe the Power of God in Aid of ht$ 
Owto Will and Pleafure, incapable of effecting 
an Union of the Divine and Human Nature. For 
to aflc them in their own Way, after the imm*ef 
of Men, is it not much eafier to unke two Some- 
things, . how different foever in Subftance and E£- 
fence, by a Copula, they know nothing of, tbsrt 
to make a World (and perhaps innumerable many) 
out of Nothing ? He is wonderful in his other 
Doings, why not in tie Birth of him who is calif 
wonderful? " The Souls of Men* lays Simplkm 
5* on Epiff. cap; i. are fo contrived,, as to link 
** together into .one Perfon, an Heavenly and 
i* Earthly Nature.*' Who then can fuggeft i 
Defeft in Divine Power for uniting into one Pctt 
fi>n the Divine and Human Nature? Cowvtyerunk 
fimul fempiterna Druivitas fef temporalis HumamteU 
fcf c* tenor e faff a eft utriufque naturct Umtas y (ay$ 
Cyprian. When the Power and the Spirit of tha 
Higbeft interpofes, howeafy is it for'thttixpreji 
Image of the Father to unite the modi Image of 
God, made by the Word of God, to himfelf ; in 
order to reftore the loft Refemblance to its pri- 
mitive Attitude and Afpefl:, ;o Truth and Vir* 
tue, and to the* Love of both, in the Under* 
Handing, Will, and Affofiions? They nauft h* 
Strangers to true Reafoning in Philofbpby, who 

don't 
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AftttpefcfeiPtfk confonant aod rbqoififc tertfr 0«ap; 
teafe ©£ Befogs, 4h*e «hfc Gifcfm between ^^,J2^ 
m&&€mto+tofbrte%xrijmte,&Qu\d fo befiHVi^ ^ 
up by /*** Union of one to the otbcr, in Chrift; »: 

•^Phjs then fc tkfc only «rae, feoure Philofophy ■ 
dfHekven and Earth, for eadiibfcing the trgefr f ) 
the perfofttft^ and moft complete* Mediator be*' 
tweea Gbd and Min. Aod all Opinions ckR)~ 
gatory from either the Divine or Human Nati*re*> 
which together are efientially neoeflary to confti-i 
tute him tbis Mediator, are corruptive of* the Fun- 
dariiemai Faith inrChrift* and eitlikeaGangrtnc 
into fhb vital Principle of Chriftiariity ; arid are 
the more* likely to be vai* far' itio Reafonsc 
i* BecaafedMFaHliobdandt^ih PWlofophy arifet 
ekher from Mfets joining thofc Notions or Ideas* 
of Things, which God and the Reafon of Things 
have divided, and made to dffagree j orelfe di~ 
tiding thofe Notidni>and Ideas which he has dc* 
tisaUy job- d dnd made to: agrees for the Service 
of Men, m$ £ot , the Manifestation of his own 
Wifdem -and Fewer, Joftice' and Goodnefe; 
a/ Becaufethe plain Notion that ari fas out of chis^ 
is deadly confanant to what the Holy Scriptures 
would plainly inculcate upon us. And theen- 
dear'd Excellency that adorns it, is, That ic falls 
info die Approbation of the Bulk of Chriftiana. 
of w&nary Capacity * for whofe Sake the Rein 
gion of Jefvs came down from Heaven for the 
faying of Souls * -And may be faid to be bid from 
the. tmft and pntdtTtt, (who always darken the 
Matter the more they difpofe about \x) wbiifi it is 
rcwafd unti Bates. 

For they as clearly and uqiverfally perceke 

from the Phrafe S$n d G ^ &* on h bt&tten Son,* 

(^ 4 That 
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CHAP. Thit he as truly and equally partakes of the Dt* 
V"t vine Nature, as by the Phrafe Son of Mm* that 

V- ^ v ^ w ^ he has truly affuro'd our human Nature, and is 
equally- interefted in both of them. It is certain 
po other Senfe of it came down from Heaven, or 
was written for our Learning, but that which c0» 
cerns our Obedience, and the dirwfteft Wayof 
bringing us thicker, through the Mediator, who 
is the Way, the Truth, and the lift. And, be- 
caufe this Doftrinc is defign'd for common Edi- 
fication apd Salvation, the Glory of it* Sacred- 
nefs and Soundnefs, its Plainnefs and Ufcfiilnefa 
confifts in being adapted to general Apprehenfioa, 
as the Foundation of Chriftianity, for the beft 
Religion and Benefit of the World : Which fa* 
perfedes the nice Skill, and fubtle Diftiadionsof 
learned Schemes, and frees the Mind from the 
Mazes of invented Hypotheses. 

Such Ideas of the Son of God* and Son of 
Man, .united into our Mediator, the Redeemer* 
and Intercefibr, the Saviour, and Judge of the 
World, are adequate to the religious Affair that 
belongs to us, and takes in all the affe&mg/ in- 
fluencing, and concerning Thoughts of that glo- 
rious Difpenfation -, whilft abftraft Thoughts and 
Ideas fly off in infinitum, nor is any Pains hardl? 
able to condenfe them into Ufe and Service, whillt 
we fojourn in a Tabernacle of Flefh. There is a 
ne plus ultra in every Vegetable, in every AiiimaJ, 
in every Element, after we have deduced the 
Knowledge of their Ufes, and Properties relative 
to us; and is net their Ufe, tb$ir Nature* with 
refpeft to us? If, when we fcrotiaize farther, we 
hardly guefs aright at Things upon Earth, how 
fiiall our fearching here ever discover any thing 
fcrther pf the Nature of the Things that are in 

fieavtn? 
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DEISM Delineated. 333 

Heaven? Their Ufe and Dcfign u knowit.to our CHAP, 
digefting Reafon, and, Imping ftri&ly to the VI *k 
fame (which is aU that<concerns it) is very, cafy of V "^V S,/ J 
Digeftton, and very foodful to the eternal Life 
we wilb for there. But if we will refyfe our Vic- 
tuals till we are thoroughly acquainted with the 
Manner how it digefts and turns to Nouriihmtnfi, 
we deferve to ftarve. Thin* own things* tad fucb 
as are grown up with tbee 9 canft thou not know * 
bowjbould thy Vejfel then be able to comprehend the 
Way of the Higbcji? 

It U very injurious therefore, for any to a£ 
fert, that the Notion of the Mediator of Chri~ 
ftians was taken up, by Way of Accommodation 
to the Heathen Mediators, in order to reconcile 
them the foooer to that Profcflion, Does Truth 
accommodate itfelf to Error? Is not Truth me* 
/kra reSi 9 & obliqui? If there was no true Me- 
diator, how could there be any falfe ones? Falfe- 
hood, Ignorance, Folly, and Vice muft firft be 
removed, before Truth, Knowledge, Wifdom* 
6r Duty can be planted in their Room. The 
Heathen Nations in Trad of Time, as before ob- 
fcrved, haying. loft the original traditional Pro>- 
mifeof the true Mediator corrupted it with foolifl* 
Imaginations without End, and with Invention! 
ridiculous beyond Meafure. The wtfeft of them, 
the Piatmjtsr and Pythagoreans held a Mediation 
between God and mortal Man as a Principle of 
Religion; becaofe the Meannefi of Man waa 
unworthy to have Accefs, and approach the high, 
lofty , tranfeendent, pure Deity 5 therefore ere&* 
ed Daemons of a middle, miniftcrial Nature \ and 
their Belief was, that God had left the Govern* 
meat and Adminiftration of the World to them i 
and their Faith and Tenet was, " fbaf Qod does 

" not 
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CH A3V ^ not mix or imngle <&&b Men (of fait JbutomNa* 
WJ*^, " /»f* i^tt» him) but all the fyexcwr/o and Com* 

^i^** municotion between the Gods and Mbk is by the 
" Means and Mediation *f Damons *." Though 
Homer had more truly obferVed-Ja Jbis Ody/ m loag 
before that it was not unworthy the Gods, fupe- 
rtor to Daemons, to defcend upon Earth and con* 
*erfe with Men for their Inforraatkm and Ser* 
vicef* 



In Confcquence of which, the Worship .of 
God was turn'd into, and fwallowed up with 
Idolatry ; the Worfhip of Devils inftcad of him- 
felf, or their Dependance upon thenn in lieu of 
the true Mediator to introduce thend to God. It 
was accordingly the leading Defigo of Chriftia-f 
nicy, whfei addrefled to them, to deflrdj tbtfie 

***#* 'fait ipkU x) n fidtotfO- $*•« myc *xbfi**s. PJ*$ 

§ymp, 4 ' 

t Thedldeft Notion of the Gods rf the Heathen prefelrttf 
to us by an Heathen Writer, ii that of Hermes, thtir firft 
great Philosopher, who was himfeif older *ta% many of thou} 
Gods. The Sum of the profound Secret was* ." That t\ker& 
" were Gods of (everal Sorts ; that the Celeft&r Gods weret 
" made by the Supreme God and Father of al! r bat that 1 

* there waft another Sort of Gtd'i dwelling ifl Temple* her* 

* below, and that thefe were made by Mqn, ( who after thejf 
" had form'd the Statues, and were not able to make Souls 
A , to them, by myftick Rites, and powerful tharms, they 
f* brought down the Souls of Daemons or Angels, into thofe 
« deati Idols to animals and inhabit Cham i and that Utad 
4 f that time they had a Divine Power, > Fpwer of doing Gqpd 
" or Hurt to Men." Hermes Jrifm.L. deNat. Deor. ApuUiq, 
Interprete. It Is weH known that figjpt, the Country of this 
Hermes, was the fertile Nurfery of Mw Gods, and the School 
to-whkh all Parts of the World went* to katn Am and Set-* 
•new, and among the reft the wkked Craft of Idolatry in its 
(everal Myfttries and Fallacies ; and if the firft Makers were 
the greateft Fanaticks m Idolatry, what inuft the Scholar, 
the reft of the World he r ' 

Works 
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Wvrkstf tbe D*vh a#d jcpca«y aboii^ Idolatry; CH A ft, 
and the confeguent Corruption of Mocals, ow- .Y5!L# 
ing to thcfe falfe Mediators ; before the Belief ^^ 
wd Efficacy, Che tnrt Wor(hipof God, and Re- 
formation of Manner* fromfl the Reception of chef 
mtfrue Mediator #>uld poffibly take Place. 

A it the RabWe of falfe Mediators, who bf 
Native were no Gods, who had no AfprnH+tnt* 
no manner of Ctpatity* but what the blind tn- 
fatu«ed Worftippett beftowed upon them ; were 
firft to be difpoiftft'dl oik of the awaken'd Reafoo 
of Men, before a Foundation could be laid of 
the belief of cfowr, a&fu$dtHt 9 afofobitdyw 
/>fc^Medjajtk»ofOirift. Who, being adtguat* 
to the Office from' the Capacity of £tf£ his Na- 
tttrts, andthtrefot tMrtfytpprittedfom Wta- 
**** wft$ adequate to ths Thought* of their beft* 
Rtftfbn j to the Banilhmentof all paft, find Pre*, 
ventionof ail. future A Wlwrdity. 

•Tab fupremt Governor of the. World, who 
lays hia Commands of Belief in, and-. g'tve» bia 
Aflurancei of Mercy, frficn the certain Nature and 
Fitnefs pf Things, could no more hive tppointeA 
+r received to the Office, any one of the Mediator* 
their foolifh Hearts recommended to him* thaA 
he could command the Sun to give Darknefi, or 
Snow and Ice to adminifter Heat to the World* 
Btifi meppointing Him alone to tbatmpft important 
Office ip the World, Who is both theSo* of bi*> 
and the Son of M#fs Nature, his Commanda 
and Aflurances execute themfelves in the feverai 
Branches of that Office, to the greateft good of 
Man, ind to thtf greateft Wuftratiofi of thQ Ho- 
nour andAttributes of ?be Divine Mateftyti where- 
ver they meet with the common Jumcp of fcrioui 

Attention 
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CHAP. Attention ahd Consideration on Man's Part, as 

VIII. -^i a fc erW ard3 Appear. 

Our Author is exceffivcly abufive, as well as 
ludicrous, in drawing a Parallel, pag, 73, 74, 75. 
between the Mediators of Heathens, and the 
1 Mediation of Chrift ; making the laft rather more 
abfurd than the other. The manifest and moft 
pernicious Intention is, to imprefs upon his Rea- 
ders, that there is as little, rather lefs Grounds 
for the Belief of one, than of die other; and So 
firike it out of Christianity, and caShier it from all 
Acceptation. And, pag. 113, 114. he explodes 
k as one of die abfurd Pofitives of Christianity, 
and makes God arbitrary in requiring it. 

But how abfurd is his Proceeding? How 

grofe are his Mifreprefentations and canting De- 

^ lufions, in dealing that out for Cbriftianity which 

* is profeffedly and notoriously but a Part of it? r 

Throwing that afide as contemptible, or unwhol- 

feme, which is dte very declared Foundation, the 

boafted fGlory, the diftinguHhing Eflence, the 

Saving' Health and Salvation of it. How like a 

Quack does he appear in his Title Page ; where 

he mourits the Stage, and, with the djfuranct and 

Stogltismf) mixt with die ^;/?rr peculiar to fuch 

Perfons, prescribes that for the Cure and Medicine 

of Christianity, which is known to all regular 

Praltktoners, not to be the curative Part of it $ not 

to be th* Means, not to be the Motives, not to 

be the Aids, not to be the Helps and InStruftdnts 

of it? • 

• • 

F on the Religion of the End, or the 1 Law of 

Nature being firft fet to rights and reftor'd to its 

Perfeftion^ike entire Cure* the noble Abdkim 

\ for 
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for reftoring and .enabling the ./fat, impotent Na- CHAT: 
turc of Men, to perform and do.it, with Sarit .JJJLj 
fa&ion to themfelves, and Acceptance with God V ^VV, 
(finding in themfelves, without that gracious 
Proffer, neither fufficient Inclination nor Ability 
for it) confifts in the Means * and in the Head of 
all the Means Cbrijt Jefus, the Mediator between 
God and Man ; what He has done ; what He 
does; and what He is to do, as our Redeemer^ 
Intircefforj zn<\ Judge. 

Who can believe him, when he tells them to 
their Faces, that the healing Medicine, (fo all 
the reft of the World call it) is older, and was 
fooner known than the Difeafe ? He might as weH 
have given out, that Hippocrates was as old as the 
Diftempers of Men. Whereas the previous Dif- 
cafes of die World, firft made him that great 
Fhyfician be is recorded to be. And, indeed, 
it looks as if the Art of healing bodily Disorders 
war the Gift of God ; being given all at once, at 
leaft at on* time of the World ; feeing none in fo 
long a Duration pretend to equal him : But all, 
perhaps to the End of the World, contend, and 
will contend who (hall imitate him neareft in that 
way. He lived forae time before our Saviour \ 
and though his Divine Art is a -great Blefjing and 
Benefit to the World, y et^re find it is far from be- 
ing *mnvr/i/, no more than the Gofpel. Therefore 
00 more Ground for impeaching the Providence of 
God in one Cafe, than in the other. And if there 
are, and have been more Quacks and Pretenders 
in that Skill, all the World over, than there are, 
or have been, counterfeit Revelations from Hea- 
ven; there is left Reafon for invalidating the 
true Revelation upon that Account, or difreipc&r 
ing (with our Author) the Great Pbjfidan of Souls ; 
9 who 
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CHAR wfto had never bom knowtrtd the World; 3 

YHT. Hunun NaDirc r in its mood Part} had notbwa* 

^^^difcafcd anddiforderedby- the Fail, wbidi wa* 

*>f as old, but aftr* the C R BAVIO N, from 

doing its Duty. And furcly, he* hi the: greatefl 

ind orucft Phyfician of J&», who* by Profeffio* 

cavers, both Body and Mind*, the Body being 

lifcewife cured at die final: Refiirred&on ra Life, 

v*ten all other Cures, are defperaoe and impoffi^ 

ble? 

Hs might as confilhrntly haw affinted, tliat 
the* Ait of Parliament^ for difedutfegihg Prophfcnc- 
nefc and Immorality) isas oW »Prophanenefi and 
ftnnroralicy. Bur chough ttit Chriftian La*> is 
not fo old as the Creation, iron thte Difobedience 
of thofe chat occafiorfd it * it will' be found utidft* 
the Offices of our Mediatory be rfie mbft qdick- 
nmg, powerful, vital Law thar could' be devifccl 
bj* God, or Man, confident tfith Man's Liberty 
ef Will - r not only for difcourigtog Prophanentfi 
and Immorality, but for enddumgkig the fincert 
Ptadiceof Piety, and aft Vtrtqe; which is mora 
than human Laws can prectad tt>. 

A * dup Author fet out,- & hi? hfts-fcliindfcrM 
through innomerabie^ Ihc^&tf*nd<esi apparent 
to thofo who am acEefitfot antfc6''thdfe that are 
irbc fi> fthe greatefc Pkit of Riders/ he plies thtt 
Arr of 'juggling, and Skill' of"(hifttftg amWguoM 
Words, in the Shift? he makes to jierVeiV them ; 
Cbriftianity y Immutability v£ the Ration ; bet weert 
(Sod* and? Man-, ■ Sufficiency >tf ReMfon-, Honour of 
God, znA'Gtodof Mm\ Mbdi*tiot}\ Pdft lives*, 
the Doftrine ofthe Trinity > with the Airs of 'Wit 
and Pleafantry, the better ttf irtipofe upon fuper- 
fki^l unguarded Readers -, till he comes to hfc 

laft 
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feft conctedmg; Words, Etrare pofum^ Barttum CJR a fc 
jjtffc wfa, ; A pert Jromy^ laughing in his Stecve .VIO. 
at thofe be has carried on fo far ! >^W 

Fo R, if ever there was a Heretukm Chrifitn- 
<km r he-has (he RcfemWance of fuck a erne. If 
any one has ever been an ApoJhate % not holding 
the Head, Jefus Chrift the Mediator of Wor- 
(h'fp* * or rejc&ed the only Foundation of Faith 
that can be laid + of a Chriftian's Title to eternal 
Life, it is He. If there is fuch a Thing as damn- 
able-Herefy, or denying the Lord that bought them % 
according to Sc. Peter^ 2 Ep. ii 1. fa entirely 
fubverfivc of the*Ghriftian Faith, that it cannot 
poffibly be die Chriftian Faith, in fuch a Herefy 
Cr Departure from it, Me is the guilty Perfon. 
Antiebrift himfelf may as well excufe himfelf from 
being a Heretick, or fet himfelf up to be a true 
Chriftian* as fuch a Writer upon Chriftianity. 
According to 1 Jobtnti. 22. He is Ahticbrift t 
vtbo-denietb the Father and the Son., i. e.. God in 
Chrift reconciling the World to himfelf by the 
Death of bis Son ; or bis being the Father and Sa- 
viour of- cheWoHdj by the Mediation of his Son 
fent into the World, for the. Salvation and Re- 
demption of it : j and whoever deniefehe Son as 
fent from the Father- for that Purpofe, denies the 
Father as well as the Son ; nor doe3 any come to 
the Father* as Father, but by the Son •, nbr is 
the Father glorified as Father, but by the Son. 
If any -has bce/i fubverted and finneth % being con- 
•demned of himfelf % ; or thought themfefoes un» 
worthy ofeveriafting Life\\ ; Chriflian Charity it- 
felf can hardly forbear fufpefting, thac it is He. 

• Col it. 18, 19. «f* 1 Qn ifi. ti. J fit. iii. u. 
I A&sx&l. 46. 

Becaufc 
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CHAP. Pccaufc he fathers fo very much, and is guilty 
VIII. of fo many^nu-adidions, a UdSigaof being 
^y^ f elf-condemned. 

In Words he^owns Chrift, but makes no more 
nfe of him, than as a Republi/ber of the Law of 
' Nature,* and an Example of iuPra&ice* whichis 
the fame Thing in effe&, and to the grand In* 
tention of the Gofpel, as to difown him : he, 
with a carelefs Air, denies not his Miffion from 
God for the former Purpofe* but particularly 
takes the utmoft Pains to deny and viHify 
the End, the, chief Purpofe of his Million, and 
all the Duties refulting from it. He declares *, 
" I dare not (ay, there is the lead Difference 
" between the Law of Mature and the Gofpel i for 
" that would fuppofefomeDefeftinone of them, 
cc and rcfledt upon the Author of both." And 
almoft every where, he receives the Chriftian Re* 
velation in pari ', and as a Revelation* and calls it 
the Republication of his Law of Nature ; he ac- 
knowledges the Goodnefs, the fVifdom of God, 
that that Part was needful ; he fubmits alfo to the 
Authority of God, that that was worthy command- 
ing, and ought to be obey'd. But as to thofe 
Parts, whottin God, and Chrift, and hi* ApoJlUs, 
place the Love and Goodneft, the Wifdom, 
rower, and Authority of God and Chrift, and 
.the Riches, the Glory, and the Pre-eminence of 
the Gofpel ; all thefe he reje&s, together with all 
the peculiar Obligations laid upon Christians be* 

Jond natural Religion. And by reje&ing, ihame- 
ully contradicts himfelf, and feems to Violate his 
own Confcience. 

j * P<gi 34*. 

For 
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- CHAP. 

For could his Confcience, little inform'd as VIIL 
it was, ever deny, that if there is Truth in one V ^^*' 
Part of the Revelation, there muft be alfo in the 
other; it muft be wholly true, as a Revelation, 
or not at all fo. If there is Wifdom, arid Au- 
thority, Love and Mercy in one Part, he was 
bound to believe there was likewife the fame ia 
the other. Seeing the fame Truth, the fame 
Wifdom, the facie Authority and Goodnefs that 
communicated one, communicated the other. 
And as they required the one, as the Religion 
of the End, fo did they the other, as the beft 
Religion of the Means for performing that End. 
Who gave him the Liberty of picking and chu- 
fing, that he rejects in the Lump, arid difcards 
half at once, Day, I might fay, the whole 
Gofpel? 

A Tally's Office put out by him, with Amend- 
ments and Improvements from the Chriftian 
Morality, Would have ferv'd all his Ends and 
Purpofes of theBible. Was it his own wile Rea- 
Ibn that fet him upon fuch -unequal Dealing 
with the Scripture? <But that is plainly telling 
the courteous Reader that he is wifer than 
God ; or elfe he muft be very dull of Appre- 
henfion, if he does* not perceive that to be his 
Meaning. Or, was it his own Authority, being 
by Profcffion a Civilian, that inftigated him thus 
to riKft repealing the Law of Chrift? But, he 
ought to have confidered the Nature of Obliga- 
tion better, in that Cafe 5 that the Repeal muft 
derive from as high Authority as that which firft 
made the Law -, and it is to be hoped that even 
our Author's Difciples are, or ought to be of 
Opinion, that his Authority in refunding is nor 

Vol. I. R quite 
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CHAP, quite fo great as God's for eftablifhing, or that 
VI ?",it ihdifpenfabjy requires his Confent and Concur- 

V- ^V N '' rence for eftablifhing the Jurifcli&ton of his 
Maker ; notwithftanding he has fo often taken 
upon him to condemn as needlefs, ufdefi, abfurd, 
and arbitrary, what God in Chrift has been pleas'd 
very pofitivcly to enjoin his erring and ftraying 
Creatures, for their Good, as well as for hit own 
Honour and Glory. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP, a' 
7&? Offices gf /J* MEDIATOR. 

I HE Foundation being laid in Na- CHAP. 
/*r*, in the preceding Chapter, I IX. 
proceed to the Offices of our Media- SOT^ 
tor, which could have been of no 
Ufe or Satisfaction either to God or 
Man, if he had not been in the proper Capacity 
with rd£e& to both. Now the Bufinefs or Func- 
tion of a Mediator being to reconcile both the 
Parties at difference, each to the other* muft. 
confift in thefe Particular*. 

1. That the Propofal or Propofitkm for a Re- 
conciliation ihould be an acceptable and defirabk 
Thing, as foon as known, to both Parties at va- 
riance. With refpeA to God ; He made the. 
Stoop, and condescended to take the firft Step. 
The Scheme was laid and approved between him 
and his only begotten Son, the Lamb flain by 
determufd Counfel % from the. Foundation of the 
World: In order to.fhew his fple Power and 
Prerogative of bringing the greateft Good out 
of Man's Evil ; and to difplay before aM intelli- 
gent Creatures, the infinite Riches and Exuber- 
ance of his Goodnefs, in a new Scene, beyontf 
any thing obfervable in the Creation of the 
World. God had been but half known, the 
better half had been unknown, had not the 
R 2 Fall 
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ChAP. Fall made the glorious Difplay, atid diejoyRil 
l *L, Difcovcry. 

That Difplay of his Goodnefs; called* Mercy, 
had never been known to Man, or Angel, if the 
Objedt of it, the Fall of Man, .had pot presented ; 
that Mercy. and Pity in fhewing whereof he 
chiefly fhews his Almighty Power, had bees un* 
(hewn. And it Is in reality a greater Inftance of 
Goodnefs, to place fuch a mutable Creature as 
Man, in a Capacity of Retrieving himieff from 
Mifery.to more exalted Happinefs, (as is thfeCafe 
of the Method of Redemption) than firft to placfe 
him in a Capacity of continuing himfelf in *& in- 
ferior Happinefs, as was that of Paradife. " ' - 

« 

For the Covenant of Obedience there,' was 
eftabliftied upon the Sanson of Death, and its 
Relative, Continuance of Life ifi Paradifi, Tefef- 
trial Heaven ; but there was no Promife -made* 
no manner of Right given to eternal Life in Hea- 
ven above, or Cetejiial Heaven, Therefore St. 
Paul fpeaking of the manifold Advantages of the 
fecond Covenant above the firft, brings in for one 
Inftance, The Wages of Sin is Death, but the Gift 
of God [free from any Claim, Right, Ot Mferk 
on Man's Part] is eternal life through' J efts Cbrijt 
our Lord, Rom. vi. 23. Paradife '& not thfc 
Heaven, where the Souls of juft Mfctf made per- 
fe& [by a Re-onion* t& their Refurre6W6n-Body] 
is to be glorified ifi, but an intermediate Stttt'of 
Happindfe for the Soul after Deal*, inferior to 
Heaven ; to which our Saviour hqrnfalf pftf^d, 
before he Went for good and all to the Right- 
Hand of God. And therefore it was; That God 
fo loved the World that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, thatwhofoeverbelievetlvinhiiai fliould 
* • - not 
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not periQh but have evfirldfiing Life r John iil 16. C H A P. 
By the new Covenant we were adopted, as one IX - 
of the Ancients expreffes it, hq *mtoqr* ct'tiix ^^T^ 
?<%, to the Newnefs of eternal life, as a new 
Thing. 

, ** 
W i: r h refpeft to Man > the 4cceptabJjenefe 
and Defirablenefs of fuch an Overture,, was to be 
laid before his Reafon for his Approbation and 
Confenc, reflecting upon his own great Need of 
It, the Accu&tioos of his own Confcience in of- 
fending God, and its juft Fears of his Difpleafure,: 
That he is become alienated, an Enemy to him in 
bis own Mind by bis awn wicked Works y Col.- i. 2 1. 
That he is an Apoftate from his Duty, and if he 
had a Mind to be otherwife, he finds thofe Dif- 
ficulties and Difcouragements from the confeious 
s Pravity df his Nature, that He cannot exactly per- 
form the Law of Us Nature. And refledting 
ag#n upon the Terms of thi$ Propofai, its Dcf- 
)iv?rance, . .its Promifes, its Advantages every 
Way, he muft be loft to, the intended Ufe qf 
Reaion, if h? clofes not with jt. 

2. T»J5 Difpoficion to be reconciled after fuch 
& Propofai t$uft be reciprocal in both Parties. 
God's Dtfpofuiqn to Peace, ^nd Propitiation, is 
jilffictemly confpicuous; by fir ft fending, his Son, 
and thtftto prove hUk^SIuai Reconcilement upon 
•Terms &fy to Man's Performance -, gave the 
£re*feft Demonftratron of it the World could 
jpffibly- peccive^ by -requiring bis Obedience untp 
De*th fa our Nature and>Stead -, a Propitiation fo 
Yfitoafele* a*nd fo awfuU that- it. ought not tofuil 
of asking (hem infallibly certain, that he had np 
more Difpleafure ?gainft them ; and being afcer r 
tain*d of phat t die snore >(gaid to offend him. 
R 3 Man*s 
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CH A P. Man's Difpoftlion is ftill t5 be cultivated, intreat- 
. ^^jCd, and befeeched in Chrift's dead,- by the Mini- 
S^T^ji^j f jjj s Word, to the Confummation of all 
Things. 

3. The State, Condition, and Circumftances 
of both Parties, thuft be confider'd ; what is fit, 
right, and meet for each to do ; God, as well *s 
Man, in order to an Accommodation. 

4. A n aftual Negotiation* of the Matter be- 
tween both Parties in an impartial Manner. 

5. T h e proper Manner and Method that each 
is to be dealt with ; confidering Man as a free, 
intelligent Agent* and God as a Governor. 

' There was two Parts then incumbent upon 

our Mediator. The firft was, for -reconciling 
Man to God : Tn order to which, he came down 
from Heaven a Plenipotentiary from GOD, and 
began that Part upon Earth in his Pfopbetick Of- 
fice, and carries it on in Heaven, as Advocate, 
K™g> Judge: and in that Profpeft he is calPd 
the Light cf the JVdrld, the Way, the Truth, Ma- 
fier,Lord % &c. The fecond Part, tffe. YAsPrieftly 
Office, was to atone, make Peace with, or, 
which is the very fame Thing in fcther Words, 
reconcile' God to Man; to that Pufpofe he is 
flilcd the Lamb of God, a Prieft for ever, after the 
-Order of Melchifedeck, a Propitiation, the life tf 
the World, &c. And that was accomplifhed on 
Earth, in the Sacrifice of himfelf, ana ever fince 
carried on in Heaven, by way of Memorial there 
and Interceflion for us ; where he fits atthe Rights- 
Hand of God, a Plenipotentiary, or complete 
Mediator, between God and Maa, for effe&ing 

a thorough 
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a tborougb Recanciliapon and nftitaal Fricndfljip c H AP ' 
between both. . . . . l 1X - _ 

. •>. . » ■ 

The firft Talk upon our Mediator was to 
reconcile Man to God-, in ordet to which he 
came down from Heaven * .Plenipotentiary from 
God* .that Qmanuel, God with us, to begin the 
Negotiation with Man. And therefore it is faid, 
it pltafcd the Father that in him ALL Ful- 
nefs Jhould dwell, and the Fulnefs of the Godhead 
dwelt in trim, BODILY: Which was, when his 
only begotten Son defcerided from the Bofom of 
his Father, and affumed our Nature, and Body y 
being Son of Man, as he was before Son of God, 
all Fulnefs, ue. of Divine, as well as Human Na- 
ture dwelt in him. And as God was com pleat and 
full in him, fo we ate faid to be compleat in him. 
And this Idea ofa Mediator fills and compleats 
the Senfe of Scripture, and brings in Harmony 
pall the Parts. 

. , Whe n God and Man become united in one 
Perfon, what can be a more aufpicious Sign ofa 

, future; Reconciliation to his ft raying Creature N 

. Man? Or a more intimate Token of Friendship? 
And through that Vinculum dei& bominis, having 

. Ijellowfhip with the Son of . Man united to the 
Son of God, .we are faid to hw^FellowJhip with 
the Father y to he one with God, and God- with us : 
And being thus united in natural Brotherhood ttf 
him, who is Son of God by Nature, we have a 
Security from Nature, (tranfeending the Relatioii 
of common Creatures to their Creator) as well at 
from Adoption, of that fur jpaffing Love, Privi- 
lege, and Intimacy of. being called the Sons of 
God ; who is our Father in Chrift by Relation, as 
well as Adoption ; and that Chriftian Idea of the 
. .. R 4 FATHER 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



248 DEISM DELIl*EAT*EJDi! 

CHAP. FATHER is *e higheft, the mod comprc 1 * 11 - 
**l, five Idea of Father that can be exhibited. And 

^V"if the covenanted Relation to God is thus firmly 
grounded upon the natural Relation, how unna- 
tural, and unkind to themfelves are the Rqeftert 
of Christianity ? And when we cukivaccrthe5piri/ 
efCbriJl fhed upon baptized Chriftians abundantly, 
we are doubly one with Cbrift, in Ficftr, and in 
Spirit: And through him related, as well as 
adopted Sons of God, Heirs, and Joint^Hein with 
Cbrift. It being previoufly neceflary, a$ is known 
to all the World, that all Adoption mod be found- 
ed in famenefs of Nature; but to qualify us for 
that, we are firft to be tranjlated out of the, Kingdom. 
ofDarknefs, into the Kingdom of bis dear Son. • The 
Vnderftandings of Men by Nature werejdarkea 9 d, 
being alienated from the Life of God,* through the Ig- 
norance that is in them, kccaujeoftbe Blmdnefs/of 
their Hearts, Epb. iv. 2. 

^ 

B y his Son's teaching us the whole WiU of God, 
was fulfilPd, his being the Angel wMtffenger of 
the Covenant, the prime Apoftle of our. Pryfsjfion* 
in thofe loft Days, when Godjpaketo mbyhh Son* 
as that Prophet, importing Teachertas well hs 
Foreteller, who was to come into the World* 
and that Cbrift, who, when he came, vrzs to teach 
all Things. He* wis foretold to be a Propbet-hkt 
tinto Mofes -, a King like David, fitting upon the 
Throne of Ifrael > and a Priejl after the Order of 
Melcbifedeck. For as foon as God proffered the , 
R eadinefs of his Difpofition to be reconciled, rand . 
the Bowels of his Mercy to fhew wonted Favour, 
in the Profufion of his Offers ; it was neceflary In 
all Decorum, that the inferior* Party, JStfan, a. 
Fugitive from God and Duty v (houki flop, and 
turn about, efpecially when overtaken by pod ; 

and 
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and hearken what he had to fay to him, and im- CHAP.* 
mediately, fct about what he bid him do, toceafe **. 
his Enmity, and be reconciled to him, and his ^VV 
own Happinefi: Without which, it was impoflibte 
that the Holy God either could, or would be fboner, 
or any farther reconciled to? him. For Repentance 
muft go before Prayer ; and if the Prodigal Son 
had not begun to return, the Father had not gone 
out to have met hinu 

And becaufe the Original Iipage of God was 
compofed of perfeft Knowledge of Good and 
Duty, through, manifold Sms and Iniquities Man 
had loft the Light of the Path he ihould walk in, 
and almoft the Sight of the Good he Ihould pur- 
fue ; and by the Firverfenefs of their Ways (both 
Jews and Gentiles) had wilfully corrupted the 
Rule of Duty, and brought it down to the Mea- 
fures and Inclinations of their own wretched Obe- 
dience -, it was prevjoufly necefiary for the hea- 
venly Inftruftor to give them both an entire Rule 
of the whole Duty of Man, that the new Man 
might be renewed in Knowledge, after the Image of 
bim that created him* Col.'iii. 10. and, accord- 
ing to the tenor of the new Covenant, for the 
better putting the Law into the AGnd, and writing 
it upon the Heart, that they might the better af- 
terwards know the Numbdr, aod.Heinoufnefs of 
Tranfgrefllons, and endeavour to taend for the 
Time to come. Knowledge of Sin muft go before 
perfeft Repentances and Knowledge of the Re- 
ligion of the End, and of the Means, muft like- 
wife precede the dueObfcrvance of either of them . 

Mr.Lo£K*erywell'obfeFves*, * Thatnatu- 
** nil Rdigion in its foil Extent, was ho where 
* Ri*J*uAlaufs of ChrifBaa. fage 2^5, 266. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



£5© D.EISM Dfi Litis Affect 

CHAP. *> ashe knew of, taken Cue of by th&Fonee o£ 
.i*/ 4 natural Reafon; that it is too hard a Thing 
> r v w " forunaffiftedReafon, to eftabli(h Morality in 
44 all its Parts upon its Foundations, with a dear 
44 and convincing Light : And it is at leaft a furcr 
44 and (hotter Way, to the ApprehcnGons of the 
44 Vuta&r, and Mafi of Mankind, that one tna- 
44 nifeftly font from God, and coining with vifibk 
44 Authority from him, (hould, as a King and 
44 Law-maker, tell them their Duties ; and require 
44 their Obedience; than leave it to the long, and 
u fometimts intricate Deductions of Reafon, to 
44 be made out to them : Which the greateft Part 
44 of Mankind have neither Leifure to weigh, 
44 nor through Want of Education, Ufe and 
44 Skill to judge of. We fee how unfuccefsful in 
44 this, the Attempts of Philofophcrs were before 
44 our Saviour's Time, How (hort thfeir feveral 
4 ' Syftems came of the Pcrfa&ion of a true and 
complete Morality is very vifible." 



ct 



W h i lst on Earth he had many Things to 
communicate to his Apoftles, which they wert 
not able to bear, and therefore after his Afcenfion, 
fent the Holy Gboft to infpire them with whatever 
was, or could be occafionally wanting to the End 
of the World, and bring all Things to their Re* 
membranoe, of his Life, and Do&rine; and 
commit it to Writirg, as the unchangeable Stan- 
dard of Truth, and Charter of Salvation, to all 
Ages, and Nations, where it-fliall appear. 

Therein is a complete Rule of Life and 
Manners, and a Treafure of the Knowledge of 
God, and Gurfehres, as far as» irnecefiary in this 
Life •, without phe leaft Afftdbtripn of thofeArtt 
of difputiog, pro apd con, upon every Subjeft, 

fo 
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fo highly admired among the Greeks for Wifdom ; GH AP. 
rareful not to amufe, but convince the R^°n»iJ^Lj 
reaify the Will, and raife the Affe6tions by the^^ 
native Majefty and Simplicity of Troth 5 a Sim* 
plicity of pure greatnefs of matters incxpreffibly 
noble, and worthy of its Author, therefore you 
find a chafte contempt of meretricious Orna- 
ments, and a defigned Negligence as to fyftema-, 
ckal or declamatory Method* artificial Eloquence, 
cmbroider*d Periods, varnilh*d Expreffions, **- 
iking Words of Mens fVifdom* wherewith the So- 
phifts and Rhetorician* univerfally ftudied to il- 
luminate and embelifh their, for the mod Part, 
vairf-glorioas Compofure* about uncertain, tri- 
vial, controverted Things. Though thatObfer- 
vation is always true, ftmplex €ff nuda Veritas eji 
luculentior \ quia fatis ornata per yi, &c. adeoque 
ornamentis extrinfetus odditis fucata torrumpitur : 
meridacium vero fpt'exe placet alien a > Laft. But 
the beauty and fublime of Holy Scripture arifing 
from Things* not fcom Words, from the nego- 
tiation, importance, and majefty of the Things 
k difcovers, palling by fuch mean addrefs of bu* 
'man affiftance, in addreffing to Men, thereby 
engaged and fecured the thing intended, viz, the 
petufel of the Whole ; that the heavenly Do&rine 
might be infenjtbly imbib*d; and every Man's 
Reafon make the better conftru&ion, by the 
Rule of Proportion* comparing fpiritual Things with 
fpiritattli of any, together with every Part of the 
whole*.' 

Whilst 

*<Aft* th» Dkmk MuM for ratfqg tte «*&&, vsote at 
fiauby Tunes, tnd<m4iyers Occafiww for oiakiag wife onto 
Salvation, iadudes the Qccafions of aU Men ; wiulft it pointf 
gut tfcofe Parts to be meft ftudied and applied, which ad- 
diafi theanfehres to every erne's rdjw&ivc Wants i That whe- 
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chap. 

**!, Whilst it left human eloquence, which na- 

^^'"^wrally arifes from the warmth of affe£Uons truly 

touch'd with fuch affe&ing Subje&s, to kindle at 

the moft beautiful inffired* Simplicity in relating 

% matters 

cher fcverally or jointly there is any Error in the Underftand* 
ing ; any Mif-ruLe in the* Afleclions and Appetites ; any Per- 
verfenris, or Difobedience in the Will, with re(pe& to the 
Religion of the End, or the Means, the Man may be inftrwg- 
td, curdled, &c. and thorough!* firm/bed to all good Works. 
Bat the Majefty and Ufefulneto, the Serioufnefs and Impor- 
tance of thofe Directions to Sinners, and Penitents, as we all 
are, or mould be, would be impaired and difrefpe&ed, if the. 
Holy Page, and Chapter, Gojpels and Epiftles were taken 
up with thofe BttU things of Human Art, harmonious Sen- 
tences, laboured Exactness, quaint Tranfitions, Periods mea- 
fur'd, weighed out in Antkheles, and rounded at proper Di- 
ftances. But it is the Glory and the Wifilom of t bote Writ- 
ings to be clear of fidfe Eloquence, the tinkling Style of fuel- 
ling Words of Vanity ; their Power oanfifts in the, Plainnefi 
of Words with eafy Figures, enriched with the nbbleft an4 
fublimeft of all Subjects in the World, which makes Divine 
Eloquence ; the Truth of Things adorns them with the true 
Sublime, - and die Importance of what is (aid fufficiently em* 
belliihes the Words, and fmooths the Soul : That makes them 
fo fuccefsful in convincing the Wifeft, as well as inltrufting 
the weakeft Underftanding; infinitely preferable to your falte 
affiled Eloquence, which takes care to fupply the Want of 
Senfe and Subject with Decorations of alluring Words accu- 
rately placed and methodized for filling the Ear, and delight- 
ing the Imagination. But what is there in all the Treasures 
of %he Eloquence of Greece or Rom ? The Effea muft be like 
the Caufe— Grief, Anger, Hatred, Love, rarfedfor woridfy 
Things, and moving well in Wads, raifes and moves the 
like Paffions for the like Objects, by an artificial and mecha- 
njchal Procefe. But nothing can move and affe& the Heart, 
but the Heart, and what is a di/cemer of the Heart, the Word 
tf God % which moves and penetrates like a two edged Sword; 
Shd'ty the Help of an Ihcorn i p t afrte Seed, renews as it were 
withaiiewPrmcip!e,toanewLifei/^^/iyiie/. Thisis above 
the Power, and out of the reach of mem Human Eloquence. 
' ' * This is an evident Proof that the Holy Scriptures relating 
to the World's Saviour, are the true Word and Work of God * 

not 
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matters of Faft ; at the noble *M$n<rix, or Intre- CHAP. 
fidUy of Truth*; at the adorable Sublimity of the **!, 
moft Divine Things in their wonderful habitude V * - V^ / 
add refpefts to us ; at the infpiring Pat be tick of 
the Goodnefi and Mercy of God, in the Redemp- 
tion of the World, and the Forbearance of Sin- 
ners. And when the fire is kindled, to fpeak 
with the tongue, and affeft fheir Neighbours with 
the fame ; who, through thoughtleflhefs and 
worldly affairs, are little affe&ed with it; and 
fometimes become the Pen of a ready writer, for 
that purpofe. And how bleffid is the Man that 
reafonetb of Holy Things by bis Underjlanding ? Ecluf. 
xiv. 20. 

not didatjtby the Spirit and Wifdom of Man, bat really in- 
foired and plainly derived from the Holv Spirit, the Wifdom 
from above: Like the reft of the Works of God, plain and 
fimpfe to the View, they prefefit their Sublimity and the 
Characters of their Divinity, to the Underftanding of Man, 
by having all that is b$fi and grtat, and being free from the 
Mixture of ercxy Thing that does not belong to, nor bttom 
the Nahtrg of the Subject treated of. Is it not very obferr* 
able, that all die Ewagehftt fpeak of the Cmifixion of our 
Lord inthe fianplicity of Fa£b and Circumftances without the 
leaft emotion, commiferation, reflection, or exclamation of 
forrow on bis Account ? Becaufe <wap$ngfir htm after the h& 
was over, did not being to the Subjcft, but to -weep for them- 
fehes and char Sins, the true Oecafion of it. Yet what one 
mere hoaan, uinnfpiwd Author fitting down to write the 
Hiftory of his Friend laying down his Life for his fake, could 
contain from throwing in the pity of feme inch ExprefEons 
as thefc, fbHb good a Peribn, Thai \ bidtfernndabiturFau! 
&c. But as we find- nothing of that, we may concluded a x 
Surety that the Finger of God was in the Writing, for the 
general good of Mankind. And that the Prophets writing 
fo many Years before the Faft, would be afietted with Senti- 
ments of his Sufferings like Eye-Wknefles, and abound with 
she moft tender and pathetyk Bxpyeffions is moreth*n natu- 
ral, is plainly the End of fupeniwtural Jnfpiration. 

The Concurrence of the Bvangelifti, is a Teftimony of 
their Veracity ; and the Simplicity of Variation, a Proof of 
their no Combination, 

So 
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CHAP. 

B£. S o far is the Gofpcl from lefiening or relaxing 

^-^V^^the moral Law of Nature, which was fallen into 
defuetude, and had loft its dire&ion, through 
the corrupt doctrines, and vicious praftices of 
Jews and Gentiles ; that its profe&d deflgn is to 
fulfil and eftabliih, confirm and ftrengthen k ; 
by clearing it of Error, improving the Senfe/ and 
extending the Obligations to the thoughts and 
inward parts, the principal Agent in morality. 
Our Lord filled up (as in the Original) • and re- 
ftor'd the true Meaning which Was ftolen awajr 
by the Scribes, and fecreted hy the Pbanfets. 
Whatever the Light of Nature difcovers to be 
true, bonejt, juft, pure, lovely, of good Report, if 
there be any Virtue, if there be any frai/e, it 
obliges, Phil. iv. 8. to cultivate, and think of* 
thofc Things. 

A n d as it would have all Degrees of Men to 
be faved, and come to the Knowledge of the 
Truth, it comprehends all Sorts, under its Obe- 
dience, from the higheft to the loweft: It vm a 
great Defed in the Philosophers, proceeding from 
a fupercilious Contempt, accounting them Pro- 
fhane, that they never adapted their moral Rca- 
fonings, or Inftrudions to the Commonalty, but 
to the Learned only •, fo that they, who 'moft 
needed Inftru&ion, went without k. But in the 
Gofpel, according to Mr. Lotto Judgment* " Ail 
" the Duties of Morality tie clear and plain, and 
" eafy to be un^erftood* And here I appeal, 
44 whether this be not the fureft, the (afeft, and 
44 moft effectual Way of teaching; cfpecially-iS 
u we add this farther Confideration ; that as it 
" faits the loweft Capacities of reafonable Crea^ 
41 tures, fo it readies and fatisfies, nay, en- 

44 lightens 
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" lightens the bighcft 9 and the moft elevated CH A P* 
«* Underftandiogs cannot but fubmit to the Au- I *L I 
€ * thority of this Do&rine as Divine *. W 1 ^ 

Fo r the Gofpel, moreover, refers the Obe- 
dj eoee of every one, to the Authority of God 
commanding it; placing it to his Account as the 
Infpe#or and Rewarden And this gives the 
controuling Advantage to Chriftianity beyond 
all the teaching of PhUofophy, according to that 
of Lan&ant De fal/a fapitnt. cap. 26. Nemo 
iptur credit i quia tarn fc bomnevt put at ejfe, qui 
akdit ; quarn efi ille 9 qui pradpit: and it may be 
added, nonvoxbomimsfonat. " Did the Saying of 
<c AriftippuS) or Confulius> give it an Authority ? 
" Was Zeno a Llaw-giver to Mankind ? If not, 
" what he or any other PhUofopher delivered, 
<f was but a Saying of his. Mankind migho 
** hearken to it, or rcjeft it, as they pleafecL 1 * 
Lath's Keafonabkiu of Qbriftian. f. 269. " The 
" Rules of Morality were . in different Coun- 
*♦. tries and Softs different. And natural Reafixi 
" no where had, nor was like to cure the Defeds 
4 * and Errors in them," fag. 175. Always re* 
membring, .that for every wilful Difobedience, 
without Repentance, he will call us to a fevere 
Account in the Life after this. 

And that every one might have the Teft of 
die Sincerity and good Confidence of his own 
Obedience, and canfequently of his Hopes and 
Fears hereafter, in the keeping of his own Brcaft, 
he is acquainted, that whoever keepeth the whole 
Law, yet offendetb in one Point* is guilty of all* 
James ii. 10. That if he has retrenched his In- 

• J^fimihotfj of CUtisa, MP 281. 

clinaion 
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CHAP, clinarion to all Sin, fave one, and that one as 
*X. j ear M an £y^ or a Right-band* it muft be parted 

^^with. If he indulges himfelf in the Commiffion 
of any one known Sin, or Omiffion of a plain 
Duty* he cannot be a fincere Servant of God 
till he has Refpeft unto all his Commandments ; 
becaufe the Authority ftamp'd upon all equally, 
is difobeyed in offending, with reipeft to any one 
of them i no one is allowed to pick and chufc 
Duty, and fet up a Religion for themfelves ; but 
to take and.obferve, as they find it in his Holy 
Word prefcribed, and required by God, the Au- 
thor of their Lives, the Giver of their Faculties 
and all their Opportunities, and the Sovereign of 
their Confcience. 

The Virtue anB Neceflity of univerfal Obe- 
dience is obvtoui, not only becaufe nothing elfe 
than the Avoidance of all known Sin, and Prac- 
tice of all known Duty is, or ought to be called 
true Virtue \ but becaufe nothing lefeis a true i^*0- 
lification (all and every the Commandments and 
Prohibitions being Direftions for perfe&ing that 
Qualification) as well as for lefiening theFondneft 
of Enjoying, and the Pain that otherwife would 
be prefent at the final Adieu we muft one Day hid 
to all worldly Things, but above all for relifhing 
and enjoying the Happinefs of a future State. For 
as we arefociable Creatures, and Wor(hippers.of 
God in this Life, fo (hall we be in the next : And 
therefore the previous Weaning the Love and 1 
Affe&ions of the Soul, by Temperance in all 
Things, from what is not to be had in that State 1 
and a Delight in the Sociable ; and likewife in 
the Divine Virtues of loving, thanking, trailing, 
and depending upon God ; or, in other Words, 
% fiber % rigbtews % and godly Life, arc all necefiary 

so 
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to go along with as. This explains that fine Ex- C H A P. 
preffion of the Raman Orator, chough to himfclf **?. 
obfcure, eft virtus nihil aliud quam in fe perfeffa^ V ^V W 
Csf ad fummum perdufta natura*. 

This makes it truly what it is, Religion from 
Heaven, and to Heaven in Profpeft; awful, 
binding, and yet mod comfortable ; and gives 
it the Force and Power of the Law of God over 
all' itsSubjeds; which is a fenfible authoritative 
Obligation, vaftly fuperior to the faint Obliga- 
tions deduccable from the Fitncfs of Things to the - 
Good of the Whole, or the Relation of Perfons, 
and Things, to one another; which are under- 
stood but by few. For that Reafon our Author 
chofe to derive his Religion from that Source* to , 
confound the Reafon, and weaken the fettled Re- 
ligion of as many as he could ; as kind a Thing, 
as to fend them to feck what, by much thinking, 
may be perceived by the Light of a Lanthorn, be- 
fore thar, which at the fame Time, is aftually dif- 
cover*d by the Light of the Sun, at Noon-day. 
For it is the Glory df Chriftianity to give Light 
to them that fit in Darknefs, and a&ually lofc 
their Way whilft they boaft of the Light of Na- 
ture. It enlightens theUnderftanding of all De- 
grees, and Ages of Mankind, as foon as they 
arrive at the Ufc of Reafon ; and improves and 
cultivates their rational Faculties in the moft de- 
firable of all Knowledge, the Things of Religion, 
the peculiar Things of its Province : By (hewing 
God to us in a clear and more affefting Light of 
thofe Attributes and Perfections which relate to 
us as Creator, and Governor Comptroller and 
Judge, Prefer ver and Lover of Men, than Phi- 

• Cede Leg. 1. 
Vol. I. S lofophy 
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CHAP, lofophy was able to recommend ; and {hewing 
IX - us ourfelves to ourfelves, how continually we de- 

^^^-^pend upon him, for what we are, for all we have 
received, and for all we hope for : Our minuteft 
Affairs being at no Time beneath his Care, and 
our great concern in fecuring his Favour, by our 
own Care, always the Objeft of his particular 
Bleffing and Affiftance : it (hews us from whence 
we are fallen \ what is the Recovery, and what is 
the Exaltation of our Nature ; Jiow ignorant we 
- are of ourfelves wherein our Happinefs confifts ; 
how it would redeem us from the Cheat we would, 
if let alone, put upon ourfelves, from the fore- 
warned Deceitfulnefc of Sin, and Love of Temp- 
tation, from wronging ourfelves of our high Re- 
ward -,' and truly informs us how cold, and un- 
conftant we are in that Purfuit. 

No wonder Philofophers were divided and 
fubdivided intoendlels Variety of Opinions, and 
all of them miftaken, about Man's Happinefs ; 
when the great Duration of his Being, in a future 
Stated was left out of the 'Account ; whilft the 
perfed Law of Liberty informs us, how far we 
muCt ever be from Happinefs, as long as we go 
on in the wilful Cuftom of Sin. And what they 
were unhappily ignorant of, lamenting the Want 
of an Inftruflor, (being unable to reconcile their 
natural Notions of the Juftice, and the Goodneis 
of God to their guilty Minds) in what Manner 
we are to apply for the Peace of Confcience, and 
to be fure of obtaining Remiflion of Sins, the 
Favour of a reconciled God, and an acceptable 
Welcome, and a filial Freedom to worfhip, and 
endeavour to ferve him better, as our heavenly 
Father, and beft Friend. 

i And, 
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CHAP. 
And, whilft we pretend not to throw off a M **^, 
Worfhip of him, nor the Thoughts of getting *^ 
us Pardon for our Sins, it farther acquaints us, 
what Opinions of Men Goddiflikes, and mod 
refifts in his gracious Methods of revealing him- 
felf for thefpeedier and more effl&ual Advance- 
ment of our Happinefs. They are of two Sorts : 
one is Hypoerify, the formal outfide Religion, and 
that too in Conformity but to fotnc Duties, like 
the Pbarifees \ for there are, and ever will be fuch 
in Chriftianity ; againft which, crar Lord declares 
himfelf with particular Odium, and Condemna- 
tion, as being not only the Difappointment, but 
the utter Subverfion of his Religion, after it is ac- 
knowledged, ahd.where-ever it is received. The 
other is of thofe, who, out of a vain Self- flatter- 
ing Conceit of die S U F F I C I E N C Y of their 
own Reafon, and Righteoufncfs, (I wifh it never 
was the Cafe of Deifts) arrogantly imagine, they 
ftand in no Need of Repentance ; or, which is 
the fame Thing, no revealed Methods from Hea- 
ven for carrying it on, no Redeemer to bring 
them to it, or offer them Health and Salvation. 
Againft fuch righteous as thefe, fuch whole in their 
own Conceit, (however our Author has accumulated 
his Contempt by burlefquing it, p. 41.) our Lord 
declares, he came not to call them to Repentance, 
or offer himfelf a Phyfician ; but only to fuch 
Sinners aswcrtfenfible of their Difeafe, and wea- 
ry'd with the Burthen of their Sins : fo fenfible of 
their own Infufficiency and continual Dependance 
upon God, as to think his Providence both in 
Temporals, and Spirituals, to be more to them 
towards their profpering in either, than their own 
mere Endeavours. 

S~2 Whilst 
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CHAP. 

**-, Whilst the oppofite Temper is precluded, 

^ r>v ^ S Decaufe it precludes Inftru&ion even from God 
himfelf, and refifts the true Purpofes of his Re- 
velation, and will have none of his Ways ; but, 
in their Tulrn, the poor Wretches will find the 
Fate of being refifted by him, with an Abafe- 
ment meet for fo much Pride and Contumacy ; 
of all Frailties the leaft becoming human Na- 
ture, that fliould always live and breathe in the 
Dependance of a Creature on his Creator, and a 
Servant to his Lord ; and the mod miferable 
Cafe in any Patient for the Son of God himfelf 
to cure. It is really the only contemptible Dif- 
eafe in Man that is born of a Woman, as well as 
the mod infenfible of its dangerous Condition. 
The old Philofophers bore their Faculties with 
Modefty, and enjoy M their Reafon with Defires 
of improving it ; but our modern Defpifers, whtlft 
they adorn and brighten their Reafon by what 
they borrow from Revelation, ungratefully con- 
temn its main Defign upon them. 

"How fhort their feveral Syftems [of Phi- 
cc lofophers] came of the Perfect ion of a true and 
" complete Morality is very vifible. And if, 
"^fince that the Chriftian Philofophers have much 
" out-done them, yet we may obferve, that the 
u firft Knowledge of the Truths they have ad- 
<c ded, are owing to Revelation: Though as 
" foon as they are heard and confider'd, they are 
" found to be agreeable to Reafon ; and fuch as 
" can by no Means be contradicted. Every one . 
" may obferve a great many Truths which he 
" receives at firft from others, and readily af- 
" lents to, as confonant to Reafon, which he 
44 would have found it hard, and, perhaps, be- 

" yond 
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<c yond his Strength ta have difcover'd himfelf. CHAP. 
<c Native and original Truth is not fo eaGly ^* 
* c wrought out of the Mine, as we who have it v ^v^ 
*' deliver'd, ready dug and fafhion'd, into our 
cc Hands, are apt to imagine." Locke's Rea T 
fonablenefs of Cbriftian. page 266. " Many are 
* 4 beholden to Revelation, who don't acknow- 
6< ledge it," page 278. If they make the Son 
of God an lmpoftor^ they are guilty of the Sin 
againft the Holy Gboft ; and if they fay, there was 
no need of his coming to be a Propitiation for 
our Sins, they make God a Lyarj and either 
Way they defpife and perifh. 

A s Man is a fociable Creature, Chriftianity im- 
proves all the Human Virtues ; fecuring the good 
Order of Society, in every Member, upon the 
furcft and moft lafting Principles, of not only an 
honorary, but a confcientious publick Spirit, as 
doing their refpe&ive Duties to God, rather than 
unto Men. 

The publick Spirit and Love of Country, 
which fo remarkably animated fbme Heathen 
Nations, was foil of Injury to other Countries 
round about, and fee them upon conquering and 
enflaving innocent Neighbours, who defign'd 
them no Wrong ; but the Chriftian Spirit en- 
larged the narrow Bounds of that Benevolence 
to all Mankind, to refpedt and ferve the moft di- 
ftant Perfon upon Earth, as a Fellow Citizen, 
or next Door Neighbour, if he happened co want 
our Help, and we are poflefled of Ability, and 
Opportunity to aflift. 

A s to the Paffions that may be injurious to 

ourfclves, or to any Body elfe, Chriftianity is fo 

S 3 far 
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CHAP, far from letting them loofe to Words, or Ac* 
^J^^tions, that it chains them within the Boundaries 
^^*of the Thoughts, arid fuppreffes them there. 

In (hort, it purifies the Heart as well as en- 
lightens the Underftanding ; fan&ifies Affli&ion j 
and when it is for the Sake of a good Con- 
fcience, the after Profpedt turns it into Joy ; re- 
moves the Sting of Death, unknown to the Hea- 
then to be the Wages of Sin •, gives Joy of Mind 
and Peace of Conscience in the Senfe of God's 
Favour ; re&itude to our whole Behaviour ; and 
Heaven at the End of our Days ; every one of 
which were Strangers to the Schools of Philofo- 
phersi nor could they promife, much lefs fecure, 
one of them to their Votaries. It delivers from 
the greateft Evils, as Slavery and Dominion of 
Sin, of Paffion, and the Devil ; the Dread of 
God's Anger, and the fearful Expe<Stations and 
Punilhmcnts of a future Life, and in the room of 
them introduces, and enftates us in the contrary 
Enjoyments. 

The invaluable Defign of its Fakh and Doc- 
trines, its Means, its Precepts and Prohibitions, its 
Promifes and Threats, with all its other Motives, 
its Examples, its internal Aids, and its external 
Helps and Inftruments, are all, and feverally, to 
improve us in Goodnefs here, in order to qualify 
us for greater Happinefs hereafter. Whoever 
would fee " the true Gofpel- Morality carried to 
" higher Degrees of Purity and PerfeOion, than 
* c had been pradlifed before either by Jew or 
" Gentile -, and how the Relations among Men, 
* c and the Duties belonging to them, center in 
" God, and the Offices of this Life are conneft- 
u etf with the Happinefs of the next. From 
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" the SmSions of Duty, which the Civil Rela- CHAP, 
cc tions among -Men have received from God. *J*1* 

€ * From the Manner of God's Dealings v-r V - *-' 

* c with Men* F rom the Example of drift 

** our Lord and Matter."—— E r om the Regard 
<c we owe to our Holy Prufe£ioiu—~$ rom the 
** Relation we bear to Heaven while we live upon 

" Earth. From the different Sources of mo- 

Cs ral and immoral Actions. From the In- 

i€ fluence which our Regard and Difregard to the 
*' Duties of Morality will have upon our future 
" State 1" let them confult*. 

And is not this univerfal Rule of the Reli- 
gion of the End, and of the Means, for regula- 
ting oar Lives and Converfation in this World, 
this Word of God, legible, intelligible alfo, 
as it is by all, familiarly delivered to us, by the 
Son of God in our Likenefe; ftamp'd by the Au- 
thority of Miracles ; by Authority alfo of his 
own Example living up to the Rules he gave ; 
incomparably preferable to our Author's Religion 
of Nature, drawn from the Confideration of what 
makes for the Good of the Whole, and the Re- 
lations we ftand in to God, and one another? 

He fays f, " 'TistheReafonorFitnefsof the 
^ Thing* that makes it a Divine Law, ; and con- 
lf fequemly, that they who never heard of any 
*' external Revelation, yet if they knew from 
" the Nature of Things, what is fit for them to 
" <k>, they know all that God will, or can require 
€< of them; fince his Commands are to be mea- 

* The Bijbop of ZW<w's 2 Vaft. page 68, &c. where they 
will find it drawn up with great Judgment, as well as Brevity. 
See alfo ^4, Gfc. 

S 4- " fur'd 
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CHAP." fur*d by the antecedent Fitnefs of Things ; and 
*^_," Things can only be faid to be fit, or unfit, but 

v ^* v " as they are for, or againft the common Good." 
If they knew from the Nature of Things, what is fit 
for them to do, &c. u e. if they know the Will of 
God, they know it 5 if the Sun (bines, it fhines. 
Things can only be faid to be fit, or unfit, but as 
they are for, or againft the common Good. But how 
(hall the Generality know what makes mod for, 
or againft the common Good? Shall they be fent to 
the common Field of Nature, to glean it up 
there? or turn Patriots and Politicians in the 
Government of their Country, or Univerfelifts in 
the univerfal Government of intelligent Beings, 
in order to live fober, righteous, and godly Lives 
in their private Sphere ? 

Again, " If the Creator will do every Thing 
" the Relation he Hands in to his Creatures makes 
" it fit for him to do ; and expefts nothing from 
" them, but what the Relation they (land in to 
" him, and one another, makes iikewife fit for 
cc them to do, how can they be ignorant of their 
" Duty ? " I anfwer, very eafily in the prefcnt 
Degeneracy of human Nature ; as is but tpo true 
in Experience in the Heathen World, ancient, 
and modern. Studious Perfons of exalted Minds 
do well in enquiring into the verbal written Com- 
mands of the Author of Nature, by the natural 
.Fitnefs of Things ; and the more they enquire, the 
, ' more Wifdom they will be fure to difcover ia lay- 
ing his external Commands in the internal Nature 
and Fitnefs of Things: And when they find it 
out, and fay, he that runs may read, and that 
it is as diftinguilhable as Colours to the Eye, and 
Sounds to the Ear, they hope, that every body 
elfe will fee with their Eyes. 

But 
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CHAP, 
But with our Author to fuperfede external **!, 
Revelation and rely upon internal, is to prefer S "*V""*\ 
Darknefs to Light, or the Light of the Stars to 
that of the Sun ; and to remit the Bulk of Man- 
kind to the Light of Nature, in order to find 
out the Law of Morals, is to fuppofc them all 
Philofophers ; having a Capacity, and alfo Lei- 
fure for making fuch Discoveries. Whereas, 
upon all Occafions of Duty, thus and thus is is 
written, is to them, and all the World, more di- 
rectory and ufeful, and at hand, than thus and 
thus it may be proved by a long Train of Rea- 
fbning. 

And therefore the Light of Reafon in our 
Author's Way of recommending it before Reve- 
lation, is fofar from being an abfolutely ferfeff 
Rule, that it is, and ever will be, a very imper- 
feft one of itfelf i nor would a Collection out 
of all the Philofophers put together, amount 
to any thing near fuch a Rule ; fo far from being 
dl-fufficient and infallible, that, where there is a 
Revelation truly attefted to come from God, to de- 
pend upon the other exdufive of this lad, is moft 
certain Deceit, and the horrible Danger of being 
given up to ftrong Delufion, to believe a Lye. 

I t is the Remark of the unprejudiced Mr. 
Locke, " Whatever was the Caufe, 'tis plain in 
" Fad, Human Reafon uRaffifted, fail'd Men 
44 in its great and proper Bufinefs of Morality. Ic 
44 never from unqueftionable Principles by their 
44 Deductions, made out an entire Body of the 
44 Law of Nature. And he that Qiall colfeft all 
"«thc moral Rules of the Philofophers, and 
?' compare them withthofe contained in the New 

44 Teftament, 
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CHAP. « Teftament, will find them to come fliortof 
y}?L. " the Morality deliver'd by our Savt9ur i and 
^^"^ taught by his Apoftles; a College made up 
" for the mod pare of ignorant, but tnipired 
" Fifhermen*." * 

But under this deliberate fetting up natural 
Religion, in Oppofition to revealed, there fcems 
to be this Myftery of Iniquity induftrioufly con- 
ceal'd and cheri(h*d. That whereas Christianity 
is ftrift in requiring all Regularity of Manners 
fincerely confident with the Frailty of our Na- 
ture, and fevere in threatning future Punifh- 
ment; whilft the other is free from uny pofitrue 
San&ion of Punifhment in the Life after this ; 
and at the fame time not fo exprefs andparticuJar 
in exacting Duty, or retraining the irregular 
Befircs of corrupt Nature : It is not to be won- 
dered at, if the fenfual Lovers of Pleafure more 
than Lovers of God, or Truth, fhould be pre- 
judiced in Favour of the latter: If they find out 
any Glofs of Reafon, how fallacious foever, to 
recommend it, they naturally efpoufe what fits 
fo light and eafy upon their Minds ; and take 
refuge under a Religion which feems m give 
fome Liberty to pick and chufe their Obedience, 
and not call them to account for fome Irregula- 
rities, neither here, nor hereafter. 

That our- Author in particular hz&fccrrt 
Obje&ions againft Revelation, drawn from ano- 
ther Source than Rekfon, is demonftrabk : Be- 
caufej when the Light of Reafon is to find out 
his Law of Nature from the more obfeure Na- 
ture of Things, then it is bright and perfpicu- 

*' RecfonabUnifs of Chriftian. pagt 267, 26S. 

ous, 
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ons, abfolutcly perfect and all-fufficient ; but CHAP, 
when it comes to read the more intelligible Word K * 
of God, all of a fudden it has loft its Difcern- ^"^ 
ment, and can underftand little or nothing of Ob* 
ligation; it is all over figurative, allegorical, 
and as obfeure, unintelligible, and ufelefs as the 
Papijis would make it, and for the fame End, 
viz. the better to carry on an lmpofiure that mult 
not be brought in Sight, becaufe it would imme- 
diately difappear like Darkncfs before the Light 
of the Holy Scripture ; and, perhaps, is at the 
Bottom one and the fame. 

A s he has made great Ufe of a Citation out 
of Dr. PrMeaux's Letter to the Dei/Is* I would 
prefent his Admirers with one from the fame 
Letter, pag. 107. " The Papijis , who next to 
44 Mahomet, have the greateft Claim to Impo- 
44 fiure, as to thofe Errors whkh they teach, 
" very well underftand how fuch a Caufe is to be 
4C fcrved by both thefe Particulars, [mentioned 
44 before, with refpeft to the People he made 
" choice of to propagate his Import urc: 1. Be- 
44 caufe of the Indifferency they were grown to 
44 as to any Religion at all: 2. Becaufe of the great 
44 Ignorance they were in] and therefore make ic 
" their Bufmels, as much as they can, to keep 4 N 
" their own People in Ignorance, and pervert 
<c all thofe they call Hereticks, to Atbeijm, and 
44 Infidelity, that fo having no Religion at all, 
44 they may be the better prepared again to rc- 
44 ceive theirs/ 1 

H a d he treated the Laws of God and his 
Covenant wich Man, with the common civil 
Interpretation, which his own Profeffion fug- 

gefted 
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CHAP, gefted * to be due to it, he would have made 
**L, good Senfe of both. Or had he aliow f d Chri- 

^"^^■^ftian People to make ufe of their common Rea- 
fon without that Help, they can't fail t6 read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digeft what is necef- 
fary to make wife unto Salvation ; and every 
thing elfe that is required of their feverai Capacities 
to make them wife and good in their Station of 
Life. Let them attend to that wife Dircftion of 
the Homily of the Church, " That there is no- 
4< thing fpoken in dark Myfteries in one Place, 
" but the fame is more familiarly and plainly 
** taught to the Capacity both of the Learned, 
" and Unlearned, in other Places; and thofe 
** Things in the Scripture which are plain to 
" underftand, and neceffary to Salvation, every 
* c Man's Duty is to learn them." 

This (ingle Rule duly obfervM, is of the moft 
important Service for diftinguifhing all 'ufeful 
Truth, from what is either doubtful, or falfe in 
Religion. For Inftance, plain Scripture, as well 
as plain Reafon affures us, that God is a Spirit : 
How prefently then does our Author's imperti- 
nent Harangue vanilh, about the Scriptures afcrib- 
ing Human Parts and Paflions co him ? It is one 
of the beft Prefervatives for preventing People 
being toffed to and fro with divers Winds of 
Doftrine, and keeping them fafe from the Snares 
of thofe who lie in wait to deceive. Nay, a % 
good Proficiency in the Scriptures, in diftinguifh- 
ing the plain Places from the figurative, and lay- 
ing the proper Strefs accordingly upon them, 

• Puffind. Law of Nature and Nations, Lib. V. Ch. xii. 
of Interpretation. And Gr*t. de jure B. Lib. II. Ch. xvi. 

would 
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would prevent them from being either un ft able CHAP, 
with refpeft to the End, or the Means, or un- IX - 
learned in the plain Parts of Scripture \ and con- ^^W 
fequentJy fecure them from the Danger of wreft- 
ing any Scripture to their own Deftrudion. For 
who were the unlearned in St. Peter's Time* and 
Meanings but they who were unlearned and to 
ieek in that Ufe of them, by not ftudying their 
true Ufe, comparing Place wkh Place ? As to 
human Learning, St. Peter hinffelf was unfkill'd, 
and therefore could endanger no body by the 
fame Incapacity of himfelf. By this Rule, the 
fome Things bard to be underftood, would lefien 
more and more, and either be fuperfeded or 
mafterM by the many that are plain, or left as a 
Matter of Leifure and Curiofity, mwe than any 
real Ufe. But, if recent Scripture was then lia- 
able to be fo fatally wrefted by fuch Perfons, 
whilft St. Peter and St. Paul, moft undoubted in- 
fallible Interpreters of their own Meaning, were 
living to be confulted ; can it be imagined, at 
this time, That fuch Perfons would be prevent* 
ed from wrefting, or would have recourfe for an 
Interpretation to the Office of Infallibility at 
Rome y granting all the Infallibility it can arrogate 
to the Farce that is acting there? 

A n d as the Diftinftion of the Religion of the 
E N D, and the Religion of the M EAN S it 
folidlyrgpounckd in the Nature of Things ; and 
makes every thing we can turn our Thoughts 
upon in the Chriftian Religion, fall into Sub* 
ordination and Subferviency one to another, and 
gives the Eftimate and Precedence of one Thing 
before another ; as alfo the Need of one Thing 
to another \ it is of fingylar Service and Benefit 
in regulating our Reafon and Judgment in the 

Search 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



2jo DEISM Delineated. 

CHAP. Search of Scripture, becaufe it has refpcft unto all 
IX * God's Commandments, and fhews us the Wit 
Vh ^ v ^^dom, and the real Ufe of every one of them. 

It has been (hewn before, how mudi the 
Chriftian Religion has confirmed and ftrengthen'd, 
improved and perfe&ed the Religion of the End, 
or the Religion of Nature as its Scope and Pur- 
pofe, in the three Branches of Duty, to God, 
our Neighbour, *and Ourfelves. And the Im- 
provements it has made, with refpedk to each of 
thefe, will receive an eafy Interpretation from 
the common PRUDENCE it previoufly 
fuppofes to accompany every Man's Conduft, 
who would keep a good Conference towards God, 
and alfo towards Men, as a Member of Society •, 
as he is alfo a Candidate for Heaven, and would 
have a good Hope there. 

A s Virtue is required by the Apoftle to be 
added with aU Diligence to Faith, or the general 
Knowledge of Chriftianity, as its End ; fo this 
Prudence, or particular Knowledge % as he calls it, 
Is commanded to be added to Virtue, as the true 
Difcerner what is real Virtue in the various change 
ing'Circumftances and Relations it may be placed 
under, in this (hifting Scene * ; this prudential 
Knowledge in diftinguifhing Things and Circum- 
ftances, is fuppofed to be improving from the 
Exercife of the Sentiments of the Mirf^ in dif- 
cerning Good and Evil -f, what is lefs, what is 
more, and what is moft ufeful and plain in Doc- 
trine and Inftru&ion ; and confequently will pre- 
fer to learn our Lord's own Words and Example, 
from the four Gofpeh \ the Succefi, chief Heads, 
and .Miracles attending the Gofpel in the Alls ; 
* 2 Pet. u 5. f Heb. v. 14. 

the 
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the confequent Miftakcs and Difputes about any CHAP, 
material Part of it occafionally cleared and fet IX - 
to Rights, and made the more ftedfaft, from v# ^^ 
preceding Doubts; and with very many Reproofs, 
Corre&ions, and additional Dire&ions, fquared 
to the Rule of Truth, anH Intention of the Gof- 
peU he will read andJearn in the Epiftles: From 
the Pfalms 9 Devotion -, from7^> Patience ; from 
Proverbs and EccUftaftes, both the Value, and 
the Rules of the Conduit of civil Life ; and in 
the Hiftaricd Books of the Old Teftament, in Con- 
nexion with the New, he will trace out and adore 
the wonderful Works of God, in his Provi- 
dence, forefeeing, directing, and adjufting all 
Things to the great Affair of Man's Redemp- 
tion. 

i. As we would keep a good Confcience to- 
wards GOD* when an Adion is forbidden, all 
the Tendencies in Thought, and ill Appearances 
in Fad, of that Adion are to beforborn. For 
Inftance, we are forbidden Murther, Adultery, 
therefore we are to indulge nothing of that Ten- 
dency in our Thoughts : we are not to forfwear 
ourfdves upon the folemn Occafions that Oaths 
are required, for an End of all Strife, therefore 
required in order to prevent that, and prcferve a 
due Regard for the Name of God, not to /wear 
at all in our common Converfation : If a Duty is 
required, the Opportunities for performing it 
are to be embraced ; always remembring, that 
every pofuive Injunction implies a Prohibition of 
the contrary Vices and Hindrances. 

2. Mem bbrs of SOCIETY oughttopre- 
ferve a good Confcience towards Men ; and as 
the Laws of every particular Society, are the 

Meafures 
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CHAP. Meafures of Obedience approved by God as his 
IX. own Ordinance to that Society, the Commands 

V^iP^of Princes, and thofe put in Authority under 
them, of Matters, Parents, and other Superiors, 
are to be obferv'd in all Things agreeable to thofe 
Laws, which are thef Meafure of the publick 
Good : For where abfolute Power, and not Law, 
rules, there is no publick. This explains Subje&s, 
Servants, Children's obeying in all Things. And 
as the Prefervation of ourfelves and Families, the 
main End of Society, is the Meafure of Kindnefs 
an4 Beneficence to others % that explains the lend- 
ing* hoping for nothing again* and the giving to every 
one that afks of m. And as the Prefervation of* 
Society is the Meafure and Valuation of all the 
Injuries any private Perfon can receive in Name, 
Body, or Goods; that explains the Meaning, 
and fets the true Bounds of loving Enemies* and 
of him that, takes away thy Goods* ajk them not 
again * and (hews when we are at Liberty to vin- 
dicate our Wrongs, and to forbear, or make ufe 
of Law, jurt as the Occafion is frivilous or toler- 
able, grievous and intolerable. If of this latter 
Sort 9 the open Reparation of fuch Injury is al- 
lowed, whilft fecret Revenge is forbid to accom- 
pany the Procefs, the Execution of the Law being 
one Inftance of doing Good to thofe that hate us, 
as well as doing Good to the Society : And befides 
praying for fuch an Enemy, we may at the time 
do as many Kindnefles as Prudence ihall advife for 
the fpeedier Conqueft of him, in cafe he is of a 
generous Nature. For the Law of Love and 
Benevolence which fuch an Enemy violates, is 
never the lefs in its full Force, with refpeft to 
our Obedience to it, and we ought, not only to 
wifh, but promote his true Good, as we have 
Opportunity, as well out of Hopes of reducing 

him 
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him to his Duty, as out of Concern, left: we be CHAP 
found wanting in our own. One Way or other, yJP^l. 
he is to be overcome ; becaufe the revenging of ^Y - ^ 
Injuries perpetuates the Jpiforders of. Society* 
and brirtgs home as majiy Damages as it offers to 
others i and if the dping Good for Evil will pot 
fubdue all Tempers, the Law that knows no 
Revenge, may feafonably take place, to put a 
Stop to the Effefts of his Enmity. As all moral 
Duties are founded in that Nature and Reafon of 
Things, which is the Will of God antecedent. to 
Revelation, fo the Nature and Reafon of Things 
is left by God in all his general Precepts of Mo- 
rality, to be the Interpreter of them, for the beft 
Benefit of particular Perfons, in Conjunction with 
the publick Good. 

3. B b 1 n c a Candidate for H E A V EN ; 33 
heavenly Things are to be preferr'd before earth- 
ly, in all Prudence, whenever they are incom- 
patible, Prudence will explain and proportion ita 
Measures in obfcrving thofe Precepts > Take no\ 
Thought for To-morrow •, and thofe concerning Self- 
denialy Mortification of irregular Appetites, part- 
ing with an offending Rigbt-Hand % playing without ' 
ceafingy &c. . 

Mortifying the Flefh with its Affections 
and Lufts, will at leaft mean all Exceffes and 
Irregularities that are mifchievous to others, or. 
ourfelves, that war againft the Soul and its 
Government, and the publick Good of Soqiety •, 
Self-denial is always in our Power, a conftant 
Virtue inenmbenoin all Temptations to the con- 
trary.;- and is beft maintain'd -by, that regular. 
Piety and Devotion, which, ceafing noizt its re* 
turning Times and Seafons, keeps the Soul above 

Vol. I. T • this 
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CHAP, this World, and checks the Reins of its Appetites 
K. 'for all Things in it. " The moft perfect Scope 

v *°/^ / « of Temperance in all Things being not to afflift 
4C the Body merely for Afflidlion Sake, .but 'to 
" keep it under, and raife and facilitate the 
• c Service and Miniftration of fpiritual Things * :" 
Or as St. Paul exprefles it, Jlriving for the Ma- 
fiery, in Profpedt of an incorruptible Crown. The 
Body being the chief Occafion of various Sins, in 
1 the various Temperature of its Pafllons, there 
can be no due Care of the Soul, without a due 
Guard upon the other. So that a mafterly So- 
briety is the Rule and Meafure of thofe Things, * 
and that is the Advice of Reafon and Prudence, 
as well as of Holy Scrpture. Prefenting the Body 
a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, is called 
in this laft, a reafinable Service •, to reclaim the 
Body to its due Subjeftion to the Spirit, muft 
neeas be a reafonable Service, becaufe it is a Re- 
covery to priftine Rule and Regimen, which 
was unreafonably ufurp'd in the firft Man, and 
unreasonably deferr'd to be recover'd by dhri- 
ftians, who are put in the Way by Chrift. And 
Tully prefcribes in his Laws, Lib. II. Ut mn cqfto 
moao Corpore, fed Animo etiam adeatur ad ZWj. 

A s to the Religion of the MEAN S, that 
being the vital Part of Chriftianity, as it is itfelf 
a Revelation of the beft Means to the belt End ; 
and as the Defign of that is to bring us Salvation 
and eternal Life, upon the Terms, and in the 
Way and Manner it prefcribes j if there is the 

* 'O 71 As*7a'm «f Ifk&T&as WW&t* ir& «r#V # « mi- 
t*&r& 9 p&nre* n#»*l$em 9 ***** «g?V r rSt *\v%xov 
J\jAX0rii(utiwT t iwAfar* Greg. Njiffl of the Worihip of God, 
chap. xxiL 

* lead 
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leaft Degree of true Reafon and Prudence left in CH A P* 
Men and Sinners, it will fhew itfelf : 1. In re- D ^L i 
ceiving and interpreting every thing of pure Re- ^^T^ 
relation relating to 'Jefus Cbrift^ the appointed 
Mediator between God and Man, the Head of 
all the Means for reconciling us, and obtaining 
from him, Remiffion of Sins, Peace of Confcience* 
Joy and Fellowfliip of the Holy Ghoft, and all 
the Glories and Felicities of eternal Life, as they 
are in Truth the pure Mercy, free Grace, and 
unmerited Favour of Heaven. 

Seeing Reafon, without Revelation, douM 
never have made the Difcovery, much lcfs make 
the leaft Claim of Right, or merit to fuch an 
unfpeakable Gift, it fhould neither prefume to 
add to, nor diminifh from it ; but embrace it 
with all Thankfulnefs, juft as it is offerM upon 
the Terms and Conditions propounded to us ; 
and, accordingly on our Part, fo to refpeft and 
obey thofe Commands for believing in him dying 
for our Sins, to avert all Evils from us ; and in- 
terceding at the Right-Hand of, God to procure 
all Good ; as to delay no longer to repent us of 
our Sins ; to draw near to God with the filial 
Acceptance we are adopted to *, offering up 
our Prayers and Praifes in his Name ; and liv- 
ing in Holinefs and Righteoufnefs all the Days 
of our Life. As the common Difcretion of Gra- 
titude, in order to ftrike the deeper Iiftpreffion 
on the Mind, teaches to magnify, rather than 
diminifh the Value of a free generous Gift; 
ib, in cafe of doubt, we fhould incline to that 
Side of Interpretation which afcribes all the 
Greatnefles and" Perfections of the Divine Na- 
ture to the Son of God, who defcended from 
Heaven to fave this World* that are confiftent 
T 2 with 
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CHAP, with his being the Son of God, and not the Fa- 
IX - ,<ivr himfelf. 

2. As thefe are Means, and no more than 
gleans, Prudence will inftrult us that all their 
Efficacy and Value as to ourfelves, confifts in 
their Application to, and Production of their de- 
figned End ; and till that End is obtam'd, they 
have more of a condemning, than a faving Pro- 
fefiion towards us. Faith without Works is 
dead, and Knowledge in all Myfterieq, without 
Charity, nothing worth ; Faith without Works, 
in the eloquent Allufion of the Apojtles is the 
fame infolent infolvent Abfurdity, as feeding the 
Bellies, and cloathing the Backs of the Poor with 
y^ords only. 

3. As thefe Means are indHpenfably neceffary 
(where they are promulg'd) for that End ; Pru- 
qence will accordingly apply them with all Dili- 
gence and Gratitude -, not daring to make the 
fcaft Alteration, or hoping for any Acceptance 
with God in contemning his Will and Wifdom 
m appointing them fo exprefly for that End, 
and to our own Good. And the fame Prudence 
lyili convince us, that as private Reafon is the 
Judge and Meafure of the Circumftances of pri- 
vate Service of God in thofe Means, fo pub- 
lick Discretion ought to be the Judge and Mea- 
fure of the Circumftances of the publick Wor- 
fhip and Service of Hjm. And as indifferent. 
Things in that Worfhip, are the fole Objeft of 
faffft***] and Authority whenever it thinks fit 
to interpofc and recommend, wherefoever no- 
thing does creep in as a Sin and Tranfgreffion 
of the general Law of Decency Qrder, and Edu 
fkationr never to ufe, or ftretch Liberty* yi cafe 

of 
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doubtful Interpretation, to the Prejudice and Di- CHAP, 
minution of Government and Obedience, thofe **• 
great Blcflings and Prefervatives of Society. ^^T^ 

These few prudential Obfervations will ferve 
to refcue the Scriptures from thofe puzzling Ob- 
scurities our Author purpofely throws upon them, 
in fo many Pages of his Book, in order to render 
them an ufelefs Rule of Religion. He us'd to 
(hew fome fceming refpedt to Chriftianity with 
regard to its Morality, and pretend to value It 
as a Republication of the Law of Nature, and ac- 
knowledge our Saviour as £ Prophet and Teacher ; 
yet, according to his accuftomed Inconfiftency, 
he endeavours to pull down what he bknfelf buift, 
and deftroy not only one, but every Part of that 
admirable Reftorative of the Corruption of human 
Nature : A further Confirmation this, that the 
true and only Reafon of his, and others of his 
way of thinking, declaring War againft it, is no- 
thing elfe but the Goodnefs of its Morals, and that 
Aid to, and Improvement of our diforderly Nature, 
which the old Philofophers languilh'd after, but 
thefc Men abhor; which is however giving m 
an Enemy's Teftimony to the Truth of it; that 
they who do Evil hate the Lights neither come 
to it, left their Deeds JhotUd be reproved, John 
iiL 20. 

These few Obfervations, I fay, with 1. The 
additional Care of duly obfervihg, in al 1 conneded 
Difcourfcs, the Context, in the Scope of the 
Words, the Coherence and Connexion of the 
Parts of the Difcourfe, with the Defign of tht 
Author, which is a never- failing Key to the true 
Senfe and Meaning of his Words. 

T 3 2. Always 
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CHAP.. 

**k. 2. Always interpreting ^rtf/wi, by plainer 

V WV^ Expreffions, rc ] at i n g to t h e f ame Sabje£k, where 
they are to be found ; and where they are not 
fo expounded by other Texts, extending the 
Figure, or proverbial Expreffion, or Parable, no 
farther than the precife Point of that Figure or 
Wuft ration it was adapted to. 

3. Always underftanding (for there can be 
no Inconfiftency in Truth, nor any Lye come of 
it) literal Expreffions fo, as to contradict no one 
Attribute of God, whether natural or moral, 
that is plainly known to belong to him ; nor any 
eternal Diftin&ion between Good and Evil in 
Morality, 

4. Re so lying upon doing the Will of God, 
putting on the becoming Love cf the Truth », and 
laying afide all Paflion, Prejudice, and difagree- 
ine Intereft, arifing from Filtbinefs, Superfluity of 
Naugbtinefs, and worldly Lulls. 

5. Prayer for the Affiftance of the Holy 
Spirit* who delights to encourage Enquiries into 
the Senfe of things, of his own inditing. In the 
Help of this mentioned improving Prudence, all 
well-difpofed Chriftians will receive with Meek- 
fiefs the ingrafted Word, not as it is the Word of 
Men, but as it is in Truth the Word of God ; a 
plain clear Rule of Faith and Manners in all the 
Neceffaries of Salvation, which was its primary 
Defign to make us wife in. And fecondly in 
mil other inftru&ive, corrective, and accomplish- 
ing P^rts, wherewith it would perfect and adorn 
our Knowledge and Practice 5 and exalt and con- 
fummate u$ in the higheft Glory and Felicity 

appointed 
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appointed unto Mortals. Or, in the Words of C HAP. 
that great Searcher after Truth, Mr. Locke, 



" Therein are contain'd the Words of eternal 
€< Life. It has God for its Author ; Salvation 
" for its End ; and Truth, without any Mixture 
" of Error, for its Matter * " Or, in the Phrafe 
of 2 Efd. xiv. 47. In them is the Spring of Under - 
Jlanding* the Fountain of Wifdom, and the Stream of 
Knowledge. 

9 His Letter to the Reverend Mr. King, p. 345. Colltam 
$f Pieces. 



IX. 
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CHAP. X; 

Of the Priestly Office of our Mediator 
upon Earth. 

N treating upon this moft impor- 
tant Subjedt how God was ip Chrift 
reconciling the World to himfelf, 
according to the amiable Truth as 
it is in Jefusy I will i. Shew what 
is not the Method Mankind is to depend upon. 
2. What is the Method laid down in Scripture 
for obtaining Salvation, 'or which is the fame 
Thing, Remiflion of Sins' and eternal Life. 

Un d e r the firft fclead I will (hew that where 
the Gofpel is promulg'd, neither the Republica- 
tion of the L&w of Nature, nor the Example of 
Chrift fuffering Death, as a bare Teftimony to 
God's reconcilable pifpofition to penitent Sinners, 
nor Repentance grounded upon the preemptive 
Goodnefs of God, were intended to be relied 
upon : Nor are any of them, or all together, 
Efficient to fupport the Hopes of any nominal 
Chriftian, and therefore ought to be redtificd as 
dangerous Miftakes. 



'O^ 



t. Not the Republication of the Law of Na- 
ture, which our Author makes the Sum total of 
Chriftianity ; becaufe, that fhews us from whence 
we are fallen, and points out the End of our 
i • Creation, 
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Creation, in all the Inftances of Duty we have C It A P. 
dcfle&ed from ; and, inftead of juftifying, ferves ^v^ 
to accufe us, and bring our Sins to Remem- ^ r ^ 
brance. It is but little Comfort to Rebels to 
have a new Edition of the Laws' againft Rebel- 
lion put out, they knew too much againft them- 
felves before. Do this and live, upon the old 
footing, is killing them twice over ; or to what 
Purpofe fhould th^y repent upon the fame Bot- 
tom ? kightemtfntfi was the original Conftitutiotx 
of the Kingdofa of God, but the Mediator 
making Peace for Sinners, added to the future 
Constitution of it,* Peacr^ and Joy in the Holy 
Gbojl, upon Repentance and Amendment, whica 
was to fupply loft Innocence. » 

And as & giitious Pardon is at the lamrf 
rime proclaimed tot Deviations, ho^r great, or 
many foever, excepting none, but ftfch as Sub- 
vert the Belief of that gracious Method of the 
God of all Merc<% then it fuits* their Circum- 
ffances indeed, and belongs to them to liften and 
enquire what are the Terms and Conditions of 
forgivenefe and reconciliation : And if they are 
found to be not only pra&icable, but very eafy, 
andadjufted to theWeaknefs- of our prefent na- 
ture, and the commandments new qualified to 
the Capacity of our obedience; and are no other 
than the Rules and Meafures of new and greater 
Happinefs upon fqture obedience; what Rebel 
in his wits woafd not joyfullv receive ihk Terms, 
as Life from the dead? Or not embrace the 
Conditions as a- new Leafe and Covenant of 
etiftencc and enjoyment of himfelf? Or think 
Obedience a burthen, when the ways thereof 
are Pleafantnefs and Peace, with Happinefs con- 
fummate, and within his Reach? Who would 
1 negleft 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



2%z DEISM Delineated. 

CHAP, oegledt co wafh and be clean, and bloc out his 
^^.Sins, and be received into the appointed Capaci- 
^Y^ty of Favour, only becaufe he was commanded fo 
to do by a Sovereign, as much fuperior to him in 
Reafon and Understanding, as he is in Power 
and Dignity ? Orrefufe to remember the Media- 
tor of that better Covenant ? Who fo obligingly 
procured and prodaim'd this Pardon to Rebels, 
in the way, and to the purpofe lie would be re- 
membred. Though he requir'd neither one nor 
the other, (as has been before obferved, Cbap. 
VL) but to nourifh us up in Devotion, and more 
perfect Amendment in the moral Law of Na- 
ture. 

Therefore there is Reafon to conclude, 
that neither Amendment, nor Repentance, nor 
Devotion, can be perform'd by them with any 
affurance of Acceptance, as long as they de- 
fbife the intervening Pardon, and reconciling 
Grace of the Mediator, withrefped to that Law 
which is holy, juft, and good, and their Beha- 
viour cowards it, which is the Reverfe, in very 
many Refpe&s, as they know in their Conference : 
Andconfequently, through their own Obftinacy, 
lie under the Condemnation of that Law, with- 
out any to help. For that they are not able by 
any other Method to help them felves, will appear 
afterwards. 

2. Not the Example of Chrift, tic. becaufe 
that likewife helps to condemn us, inafmuch as 
our Imitation can't come up to the Perfection of 
his. He is the only perfeft Pattern we can fol- 
low ; but if our Hope of Salvation is built upon 
equalling Him, who then can be faved ? 

Thb 
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The chief Things recommended to our Imi- ijr^j 
tation, are his Humility and Patience. But as the ^Y^ 
faving Virtue of the Redeemer extended to all 
Generations &/flr* his Birch, as well as to thofe 
fince, how could they receive the Benefit of bet* 
tering their Morals by his non-apparent Example 
of thofe Virtues i if fomething farther was not 
anticipated from the Propitiation of his Death, 
then latent under the Death of their Sacrifices? 

The perfeS Obedience of his Life, indeed, 
fo far fatisfied, u e. fulfilled the preceptive Part 
of the Law, as to juftify both the Law and the 
Law-giver, that they were holy, juft, and good, 
in exa&ingof Man perfeft Obedience to it; fince 
the fecond Aiam^ in our Nature, a&ually and 
willingly performed that Righteoufneis, which 
the firft Adam was wilfully defective in. Not 
that he came to fulfil the preceptive Part of the 
Law for us, fo as to excufe our bed Endeavours 
to keep and do it •, but, wherein jve are infolvenc 
by reafon of the Frailty of our Nature, in paying 
that Debt due from us by Creation and Prefer- 
vation, he paid for us; and by his Obedience unto 
Death, moreover, whereby many became Righ- 
teous, he conditionally fatisfied and fulfilled the 
vindicative Part of the Law for us, and fo dis- 
charged that Debt of PuniCbment due (in the 
literal Senfe of Demerit, in the metaphorical, of 
Wages payable by the Devil, who had the Power 
of Death) to that Part of the Law ; which for us * 
to have paid ourfclves, without Hope of a Re- 
furre6Uon, would have been the eternal Ruin of 
that Part of us, our Body. But God governing 
by the Nature of Things, and Man having fub- 
jected hiipfelf to Death, it became neccfiary for 

him 
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CH At 1 , him to fubmit to it, in order to regain, through 

^J^m the fecon d A&arh , That Immortality to his Body, 

^^^ which the Tree of Life was ordained to imparc, 

had he continued in his firft State ; but as well 

that Immortality as that Tree were forfeited b^ 

the Difobedience of xht firft •Adam. 

Nor was his Obedience unto Death, as a 
•bare Teftimony of the Truth of the Do&rine of 
Remiffion of Sins upon Repentance, or as a mar- 
tyred Witnefs to the Truth that God was in his 
Difpofition placable and reconcileable to peni- 
tent Sinners, the Thing intended to be relied 
lipon. Becaufe the Perfons, who have no other 
Opinion of the Death of Chrift, but this, would 
have been equally perfuaded of that Truth from 
the Notions they entertain of the Goodnefs of 
God, whether Chrift had died m fuch a Mannef 
or not ; or whether he had ever been once men- 
tion'd in Scripture as a Mediator between God 
and Man, or not. 

What had a Mediator to do, or undertake 
in fuch a Cafe ? There was no Peace to make but 
what Man was fufficient to, of himfelf. Or what 
need of a new or better Covenant ? Or what 
Occafion for any new Terms or Conditions ? If 
the Jews or Greeks* underftood Chrift crucified in 
no other Senfe, than dying in Teftimony of the 
Truth of his Doftrine, how could it be a Stum- 
bling Block to one, or.Foolifhnefs to the other ; 
fince one had their Socrates, and the other bbilc 
the Tombs of the Prophets, they had kill'd upon 
that Account ? The Blood of righteous Abel, the 
firft Witriefs and Martyr of Tf uth, fpeahetb his 
own particular Reward in another State, but the 
Blood offprinkling) for the cleanfirig of Confcience, 

Jpeaketb 
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Jpeaketb better Things, even the Affurance of eter- CH AF. 
nal Life and Salvation to all that believe, and x - 
obey. Kj ^ >tJ 

I f the refreshing the Mind of Sinners with fuch 
a Truth in Theory, that God was of a placable 
Nature, was all that was wanting, God might 
have cpmmiflion'd any mere Man, to have 
preached up fuch a Doftrine, and died for it at 
laft ; if any Set of Men could be found fo bar* 
barous to their own Hopes, as to take away his 
Life for that Aflertion. But this is never once 
mentioned to be (he End, and Defign of drift's 
Death, becaufe a further Truth, vaftly fuperior 
to the other, (as much fuperior, as Matter of 
Fail is to Arguments a Priori, or a Principle or 
Caufe. is to the Conclusion or Effect drawn from 
it, or the Manner of a Thing actually done, is to 
the Poffibilky of its being done) was witnefied, 
and intended to be relied upon for Remiffion of 
Sins, and the Salvation of the World, And that 
was that God was actually, publickly (know all 
Men by thefe Prefents) aton'd, and propitiated 
by, ana through the Means, and Method, and 
Matter of Fa£i of Chrift dying for our Sins ; that 
our Peace with God is made for us, by the Blood 
of bis Crofs * 

A Truth in Theory before it is verified into 
a Reality, is not capable of being transferred, 
and affign'd over to thofe, who are to receive the 
Benefit of it; tut when it becomes a Speciality, 
a real Aft and Deed, it is transferable as a Rigbt % 
and Property, upon the Conditions that go along 
with it : And therefore we rejoice, we glory, we 

• Col. I 20. 
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CHAP, joy in God through our Lord Jefus Cbrift, by whom 
• JFl^-W have now received the Atonement*. IVe have 
^^V^ Redemption through bis Blood % even the Forgivenefs 
of Sins, Col. i. 14* He is affirmed to make Re- 
conciliation for the Sins of the People, Heb. ii. 17. 
and that he is merciful and faithful in that Office ; 
which was the offering Gifts and Sacrifice for Sin ; that 
certainly implies reconciling God to Sinners, which 
was the very Province of the Jewi/h High Prieft 
by the yearly Sacrifice on the great Day of Atone- 
ment : The Shod of the everlajling Covenant is af- 
firmed to be^ the Means whereby God becomes 
the God of Peace, Heb. xiii. 20. And our Me- 
diator, who by his precious Blood - fhedding, 
was our Peace-maker with God, is faid to be our 
Peace -f\ And therefore in every Place, where 
Mention is made of our being reconciled to God 
by the Death of his Son, or the World, or all 
Things reconciled, or in a Pofture of Reconcilia- 
tion with himfelf in, or through Chrift, there is 
always Mention of our Peace being alfo made with 
God. 

I n the firfl: covenant in Paradife, though be- 
tween a Superior and Inferior, there was no need 
of a Mediator, becaufe as long as the Law or Co- 
venant was obferved, there was perfect Harmony 
and FriendQiip between God and Man ; but as 
foon as chat was broke, the Peace was broke, 
and God would no more covenant or treat with 
Man, but through a Mediator. But the very 
Nature of that Covenant fuppofes and exprefles 
God to be reconciled and pacify'd towards Man, 
as well as Man towards God j I will ejlablijh my 

• Rem. v. 2, 3, 11. t */*. 8. 14. Jpbtxft. 33. 

JSsX. 36. Rem. v. I. Col. i. 19. Jfaiabix. 6. 

Covenant 
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Cuvenant with thee, and thou /halt know that I am C H A P. 
the Lord: That thou ma f ft remember ^dbecon-^J^ 
founded* and never open thy Mouth any more becaufe ^V*^ 
of thy Shame, when lam FACIFYED towards 

tffor all that thou baft done, faith the Lord God. 
fek. xvi. 62, 63. Indeed the very Notion of a 
Reconciliation between two Parties, by Means of 
a Third, fufficiendy implies, that both Parties 
are at Variance, one with the other ; there is 
otherwife hardly any Senfe to be made of Chrift 
our Mediator reconciling Man to God, unlefs he 
alfo reconciled God to Man. There lies the 
Strength of the Apoftlfs inference, and the whole 
emphafis of his intreaty; God was in Chrift re- 
conciling die World to himfelf, not imputing their 
Trefpajfes unto them ♦, that was a Demonftration be 
was reconciled, and the firft Perfon in the Dif- 
ference that was fo ; then addrefling to the 
inferior, Man, we pray you, in Chrift 9 s Stead, be 
ye reconciled to God*: And makes this the very 
ground and foundation of that Prayer in Chrift's 
Stead ; for be bath made him to be Sin for us, [Sin- 
Offering] who knew no Sin, that we might be made 
the Right eoujhefs of God in trim. 

• If Man only had been at Variance with Hea- 
ven, which is but half the Truth of the Cafe, a 
common Angel was Envoy fufficient to have been 
fent thence 5 or an Arch- Angel might have put 
on the Charadter of an Ambaflador. But when 
a Mediator interpofes, who is more in Perfon, 
in Power, and in Intereft, than either x of the 
other, and who has himfelf Ambaffadors under 
Him, viz. hi? Apoftles ; it is Evidence fufficient 
tp all the World, that there was a Breach be- 

J % C9r.v. 19, 2*. 

tween, 
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CH AP. tween, and a mutual Reconciliation wanting be* 
x * twcen God and Man. 

I n ojie refpeft, he may be (aid to die a Wxtneji> 
and is accordingly ft y fed the Faithful and t rjf 
Witnefs *, u e. of the eflential Holinefs and &JP 
teoufnefs of his Father in hatipg Sin, and requiring 
Man's Obedience to his molt righteous Laws, 
an5 upon Failure, adjudging the denouocM Pu- 
' nilhmcnt. For which Reafoh, in, his Addrefies to 
him, he never (tiles him merciful, but holy* righ- 
teous Father, in bis finijbingsbe workhegaw bim to 
dofi which work, when finifhed, gave full 
Satisfaction to that fupreme Perfq&ion of she 
Father, which is the foundation of bU moral 
government over Man. At the redemption out 
of Egypt his Appellations were, glorious in bolinefs* 
fearful in praifts, doing wonders. Anjd both Parties 
being put into a State of Reconciliation, gives, a. 
comfpleat Notion of Expiation and Propitiation 
made by the Mediator for the Offender towards 
the Offended -, R eft i tut ion and §aj:isfa&ion to the 
Majefty of the Divine Laws being (Updated and 
covenanted on Man's Part, as far as he is able, 
and wherein he fails through Imperfedtion, made 
good. Thuj the Goodnefc and Mercy of God. 
flows from, and is regulated byj right Ideas of the 
Perfe&ion of his. HoKnefs, And that univerial 
proclamation that eternal, exerqiCe of Tongues in 
Heaven, Holy % Holy > Holy Lofd God Almighty, 
was loudly witnejfed on Earth,., ifx and by cha 
Death of the Mediator* 

3. Nor is that grand Afylum of the Deifts, 

Repentance^ with its fuppofed Amendment, 

* Rev. iil. 14. + John xvii. 

grounded 
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grounded upon the prefump five Go6dnck of God, CHAP* 
to be depended upon for Remiflion of Sins* arw *.J^, 
eternal Life: I call it the preemptive Goodncfa ^^**^ 
of God, as they aflume upon it, in Oppoficion to 
his promtfed, revealed, covenanted Goodnefs,'in 
the Mediator Chrift. Had God thought Re- 
pentance fufficient, though it was the natural and 
only Means of Recovery, in cotrjunftion njth 
Prayer, that Man could fugged, after he was 
fallen into a State of Sin and Guilt, he might 
have accepted it in the firft Covenant of Works : 
But had he given any Intimation upon that firft 
Trial of Obedience, of his Acceptance of Re- 
pentance,, it would dire&ly have contradicted the 
very Law he had given; fupplanted his own 
Intention, and, inftead of eftablifhing Innocence, 
had encouraged Tranfgreflion. 

A n d if the wilful and ungrateful Tranfgsef- 
fion of that Law brought more Contempt upon 
God's Authority over his new-made Creature, 
newly fubje&cd to a particular Reft mint in proof 
of continual Dependence (as a Creature ought to 
be to his Creator ) than the Tenor of his Obedience 
all the Days of his Life could have brought Ho- 
nour and Glory tQ him : Inafmuch as this Tail is no 
more than a juft Debt of Reafon, and Creation, 
in preferring the. Service and Favour of God 
before thofe low contemptible Rivals, the World, 
the Flefli, and the Devil ; and therefore could 
have no higher Honour in it than the paying a 
juft Debt or Tribute that a Man is obliged to ; 
but, with deliberate Reafon, adually to prefer 
either of them before the infinitely fuperior good 
and great Creator, (as is the Cafe of every wilful 
Tranfgreflion of his Law) is the very finfulnefs 
of Sin, thegreateft Dilhonourand Difparagcment 

Vol. L U of 
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CHAP, of Gad, and the greattft Enormity and Iniquity 
*• .ofRqafon, that the Thoughts of Man can be 

Conse qjj e ntly, if Man would of bim&lf 
think of any: fuitable Reparation to his Honour, 
or any tolerable Vindication of his Law aod 
Authority for the Contempt put upon it, he 
muft devife forae honorary, meritorious Ad of 
Obedience, as much above what he was formerly 
obliged to, as the Contempt he Was guilty o£ 
was bdew his Doty ; but if the utmoft whale of 
his Obedience is no more than what is juftly due, 
and God has a rightful Claim to It ail \ how can 
a broken Obedience be judgM fuffident for that 
FaFpofej It is therefore impoffible,. in the Judg- 
ment of Reafon, that a Return to Duty by Way 
of Repentance and Amendment, can eflfcdl it. 

No, though we had kept all the Command* 
meats, we had ftill been but unprofitable Ser- 
vants; what then can an unoonftant patch'd-up 
Behaviour avail in the Sight of God? Suppofiqg 
at the bed, the Remnant of Life that is left, to be 
as clean and regular as it ought to be, how can 
Repentance alone claim an Acquittance, or Pardon 
of that Part that is paft, and has been illfpent? 
The reft of the Piece may be full of Stains and 
Blots ; Can the clean Part walh out that? Does 
, not almoft every one know more Evil by himfelf, 
than he knows Good ? Which by the way, is 
jthe true Reafon why People are fo prone in all 
Places, and at all times, to believe and report 
more Evil of their Neighbour, than Good. 
What Intereft can fuch an impure extravagant 
Creature pretend to have in God, in his own 
Perlbn ? He' that can pretend to be perfe&ly 

innocent, 
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innocent, .m*y pretend alfo ro juftify himfelf, tHAK 
and ftand before him in Judgment ; but who has w*;^, 
the Pfefaitoptfon to think of that? God then^^ 
muft t* the /fc/Acr of the Penitent by adopt* 
mg and accepting us in his Soft. The Confidence 
cortfequent upon paft Sins, i* ttH\ prefenf, upon 
Reflection, to acfcufe for thofe Deviations of the 
Law, nor can it exonerate irfetf of thofe Accu* 
fttions, without laying hold of fomebody more 
righteous, to entreat for it, and of fome Aflii^ 
fance of Remfffion of Sin in a Proniife of Pardon, 
publtfh'd and certain. 

Sanctions of Rewards and Punilhmenfi? 
are the Supptfrt of all La# and Government in 
Heaven, and Earth* But no Law nor Authority 
in either Otf ftand; and be- fafe, if the bare Re- 
pentance of criminal Subjefts without any thing 
further, was to pafs current in Lieu of Obedience, 
and be commuted for the Puniihtaerit incurr'd, 
as oft Zi th**y '{Aeaftd; there wouW be no Diffe- 
rence betwitt Law and no Law v Governor and* 
govertfd woufctto Upon a Level ; and the Subjeft* 
a Law to hfrfifelf : nay, had God proclaimed 
his Acceptance of Sinners Repentance, with 
their Ptomifes of Amendment accompanying, 
without the Ifiterpofnion of a Mediator, (or a 
more valuable Gbnfideration forfecuring the Dig- 
nity of his Laws, and re-afletttng, or rather 
hcightning theMajefty of his Authority in the 
Hearts of his Subjects, bjr what he did, and' 
fuffer*dj the natural Difobedience of Man would' 
take Encouragement to go on, incrcafc, and' 
multiply. 

For, in that Cafe, the Deceitfulnefs of Sin 
would foon teach him to flatter himfelf i and- 
U a draw 
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CHAP, draw- fuch Inferences from the magnify'd Good- 
.J*-,nefsof God, as areeafy and fuitable to his be- 
^^V"^ loved Lulls. If God is fo good to me w to pro- 
claim his Acceptance of my Repentance, upon 
my Promife of Amendment % my Non<-ameryi- 
ment is a greater Objelt of his Goodoefs, and 
therefore furely he will accept my Repentance 
without Amendment ; and as a Piece or fome 
fmall Part of Repentance is a greater Objedl ftill 
pf his Goodnefs than the whole Sorrow and Con- 
trition of that Duty •, is it not more glorious to 
the Amplitude of that Attribute to accept of a 
Pa rt, inftead of the Whole ? Thus the Law of 
God upon fuch a defective Proclamation, (which 
is all that the Drifts defire to hear of) would be 
totally difregarded ; and by Degrees lofe its Re- 
(pett even from Repentance itfelf, any farther 
dun in Name. 

What Occafion for Repentance; any far- 
ther? If what our Author fays is, true, " That 

V no Man breads the Divine Laws out, of Con- 
( > tempt of his Maker, or imagines he can do 

V Go& an. Injury*. " That hi puoifhing, he 

c 4 4 a#s not as an injur'd Party, who wants Satis- 
4i fa<5tion, or Reparation of Honour.— ^-" None 
v*' ought to he puflifhM, (fincewhat is pafs'd 
". can't be help'dj.butto prevenr a future Breach 
c< of the Law i" , ■" It is Tyranny to multiply 
*l Punifhmeots on Pretence of vindicating the 
'* Honour of the Legiflatbr.— r" Anger is to be 
u excluded from the Deity, as the weak wo- 
" manjfti Part of our Nature +.— " he would 
" otherwife not enjoy a Moment's Quiet $." 

•Ps&Si. .-fP^33. •■.. t^S'34- 

v.* i \ : He 
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CHAP. 

He argues upon a Suppofition that aH tke^?^-, 

Laws of God were defigned for our Good ; and ^v^ 

therein he is right: But then he miftakes what 

that real Good of Ma"h is, which thofe Laws pre* 

pofed to advance; there is. the Ground of hi* 

fallacious Arguments. Was ic the Good of fen* 

fual Delights, and the un in tempted Enjoyment 

of this World, which he feems only to have his 

Eye upon, his Conclufions would be every one 

right. Bat if the Commands of God are fo many 

Rules and Directories of our higheft Good, to 

the Perfedion of our Nature, and our Obedience 

to them fo many effential Qualifications for our 

future Happinefs in Heaven 5 then our Difobe- 

dience, though it difturbs not die Tranquillity 

and Happinefs of God, certainly difobliges and 

undervalues his Love, and diihonours his Wif- 

dom in giving us fuch Laws for our Good ^ and, 

he has Reafon, if not for his own Sake, at leaft 

for ours, and the reft of his rational Creatures, 

to refent fuch Contempt, and be angry at fuch 

Difappointment, and punifh fuch Obftinacy,- 

when it is irreformable ; as every wife and affec- 

tionate Parent would do, when his Children 

take unruly Courfes, 

A n d the more Concern is (hewn in his hear 
venly Difpenfations for repairing the Contempt, 
and vindicating the Honour of thofe holy Laws-, 
and by all other Ways, procuring our Compli- 
ance to them, the more apparently he confute 
our Good, and the more we correfpond to that 
his Intention, the more Horiour we dahitrfi as 
our Law-giver, the more we live to, and aft far 
bis Glory, as our God and Governor. 

U 3 Con* 
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CHAP. 

^J*^/ CbNSEQjriM tly the Prafiice of Sin which 
^^^ is juftly ftiJed Enmity to God, and pnoporttonabty 
every Scheme for encouraging it, being a Contra* 
di&ion to, and an aftual Endeavour to fruftnite 
this Governor, of the great End and Direction of 
his Government, ' the general Happinefs of Man 
in both Worlds, which is the greateft Goed ima- 
ginable ; the other being a declar'd OppoGtion 
to this Good, muft be the greateft Evil imagin- 
able. And the Guilt of it perfifted in*' after fo 
much Goodnefsand Mercy in fending his Son into 
the World, to remedy this Evil, and fubdue this 
Oppofition by the Kindnefs of his Doftrine, his 
Life, his Death, his Intercefiion, muft defcrve 
the greateft Punilhment imaginable. 

H e brings two Quotations • from Chriftiaa 
Writtrs concerning tbe natural Efficacy of Repen- 
tance for procuring Pardon and Reconciliation 
.toith God, argued from the Attribute of Divine 
Goodnefs. Bot it had been more to his Purpofe, 
to have cited Ibme Heathen, an utter Stranger to 
all Revelation, arguing in like Manner from the 
Goodnefs and Wifdom of God. For it is plain, 
all the Arguments of Deifts, and others, who 
are acquainted with the Chriftian Revelation, 
have received that Improvement -from their im- 
proved Notion of the Goodnefs of God ; not as 
it is difcoverable a priori from the Light of Na- 
ture, but as it isdifcoyer'd ex pft fafto from Re- 
velation. 

Bxc atj sb, rofa&, the Heathen Phibfephem 
are not found redargue at that rate ; being em- 

* /Vk<3J4- 

fotfa&'tj 
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barafc'd with. the inextricable Difficulty, how tS CHAP, 
reconcile their natural Notion of the Divine Ju* yJ^j 
ftice> *s Governor and Puniflitr of evil Deeds* v Or %/ 
With the Divine Goodnefs, inclining to Pardon ; 
there is an univerfal Silence as to Reiniffion of • 
Sim 1 and the Duty of Repentance iffuing out of 
that PerfuaGon* muft be in Proportion to it: 
Thtre is but one remarkable inftance of their 
Repentance in Hiftory, that of the Ninevites 
thrcaten'd with immediaocDeftru&ion ; yet their 
Belief of Remiffion of Suit amounted to no more 
than, perhaps, who can tell y but God will turn 
from his fierce Wrath: Even Mr. Boyle frimfel^ 
in his Di&ionary, Article Zia or Zo?, confefies 
that he does not remember, in all his vaft Read- 
ing, one Inftance of any of the Heathens asking 
Par don for their Sins: See towards the Coaclufioa 
of his Notes on that Article : Tho* Forgivenefs 
of Sin is fo richaBleffing as to tempt the Prayers 
of Men and Sinners, ftifl the Heathen had no 
Notion of the Want of it* Therefore die Re- 
pentance, which the modern Dei fits fet up their 
Staff in for Reconciliation with God, having quite 
period out of the Heathen World, muft be 
borrow'dfrom that Revelation they fo much de- 
fptfe. 

The Heathens knowing no one appointed 
Mediator, nor any certain acceptable Sacrifice 
for Sin, in order to appeafc the Doubts and Tu- 
mults in human Breafts, had Recourfe to infinite 
feigo'd Mediators, (in He/toft Time, the Num- 
ber was got up to thirty thou/and Gods) and to 
endlefc Sacrifices; expiatory for turning away 
Wrath i or petitionary for obtaining Bteffing ; or 
eucbarijiical for retorning Thanks (feldorn or never 
ufed) changing from this to that, multiply ing all 
U 4 Sorts 
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CHAP. Sorts in each Kind, uncertain of the Validity of 
'^wy ; and exhorted others to depend upon the fame 

^Y^ Devotion to Heaven, without any Mention of 
Repentance towards God. Both of which had 
been mod abfurd both in Theory and Pra&ice, 
had it ever enter* d into their Thoughts, that Re- 
pentance and Amendment were fufficient, of 
tbemfelves % to atone the Ddty. Some? few Phi- 
lofophers, it muft be own'd, had better Notions 
of worfhippmg God, in Hopes of Acceptance, 
from a pure Mind ; and the Refolution of imi- 
tating the Moral, i. e. the truly Godlike Portraits 
pfhim, whom they adored, 

Bu t that Remiflion of Skis and fome Benefit 
of the- new Covenant, founded in the Mediator 
promised to the firft Progenitor of Mankind, 
may be extended throughout all Ages, to as 
many in every Heathen Nation as diligently feek 
do pleafe God, in the Difadvantages they lie un~ 
•der, is a Notion of Reconciliation and Pardon 
moil becoming the Goodnefs of God : becaufe, 
though they themfelves arc ignorant of that Pro- 
mife* the Mediator of the Covenant . is prefent to 
negotiate the Effe<5t of it to their Benefit; in 
Compaffion to the Sincerity of their bed Endea- 
vours ; and of their Wifhes after more Know- 
ledge, under their deplored Want pf the fame. 

Therefore it would have become our Au- 
thor, in his Obfcrvations on thefe Words of Dr; 

Clark, That as no Man ever denfd* but that the 
Benefit ofCbriJl's Death extended backward* to tbofi 
y;ba lived before bis Appearance in the World \ fo no 
tnecati prove % but the fame Benefit tpay extend ii- 
feif forward to tbofe y who never beard of ins Appear- 
*n$t\ though tbfy lived after it. *J If both thefe, 
. \ ;/ " though 
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" though knowing nothing of Chrift, or his ^H A P. 
** Death, reap the. Benefit of his Death ; what .J^L- 
* c hiore can the moftperfeft Believer exped? So* - *"*^ 
*' that even upon this Suppofition, the Dodtor 
<c muft have own'd, that all Men living up to 
** that Light God. has given them, are upon a 
*' Level, in relation to their future Happinefi, 
P*& 378. to have drawn the true Inference, which 
19. the proper Application to the Drifts : Seeing 
they are neither ^erfeft Believers; nor can they 
pretend neverto have heard of the Appearance 
of Chrift; what Benefit, what future Happinels 
are tbey like to have of his Death ?— —The 
Doom of their wilful Unbelief is too melancholy 
-an Anfwer to fuch a Query. 

. For the Point of all the A/guments.of all 
re/olute Drifts turns upon themfelv^s, and wound* 
their own Souls;: and deft roys their iboafted 
Hopes of Reconciliation, from their mifapply^ 
Notions of the Goodnefs of God in Fayour of the 
Repentance and Amendment they depend upon 
in a Chriftian Country : Here lies the unhappy, 
unpcrceiv*d Fallacy, and the very Mifery of their 
Miftakes. They nave read the Holy Scriptures of 
the Old and New Teftamenti there they found with 
. Pleafure, the Manifeftatioos m*de of (Sod, as 
full of Pity, Mercy, Compaflion, Forbearance, 
Pardon and Forgivenefs of Sinners, (low to An- 
ger, and not willing that any fhould perifh, &c. 
or as our Author Jm it, whofe Nature and Pro* 
perty is ever to forgive: Thefe ftrong Lights and 
charming Lines of the Love andGoodnefs of 
God to Sinners, they ungratefully borrow from 
Revelation, and with a plagiary Pencil work into 
their natural Picture pf the Goodnefs of God, 
. which they pretend tp draw from the Light of 

Nature 
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CHAR Nature oidy\ and fo fee up natural Religion 
*[^, grounded thereupon, in Opposition to, and otter 

^^^Deftru&ion of revealed Religion. And all thfe 
Time, hate fo little Senfe of natnrat Joftice, a& 
to make no Rtftitution to the latter, for all the 
Beauties and Ex&lfencicn they hare ftolen from 
it ) but go on fo accufe what they are princifJally 
beholden to, and fet their Maker at. nought; 
ericlufive whereof their Notions, of Repentance 
had beert unpubMth*d, Butlpgraticude again* 
God) in order to deny him in his DHpenfationj, 
and affront him in' his wife Methods of Slewing 
MercyimtoMen, will never proiper. 

Let them know, rhftt all thofc Manifcft*- 
tions which they unworthily encroach upon, are 
no left, nor no other than the Difplays of God 
and hh Goodnefs m a&ual Covenant with Mao- 
kind, through * Mediator \ that all that Mercy 
and Pity,- Pardon and Forgivenefe to Sinners is 
fromfei % n ftiputatoJ, h covenanted upon certain 
Condfctoitt, in and through htm •, and that Re* 
ftentahce and Amendment U but one of the Con- 
ditions. 

Oor Author felfly aflerts, that what ispaft 
cartt be btlf&\ though it is true, in a natural 
phyficafSenfc, what is done can't be undone; 
yet, in a moral Senfe, as to the EffeS and Con- 
fequetke of the A&ion, if the Guilt and Punife- 
menlofitisreleafcd, through the Mediator, the 
Adtion itfelf is undone. 

But if they will arrogate to themfeives Re- 
million of Sins upon Repentance and Amend- 
ment, in Contempt of the Mediator who pro- 
cured k, it is but righteous in the Saviour of 

Men 
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Men to laugh alfo at their contemptuous Devices, tf A P# 
sjckI kavp thqiyrto the ruinous Ette&s of being ArL^ 
their pj?n Savioqrs. They may** well fet upto ^V^. 
forgive their pwn Sins, and lay God quite afide, 
sp not permit* Him, who is certainly a little 
wiier than themfelvee, who is the offended Party 
fnpreover, and (hquld know beft, and have the 
fnoft Right to declare upon what Terms he will 
be reconciled, Co chufe the Method and the 
Maoner Offenders are to comply with, as ever 
they expeft hi* Favpur. 

T o be without Cbrifi is the fame Thing as to 
be Strangers from the Covenants of Promife 5 and 
to be Strangers to that, the fame aa to be without 
Hope \ and to be without that, the fame Thing 
gs to be without God in the World* Epb. xl 12. 
$he Original is "Aftm, let them englilh it. 

B v Ttheie Men are old Acquaintance with the 
Covenants of Promife, yet forfake their own 
Mercy, contemptuoufly undervalue the Pro- 
mife, and the Adoption. Does not every Civilian 
know, and how could our Author be ignorant, 
fhft a Title is conveyed by Adoption* and Rights 
and Privileges acquired by that Favour, to which 
there, could be no Pretence form'd without it, 
i>y thofe more efpecially, who difdain the Adop- 
tion and the eafy Conditions thereof? And is not 
aa qdaptwe Father, upon Account of thofe Ad- 
vantages of well-being, to be preferred to a natu- 
ral Father? Which (hews that we are more be* 
holden to God in Chrift redeeming us, than to 
God in Chrift creating us : And in perpetual Me- 
jnory of the lame, all taking their Name from the 
FiMftily tfecy.nrc adopted into, are called Cbt> 
&<&h ty& Qfeftrvc the Lard 9 s»Day % inftead of the 

Sabbath. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



300 DEISM Delineated: 

C H JK Sabbath. By virtue of this Adoption and Cove- 
X- nant, God is faid to be FAITHFUL and 

<**V* J US T to forgive us our Sins. But what Claim, 
what Right carvthey have to the Forgivenefs of 
Sins, when it isimpoffible to have' any manner of 
Affurance of it, without Covenant, or Adoption, 
or Promife, or Revelation? The natural Notions 
of the Juftice of God are as ftrong a Dfcmonftration 
that He tfill not forgive Sin without PuniQiment, 
as the natural Notions of his Goodnefs can be a 
Demonftration that He will. So that natural 
Fear, being equal to natural Hope, all Aflbrancc 
muft be fufpended for ever, which is the fame 
thing as to fufpend Repentance and Obedience 
for ever. But that neither of them fhould be 
defperate, God has reveal'dtheutmoft Afliirance 
of the other that is poflible to be given, and has 
bound himfelfin Covenant, by Promife, byOatb, 
to give and grant it as a Right to thofe Penitents, 
who approach him in and through the Mediator. 

If then they defire any certain Hope, or pre- 
tend to any Right, they muft embrace the Cove- 
nant, and repair to the Promife, and to the Re- 
cord or Revelation thereof, the Gofpel ; which 
will ftill be no Benefit to them, but by their be- 
lieving in Cbrtfti as well as in God -, and by fo 
doing, will bring them mail Benefits and Bleffings 
their finful Nature can defire, or is capable of. 
Is not promifed Mercy more friendly, and ro be 
depended upon, than no Promife, and nothing 
but Preemption to go upon ? 

Therefore Chriftianity excels natural 
Religion, as to Pardon of Sin, a& much as cer- 
tain aflfured Knowledge exceeds Hope, which is 
the moftthe Heathen World could colled with all 
i theiv 
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their Reafoning. How abfurd is it for zSirangr CJ AP. 
or Foreigner amongft us, to pretend to a Claim c - 
of Inheritance, or Right of Purchafing; whilft W*V 
he renounces the Wifdom of the Government, 
and his Confent to the Laws, fo far, as rtoc 
t& defire to be naturaliz'd, become a Denizon, 
and Member of the Society ? And therefore that 
Pofition * in the Religion of Nature delineated* 
" Certainly that Refpeft or Relation which lies be- 
" tweenGod, confider'd as* an unchangeable Jit- 
" ing, and one that is humble and fupplicatea; 
c< and endeavours to qualify himfelf for Mercy, 
?* cannot be the fame with that, which lies be* 
" tween the fame unchangeable God, and one thai 
" is obftinate, and will not fupplicate, or endea- 
" vour to qpalify himfelf," is- trueft in a Hea- 
then Country *, it can be no farther true in aChri- 
flian Society, than as the Endeavours to qualify 
onefelf bear refpeft to the Terms and Condition* 
cxprefly neceflary in the. Chriftian Covenant, foe 
qualifying onefelf for . Mercy. 

Guesses and Wifhes, in lieu of Covenant 
and Engagements, are but a poor Support to a 
miferable Sinner. And if Repentance itfelf 
could be a fufficient Atonement for Sin* as it is sl 
Faffion, the. Devils by repenting and forrowing 
might be capable of Pardon 5 , bm all the Virtue 
that is in it for obtaining Pardon, is derived from 
the Covenant of Mercy made and declared in 
Cbrift Jefut. The Devils are. excluded .out of the 
Covenant, by the Ad of God \. and thefe wretqh-i 
ed Mtn exclude themfelves; and without Re- 
pentance and turning to the LorJ y ate in Danger 
of falling into their Condemnation. For the 

* Tag* 115. 

rational 
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CHJft rational Moiety of a Man, by the Inftrgarions of 

_*• fpiritual Pride and Opiniatry, (different from what 

^^^chey ridicule by the Name of carnal Reafon) h & 

liable to deviate into a Devil hereafter ; as the 

animal Moiety, for Want of Regulation, is apt 

to degenerate into a Brute here. 

- Ov r Author * has an unlucky Obfcrvation 
a That Supcrftirion is the peculiar Foible of 
^ Mankind/' which happens to be brought home 
to his own Door, with relied to falfe Notions of 
the Goodnefs of God j though he fo inceffantly 
declaims again ft Superftition, yet is he at the 
fcme time manifeftly guilty of it himfeff. For 
if Superftition confiftstn having fuch wrong No- 
tbns of any of the Attributes of God, as are 
detrimental to ourfelves, and dthers r in that Ser- 
vice of God, which his Truth, or true Notions 
of his Perfections, offer to our Rfeafon, and re- 
quire at our Hands -, he is a palpable Offen- 
der againft the Goodnefs of God, by way of 
Works of Supererrogation ; therewith he would 
<Wallow up the Juftice, Wifdom, and other At- 
tributes of the Deity. 

The Dcifts riot in the Argument of Divine 
Goodnefs, to that Degree of Wantonnefi and 
Superftition, as to drmolifti aH his other moral 
Pcrfeltions, as a Governor, and cut the Smews 
of his Divine Government afuhder. Their No* 
tion of Goodnefs baniflies all other Perfections 
from the Divine Nature, and is palpably and de- 
monftrathrely inconfiftent with Divine Dominion : 
Yet Sir Ifaac Newton, and all Philofbphers agree 
that God is a Relative Word, implies Domhrion, 

and 
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sod has Relation to Subje&s and Servants: Cti A ft 
And tbat true Religion coofifts in maintaining ^.J^* 
juft Balance and Equilibrium amongft all the^"^^ 
Attributes of .God. Forafmuch as they, don't 
govern our World in their Turns ; but all in one 
joint, mod amazing, and vet moft adorable Ma- 
jefty ; infinitely more refplendent than all the 
Conftellations of Heaven : there k no Limitation 
of any one of them by anothfcr, but what makes* 
for the Glory of all the reft ; as the Goodnefs of* 
God by his Wifdom ; and his Juftice, by both 
the other ; and all together conftitute tbe'Divinc 
Reafon of the moft perfeft Re&or t>f the Uni- 
verfe Mercy and Goodnefs never aft without 
the Wifdom of Juftice, nor Juftice without the 
Wifdom of Mercy, in governing his Creature 
Man. They match together, and kifs each 
Other, in faluting Man with the Mediatorial Me- 
thod of forgiving Sin. 

If the Wifdom of God has been pleafed to 
limit his governing Goodnefs, and nothing elfe 
can fet Limits to. Him but himfelf, within the 
Boundaries of a covenanted Difpenfation, and 
confine its Excrcife to the Channels of Revelation 
that flow from himfdf towards thofe who par- 
take of them, that he might remember what he 
is to give and grant, and Men may know what 
they are to expeftt this confirms their Faith, 
regulates their Hope, prevents Prefumption, and 
fecurcs Obedience. But for any, who have thofe 
admirably wife Overtures purpofely limited and 
adjufted to the Nature of Man, to do him the 
more Good, to pretend to ftrctch and exalt that 
feme Goodnefs beyond the Bounds of his own 
fetting, is a flattering of God ; or rather, as all 
Flattery is, a mocking him, as if He was incapa- 
• ble 
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£H A P. ble of Refentmeat or Difhonour, at the Viola- 
x * tion of the Laws ; or, would however prefendy 

^Y**' be pacified in his fhort Anger, with a Shew of 
Repentance or imperfeft Amendment. This is 
a fupcrftitious and moft ruinous Preemption, a 
fighting againft the reft of the Divine Attributes 
under the Banner of his Goodnefs * and under 
the Umbrage of that, : attempting to pull him 
out of his Throne, from being any longer Ruler 
and Governor, over us. . . 

Gooonbss in a Governor, difpens'd with- 
out Difcretion and Wifdom, is no more than a 
foolifh, contemptible good Nature, and as little 
to be fear'd •, fit for nothing but to make Sub- 
jects more infolent and audacious. I remember 
in our Englt/b Hiftory two Earls igwt that Rea-. 
(on for murthtfing one of the Saxon Kings % 
" becaufe fay they, he was fo gentle andjjood-. 
c< natured as to forgive every Body that offended 
" him, without Diftin&ion." 

The not confidering God as a Governor \ nor 
meafuring his Goodnefs by the Standard of the 
bejt Governor we can conceive, or wifli in Rea- 
fob, to have over us, as .long asiwe are fubjeft 
to his Laws, is the Occafion of fo many palpa- 
ble Miftakes about the Divine Goodnefs, which 
the Drifts are notorioufly guilty of. 

P a r t 1 c v l a rx y 1 the following in the Au- 
thor of CbaraSteriftUkS) w Is the doing good for 
" Glory's Sake fo Divine a Thing ? Or is it noc 
u diviner, to do good, even where it may be 
*l thought inglorious, even to the ungrateful, 

• Ofwy King of Nerthumberknd, Vid. Echard. 

" and 
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** and to thofe who are wholly infenfible of the CHAP, 
•* Good they receive? How comes it then, that^^^ 
*' what is fo Divine in us, (hould lqfe its Charac- Via,r V r ^ 
€< cer in the Divine Being ? And that according as 
** the Deity is reprefented to us, he fliouldmore 
** refemble the we^k, womanilh, and impotent 
" Fare of our Nature, than the generous, manly, 
M and divine*." 

cc Now, if there be really fomething previous 
<c to Revelation, feme antecedent Demonftration 
** of Reafoa to affure us that God w, and withal, 
* 4 fogoedzB not to deceive us ; the fame Reafon, 
14 if we will truft to it, will demonftrate to us, 
** that God \%fo good as to exceed ihe very bed of 
cc us in Goodwfs. And after this Manner we can 
<€ have no Dread or Sufpicion to render us uneafy \ 
*' for ft is Malice only, and not Goadnefs, which 
c< can make us afraid/ 1 — " There can be no C^a-r 
*« lice but sphere Interefts are oppofed, auniverfaj 
cc Being can have no Intereft oppofite, and there* 
* c fore can have no Malice f. Ths bigbeft Goodr 
* 4 nefs muft of Nece(fity belong to him, without 
** any of thofe Defeds of Paffion, thofe Mean- 
* 4 neffes and Imperfe&ions which we acknowledge 
f( fuch in ourfelves, which, as good Men, wc 
" endeavour all we can to be fuperior to, and 
" which we find we every Day conquer as we 
*« grow better t" 

u We muft be in the beft of Humours,*-^to 
• * underftand well what that true Goodnefi is, and 
€C what thofe Attributes imply which we afcribe 
** with fo much Applaufe and Honour to thtDeity, 
" we ihall then be able to fee better, whether 

• Vol. I. page 38. + Page 39- X Page 40, 41* 

Vol. I. X thofe 
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CHAP. u thofe Forms, of Juftice, thofe Degrees ofPu- 
X. ** niQiment, that Temper of Refentment, and 

S **^T S ^ <« thofe Meafures of Offence and Indignation, 
** which we vulgarly fuppofe in God, are fuitable 
" to chofc original Ideas of Goodnefs, which the 
*' fame divine Being has imprinted in us. — This 
" is the Security againft all Superftition ; to rc- 
4f member that there is nothing in God but what 
" is Godlike •, he is either not at all^ or truly and 
" perfectly good*." 

Thb noble Author draws all his Foils and 
Companions of Goodnefsfor 111 uft rat ion of the 
Divine, from our private Sentiments and Trans- 
actions with one another ; had he drawn them 
from the Goodnefs of any Sovereign, in his Ca- 
pacity of governing according to Law, and the 
beft Advantage of the Community, as God is 
reprefentcd in the Holy Scripture, (andfuchRe- 
prefentations of his relative* g<werning[Goodncf$ 
are generally laid afide, and declined by them, 
fince they havt declined Revelation) thofc Notions 
of Malice would have dropp'd ; and feme Form 
of Juftice* Degrees of Punt/hment, temper of Re* 
fentment* and Meafure of Offence and Indignation* 
though vulgarly fuppofed in him, would be found 
not only compatible with, but necejjary to the 
Exercifc of the Divine Goodnefs \ and to be at- 
tributed with Honour and Applaufe to the Deity, 
as Inftances of true Goodnefs in the Judgment of 
oil wife Men ; and as Ornaments, rather than 
any Diminution, to the Goodnefs of our heavenly 
Governor. 

Infinite are the Errors and Wickcdnefles 
that fpontaneoufly flow from folfe Notions of 

• Page 33. 

God's 
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God's Goodnefs, in this Extreme. Khali men- CHAP* 
tionbut one- or two more, chey belong to this x - 
Subjeft,and are of the utmoft Concern tobe v "T^ >,,,/ 
rightly apprized of the fame. • - 

The Deifts rejefting Revelation, the only 
true Boundaries of our Opinion of this Attribute, 
unavoidably run into many fanciful Miftakes of 
this Sort, through chat inefficient Guide of Rea- 
fon they fo totally and contentedly rely upon. 
They undoubtedly flatter, and promife them- 
felves, that Repentance and Amendment, in their 
Way, will afluredly entitle them to eternal Life 
in Heaven. But in the Faculty of that Reafon 
they depend upon, there is no Proportion to be 
found between the inconceivably great Happinefs 
of eternal Life, and an entire, uninterrupted 
Courfe of Virtue in this Jbort Life ; much lefe 
the well known, and unavoidably many Imper- 
fections eff Obedience. . No; eternal Happinefs 
in Heaven is the Gift of God in Cbrift, not a necet 
fary Confequence of Virtue, nor naturally due 
unto it.' The Reward being fo ftupendioufly 
greater than the Work, there is no natural Juftice 
in it; it would be Preemption in us fo much as 
to hope for it, if there had not been a Promife 
of it, fronv the moft fuperabomiding Grace of 
God in Chrift Jefus, who is the Lord of that Gift, 
and of all our Hopes. 

A nt d has not He the Right, in common with 
every Benefactor, of prefcribing the Terms and 
Conditions of his own Favour ? And when He 
requires the believing on him as fuch y is it not 
the moft unreafonable Thing in the World to 
refufe it, when the etefrial Inheritance tp be 
X 2 given 
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CHAP, given is of his awn purcba/ing t. The Apottlc* 
*• offering to defcribe the Value of this Favour* 

S ^V % " / kbours under the Lofs of ExprefEon, **V fag* 
Mhv etc vr*p0oAs|V# immeafufably hyperbolical^ 
jupernatural \ io ponderous a Weight of Glory 
as to outweigh (his whole World of Ours with all 
its Glories, Riches, and Jewels. The Glories 
of Heaven are fo inconceivably auguft, that all 
the Hyperboles of human Language faker and fall 
fliort of dcfcribing the thoufandth Part ; by Hy» 
per holes we are able to magnify all the Utile Things 
of this World, but that Affiftancc rather helps to 
diminifh the other as to any full comprehenfion ; 
they are to be the eternal Admiration of the Pof- 
feflbr ! If prefent Light gives the Enjoyment of 
this admirable World, what new Worlds may 

' not be expedted to be enjoyM in that Light ofGod % 

wherein we are to receive New Light, with new 
molded Appetites for Enjoyment? Light was 
the firft Garment God appeared in to our World ; 
but God is as ihuch above Light, as Light is 
above Darknefe. How fliould he expedfc to fac- 
ceed in defcribing, what he acknowledges elfe- 
where, to be great and glorious beyond Concep- 
tion i Eye hath not feen, nor Ear heard* nor bath 
it entered into the Heart of Man to conceive, the 
Things which God has prepared for tbofe that lave 
him f. And he reprcfeno the Love t>f Chrift 
condefcending to advance us to it, in the moil 
exalted Strain of Expreflion ; That we may be 
able ia comprehend with all Saints, what is the 
breadth y and length, and depth, and height ; and 
(a know the Love of Chrift which pajfetb Know* 
ledge %.i 

• aCor.iv. 17. f » Cor.iL 9. J £fb.m. 19. 

1 But 
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. : CHAP. 
But great as ic is, and as much above our x 
prefentComprehenfion, as it is our Dcferts, God V ^Y** / 
in Chrift has bound himfeif by Covenant, and Pro- 
xnife, to confer this unfpeakable Gift upon our 
poor Services ; and upon the due Performance 
of the Conditions on our Part ; we have a Right 
to claim, and the Mediator, who is the oonfti- 
tuted Judge of oor Behaviour, has a Right to 
oblige Him to the Performance, if there could 
poffifcly be any Scruple in the Cafe. IVbatfaever 
ysuJhaU afk in my Name, THAT WILL I DO, 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son, John 
xiv. 13. 

• A it d if this is the glorious and comfamhle 
Effeft of what the Mediator has done, and fuf*- 
tfer'd for us \ whither fhould the Lovers, *t Pre- 
tenders to the Hopes of eternal Lifewfort, but 
to Him who has the Words of it ; and the Gift of 
it moreover at hisowiTDii^ofal ? He has merci- 
fully difpofed of the Words of it to us, in hopes 
we will be fo wife, as to qualify ourfelves for the 
Gift. But what Right, what Claim, what Sha- 
dow of Pretence can thefe Covenant-haters, and 
confequemly Out-Laws before God, thefe Na» 
turalijh in Religion, form to ihemfelves of this 
invaluable Enjoyment after Death? 

S £ £ 1 n o then that Heaven and eternal Hap- 
pinefs there, is not the Due of Man, but the Gift 
of God •, the Do&rinc of the Stoicks, efpoufed 
by the modern Dtifa, which male* eternal Kip- 
pinefs attend upon Virtue by a natural and eter* 
nal NeceJ/ity, muft be falfe > becaule it is founded 
upon two Fal (hoods and Repugnancies to the 
Nature of Things. 1. It fuppofes Merit in M^p, 
X 3 whereby 
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CHAP, whereby he may aflume to claim of God, by a 
-^•^taitertf/ Right, without any Thanks to him. 

•^ r **2. Irfuppofes Man's. Independency upon him (the 
Roorof all Irreligion) that he isfufficient for his 
own Happinefs without him, needing nothing 
from his Grace and Favour ; not fo much 3$ that 
of his Prmife and Covenant,, which are never 
made in Juftice or Debt to Man, but always in 
unmerited Grace and Favour towards him ; and as 
often as Man complies with the Terms, kept af- 
terwards with inviolable, claimable Juftice 5 which 
theDeifts, refufing his Covenant, have no more 
to dp with, than with his Grace. 

Though they may aflure themfelves, their 
Labour would never prove vain in the Lord, if 
they will receive Him for their Mediator and 
Lord-—- But as they will be beholden to nothing 
that he has done for them, and continue to re- 
ject the mod Divine Counfel, and the mod be- 
neficent and fublime Reafon of God's fuperlative 
Goodnefs exhibited in him, their Hopes can be 
little better than Caftles in the Air ; or rather a 
prefumptuous Building a Tower on Earth to reach 
up to Heaven, that they may clamber thither 
in their own Way, whilft they pull down and 
overturn the common prefcribed Method •, as if 
they could climb to force the Angel that guards 
it, and (leal the Tree of Life from the God of 
Heaven, to plant it in their thorny Field of Na- 
ture ? ' 

If they difiprd the Merits of Chrift, they muft 
fet up their own ; and fo by throwing him out of 
their Faith, become guilty of the moft horrible 
Arrogance, with the Papifts, that is incident to a 
Creature ; an Arrogance agamft tjeaven, which 

none 
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ntfrie that ever were in Heaven durft ever think CHAP-. 
of, except the fallen Angels \ and what was thcir^^ 
L06 of that Place, but the .indulging themfelyes^^'^ 
in fuch Thoughts ? Yet our Author, as a Deijl % 
pretends to merit of God beypnd.Ptf/^j-them- 
felves. His Words are thefe, page 332, 333. 
cc Can he, who does a thing Co-avoid being pu- 
cc niffi'd, or in Hopes of being rewarded here-? 
" after ; . and for the fame Reafpi) is ready to da 
" the contrary ; merit % at l$*ft». equally witl\ 
** him, who is in Love with: hi$ Duty, and is. 
" govcrn'd, not by ferviJe Motive*, butt; by the 
" original Obligation of. the. ri&oral Fitne.fs of . 
<c Thirtgs ; m Conformity to. the Nature, and 
" in Imitation of the perfect Wilt of God? They 
* c who do not aft thus, defervenot the Title -of 
" true Deifis." 

A r s not they guilty, at the fame time, of a • 
Breach of one of the primary Laws of Nature,. 
Self-Prefervatitm y when they might, but won*t 
befaved? What Enemies to themfelves, and to- 
Mankind, to go about, to banifti the afiurattoe, 
of fuch a Hope out of the world? It is taking 
away a Life frortithe world more preciou% than- 
ks prefentLife, which is, or ought ta be, the, 
very Life of that life, 

• The Author of CbaraEteriftich profefies {bar 
our Conceptions, of theDqky depend upon the; 
Humour wc are in, i. e, the Temper and-DiipQr; 
fition of Man's Mind, Now wh^t can procure. v 
or produce this beft of Humour like a Jellied 
Covenant between GodandM^n? Thisaffur^dly 
puts every Man's Happinefs into his own Powers 
having the Power of performing the Coqdujoqs. 
This cure-all Excefies of hisPalfioQ for himftlf 
X 4 either 
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CHAR either fifing to PrefotnptiOA, or finking into De* 

x -fpair, by curing nil. falfe Notions both ©f the 

v * or ^Goodnefs, and Severity of God: The Pfomifc* 

pf the Covenant are ah Ahtidote agamft One, and 

the Threatnwgs agaipift the other. 

A* d will they ftill flavifhly ftfck to the La* 
of Work*, thfet Law written in their Hearts, 
whHft their Heart faih them, and their Confidence 
(daily accufes them for not keeping up to it ? 
And ftill find ih their Httrt not to ftceive thre 
fecortd and better Cownaht there? When fc 
Wbuld put tbeit Law 6f Nature farther into tbeiV 

. inward Parts, and, in ordct to conquer that evil 
Heart 6f Unbelief, endear itfelf to thtw Jodg- 
mentand Affefttertfc, under the Circnmftanoes of 
being merciful to their Unri^hteoulhefs, and re- 
membrinc; their Sins and Iniquities no more*, and 

' df the Yoke being rehder'd eafy, and the Burthen 
light, through the Lord and Mediator of that 
Covenant; whercfc there is promUed Pardon for 
theft- Sinar and the Afliftance of the Holy Ghoft 
t*> help their Infirmities, and Life eternal for 
atkirlgfor, and the Sincerity of their beft Endea~ 
yoUrfc accepted of in lieu of perfeA Obedience: 
ftjr the Uprightnefe and Perfection of Man's 
Obedience to the fame, is declared in the renewal 
of that Covenant, or original Promife to Abra- 
hams to cdnfift in Sincerity according to die 
Margin, Gen. xvii. t. Though in that Coytv 
nant we convey no other Right to God than 
tf hat he bad a Claim to before, viz. the beft Obe- 
dience of our Lives, yet lot the better Security 
0f that Obedience, it operates upon us with the 
£orce of a double Obligation •, that of God's 
Commandments, and that alfo which arifts from 
the Honour of keeping the Faith of a Covenant 
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we voluntarily obliged ourfelvcs in. A Covenant * CH A P. 
wherein they may enter into the raoft happy, a^*,, 
knoft honourable, moft priviledg'd State of ma- v-r V^ r . 
uuai Contrail with the Maker of Heaven and 
Earth* for the greateft Benefits their Nature is 
capable of, and upon Terms eafy to be performed 
by their Frailties. 

Whsrbas in tkeir State of Nature, theneis 
no rtatarf Obligation at ail between God and 
Main* ail d* Weight of die Obligation lies upon 
Man; and no corresponding Obligation from 
God * who bonds hmrfelf in no Promife or Sti- 
pulation, because Man itfiribs to be bound by 
any federal Right on his Part, to his own Hap* 
pine* 4 and to accept Him fbr their God, in die 
Way only that he will at all be their God, or 
they can be his People. Gail that be an eqote* 
able, or a tolerable Notion of che Goodnefs of 
God, which would make thofe equal in its Re* 
fyc&Sy whole moral A&iora and Behaviour to- 
wards Him, are unequal, by flighting the Con- 
ditions of his Goodnefe ? If it is morally certain 
from the Divine Goodnefs, *bat lie would, at 
fome certain Time and Place, rr&tai fome Re* 
medy to Man's Mtfery, and feme Restoration 10 
his Happinefs ; to enquire not after that mvcal'd 
Will and Goodnefs of God, but fpurnat the Of- 
fers of it, muft be a moft provoking, 4mmral 
Difobedience. Yet they dcrfpife die Revelation 
be has been pleafed to make; chough it is at 
true, and as comfortable in Belief, for their life 
here, and for their Hopes hereafter, m is the Be* 
ingafGoditfeH: 

For it gives them the true Knowledge of 
pod, andot'Thernfelves; without which, one is 

as 
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C H AB. as nothing, comparatively fpeaking, xo the other 
^J^h Defiance of which they fct up an imaginary 
^v^ Relation between as fanciful a Goodnefs of God 
and themfelvcs ; controuling and dire&ing that 
to be, what it really is not, with refpedfc to them ; 
and to increafe their own Rejection, making 
themfelvcs to be what they really are not 

I t is not fufficient to confider 'the Goodnefs 
of God as the Author of our Beings and our 
' Bleffings, unlefs we confider our Relation to him 
Jikewife, as our Divine Law-giver and Governor ; 
what he requires from our Behaviour, to pleafe 
him, and what he forbids under the Penalty of 
his Difpleafure; and in chat Cafe to feparate 
Juftice from his Goodnefs, is to make him an 
Idol of our own Fancy, no God, no Governor 
over us; and ourfelves,. though his Creatures, 
daily preferv'd and oblig'd, yet not accountable to 
hUn for our Adions. From two Premifes both 
of their own erc&ing, with relpeft to God's 
Goodnefs, and their own Sufficiency, and both 
fundamentally erroneous, what Syftem for their 
Salvation can follow, but SeJf-deceit and Self* 
deftruftion ; if God of his infinite Mercy docs 
not open their Eyies* to Jer the© fee, and forfakc 
their own Deiufion ? 

„ D o e s he not knpw Himfelf, ind them, much 
better than they, can pretend either to know 
Him,, or themfelves? In order to give them, 
boafting themfelvcs of the reverfe, a due Senfe 
of themfelves, and take down that proud fwelling 
Sufficiency, as of themfelves, they ought to 
confider that they are wretched^ and miferable, 
and poor, and blind, andnak*A% and without Him 
cen dq noibfag. That God can do for them what 

they 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DEISM Delineated. jjj 

they cannot do of themfelves, enlighten, and CHAP, 
enrich them, and make them very happy with ij?^* 
Himfelf, provided they will fubmit to his Direc- ^Y^- 
tions. He who is ignorant, bnt knows his own - 
Ignorance, (as was the Cafe of the ancient Philo* 
fophers) is far wifer, and more compaffionated 
by the Deity, than he, who having received the 
Heavenly Inftru&ion, with all the Treafures of 
Divine Wifdom apd Goodnefs, for making him 
good j thinks himfelf wifer and better, thjin to 
put it to any other Ufe, but to rend thofe who 
lay fuch Pearl befor&him. 

I s it fitting they fhould deal as boldly by his 
Goodnefs as they do by his Juftice? ^rawing 
upon it great Sums of Favour and Bounty, on all 
their Occafions, and without Leave, claiming a 
Tide hereafter to an happy Immortality, and 
efcape from Punifhments, as a Matter of Right ; 
though they have no Promife, though it is in De- 
rifion of the Methods God has appointed them to 
claim under. Never considering that Favour and 
Goodnefs is a free Thing in all its Difpenfarions, 
where it is unconfirmed by Covenant. Would they, 
acknowledge and embrace it, in that Way of Co- 
venant, they have indeed a juft Claim toitj but 
as long as they wilfully difdain the Covenant, and 
the Conditipn thereof, Juftice forbids them any 
Benefit of it. 

T h b y think it is no Injuftice in God to par* 
don Sin in their Way, and therefore depend upon 
hjm for it: By which, they fondly mean, it 
would be no Injuftice or Injury to tbetnfehfs to re- 
ceive his Pardon and Favour. .But have they any 
juft Claim to it? If not, they are guilty of In- 
juftice againft God in entertaining fuch an unjufti- 
T * i * fiable 
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CHAR fiable Hope againft the Reafon of all Hope. Is 
.Jk, it not unaeniable Juftiee in God fo far to regard 
^^^the Terms and Conditions of his own Favour, as 
to debar them from it, who wilfully i*je&the 
Other* Oor Author * affigns the Caufe of oar 
Happinefs being limited, becaofe our Reafonis 
fo : God alone has unlimited Reafon and Happi- 
itefe. if then our Reafon is limited, and conse- 
quently our Happinefs, why fo mconfifient, as 
not to allow God's fuperior Reafon to dtrefttrsto 
Oor^reatcftHappmew; and rtot accept ctfTiis Re- 
velation, in the life of our Reaftw^ as -our only 
Pilot to Heaven ? Since the written Wcri and 
Reafon of God in the Ufe of our Kattftties, is a 
fore and ftedfaft Guide, m all Neceffirries; <wWk 
die unwritten Reafon that comes from Jiim, on 
Account of promiTcuoos Ignorance, Yagrancy, 
and Unfcttlcdnefs, refilling to confok the only 
Pilot, the living Way, that came from thence, 
mofrever row with random Flu&uation in the 
wide Ocean of Nature, negle&ed, unpity'd by 
Heaven ; or (hould they arrive by the Prero- 
gative of a Suppofition at that Coaft, the Coaft 
thereof would know them not. 

Ths like ungrounded, fond Notion of the 
Goodnefi of God, wherein they, fuperftitioufly 
indulge themfelves, {educes them into a Difre- 

Pard, if not utter Disbelief of any pofitiw future 
unifoments, in another Life. But Laws with- 
out the Sanation of Punifhment annexed would 
bono more than fo many Intreatiesof the Sove- 
reign-Power, promulg'd to its refpe&ive Sub- 
jects; having no Power to command, and with- 
out any Profpcft of being obey'd. Or, if Pu- 

• iP^f* 20. 

nilhmeat 
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nifliment was asoex'd and threatened, but notCtf At\ 

put in Execution, it would have the lame Effedh S» 

fevery Iniquity would be encouraged*that could V| ^V V/ 

difturb the Enjoyment, or threaten the Diflblu- 

cion of the Community ; and the fovereign Ao- 

thority would become guilty of thofe Crimes it 

took no Care to reftrain. There is an Account 

of one, who, " having begg'd for a Pardon of 

4c the King of France for the Seventh Murtber he 

c ' was guilty of, and finding he could not obtain 

cc it, boldly told the JCfag, that he would own 

€i only the firft Murder to be his own proper 

" Aftion ; and that the Imputation of all the reft 

€< muft lie upon the King himfelf j for that he 

* fhould never have committed the other, if the 

" King had not given him Encouragement* by par* 

" doningthejirA" 

A s there are more difpofed to be wicked, than 
good, in all Governments ; not only the Com- 
roination of Pains and Penalties, but the due Exe- 
cution of them, muft ever continue the principal 
San&ion of Law, as that will ever be the Nerves 
and Support of the Governor's Authority. It is 
that only obtains the true End of Punifliment ; 
which is to be a Terror to evil Ddbrs. Infli&ion of 
Evil has greater Force and Power over Mens 
Minds, than Hope of Reward 5 becaufc the firft 
makes their prefent Condition worfe, which is a 
dreadful Thing ; whilft the other lerves only to 
better it, which will operate the le(s, the more 
they are contented with it. 

That Punifliment, which is for Correction 
and Amendment of the Offender, is not remit- 
ted or abated by what Chrifi fuffer'd for us \ for 
that Rod ftiU continues in the Hand of Our lov- 
ing 
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CHAf. ing Father to be ufed upon Occafion of doing 
^kn S good. It was only needful to take away that 

v * > v >h ' which proceedeth from his Wratb y and, after a 
fufficient Probation of us, is filial and never cea- 
fing, and to be pronounced upon the incorrigi- 
ble by the Mouth oiGooinefi itfelf. They who 
are wife to efcape it, will fee fo much Wifdom 
and Love for the fublick Good^ in inflicting it, 
that they will not have the leaft Grief or Regret 
for the eternal Lofs and Suffering of their neareft 
"Relation here ; but remain convinced, that as 
Rewards and Punifhments are effential to the 
heavenly Governor, he maintains his Charafter 
of GoodnefS) in rewarding above, and punifhing 
lefs than Defert. 

Seeing the Punifliment of Vice, whicR 
arifeth ordinarily out of the natural Confequences 
of Things, called the natural Punifhment or In- 
convenience of it, is frequently poftpon'd, and 
the natural Tendency of fuch a Caufe often in- 
terrupted, and the Effe&s no lefs frequently 
eluded in this Life ; and confidering Wickednels 
and Vice are profperous, merry and triumphant, 
and fall into no Misfortune like other Men ; the 
natural notions Men have, by common reafon- 
ing upon the Divine Reftitude, the effential Ju- 
ftice of God, as a Governor^ fo neceffary to limit 
his Goodnefs, at one Time or other ; have every 
where agreed as in a common Diftate of Realbn, 
to believe fome pqfitive Retributions hereafter^ 
fome certain legal Confequences of Vice, upon 
every Sinner according to his Defervings. 

If then the Perfuafion of Tuture pfitive^ legal 
Punifhments is as neceffary in the Belief of natu- 
ral Religion," as that God is Governor and Judge 

of 
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of human Anions s Why docs oar Author * fall CH A E, 
out with Revelation, for making that ftill more **^ 
certain ; and for making it what it ought to be, v ^ vrs '^ 
more effe&ual,. by reprefenting it as ehdlefs? 
Whilft he would have all future. pofitive Punifh- 
ment, (as w*ll in Contradi&ion to natural, as 
reveal'd Religion) to be " Cruelty, Malice, 
<c Spite, Wrath* Revenge:" No /, they won't 
bear to hear of any Puniftiment fufficiently cer- 
tain, and fufficiently great, to be a counterba- 
lance to the P^fires and Temptations to Sin, in 
this Life. ., But. God, who knows the Nature 
whereof we are made better than thefe Men, 
and without ever confulting them, any farther, 
than they will -pleafe to confult their own Breaft, 
whether the Fear of fuch Evil is not the firft 
Wifdom of our Nature, has therefore made the 
Fear ofbimfelftbe beginning of Wifdom, and to de- 
part from Sin and Evil, to be their firft Under- 
handing. 

H e lays hold of that powerful Principle of 
Self-Prefervation within us, to oblige us, by any 
Means, to be good, wife, and happy •, and, if 
the Love of Goodnefs, Wifdom, and Happinels 
can't prevail, (as they can't poflibly in the Na- 
ture of Things at firft, over habitual Sinners) to 
drive us into that Good he intends for us, and 
compel us to come in, through Fear of the dread 
Punifhments of the contrary Practices. There* 
fore has he in his great Wifdom and Goodnefs, 
pofitively acquainted us with thofe endleis unen- 
durable Torments, to rouze us out of that de- 
fperate Inconfi deration and Lethargy, Infatuation 
and infenfibility, which are incident to an Habit 

* Page 35, 36. 
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CHAP, of finning. That fince the impediment Sinner 
x * muft one Day fuffer them in r$atity 9 he might 

X *Y*' every Day think of, and differ them in his Thoughts* 
till the Pain thereof changes the Courfe of his 
Life ; and then, in a few Days, he will furely 
turn and repent, and precipitate himfelf into Vir- 
tue and Happineis, taking San&wy.in the Fear 
of God, in order to rejoice in the Arms of his 
Favour. Not as if originally ordamM for Man, 
for that would be to ordain Punifliment before 
he had finned, but prepand for the Devil and bis 
Angeh: Therefore a meet Doom and fuitable 
Society for all thofe, who wilfully forfake God, 
and follow their Example. If the Pride of think- 
ing better of their natural Capacity, and Endow- 
ments, than they deferv'd ; if die not acknow- 
ledging the Receipt of them to him, and eo a 
full Contentment with the Divine Difpenfations $ 
if the thinking fo highly of their own Reafon and 
Sufficiency, as to let them upon arguing with 
the mod High, for a higher Station than they 
were placed in, was their Ruin, others had Need 
to ftand in Fear. 

A k d the Reafon our Author there alledges 
againft foch Punifliments, viz. " Becaufe God 
" in doing A£ts of Juftice, ads purely for the 
* Good of his Creatures," b the very Reafon 
why in his great Goodneis, he both threatens 
and infli&s thofe great Punifhments. So (hallow 
3 Civilian was he in reafoning upon Law and 
Funifhment. For, if the Laws of God were cer* 
tainly fram'd for our Good, as Directions and 
Qualifications for bringing us to Heaven ; the 
more fcvere the Punifhments annexed for eflec- 
tually deterring from Difobedience, the more he 
demon Urates himfelf to be intent upon and de- 

firous 
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firous of our Good ; that we may not find it, upon CHAP, 
the Balance of the Afccount, agreeable to any ^^ 
Part, or Paffion of our Nature, to difappoinc him ***** 
of his Defign of bringing us to Happiriefi, afnd 
to Himfelf. For fo much then (fays the Book of 
iVtfd. xii. 15.) as tbou art righteous tbyfelf, tbou 
ordereft all Things rigbteoujly ; thinking it not agree- 
able with thy Power to condemn him who hath not 
deferv'd to be puniftfd. 

Therefore he would have us paufe and 
confider, when a Temptation offers ; whether 
the Pleafures of Sin which are but for a Seaforr, 
though they have the Charms of being prefjenr, 
or being fecret, or being fome new Tafteof Sin, 
if they rnuft become Remorfe and Bitteruefs ift 
the long after-feeling of the Mind in its Repent- 
ance for complying ; and without that, terminate 
in the Worn* of Conference that never dies, and the 
Fin thai never fhall be quench? d ; whether the pre- 
carious Moment of Life with all its fulfill, fickly 
Enjoyments ought to be preferred to a never- 
ending Eternity of Torture uninterrupted and 
Angm(h unfupportable, that will come, and will 
not tarry ! Or whether the fober Thought of fpch 
an impending Danger ought not to be terrible 
and tremendous in its Caution, nevef to repeat 
the fame Folly of finning^ as in its Confequence 
it is unfpeakable in the Endurance : Or whether, 
for that Reafon, becaufe there is no Proportion 
between eterhal Suffering, and the vicious Plea- 
fures of a flwrt Life, the Deceitfulnefe of Sib 
ought not immediately to be compelled to own 
the Cheat, m Prefenoe of that Diffuafion of God* 
and the true Nature of his Government ! Pur* 
pofely in Grace and Mercy publifh'd and impart- 
ed, as the ftrongeft Bitt and Bridle* that can pof- 

Vol. I. Y fibly 
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CHAP, fibiy be ufedfor curbing the headftrong WiH, 
x -and putting a Stop to habitual Sip ! And, if it 
^"nasnot that Effeft, whether Reafon can deny it 
to be a juft Bargain of Vengeance delhrer'd, for 
the infinite Folly of reje&ing the eternal Pleafures 
of Heaven * which courted all the Day of Life, 
and will affuredly be as commenfurate to the Im- 
mortality of the Soul, as the other Endurance 
mull be parallel to its Exiftence. 

Plato in Pbadcn^ brings hi Socrates, de- 
claring, " That thofe whofe Sins are incurable, 
" and have been guilty of Sacrilege or Murder, 
" or fuch Crimes, are byajuftandfatalDeftiny, 
c< thrown headlong into Tartarus^ where they are 
" kept Prifoners for ever." Rep. Jx. he ob- 
ferves, <c that at the Time of the future Judgment, 
" good Men (hall be at the Right-Hand of God, 
" and the Wicked at the Left, from whence they 
44 (hall be thrown down into the Abyfs, and into 
" outward Darkneis, bound Hand and Foot " 
where they (hall be tormented, and torn by Spi- 
rits, which he calls Fire, and where nothing 
fhall be heard but horrible groaning and how- 
ling. 

This being a Separation from all that Hap* 
pinefs, which was the propofed End of Man's 
coming firft into this mortal Life, is called the 
fecend Death ; as the Separation of Soul and 
Body, the End of all Temporal Happtneis, is 
\i\& firft Death. And if there remains do more 
Sacrifice for Sin after the firft Death, and the 
guilty Remorie infeparably adheres to. the Soul, 
and that Soul is naturally immortal ; it follows 
from the Drift's own Concefiion of thePunifh- 
ment of Sin by natural Confluence, that it muft 

be 
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be as durable as the Soul. Temporal Punifliments CHAP, 
from Godi a(re rhedicinal and therefore remiffible ; ^ . 
but both by the Tenor of the Sentence, and the V- 'V W 
Nature of Things, (fuppofing no Annihilation* 
which is * groundless Hope) there muft be a State 
of endlefs Defpair in eterhal Banifhment from all 
Happinefs, from any more Hope of Probation, in 
Company of the Devil and his Angels, who have 
defpairM ever fince their Fall And that Defpair of 
Pardon and Felicity has been the Caufe of their 
inceflant Malice againft Souls ; which accumulates 
their Guilt, and ripens them for that everlaftirig 
Fire prepared for them \ where the Tempter and 
Tempted will burn with tormenting Rage 
againft God, and one another, for evermore. 

If th< undone Reafon of the Sufferer will 
not acquit the Goodnefi of God, the Reafon 
of every Body elfe muft plainly acknowledge the 
Fhnefs of that Infli&ion upon the incorrigible 
Sinner, and thejuftice of that Puniihment from 
the Imvenly Governor upon fome wilful and 
ungovernable Perfons of the Society, For, 
fince the previous Acquaintance of it could not ac- 
complifli its ardent Defire of faving all from eter- 
nal Woe and Ruin, the aftual Infli&ion of it will 
be juftify'd, if not out of Mercy and Kindnefs to 
the Sufferer, (who has rendered himfelf incurable, 
atidincapable of any) ftill out of fuperior loving 
Kindnefs to the Community, and the Author of 
CbarafieriJlickS) Vol. I. p. 39. an inconfiftent 
Adverfary to theie true Sentiments, maintains 
«* the Intereft or Good of the Whole % muft be thp 
44 Intereft of the univerfal Being, and that he can 
** have no other," that fince they beforehand 
knew this very Judgment of God, and knew thas 
their thinking him to be Aufiere in threauiing it, 
Y 2 would 
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C H A P. would be only the CQndpnning tbemfelves out of their 
X 'OV>* Mouth i if it loft its Aim and Intention in 

V-<v ^d0ii)g good to themfelvie*, in timely redeeming 
tip mif-ifpent Time of a former Conversation, 
through the Influence and Pread of that Terror 
of the Lord for working out their own Salvation * 
it will for ever and ever ferve to do good unto 
others % by becoming a Monument of Vengeance 
for. confirming the Righteous pore fare and fted- 
fafl: in their Stace of Glory, as Beacons about the: 
immenfe Ocean of Futurity, for keepihg others 
fteatfy *fld undtvious.in their Courfe. And be- 

1 caufe the Happinefs.of one is intended to be ever- 

laftiijg, for the better fecuring Of that, the Mi- 
fery of the other is ordained to be as lading. 

• F o a it is reafonable to think, thtt as their free 
Will was conducted to Heaven by the Influence . 
of rational Motives ; fo ftill remaining a mutable » 
free Will, like the Angels*, it is capable of be- 
ing confirmed more and more in its Choice, by 
Experience, and by the ever-operating Strength 
of fuch righteous Examples of God's Difpleafure. 
There being many Paflages in Scripture, exempt- 
ing the Righteous hereafter from Sorrow, Pun 
and Labour ; but not one that infures them from 
a PoffihUty of finning any more. They are but 
finitely perfect, and consequently peccable, ca- 
pable of finning, though removed many Degrees 
from pronenefs to it. Heaven or the true 
Riches, according to our Lord's Reprefentation, 
tyke xvL 10, ii. Seems to be committed as a 
Truft of Faithfulnefs, and a new State of Proba- 
tion* being a Place of new and better Righ- 
ttoufne&, He that is faithful in a little^ in the 

" • Frul]tb*}fiood<wb*jlud y wdftUv&efiU. Milt 

prefent 
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prcfent Start of Probation, is arid will befabbfbl €H A Pi 
«#fe intheMUC H committed to him hereafter j x \, 
**J A/ /£*/ is unfaithful or unjuft in a. little now, ^^ 
would be the fame in futurity* fhould the MUCB 
be, what it never can be, ; committed Co him. 
Doftor Whitby obferves of the Spirits of juft 
Men made perfeS, Heb. xii.^3. that it figftjfie* 
either that they had fulfill'd their Coulfe, and 
fo re'ftcd from their Labours and Confii&s ; or to 
be perfaftty purg*d from all Guilt of Sin, and Jo 
fitted to be admitted to (his Kingdom. If we 
examine into the Ufe of the Tree ef Life hereof tef h 
we (hall find it is for an Ointment offiveet Savour 
to them that eat it, they Jball neither labour nor be 
meaty, 2 Efd. ii. 12. Rev.iL 7. xxti. 2, 14, 
And as the Fall and Puni&oiem of Angels is the 
Confirmation of other Angels in their happy 
State r fo the eternal Funi(hment of wicked Men 
will be die eternal Eftabliffimcht of the Righteous 
in Glory $ and both may cohtinUe eternal Monu- 
ments of Difobedience, and Divine Difpleafure, 
perhaps, to many other Sy items of intelligent 
Agents created to Probation in Body of fpme Sort, 
fuppofing xfptrxtual Body according to the Diftino 
tion of the Apbftte, which feems to mean fijper* 
elemental Body* very differerit from our elemen- 
tal kind of Body. 

The Number of Unhappy Sufferers may be 
no more to the other Sy/hms of rational Agents, 
than the Executions at Tyburn are to the Cities of 
London and fPeftmtfier. And if the good Go- 
vernment of thofe Cities find it neceflary to make 
thofe Examples, a^a. Terror to others againft op- 
pofing the Government, and breaking. the Laws 
of Older and Enjoyment, Why may not the eter- 
nal Governor of the Great City % wbofe Builder and 
Y 3 Maker 
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CHAT. Maker is God, governing rational free Agents* 
'^^ according to their Nature, make eternal Exam- 

^^^ples of fome, \o the Terror of others, who might 
have chofen Obedience and Happinefs, and were 
affiftcd in the Choice * and yet wilfully preferred 
Rebellion to his Laws, and Oppofition to his 
moft wife Adminiftration to general Happinefs ; 
and ftill, notwithftanding thofe Inftances of Dit 
pleafure, preferve, and, with more accumulated 
Kefpeft as a Governor, fix his Charaftcr of Qptw 
mus Maximus t For Mercy and Wrath confijt with 
the beft and greateft Governor, and to be mighty 
to forgive, and to pour out Difpleafure, is his Cha- 
racter and Station, Eccluf.xvi n. or in the 
Words of King Manajfts, thine angry Tbreatmng 
towards Sinners is importable, but thy merciful Pro- 
life is unmeafurable and un/eanhable. Suppofe 
there are ten Thoufand, or ten Thoufand times 
ten Thoufand Arch-Angels^ and that they are the 
PRINCIPALITIESoverPowers,tx>wcr- 
ful Societies, one Arch- Angel the D £ V I L with 
his Clan of Rebellious Apgels, fallen and kept to 
the Judgment of the great Day, might be an 
eternal Beacon to all the Hofts of Angels. So 
the Sons of Perdition among the Children of 
Men, who make themfelves Children and Imita- 
tors of that Apoftate from God, may be a Ter- 
ror, and yet be but few in Comparifon of the in* 
numerable Societies ^nd Syftems which may be 
influenced by their exemplary Punifhmenc Any 
other Notion of Hell, whether of the learned 
or unlearned, exclufive of Annihilation, (an ab- 
furdity m Philofophy) feems to be no other 
than a Purgatory, of a (horter or longer Duration. 
If there was any Hope in Hell, fo much as the 
Hope of the Mercy of Annihilation, it would 
not be Hell But then that bopeleft State of the 

damn'd, 
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datnn'd, ferves to this very good End of ,Wif- CHAP, 
dom, in confirming the happy in their Duty in »^*L, 
Heaven; in railing their Gratitude to God for^^^ - ^ 
their Redemption ; and the Senfe of their own 
Joys to a higher Pitch. 

Thus Joftice and Mercy in the Divine Go- 
vernment, as well as in all other Governments, 
relate to different Subjects •, Juftice to private 
Ferfons is both Juftice and Mercy to the Publick.; 
the Good of the whole being evermore the Mea- 
fure of the Good of every Perfon in particular ; 
whatever is thus ordered for the Good of the 
whole, is beft in Wifdom, bed in Juftice, beft 
in Goodnefs for that whole. And though the 
Author of the CbaraSerifiich* Vol. I. page 40. 
allows of no fuch Inference, yet it dire&ly fol- 
lows from his own Pofition. " If there be a ge» 
" neral Mind, it can have no particular Intereft : 
" But the general Good, or Good of the Whole, 
u and its own private Good, muft of Neceffity 
" be one and .the fame. It can intend nothing 
" befides, nor aim at any Thing beyond, nor 
" be provoked to any Thing contrary. So that 
44 we have only to confider, whether there be 
" really fuch a Thing as a Mind which has rela- 
" lion to the whole* or not. For if unhappily 
4< there be no Mind* we may comfort ourfelves, 
^* however, that Nature has no Malice: If there 
" be really a Mind, we may reft fatisfied that it 
" is the beft natur'd one in the World." That 
Mind may be, and is frtt from all Malice, and 
the beft natur'd in the World, in the beft Me- 
thods of Government, and this Punifhment of the 
Wicked continue notwithstanding ; becaufeit im- 
plies no Imper/eSion in fiich a Governor. For 
Mercy and Pity in Cod has it; Time and Sea/on* 
Y 4 and 
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CHAP, and are not in him, as in ourfclves, aPrfffion, 
^^- but a Perfedtion of the higheft Reafon and Equity, 
^V^ ,/ becoming the beft Government of the Univerfe. 
Nor is it any Defeat of Goodnefs, much lefs Ma- 
lice, co fuffer thofe contumacious Subje&s to be 
for ever miferable, who would never be prevail- 
ed with in their Lifetime, to fubmit co the Go* 
vernment of their Maker, nor accept of a Par- 
don in their Redeemer, (6 as to qualify them- 
fclves for eternal Bleflcdnefs. 

Though it feems harlh and fevere to our 
fiiort Reafon, circumfcribed as it is within .the 
Relations of few Things; yet in the large Rea* 
fon of God, as large as are the Relations of the 
innumerable forts of intelligent Creatures he has 
made, in whofe Sight, and under whofe Govern- 
ment the whole Univerfe of Worlds without End 
is but one Society, it is otherwife ; it is benign 
and kind in the Whole. And if it proceed, as 
in truth it does, from his Goodnefs ; the Goodnefi 
of the eternal Governor is a fix'd, immutable 
and eternal principle of Divine Adtion d parte 
ante, IS d parte poft* 

Their petulant Obje&ions and ungrounded 
Miftakes of the Goodnefs of the fupreme Go- 
vernor, contrary to the Nature of Government, 
and the Defign of Puniftiment, led them willingly 
into the Difbelief of thefe PuniQiments, to ex- 
cufe themfelves from having any Regard to the 
Divine Difpleafttre\ though they are no more 
than rettoral Effeds and judicial Endurances 
flowing even from Goodnefi itfclf. Goodnefs 
unfearM, and abufed to Contempt, from the beft 
Friend becomes the moft cxafperated Enemy. 
Befides, if the penal Evil, derived from this 
• abided 
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abofcd Goodncfe, was oot jf«tf/ and c ^i(/;tv, Or GUAR 
not fo great at repre&nted in Scripture, what Oo> ■*• 
cafion for God's waiting fo Jong to be gracious, V- ^V N ^ 
or for the Prates of long ftiflferiog Mercy? God 
knows what will be the Event of bis long fuffer- 
ing, but that has no more Effedl upon the Ekdion 
of the Will, than if he did not know it ; the 
Man is indulged in laager Probation to lay uj> 
Wrath, or BJeffing, at hk own Choice. And, 
agreeably to the common Reafon of all Men, 
stad to the Nature andDefign of capital final Pu- 
nilhment, being a Terror u rtfefr, to prevent in 
them a future Breach of the Law, the Good of 
the Suffer* is not intended hy that Punifliment* 
but, as a Mark of publkk Rtfenttnent, the Good 
of the Publick only 1 becaufe fuch Punifhmenc 
from the Governor of Society, looks forward as 
well as backward, and confequently that the End 
of/tub Punifhment is not folely the. Amendment , 

of the Sufferer, as our Author has falfly aflertcd 
But as he there drops the Curtain, fo I drop the 
Argument m 

And now, if according to the Teft of our 
^Author's ownere&ing, fof judging what is true 
Religion, viz. what makes moft of the Honour of 
God, and the Good of Men % it has appear'd by 
various Arguments, that it makes moft for the 
Honour of God as a Governor, and the common 
Good of Men, the Society governed, that future 
Rewards and Punilhments fhould be difpenfed 
according to the covenanted Mothod revealed in 
the Gofpel, and no otherwife, where it is fuffici* 
ently promulged, (efpecially fince the Degrees 
of both will be proportioned to the refpe&ive 
Degrees of Obedience, and Difobedience, and 
diftributed by the Hands of the Mediator of that 
\ Covenant, 
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CHAR Covenant, the appointed Judge of our Beha^ 
^^^viourj) and if tnat Method of written Laws, 
^^rrivileges, and Conditions, beft afcertains the 
Knowledge of Obedience in all neceflary Parti- 
culars, and the Expeftation of the governed in 
all that can concern their Hopes, and Fears, to 
their unfpeakable Comfort and Satisfa&ion, un- 
der that Divine Government ; as well as to the 
lingular Glory and Illuftration of all the Divine 
Attributes, as will further appear afterwards. If 
the contrary Suppofition of the Goodnefs of God, 
depredates the Honour and Wifdom of the Di- 
vine Government * loofens the Bands of Obedi- 
ence, and renders it precarious, and deftitute erf 
proper Affiftance •, and, in all duereafoning upon* 
and Experience of Law and Government for the 
Good of the Community, is falfe and fuperftt- 
tious ; if it affords no Afiurance of Remiffion 
of Sins to Repentance and Amendment grafted 
upon that Preemption, in Contempt of die re- 
vealed Method of afcertaining it \ and if neither 
the Death of Chrif^as a bare Witnefi, and a mere 
Teftimony that God is of a reconcilable DHpofi- 
tion to repenting Sinners t nor yet the Republi- 
cation of the Law of Nature, are to be depended, 
upon for Remiffion of Sins, and eternal Life \ 
Then it follows, that D<?i/m, in a Chriftian Couih 
try, is deftitute of all Support of Reafon, and 
rational Comfort ; that it is abfolutely falfe in its 
Foundation ; And, 'tis to be hoped, uponferious 
Confideration of the fame, it will from hence forr 
ward hegin to die away at the Root, aud revive 
no more ^mongft us« 
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CHAP. XL 

Of the Priestly Office of our Mediator 
upon Earth continued. 

Proceed to the Jecond Thing pro* CHAP, 
pofed, to (hew what is the Method XI. 
laid down in Scripture, to be de- v ^W 
pended upon for Salvation, the Re- 
million of Sins, and eternal Life : 
And that is the DEATH of the Mediator 
He was to fuffer peath not as a Martyr to the 
Truth of God's reconcilable Difpofition to Sin* 
ners ; that Difpofition was evident enough in his 
appointing fuch a Pcr(bn, and fending him into 
the World * but as the Mediator of the n<w 
Covenant, who by fufferingin our Stead the 
Punifhmem due to our Sin, undertook to ao 
fompliJh thereby an a£fual y full, perfetl Recon- 
ciliation between God and Man. Thus it is 
reprefented. For this Caufe be is the Mediator of 
the NewTeftament, that by Means of Death for the 
Redemption of the Tranjgreffions that were under 
the firfi Tsjlamenty they which are called might 
receive the fromife of eternal Inheritance: For 
where a foftameflt is, there not ft alfo ofNeceJftty he 
the Death of the deflator. For a teftament is of 
Force, after Mtn are dead, olberynfe if is of no 
Strength at all while the Tejlator livetb*. The 

• #f.i*. 15, 16,17. 

$ .; feme 
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CHAP, fame Word which is tranflatcd Teftament t in 
**• other Places fignifies Covenant ; which, accord- 

V^V^ing to WWby y " as it was fcaled with, and 
.*• confirmed by his Blood, procuring -for us 
" fuch Bleffings as he by his Will defign'd for, 
" and declared, fcould ' be conferred upon Be- 
cc lievers through Faith in Tris Blood* became alfoa 
« Teftamentt But that the Word fhooid tyflr? 
where be rendered Covenant, . not Teftament « 
and that there is no fteceffity For tranflating it 
Teftament even in this Place, in cafe Teftatorxoi- 
plies Pacifier * See P«frrt Notts. [ -••.-: 

• f' * 

As 'he was the Son 6f God who loved Itlgh- 
teoufneft and hated Iniquity againft Jhi* fritter*' 
chat induced him to undertake our Redempt io n 1 
from till Iniquity, tad gain a new Probation, to 
make tfc a peculiar Ptople zealous of good 
Work*./ 

I t became bim to make the Captain of our Sal- 
vation Perfefi through fuffering, or rafting Death 
• for every Man**. It does not fay, there was no 
other Way poffiWc for the Salvation of Sinners. 
But what is more to the Purpofe, if that Method 
beft ff EC A ME the Grace, Wifdom % and Paver 
of God, we may be very fure,* it was in itfclf the 
beft* tbttvijeft, and the moft honourable that could 
be pitcVd upon. For nothing but what is moft 
Divine and Beneficial inGoodnefs, moft fublime 
and adorable in Wtfdotn', moft influential and 
awful in Legiflature and Government, could be- 
come God to propofe, or the Mcdiatbr to under- 
take, or Man to receive the Benefit of, in that 
Affair. 

m JU.ii. 9,10. 

« It 
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CHAP. 
tf I t is enough (in the Opinion of the impar- XL 
« tial Mr. Locke) tojuftify theFitnefe of any^W 
••: Thing to be done, by revolving it into the Wtf 
•* dom of God* who has done it * whereof our nar~ 
" row Undcrftandings, and fhort Views, may 
«! utterly incapacitate us to judge. We know 
*| little of this vifible, and nothing at ail of the 
''State of that intelk&ual World ; wherein are 
<c infinite Numbers and Degrees of Spirits out of 
" the Reach of our Ken or Gucfe ; and therefore 

V kpQw nop wjwtf Tranfc&ions there were between 
€< God and our Saviour, in Reference to his 
4< Kingdom. We know not what need there was 
«' to letup aHeadwda Cheiftan, in Opppfition 
cc to the Prince of ibis World* the Prince of the 
" Power of the Air* He. And we (hall take too 
" much upon us, if we Jhall call God's Wifdom 
" or Providence to Account, and pertly condemn 
" for needlefs, all that our weak, and, perhaps, 
" biafs'd Underftandings* cannot account for * " 
*• Yet, in this particular Cafe, the Wifdom and 

V jGoodnefe of God has (hewn icfelf fp vifibly to 
«> common Apprehenfions, that it <hath furnifh'd 
*> us abundantly wherewithal to fatisfy the Curi* 
u ous and Inqujfitive; who will not takeaBlef- 
* fine, unlefs they be inftru&ed, what need they 
•* had of it, and why it was bellowed upon 
" themt". 

The making the Captain of our Salvation 
Perfeft through fuffering Death, was, that which 
made him a perfefi Mediator in Office* as he was 
before perfe&ly qualify'd in his Pprfon and Na- 
ture to go through with it. And thus as the Law 

? Rutfimqbltnifi pf Ouiftiaii* fugt 355, . f Pip 156. 

oi 
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C H A fc of God obliging to Obedience was wifely laid in 
**• the Nature and Reafon of Things, fo the Divine 

V^" w Method of pardoning Trarifgreflion and reco* 
vering to Obedience, through this Mediator, h 
Kkewife founded in the Nature and Fitfcefs of 
Things; not difcoyerable indeed to our Reafon, 
without the Help of Revelation: But when that 
open'd the Treafures of Wifdom and Mercy in 
faring Sinners j it, at the fame Time, (hews how 
perfectly well the Mediator confults the Nature 
of God, and the prefent Nature of Man, in 
eredingthe beft Kingdom and Government that 
can poffibly fubfift between diem. 

WHBRBtJNToall that fubjeft themfehres by 
the Invitations of themoft reafonable Faith in the 
Mediator, find Mercy and Juftice, and all the 
Inftitutes and Appointments of Heaven, difpensM 
not by arbitrary Will, butdite&cd by the Mea- 
fures of the higheft Reafon and Wifdom ; the 
natural Inclinations, which Reafon fuggefts, of 
the Divine Goodnefs to pardon penitent Sinners, 
reconciled to the natural Engagements of Ju- 
ftice, 'not to let Sin go unpunifh'd, by a mod 
furprizing Policy and Godlike Contrivance for 
the Good of Man, as much beyond the Capacity 
of his Reafon to have found out, as it is beyond 
his Defer t; wherein Mercy and Truth, Rigbteouf- 
nefs and Peace match'd together, and have tiffed 
each other. 

Wherein all that is in the Power and 
Nature of Man is fuperintended and direded to his 

freatcft Comfort in this World, and to his endlels 
lappinefi in the next. His Reafon exalted to a 
Coincidence with his Faith, and improved to the 
beft Government over all his Faculties ; his Paf- 
x fions 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DEISM Delineated, 33$ 

Sons regulated to the embracing the moft amiable CHAP: 
recompencing Good ; and to the fliunning the ^ 
moft ferioufly deform'd, andtireadfully revenging V ^Y^' 
Evil j his Repentance and Devotion animated with 
the moft cordial Invitations, and Acceptablenefs 
to God, in the Joy and Communion of the Holy 
Ghoft, to the greateft chearing of the Heart, 
and to the beft Settlement of the Peace of Con- 
fciencc ; and the Obedience of his A ft ions guided 
by Laws and Helps purpofcly ordain'd for the 
improving his Nature here inHolinefi, that it 
may be perfe&ed in Happinefs hereafter. 

As the Foundation of that Faith in the Me* 
diator is laid in the reveal'd Union of the Divine 
and Human Nature, Son of God, and Son of 
Man, perfonally dying for the Sins of the World, 
fifing from the dead, and interceding in Heaven 
for us. TheReafons of his Death, and the fa- 
iring EfficaqKof his Blood Jbedding, are exprefs'd by 
bis dying for m, bearing our Sins, or the Punilh- 
mentofthem*. x By teing an Ojfrri*g, Propitia- 
tion* Sacrifice, for our Sins, and we receiving the 
Atonement +. His Blood fhed for putting away, 
taking away, cleapjing, wa/bing, purifying, pur- 
ging, remitting of Sins J. And with refpeft to 
xht Value of his precious Blood, and our Cap- 
tivity under Sin and Satan, by purcbajing, ranfom- 
ing, and redeeming us ||. And the happy Effefts, 

* Heb. ii. 9. 1 John iii. 16. Rom. W. 25. 1 Cor. r*. %. 
Jfaiabm. 4, 5, 6. Heb. ix. 29. 1 Pet. ii. 24. 

f Rom. iii. 25. v. 11. 1 Job* x\. 2. iv. 10. Rom. 
viH. 13. Heb. ix 26. Epb.v. 2. _ . 

% Heb.'ix. 26. 1 7«fefiii. j. i. 17. Rev. i. 5* Jit. 
ii. 14. Heb. i. 3. Mat. xxvi. 28. 

|| A&s xx. 28. 1 Tim. ii. 6. Mat. xx.' 28. 1 Cor. vi. 20. 
1 Pit. v. 9. Rev. v. 9. 

upon 
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CHAP, upon the tafy Conditions pf frith* Repentance* 

• XI. aod Amendment, arc rcprefentcd by being /wm 

t^V^ dottd 9 reconciled^ having tour P«r* ^ owfr 

Grtf, juftifitd* Jantlified % and receiving the Prami/i 

of eternal Inheritance* by the Redemption of the 

&iy s as well as the Soul *. 

This (eems to be the trae Key of Ck vi 
of St. Jtfiw, concerning eating his Flefh and 
drinking his Blood, or rfi^/flg and imbibing hit 
Heavenly Dodrines. For, as all his particufcir 
Doctrines as M^iator may be furom'd up in, and 
receive their Force from his Offering his Body and 
Blood unto Death upon therCrafi, to digeft and 
imbibe that, by a continual Remembrance of 
what gave Life to the World, by eating and 
drinking the commemorative Bread and Wine, 
is the fame thing as to digeft and imbibe all his 
other Dodrines to the Health and Nutriment of 
the Soul. That way of eating and drinking 
Wifdom, Eclufxtiv. ai. is truly and indeed to 
the Soul, eating and drinking that Wifdom from 
above, which actually defcendedfrom Heaven. 

I t was neceflary to take Human Nature upon 
Him, that he might tafte Death for every Man 
in the fame Nature that finned. Such a Body 
was therefore prepared for him, that be v>ha 
fan£iifieth and they who are fanftified may be one 
in Nature ; and as the Children were Partakers of 
Flefli.and Blood, fo was He ; that he might de- 
ftroy him who had the Power of Death, u e. the 

* Efh. L 7, it. 32. Rom. v. 2. OL i. 20, 21. 
tCor.v. 18. 1 Pet. HI 18, Jtfjxui. 30. Rm. ill 14, 
v. 9, iCor.vi. 11. 2 Cor. v. 21. B&.x. 10. 2 tt*f* 
H. 13. iPet.i. 2. 1 Cor. i. 30. Heb.xx. 15. itav. 
viii. 23. 

Devil: 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DEISM Delineated; 337 

Devil: And fo vanquilhing him in the fame Na- CHAP, 
turc that he had before vanqui&'d, might re- ^. 
gain the Life of the Body and Soul to etern^^Y^* 
Life. 

T it b Devil was a Murtherer from the Begin- 
ning, and the Captain of that Sin that brought 
Death into the World. For reducing of him, 
and all his Hoft of Devices, and to make an 
Antidote of that Death which the other defign'd 
for eternal Poifon, our Jefus became Captain of 
Life and Salvation, and beat and confounded 
him at his own Play. He thought, by intro- 
ducing Death, he had fweetly glutted his own 
Malice in the irreparable Deftruftion of the Hu- 
man Race 5 but by the very Means of Death our 
Mediator deftroved his Dcfign •, and raifed Life, 
Life eternal, or greater Advantage and higher 
Degree, dutofit, for the Good of Man, and the 
Glory of God's Mercy, Righteoufnefs, and 
Wifdom. For it was the Glory of God to con- 
quer the Devil, as well as Man, in every Step 
of that Difpenfation, by Wifdom and Righ- 
teoufnefs, more than with Power, which nothing 
can refift. He led Captivity captive, by trium- 
phing over Death, and conquer'd the chief Lea- 
der of all Pride, by the Humiliation of himfelf 
to Man: Whilft the Goodnefs and Mercy of God 
to Man, in leading Him to Repentance by that 
Method, was all the Conqueft he aim'd at over 
Man, for relinquilhing the ufurp'd Dominion of 
Sin and the Devil*. 

* Si tmm Hum nm «wci£et inimenm Homims ; toon juflt nnt* 
fm iffh immats. Rur/us atiUm mfi Deus donaffet /a&tm, mk 

Jto 9 non fotmfet farticefs fan incorruptibilitas, ten. Lib. III. 
cap. 20. 

Vot. I. Z It 
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CHAR 

XI. It wa&notpcjfible, nor fie, i. e. morally poffi- 

^•OT^blcin the Nature of Things, that the Blood of 
tfulls or of Goats, nor yet of Angels, (had they 
any) fhould take away the Sins of Man - 9 becaufe 
neither of them had a Nature confeious of his 
Sin, nor capable of being guilty of it, and there* 
fore incapable of fuffenng the Pains of Death 
for it, or of vindicating the Juftice of God in 
inflicting that PuniQiment upon the tranigrefling 
Nature of Man ; or of being an Example and 
Warning to him againft the Preemption of 
breaking the Divine Laws. Was God an arbi- 
trary Being, it was very poffible for the Blood 
of Bulls, SiV. to takeaway Sins; but as he con- 
du&s himfelf by the true Conftitution and Rea- 
fon of Things it was impoflible it fliould. Nor 
could any other Nature furnifh the High Prieft 
of our Profeffion with the proper feeling of our 
Infirmities, and intended Sympathy with our 
Sufferings, to enable Him to become a comfaj/to- 
nate High Prieft for us. 

Nor was it neceflary for him to be undefiled* 
harmlefs, feparate from Sinners, in order to die 
as a Marty \ for what Martyr was ever free 
from the Guilt of fome perfonal Sins? But to 
die as a Mediator ^ or fuffer as a Subftitute in 
the Sinner's ftead, he muft of Neceflity have no 
Sins of his own to atone for, becaufe that 
would effectually bar the Sufficiency of his 
Atonement for the Sins of others, ac the fatno 
time. And becaufe perfectly innocent and free 
from all Sin of his own \ no Power, no, not of 
his Father, could with any Juftice take away his 
Life. 

~ » BtTT 
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:CHAP. 

But having a previous inherent Right and **•. 
Power over hi9 own Life, to lay it down, and s "* r V > ^ 
take it again; fee voluntarily made a free Will 
Offering of it » at the fame time God the Father 
was at liberty to accept, or refufe the Oblation, 
however generous it was. The vtndi&ive Juftice 
of the Law inlifted upon the Punilhmentof the 
Sinner in propria Perfona. But then as the End 
of his Law and Government was the Obedience 
of hisSubje&s, and the Probation-end ofPunilh- 
ment was the fecuring that Obedience, and the 
fecuring that was the eftablifhing the Law anjd 
Government in its full Strengh, and aflerting the 
Honour and Dignity of the Lcgiflator to the 
higheft regard of Submiffion ; if the PunUhment 
might be transferred uppn oqz, willing to undergo 
it, lb as no Injuftice be done to a third Perfon, in 
the Thoughts of Mercy to redeem the Sinner 
from Death » and if the Perfon fo ready • to fu~ 
ftain it, and (land between us and Deftr#ftiop, 
is alfo of that fuper-emineftt Dignity, as tb^t 
His Suffering would prove an cffc£tazl Ttvpyc 
to all reafonable Men, ,again$ ^ppe%P9ft *JM$f 
Tranfgreflions any more, and foj recovering 
their bounden Duty and Obedience to the 
Law; What fhotjld hinder,' God, who in the 
midft of Judgment thinkcth upon Mercy, 
from accepting a Method of pardoning and 
faving Sinners, fo glorious to his innate Mercy, 
and to his efiintial Love of the World? Ami 
as He was pleafed to accept it, when he wap 
in no refpeft of Law or Juftice obliged to do fa, 
that rendered his forgiving Sin, in that manj^r, . 
an A& of Mercy* Grace* free Grace* and rich. 
And to that very Grace of God is the PermifliQA 
and Acceptance of the Death of the Mediator 
. * Z 2 imputed, 
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CHAP, imputed, Heb. xi. 9. that He, by the Grace of 
K **- God, might tafte Death for every Man. So John 

^ r V^iij. x6. 1 John iv. 9. For the original Pramfe 
in Paradife was of Grace, and therefore every 
"thing that follow'd after in that whole Difpen fa- 
tten pioft be of Grace likewife, exclufive of Debt 
in the Senfe of Merit on Man's Part, in every 
Article. 

Whatever the Sacrifice is, how valuable 
or coftly foever, dill it is the Accept ance of God, 
the offended Party, that muft admit of that Ex- 
change, or allow it to be vicarious, or receive it 
irr Exemption of, and in Propitiation for the 
guiky Sinner j that he may enjoy the faving Be- 
nefit and Efficacy thereof, by being prefonally 
released from having his Trefpaffes and* its Wa^es 
imputed to him, or having his Sins and Iniquities 
remember'd any more. The Suffering of the in- 
nocent, though in the fame Nature, can no other- 
wife become an Etpiation for the Soul that fin- 
-neth \ becaufe the Suffering of another not being 
^thc Suffering of the Perfon that finned 5 the Ob- 
ligation of the Law, which crafts, and marks 
but the PtinHhment of the Sinner in Perfon, had 
: becn difregarded; unlets the Legiflator, who 
had the Power of dlfpcnfing with his own 
Laws, fo as beft to procure Obedience, and 
Secure the Ends of their Inftitution, had been 
pleafed to wave- his ownRfeht,;and relaac his 
own Law, and, by themtetporal of his Grace and 
Mercy, nimit the Suffering, and oct&t of the Pu« 
tulhment of one, in J tea of the ottier; of the 
more worthy, witting Mediator Cbrift Jefits, in- 
ftead of criminal, guilty Man j the Juft for die 
Unjuft. 

So 
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CHA?. 
So that though the Pardon of Man^Sim is **-, 

HTued through Cbrift* and granted for the Sake* V# ^X^ 
and Confideration of his Sufferings, it is never-* 
thelels, with refpeft to Man, a free, gratuitous 
Pardon, and a fpecial, undeferved, unobliga- 
ted A& of Grace i and the Sinner is as much ob- 
liged to Mercy, as if there was no'Chrift : but by 
taking that Method, and fending his Son, hi* 
Love and his Mercy are fo much the more en- 
hans'd to Man. It appears by right Rcafon in the 
Book of Job* who was a Deift * that though God 
is in himfelf of a placable, .and propitious Difpo- 
fition, yet, when he is difpleafed, He infift$ 
upon one to intervene between himfelf and the 
Offender, with Sacrifice* whom He thinks pro- 
per to accept* before He will become affually re- 
conciled with the Offender. My Anger (faid 
he to Elipbaz) is kindled againft.tbee* and thy 
two Friends* becaufe ye have not fpoken of me the 
Things that are right* as my Servant Job, There- 
fore take unto . you now /even Bullocks* and feven 
Rams* and rirtomy Servant Job, and offer up for 
yourfelves a Burnt-Offering* and my Servant Job 
Jball pray for you* for bim will I accept, his Face 
or Perfin* as in the Margin ; left I deal with you. 
after your Folly* ch. xlii. 7, 8. He was fo ap* 
peafable and good as to appoint the Means to -his. 
Favour, but would not however be actually ap- 
pcas'd, tiUthe Sacrifice was firfl: offerM by Him* 
whom He appointed* and becaufe appointed, 
therefore only to be accepted. - They might have 
thought from the Apprehenfions they had of his 
natural Goodnefi, that Repentance had been, 
fuflficientto pacify Him. But we lee how. vain 
are fuch Thoughts, and how contrary to ,<?odV 
Thoughts, ' . \ V 

!# z 3 yi** 
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CHAP. 

.JPL, Irthe Mediator is confider'd as the Surety of 
^*^the Covenant, as He is ftiled, and God the Fa- 
ther as a Legi/lator, all Difficulties vanifh. Sup- 
pofe at the Creation of qiir World, He, who is 
called the Lambflain from the Foundation of */, in 
g ving fuch a Talent to the new Creature Man, 
as Liberty and Freedom of Will, by the abufing 
of which in breaking the Law, God might be 
difhonoured, (as He liad been before \?y the fallen 
Angels) fhould engage with God, as out Surety: 
iC That all we his Creatures fhould not apoftatize 
" from his Government % n He that made thera 
under God, and endowed them with that religious 
Faculty would undertake for that. 

; Now in Virtue of that Promife and Under- 
taking as our Surety, (which either then com- 
menced, or we know not when it did) it was 
fight and dutiful in the Mediator to fulfil his En- 
gagement-, and, well knowing the Punifhmcnt of 
che Law to Difobedience, having freely bound 
himfMfas our Sbrity, it was a juftDebt of Obe- 
dience in Him to his Father to come into the 
World, at the propereft Time, to perform his 
Engagement, and perform it as cheerfully as he 
Undertook it, without any Kelu&ance but what 
is natural and becoming Flefh and Blood at the 
Profpedt of Death. And that Obedience unto 
E>eath being due to the Father in Juftice of 
his Son's Engagement^ and in Confideration of hi? 
Undertaking as our Sponfor or Surety, it was right 
in the Father, and, as this Son was innocent, He 
Could have no other Right tp oblige him, to afh 
foipt that it fhould be fo, and ordain it as his 
WUl to be obeyed by Him, in difpenfing hfj 
iqve and Salvation to the World. It was juft in 

- ; ' ' • ■■••■ God 
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God the Father after that, but not before that, C ** AP - 
to require fo much of the Mediator, and Jtriffly ^^j 
exasf and demand, as he did, the Performance ^^ 
from Him* 

And thus the requiring Will of the Father 
in fitting upon fo much to be done, and our 
Lord's ready Compliance therewith, (as it is every 
where reprefented in the Scripture) being the 
Confequence, not the Caufe of the fPiilfogfieJs and 
heroick Goodnefs of his Son, our Saviour in his 
ante-mundane State firft engaging, and* after un- 
dergoing fo bitter and fhameful a Death for us ; 
and this being made an A6k of Gounfel, it ma^ 
very well be faid, he was delivered by the deter* 
min'd Counfel of God \ all the little Objections 
of God's glutting his Revenge, Cruelty ice. 
upon his innocent Son, • fo often and fo falfty 
imputed by our Author, and others of his way 
of thinking, to this Difpenfacion of God in Chrift 
reconciling the World to himfelf, entirely vanifh, 
and difappear. 

For the Law knows neither Cruelty nor Re- 
venge. If the Punifliment of Sin is Death, and 
fo juftly due to it as to be called its Wages , had 
we fuffer*d the Punifliment in Perfon, it had nei- 
ther been Cruelty nor Revenge "in God ; how- 
then (hould it take that Denomination, when 
tranflated upon another, with his own Confent, 
2nd in Favour to Him relaxed to a lefs Degree, 
and forafliorter time? That Punifliment may 
be tranflated by a human Legiflator from a guil- 
ty Perfon to an innocent, where the guilty Per- 
fon is belov'd by ihe innocent, is clear from the 
applauded Inftance of Zaleucus King of the Lorn, 
whQ) when he had made a Law that both the 
Z 4 Eyes 
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CH A P. Eyes of an Adulterer (hould be put out, and 

^J^.h^Son being c^tch'd in Adultery, rather than 

^^"^the Law (hould be wholly broken, commanded 

one Eye of his Son, *nd another of his own, to 

be put out And for that Fa& VaL Maximus 

comments him both as a juft Judge, and a 

merciful Father. 

If any Injuflic: thia way, upon ogr Saviour, 
jn requiring his Life as a Ranfom and Sacrifice 
for us v it would be the fame Iryuftice in God to 
fend him into the World to lay down his Life a$ 
a Te/limpHy to the Truth of that Doftrine, that 
God is reconcilable to Sinners j fince He knew 
taking away his Life would be the Coofequence 
of publi(hing that Truth, or of (hewing himfelf 
fo unlike the reft of the World, as to beftrfiffly 
righteous. Plato himfelf acknowledges the Cor<i 
- ruption of the World to bo fo prodigious " that 
" if a Mmperfiflly r'tgbt&us (hould come upoq 
4< Earth, he would find fo much Oppofition, 
" that we would be imprifon'd, reviled, fcourg- 
" ed, and in fine, crucified by fuch, who, tho* 
" they-were extremely wicked, would yet pafs 
44 for righteous Men, 11 

Willingness and Confent to forefecu 
Sufferings take off all Imputation of Injury or 
Hardfhip towards the vicarious Sufferer* Inin-» 
ferior Judicatures, it is true, if an innocent Per- 
fon {hould offer himfelf to Death, before a Judge 
of the Law, in room of one guilty and defer* 
ving of it, and had received Sentence according* 
ly, he could not be accepted for two Reafons, 
i. Becaufe the Perfon offering had no Property 
in his own Life, and therefore guilty of tendering 
wh^c was not his owii. 2. EJegaufe the Judge 

has 
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has do Power over an innocent; Periods Life to CH AR. 
take it away, many re(pe&, unlefs he had for- XL 
feiced it to the Law by bis Guilt. Was the Judge iV-r V*^ 
to admit of the Exchange, he himfelf would be- 
come a Criminal, in condemning the innocent 
and acquitting the guilty i in fuch a Subordinate 
Judge it would be no lefsthan mifplacing Punift*- 
ment, and perverting the due Court of Jufticc, 
contrary to hisTruft, and the Rule of the Law> 
which was to guide .his Proceeding? aefcher bm 
he it In his Power ever after to make a pergonal 
Amends to the Sufferer for accepting bis Offer. 

. But now, if we reflect upon God is a L* 
gijlaior, and the Mediator between Him and Mao, 
as having Life in himfelj r , a Power to lay it down, 
and take it up at his Liberty, no Imagination of 
Iojuftice can be afcribed to God, nor ill Ufage 
to the Mediator as proceeding from Him.« So 
far from that, that the Willingnefs of the Son to 
lay down his Life, and take it again in the Caufe 
of Man's Salvation, was one of the particular 
Grounds and Reafoos of the Father** loving him, 
fobn *. 17, 18. The Legiflator in that Cafe 
can't be injur'd, nor yetdefpifed bhisMetcy 
of accepting the Exchahge ; beqaufe in UtiUx>f the 
JLife of the Offender, /which he gives, he receives 
that of the Offerer* and that 19uft.be an Equiva- 
lent to the juftice of his Lattt requiring Death, 
and, equally anfaers the: ^nda of Goyernmenc; 
the Support of- his Aitfhprity. Aqd the Offerer*} 
who Can foon take- up the Life he laid down; 
can't be injured, becauft for the Life which hA 
Jays down, he receives, f«om the Legiflator tte 
fsife of the Offender, .Mffbich i isi dearer .to ,ium: 
Put if inflifted Eunifhment in the Death of the 
tylecjiacor h^djiQt fekeij pfyce, ' the L^Tvv threat- 
#.\ ping 
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CHAP, ning Death to the Sinner, and the Relation be* 
*w-/ twccn Governor and Governed muft both have 
^"V^becn fo far injured, as to die, and be diflblv'd. 

When fuch a one therefore prefents himfeJf, 
who has a real Property in his own Life, and 
whofe Offer is fo valuable before Him, who is 
fupreme over the Law ; it is as much his Right 
to relax and difpenfe with his own Laws, as it 
was at firft to make them % He is accountable to 
none : Nor has He any Rule to go by in guid- 
ing his Proceedings with Men, but what (hail 
mod engage their Love and Efteera, their Fear 
and Awe of his Authority over them ; and beft 
promote their real Good and Happinefs, which 
is his own Glory* If any Expedient therefore 
offers from a third Perfon that efiedually anfwers 
thefe Ends, his Mercy and Goodnefc would never 
hefitate to clofe with it, as the beft Courfe that 
could be taken with frail, peccant Man, for the 
better Ohfervance of his Laws for the future. 

That Paflage therefore in the Cbarafferif* 
ticks *, quite miftakes the Character wherein God 
judges and determines: 4< Whoever thinks there 
44 is a God, and pretends formally to believe 
44 that he is juft and good, muft; fuppofe that 
4< there is independently fuch a thing as JufiU* 
44 and ltquJHcty Truth and Faljhood, Right and 
44 Wrong; according to which he pronounces 
44 God is juft, righteous* and true. If the mere 
44 Will, Decree or Law of God, is faid abfo- 
44 lutely to conftitute Right and Wrong, then 
44 are thefe latter Words of no Signification at 
4C all For thus if each Part of a Contradifttofl 

• Civraatriftub, Vol* IL page 50. 
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*• Was affirmed for Truth by the Supreme Power, CHAP. 
€c that would confequently become true. Thus *j^ 
€< if one Perfon was decreed to fuffer for an- ^V^ 
** other's Fault, the Sentence would be jujl and 
" equitable. 

In ajifwer to this Reflexion upon Chriftianity. 
We are not to eftimate the Goodnefe or Jufticc 
of Qod, by the Mcafures of the Goodnefs and Ju- 
ftice of a fubordinatc Judge in his Proceedings: 
For then neither Chrift could have fuffered tho* 
he had offered himfelf, nor could the Offender' 
any way efcape the Puniftiment of the Law. But 
He is tp be confider'd as a Legiflator^ who does 
not vary, but is ftill con ft ant and true to the 
Defign of Punifhmcnt, and the End of his Law, 
which is to have it obferved. If it can be done 
one way, and not another, upon a Change of 
Circumftances, and a Perfon offers himfelf freely 
to Punifhment whofe Suffering anfwers the De- 
fign of Punifhment 5 in that Cafe, the Sentence 
will be both righteous and true, becaufe true to 
the righteous Intention of the Law ; though it is 
notproperly a Sentence on the Part of God, but 
a Permiffiop in Him, that the third Perfon 
fhouid fuffer according to his own Offer. And 
if the Intention of Punifhment, and of the Law, 
can be better obferv'd and fulfilled one way than 
another, then the Sentence is not only righteous 
and true, but wife and merciful moreover. So 
that there is no Notion of Rkbt or Wrong in- 
verted, as if an inferior Judge bad aftcd.- And 
God himfelf eftimates, and meafures out to us 
his own Jufticc, by this Difpenfation : That be 
might bejuft) and the Juftifier cfbim that klievetb 
in Jefus m % and in many Places calls 'this Method 
* Rem. iii. s6, 

by 
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CHAP, by the Name of bis awn Rigbtcoufnefa as if he 
ik ?^*. gloried in accepting dcfe&ive Rigbteoufncfs upoo 
'^^Y^ Earth, in that manner, and that manner only. 

I f the transferring of Punifhment from the 
guilty Principal, to the innocent Subftitute, might 
ptorvq the Reformation of the guilty, and the 
preferring the Principal alive (to whom the per* 
Jbqal Execution 9f the Punilhment muft be utter 
Ruination) tfie Subftitute at the fame time fuffer- 
ing no Injury, it would be fo far from mifplacing 
of Punilhmcnt, or perverting the due Courfe of 
Juftice, that it would be the greateft Improve* 
jnent to both of them, that either of them could 
poffibly receive. An Improvement that God 
could have added to neither of them, before Man 
had finoed^or before the Mediator had offered 
his Service in behalf of Man. 

And, if admitting Him voluntarily offering 
Himfelf to Death for redeeming Man from the 
Curfe of the Law, the Sentence of it, would in- 
gratiate and engraft into Man the Love of God's 
Name, wjth t Refqiutions of obeying him better* 
and enhanfe the Fear of offending any more > 
Man would ^e. the Gainer, and God would be 
rejoiqed ^t : it$ ajnd the Mediator would be no 
Lofer ; £nd fo the Divine Government, which 
had been diforder'd by the Perverfeftefs of Man,, 
would go qp in, its due Cowrie. 

Th e Mediator was fe far from being a Later 
by what Ije fa loviqgly fuffcr'd for us Men, that) 
God was as wilUJQg zft he was able, to let him 
find that very human Nature of his, wherein he 
did fuch; (hameful hitter, Penance for the Sins of. 
Men, (which (hou^ vacate and fet afide all other 

Pepanccs, 
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Penances, Satisfa&ions, Mafies, and Merits for CHAP* 
Sin) recompcnced and exalted to his own Right .ffjl^ 
Hand 5 and made Lord and King, ,not only s " r V*"' 
over all the Worlds of Angels* Principalities* 
Powers ; and over Death, the laft Enemy that 
(hall be fubdued : And the Homage of all thefe 
is due unto Him, as a Reward of his itaparal- 
leTd Humiliation to the Death of the Crofi. 
And confidering who he was in our Nature, it 
muft be confefs'd his Humanity earnt it all, by 
what he fuflerM. 

The DIGNITY of the Perfon fuffering 
fuch Things for us, is a very awful, and affect- 
ing Confideration, and concerns us to improve 
in ir, as a prime Fundamental of our Holy Re- 
ligion; Thus the Scriptures would raife and exalt 
our religious Contemplations of his Sufferings, 
by the fublime Value of the Divine Nature per- 
fonally united to the Human. The Lord of Glory 
is f aid to be crucified * ; and He who was in the 
Form of God, humbled bimf elf and became obedient 
unto the Death of the Crdfs +, and the Church to be 
fur chafed with the Blood of God%. Though he 
fuffer'd what he did in his Human Nature, yet 
that being perfonallv united to the Divine, and 
He being God as well as Man, the Value is rated, 
and the Denomination taken from the principal 
Nature in the Union. 

Thus of the two different Natures, Soul 
and Body of Man, what is properly done by 
one, is familiarly afcribed to the other, as touclh - 
ing> eating H, &c. to the Soul, lb trie* verfa. O 

f tCr.ii.8. f fbtl iii. 6, 8. % Affsvx. zS. 
| Lev.v. a, vii. i8. 

thou 
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CHAP, thou that beared Prayer, unto thee (hall all FUjb 
X *L, come *, fcfa Or if a Plebean is adopted to be aa 

!***** Emperor, any Suffering or Indignity done to him 
afterwards, is enhanfed from his emperial Eleva- 
tion. The People eftimated the Life of David 
worth more than ten Thouland of themfelves f. 
Thus " the Civil Law determines that a Tree 
44 tranfplanted from one Soil to another, and 
*' taking Root there, belongs to the Owner of 
" that Ground ; in regard that receiving Nourilh- 
<c ment from a new Earth, it becomes as it were 
44 another Tree, though there be the fame in- 
. " dividual Root, the fame Body, and the fame 
" Soul of Vegetation as before. Plantata & 
44 confita utjolo cedant eft juris conftituti, cujus ratio 
44 eft quod ifta folo alantur. Grot, dejur. Bel. &? 
44 Pacis % Lib. II. cap. 8. Thus the Human 
44 Nature, taken from the common Mafs of 
" Mankind, and tranfplanted by perfonal Uni- 
44 on into the Divine, is to be reckon'd as en- 
44 tirely belonging to the Divine, and the Aftions 
44 proceeding from it are not merely Human, 
44 but are raifed above their natural Worth, and 
44 become meritorious." 

I t is very unfafe and unbecoming the Obli- 
gations of Chriftians to deprefs the Dignity ot 
the Mediator, or fubtraft from his Divine Na- 
ture, as Son of God, the next Perfon to the Fa* 
ther. Becaufe the depreffing of that, deprefles 
i. The Perfection of the Mediator, which was 
(hewn before to confift in the perfonal Union of 
the Divine and Human Nature. 2. The Cer- 
tainty of our Reconciliation. 3. The Wifdom 
of God in accepting fuch a Perfon to fuffering, 

• PJklm bcf. a. f * Sim. xviii. $ % 

if 
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if a Ids would have fufficU 4. The Love of CHAP. 
God and Chrift towards us, Sind our reciprocal *2?^i 
bounden Love cowards them, 5- The Humility v ^v s *» 
of our Lord in his Condefcenfion. 6. The. 
Heinoufnefs and Demerit of Sin. 7. God's ha- 
tred againft it. 8. Our Fear of his Difpleafure 
in committing it. 6. The Vindication of his 
Authority, Honour, and Dignity, and the firm* 
*r Eftablilhment of the Divine Law and Govern* 
ment. 10. The Mediators Interccffion for us 
ir. His Capacity of being King, Lardy Judge 
over us. 12. Our Honour and Worfhip of Him. 
This Perfuafion gives a Confidence more than - 
Human to our Faith, and a x*$wi* ftedfaft and 
immoveable to the Rcafon of the Hope that is in 
us, when interrogated for an Anfwer concerning 
it: And that well becoming Afiurance may be 
added which the Apoftle ufes in the Hope of fu- 
ture Glory bufovrrteow to#>fyt*v5i, 2 Cor. v. 6, 8. 
that tins great Truth of this great Means mull needs 
be effeftual with our own confiding Endeavours 
to make us free from the Guilt, and from the 
Dominion of Sin. Ail thefe practical Points are 
interested in this Perfuafion ; and operate upon 
Chriftians more, or lefi, in working put their 
Salvation, as they come up to, or recede from 
the Belief of his Divine Nature, as well as hi* 
I^uman \ Son of God, as well as Son of Mao. 

A s it was the WiU and Pleafure of God the 
Father to redeem us by that Method of lending 
his only begotten Son into the World, that who- 
ever believeth in him might have everlafting Life : 
So from that very Consideration and Coafcflion 
of his Son's ftupendous Condefcenfion from tb$ 
Form of God % to a Form and Fafhion of a Man, 
a Servant of no Reputation, dying upon the 

Crtfs 
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CHAP. Crofs for our Rcdcrpption, and thereupon exalted 
M \, to be Lord over all> to the Glory of God tbeFatber 9 

^Y^ |s our Obligation inferr'd * of working out our 
own Salvation with Fear and trembling % upon this 
exciting Ground and Motive, becaufe it is God 
who works in us> co-operates in that Work of our 
Salvation by Means of the aforefaid Faith in us, 
and by the Aids of his Spirit, without whom nont 
can fay that Jefusis the Lordf. 

Th is profound Wifdom of God in thus dif- 
penling Salvation to the World through the Death 
of his Son, fo much fuperior to, and unfcrutable 
by the Wifdom of Man before it was revealed, 
is mod flluftrious, adorable, and convincing to 
his Reafon, now it is revealed to his Benefit. 
The Treafures ©f this Wilclom were unfearchable 
to the Angels^ who, fince its Revelation to the 
Churches, go to School upon Earth, to look into 
and adore : And what they can't learn there, 
they, though not diredtly interefted in it, make 
up in Heaven, in Songs and Hallelujahn, Wor- 
thy is the Lamb that was Jlain to receive BleJJings % 
Honour % &c. Man is not only (aved by it, bat 
all Points of the Divine Honour, andjuftice, 
Law and Government are faved by it too ; and 
. . Aot only (aved, but advanced and ingratiated into 
41 the Powers and Obligations of Man's Obedi- 
ence,, much deeper and lurcr than if God had, or 
would pardon all Sin without the Confiderarioot 
Of the Mediator's, fuffering the Ponifhmefit, in 
Expiation for the Sinner. 

Tr« following are therefore bafe Refiiedions, 
and perverfe Mifreprefentarions of the Anchor of 

f , Cbrift* 
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Cbri/i. as old, fcfr. as " of a King, who, though CHAP. 
" he freely pardon'd his repeating Rebels, yet ^J^^j 
4C fhouid cwfe his mod loyal, and only Son to be ^^Tr 
iC put to Death to (hew his Hatred to Rebellion, 
cc to vindicate the Honour of thofeLaws, which 
" forbid putting an innocent Perfon to Death:" 
The Death of the Son was not after he had par- 
doned the Rebels, but an awful Inducement to 
the Pardon*, nor did he caufe his Death, but 
permitted it. Nor was it any Injury to him 
freely offering himfelf to Death, having Power 
over his own Life. " That Sins freely pardon'd 
" wanted an Expiation ; that all was mere 
cc Mercy and pure Forgivenefc after a full Equi- 
valent paid, " have been fully anfwered before 
without any Mention of Equivalent. What fol- 
lows is fo.grofs a Mifreprefentation, I forbear 
to repeat it. 

Fo R r if the Intention of the Divine Law is the 
Spirit and Reafon of the Law, as it is of all Law ; 
God confulting that Intention in this Method 
carry'd it on with wonderful Glory, Sagacity, 
and Retfitude, by this Method. The Intention 
both of the Law, and of Punifliment being to 
procure Obedience, fuch as we are capable of in 
our degenerate Condition, God in the firft Pro- 
pofal of forgiving pail Sins in the Mediator, and 
accepting him as a Subftitute, fuffering the Pa- 
ntfhment due to the Sinner; as Matter of his 
own Favours, took Care to accept it under pro- 
per Reftrifiions, and the well known Limitations 
of Faiths Repentance^ and Amendment : The 
firft has Refpelt to the Mediator •, the other 
two to the Laws of God, and our Ability of 
obeying. 

Vol. I. A a So 
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chap. 

Xt So that Faith without Repentance and Amend* 
^V^ merit enfuing, is of no Signification to the Pardon 
of Sins pad, becaufe Chriftian Faith always means 
Fidelity to Chriftian Works, though it is the Grace 
of the new Covenant or Gofpel to admit Repen- 
tance' and fincere Obedience, which are in every 
Man's Power, inftead of Innocence and unfin- 
ning Obedience ; yet the Foundation of that Co- 
venant ftandeth fure, he that nameth the Name of 
.Chrift, let him depart from all Iniquity, by Re- 
pentance and fincere Obedience. Nor are Repen- 
tance and Amendment without Faith, (where 
the Gofpel is prcach'd) that Righteoufnefs which 
will juftify in the Sight of God, or entitle thofe, 
who rcfolutely depend thereon, to any Pardon of 
their Sins, in Dcrifion of that Wifdom, and Dif- 
dain of that Belief whereon Pardon and eternal 
Life are proclaim'd and promis'd. Neither of 
them without the other is available to Salvation: 
And where all three do not go together in a Chri- 
ftian State, they are all as good as abfent. Thus 
the primary Intention of our Redemption is our 
Reformation, to redeem us from all Iniquity, and 
to fave us from our Sins, not in our Sins. Had 
the forgiving Mercy of God in Chrift defended 
to lower Conditions than Repentance and future 
Obedience, the moft obftinate in Rebellion had 
been upon an equal Foot of Favour with thofe 
that fubmit to his Laws, which would put an End 
to the Divine Government, and reverfe the very 
Defign of creating and redeeming Man. He 
therefore delivers none from the Guilt and Punilh- 
ment of Sin, but thofe who accept to be deli- 
vered, and concur in their Endeavours to free 
themfelvea from the Dominion of it. 

There 
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CHA* 
Tniks cannot pdffiWyke a greater Denion- s J^l, 
firatioo given to the World of God^s Hatred and v,-r V > ^ 
Indignation agatnft Sin, or of the Greataefs of 
its Guik; fince it is as legible in the Punifcmenc 
of his Son, or rather more fo thah if the Offender 
himfelf had fuffer'd. That, rather than Prefump- 
tuous Iniquity ihould g^tmpunifh'd, he hated it 
more than he loved the ofdy begotten Son of his 
fOwnBofbm. Nay, .not ofaly ftfffkr'd him .to be 
expofed tQ the Pains, and -Ignominy of a' tempo- 
ral Death, but, what feems more dreadful, and 
Jefsfupportable, to tafte, /oriihort Time, fomfe 
of the Horrors and Vengeance of eternal Death 
^ue unto Sinners ; in the BeretiBion of bxtn in 
his Agony in. the Garden, when all the infernal 
Powers of Darknefs feem to be let loofe upon 
Iris righteous. Spirit^ andhfekftitoJbearthejrfhole 
Weight of God's J^ifpleafarc; the fedling of 
which; bdides.Teare <and ftrohgOies, . produced . 
a preternatural Sweat iof great: Drops of Blood. 
That and that Only feems to beihe Hwrhc)ptrafid 
•the Father t6 (kve Him .from, hoc thefdtoundf 
Deaths for he was fortify *d and prepar'd fcrttu$. 

I f therefore the Vengeance (of one Hour of the 
Powers of Darknefs wasfo inftpportable to fiim, 
as to require an Angel from Heaven to comfort 
him ; how can the Sinner think of being able to 
bear to all Eternity the inexpreffible Horrors and 
Torments of the Damn'd ? Or, thinking thereon, 
forbear to fear and tremble into an immediate Re- 
pentance? It muft be the greateft Madnefiand 
Lofs of Reafon to imagine, that God will ever 
fpare him In his avow'd Enmity, when he fpared 
not his own Son, who had never offended agadnft 
him. < 

A a 2 Hence 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



356 D EI S M DelinbatedC 

CHAP. 

*£l, H fi n c b appears the Weaknefs and Imperti- 

s * i *y*^ nence of that Opinion, that one Drop of our Sa- 
viour's Blood was of Value fufficient to fave the 
.whole: World. If one Drop would have fufficed, 
what Occafion for the Effbfion of the reft? But 
here lies the Miftpke y the Redemption depended 
not upon fome Sufferings, or the injurious Loft 
of fome Blood, but upon the Death of the Me* 
idiacor, and the Blodd<of> the new Covenant is an 
equivalent Expreffion tbthat. It being confbnant 
to Reafon that the Expiation of Punifhrpent (hould 
be agreeable to! the Punifhment, if the Wages 
/of Sin is Death, i. e. Separation of Soul and Body, 
•no • fcfs can fuffice in the Mediator in order to a 
proper, full Expiation for the guilty Sinner. 

i . y ♦ 

But now, if God puffing by this wifeMe- 

*thod of faving Sinners had executed the Punifh- 

. 'merit upon Offenders in their utter Deftru&ion, 

.bow could he have difolay'd before Men, the 

AverGon of his Hblinels, and the perfeft Ab- 
.horrebce he bears to Sin? It 'could not have ap- 
.pearM to Men to do them any Good, for that 

was too late ; it might have appeared to Angels, 
;but that was to. no Purpofe, it could be no Ex* 

ample to them : They fide fo much already with 

God in the Hatred of Sin, and its ruinous Con- 
sequences, that the Conversion of a Sinner is a 

Feftival to them. . 

If then the Execution of Perfonal Punifliment 
imull have been the Deftruftion of the human 
Race ; and if a Pardon proclaimed from the na- 
tural Goodneis of God without any Vindication 
:on iris Part, would amount to an Aft/of Indem- 
nity, or general Indulgence, for breaking his 
- - Laws, 
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Laws, or an univcrfal JjQb>Uee~far Joy, thapMf/i C HA P. ; 
might kb £0 * there is no Medium, bat in % •j^: y 2£w / 
d&tor. And that makes all Things meet : It ^^Y^ 
makes Peace in Heaven -by reconciling, all the 
Divine Attributes; brings Peace to the Con- 
fcience on Earth, by making Peace between Hea-* 
ven and Earth. It gives.Gfldan honoprable.Qp-. 
portunity of difplaying his Mercy and Goodnefs 
unto Men; well becoming hjpjferff, andcanfi-; 
ftent with what he is, a Governor oyer us ; . more 
this Way than could be v .dooeju>y other. Way.: 
any other. Way, we muft either, ceafe to be^ or 
he npiftx^afe lobe our Governor, as he^.Bej 
taufe thcSafety of his Honour was tabe cot^fulfed, 
as well .as the Safety and r §alvatfpn of Men., Re* 

?entan'cc and- Amendment is all that is imMan*'$ 
ower; but that is no VinciipatiQn of the Honour 
of the Juftirt that required Punijhment, .nor of 
the Honour of the Wifdpm and Mercy that ^par^cj 
us. Therefore the Mediator confulted dioie 
Honour* in the firft Place* by doing wjia^ he 
did, hfcjfupply'ji what we pould not dq> irr ^j; 
he, might the more oblige ys. to do what we can* 
Ic is not* what,'*' private Pierfon may do in ^par- 
doning an Offender againft hiipfelf; but what 
becomes a Gowrnor to do, with refpeft to his 
Subjects* 

Still it may be thought, if God had pub- 
lifh'd a general Amnefty in Compaffion to the 
Sins of Men without any Regard to a Mediator, 
or his atoning Sacrifice for Sin; fuch a Revela- 
tion as this, the Dei/is would receive with all their 
Hearts; there would be no 30,000 various 
Readings in it *, though they know in their 

? Page z6o, 294. 

A a 3 fiwn 
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I CHAP, own Corifciencis that ft* Wrkine trf the like An- 

I .J^L^, tiqtiity cdu W efcajte with tofe, or U& maoeikl ones, 

• • W : *ta t have theft Aothors todo with various 
Rea4 J ng s ? Unlefeftis ftifcrdy ttThfclpthem to a 
Cavil. They pr»feft nothing worth reading but 
the Wtf/ Part ; wirhrefpeft to wWcb, their old 
Friend Spinoza him&ff acquis the Bible from any 
literal Deficiency in the leaft. ttauert* affirm* e 
foffitffn^ me nullam aHimadveritffb fntndsm r nee Le* 
ffidmnp vdrietOMto circa moralia- <baMke*td> qtun 
obfcura out dubta-*Mder* ptcfi. TiaSt.- TheoL 
Pdit. cap. 9. Nor ihould we h«fr any thing of 
their other affe&ed Obje&ionfc They would 
have Written in Defence of it, to full Perfuafioa 
that it Vcame the G6odrtefs of <36d tomokcySai 
a Revelation to the World. But then cfaey fhould 
fiave taken Care to have anfwerM a few Obje* 
flions which arife upon that Suppoftdon. ;• . - 

; '• XT How would they by this M&htkhbe able 
tft'lhew or afcertaiii God*s Hatred of Sin, in the 
• * Behaviour of Man ; of that Sin Which is ^Trant 
grpfiten of their beloved Gofpel the La* of Na- 
ture? A Kind of Hatred, perhaps, thty. don't 
ImUfcH care to hear of, though it is as • demonftra- 
ble by the Light of Reafon as that Light is con- 
trary to Darknefs, and Sweet to Bitter ; as ne- 
ceflary to hie believed by all th6fe who would pay 
an unfeign'd Refpeftand Obedience to-that Law; 
*and as juft and indifpefifable in God*s Infpeaion 
over Mens A6lions, as it is to regard himfelf, to 
be what he is, pure, and holy ; and their iniquitous 
Proceedings, as What they really are : not all alike 
odious in Degree, bur as they differ, and exceed 
in Circumftances of Affront to God, Harm to So- 
ciety, and Difhonour to Human Nature. 

This 
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CHAP. 
This Hatred (not unexpiable) of Sin is aa.?^- 
confiftent with his Love of the Sinner, as in a v "* r V s - / 
Parent is blended the fure Love of his Child with 
the perfect Hatred of his ruinous Courfes. And 
every wilful Sinner, before he is harden'd, has 
this Teftimony within himfelf of the Divine 
Diflike of his Ways, becaufe they are againft the 
Approbation of his own Mind, much more 
againft God's* the Frame and Defign of hi* 
own Nature remonftrate againft them, much 
more the Author and Father of his Nature. 

The Turpitude is great enough without any 
Occafion for the quarrelfom* Doorine of the In* 
finityoi $in« In a philosophical Senfe* there h 
certainly gfe^t Impropriety in fuch an Idea: For 
then .{41 Sins "would be equal And if every. Sin. 
is thcreforeinfinite becaufe it is a Tranfgreffionof 
a Law of God who is infinite, then every. Virtus 
in Obedience to his Laws would be infinite like- 
wife. But as we read of the great zndleaji Com- 
mandments, (which fuppofes others of a. middle 
Nature) we may be fure there are Degrees^nd 
Inequalities in Virtue, andiqbnfequentlyty ^he 
Rule of Contraries, in Sin, and therefore not in- 
finite. If jt is meant in a rhetpricql or a^egaU 
Senfe, tfyat the wilful Sins of particular Perfons* 
or the Sins of the whole World, are fo enormoufly 
odious to, and devious from the original Pattern, 
the Holinefs of God, as nothing lefs could fuJffice* 
in Wifdom, to expiate their Guilt ; or repair the 
violated Honour; the Sin of Man being a Breach 
of the Relation we ft and in to the Attribute, of 
Holinefs, of the Divine Legiflator ; or nothing lefs 
vindicate the Authority of his Laws, and che]ufl> 
neis of his PuniQiments, than the Death of. his < 
A a 4 Son \ 
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CHAP. Sod * it is a very true Senfe, and therefore very re~ 
X^Jigious. So that it is the Jujiice of God's Psemfih 

S,/ ^V^ punt in making the Wages of Sin to be Death, that 
thereby receives Propitiation, Atonement, expia- 
tory Sacrifice, Ranfom, or, as it is commonly 
called, Satisfaction for the Punifhment remitted to 
believing penitent Sinners. Though it was the fame 
Thing to the Care and Wifdom of the Legislator, 
whether that penal Debt was paid by the Debtor, 
or by his Surety, provided the End and Defign 
of his Laws was arifwer'd ; yet it not being the 
fame Thing to us ; bat as different as Salvation is 
to Detraction, it was an Ad of Mercy to us to 
accept of the Surety, in Lieu of the Debtor j at 
the fame Time the Demands of Juftice, which 
might have obje&ed to that Method, were con- 
ditionally cancelled againft us by the Surety. It 
is a very improper Expreffion to talk(asfome do) 
of our Saviour's accepting the Office of being 
Mediator ; becaufe it is the Creditor who accepts 
of the Surety \ and he, to whom the Sacrifice is 
offer'd, not the Offerer, who accepts it, 

Th? lefs Difpleafure Men apprehend id God 
agaTnft their Deviations from his Laws, the more 
their corrupt Inclination unavoidably inq-eafes to 
the Repetition of them; and the eafier and 
cheaper the Terms whereon (hey fancy he will be 
reconciled, the lefs Neceflity is there for parting 
with their darling Irregularities j t}ie more En- 
couragement they will certainly tak6 to continue 
in them, with' Greedinefs, and without any dif- 
quieting Concern about the Difpieafure of fo good 
natnr'd a Being. This is a polite gcntpel Sort of 
Religion after their own Hearr, offering little 
Interruption to Vice, or Difturbance to Lufts, 
which they porfuade themfclves not to be di£ 

pleafingj 
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pleafingto God for that Reafon, bccaufe be re*CIf A& 
ceives no Injury from them ; fuch a Schema they **\j 
think worthy to come from him ; and in a wrong ^^V^ 
Meaning, can, with our Author*, quote Job and 
Efirasi for that, If tboufinnejl, what doeft thou 
againft him ? Or if t by Tranfgr^ions are multiply' d y 
what doeft thou unto him ? What is Man that thou 
fhouldejl take Difpleafure at him ? Or what is a cor* 
ruptible Generation, that tbou Jh&uldefi be fo bitter 
towards it ? " k 

But their Brothetf Deifts, the ancient and mo- 
&em Heathens, from the Light of Nature, had 
quite different Notions of the Deity ; being in 
their religious Applications univerfally imprefs'd 
with a Senfe of his Difpleafure againft Sib, and a 
Fear of his Juftice in punilhing for it, though 
it wrought no Repentance •, and of their own 
Unworthinefs to approach, and Incapacity to 
atbriehim without Sacrifices, and Mediators many. 
They wander'd accordingly with great Anxiety 
of Mind in Shadows and Darknefe, wifhing for 
Iriftru&ion and Revelation from Heaven. Whilft 
tile Chriftian Deifts (if I may call them fo who 
live in a Chriftian Country) enjoy the Light and 
the Subftance of the one true Mediator, and his 
tonly Sacrifice for Sin •, but coifte not to the Light; 
bedaufe their Deeds are Evil; they love thofe 
Deeds, and therefore they hate a Religion which 
gives fueh evident Marks and Demonstrations of 
God^Hittred of Sift, ; '" '\. : . 

2. How does any pofttive PunUhment of Sin 
appear in their Scheme ?. Where ibttt 4s ? ho Pu- 
fiilhment annex'd, the Law of Virtue and good 

Morals 
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C^iAP. Morals is no more than an Intreaty, and Letter 
*^L,of Reoueft to the Subjects, (as was (hewn before) 
^^and if it is not pofitively threaten^ to beinflifte^^ 
there appears no pofitive Concern in the. Gover- 
nor, whether his Laws are obey'd, or not. Pu- 
nifliment is the Language and Rcafon that autho- 
ritatively convinces thofe Pafiions of incogitent 
Sinners, which govern them more than their Un- 
derftanding, and make them the Slaves they are 
to their Sins. And the Sufferance of eternal Ven- 
geance is ordained as an effedual counterbalance 
to the Violence of their fenfual .Paflions and Ap- 
petites, to arreft their wrong Choice, and fa it 
to rights. ( 

Whoever thinks at all » can never be always 
fo ftupid, as to chufe that dreadful Confequenc* 
every Time he chufes his Sin *, and when he finds 
himfelf unable tofeparate that Confequence from 
his Sin, it will force him to the Thoughts of di- 
vorcing hicnfelf from it, a>nd reforming bjs Lifif. 
But if there is *o other Punifhment, nor ill Con* 
fequences.in* wicked Lifa as theDciftsgiveout, 
than the natural P\xri\(hmcr)t and CQnfequenccsatr 
tendant upon Sin ; and they being known before* 
band whtf they are, either in themfeives, o? 
Others, they are, ready to chufe fucb a tolerable 
future Evil for the Sake of prefent beloved Sins. 
And thus a Door isfec open, w far as their pious 
Endeavours cancoop-ibute, toover-runthe World 
with all Wickednefs, and ftock Hell with mi* 
ferable Sinners pad Redemption. 

, 3. Ho w does v appear fparp their Scheme, 
that God has any Regard to that which is to be 
taken Care of in the firft Place, his own Autho- 
rity over us as a Governor, and his Right to our 

Obedience \ 
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Obedience; or to the afcertaining hisSubje&s CHAP. 
what his Laws are,/ which they arc to obferve? **• 
For if according tQ their Gofpel of Nature, as ^V^- 
tbfiy love to call it, God could freely and abfo 
lutely pardon all the Sins of the World, without, 
any Refped to the Interpofition of a Mediator* 
or any Propitiation* or Sacrifice, or condign 
l?unifhment, to make Satisfa&ion to thejuftice. 
and facred Honour of the Divine, L,aws, or pre- 
fprve, or recover Mens Reverence of the Autho- 
rity of the heavenly Governor; Upon this Sup* 
B&tion, what awful Ideas have we left of thq 
ivine Juftice, Holinefs, or Authority, to in-, 
tinvdate any one Offender, fo much as for one 
Day, to.abftain from any Iniquity he : is inclined 
tp, or forbear infuking his Maker daily to his 
Face ? Seeing it is no Provocation to him, as is 
very plain, from his proftitutiog his Pardons at 
that rate. 



I f nothing had been done in Confideratipn of 
$ie Pardon of Sin, for deterring us from it, Sia 
would have bqea as nothing to us, the Pardon 
and the Pardoner equally defpifed. Whilft the 
Method he has uken to forgive, wa? taken in or- 
der to rouze i#> tl#£^fon of th? Sinner, though 
tied and bound with the Chain of his Sins* into 
an Admiration a,s well as Conviction of the Piti* 
fulnefs of his great Mercy in readinefs to releafc 
and loofc him in that Way, if he will but confent 
to part with hi$ Sins and his Chains, If he puniflics 
for Sin, it is evident, it mud be after tKis, from 
^n arbitrary Will, and Power, which thefe Geij* 
tjemen exclude out of their Notion of Gqdi U 
can't be any more out of Principles of Juftice, 
or Regard to his own Honour -, for they are all 
farted in the Eye* of his Subje^s,. by the Dei/tir 
-.' • cal 
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CH AP.raJScheme. And thus God mtift tamely refign 
-J^Jiis Authority to his Creature Man, and leave him 

'^V^^o be a Law to hi mfelf. So prophanely ridiculous 
afe the Confequences flowing from their Prin- 
ciples. 

: An nas God is of little Ufe in' their Scheme^ 
their Law of Nature is equally infignificant : "Be- 
ing unwritten, unconnefted, arid uhtolfe&cid m 
a full Body, with all its Particulars ; fcattfcrtHg 
the Etbicks, or Offices of this Man, and in the 
Fragments of another, atid- incapable of being 
recommended by competent Authority by any one 
mere Man, as all Men are equal, it is like the 
Light within, in their own' keeping, to beva- 
ry'd, difpens'd with, and interpreted to their own 
Occafions-,- Arbitrary as they aire in their own 
refpeftive Determinations^ and'uncontrouled'by 
any. And as they are Matters of themfdves, 
accountable to none, who is Lord over them ? 
It is a great Convenience to their free Way of 
thinking, and living, to have an inward Religion,' 
which they can fo eafily accommodate to if; 
And this, perhaps, b a fecret Reafon of no final! 
Influence, why they afe lb; very much againft 
reveal'd Religion? becaufe that is written* and 
particularly explicit in the Particulars of Morality 
and Obedience, and therefore not fo complaiiant 
and tradable to their Purpofe. 

■' Now, if* the Gofpel of Chrift exhibits the 
Law of Nature in its full Extent, and in the 
trueft Perfe&ion of its Meaning and Obligation, 
and enforces it by the feme Divin* Authority that 
made it ; as the End and Scope it has to fulfil 9 by 
the Afliftance of Divine Means, Mbtives, Aids, 
Helps Inftrumqpts tlyt were wanting, and pur* 

pofely 
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pftfety reveal'd to compleat the Obfervance of it CHAP, 
.in all our Behaviour •, and if it fets forth the Ju- M- 
ftice, the Honour, and the Authority of God in^^V*^ 
all becoming Influences, as they are related to 
our Thoughts, Words, and A&ions; if it af~ 
fares us of the certain tremendous Punifliment of 
unfepented Sin 5 and demonftrates the Divine 
Hatred of it in the higheft Degree imaginable ; 
and all in the Example of Chrift fuffering in our 
Stead; and if the Purpofe of Punifliment, and 
all the Ends of the Divine Law are better ob- 
tained, than if we had fuffer'd ourfelves, pr been 
abfolved from our Sins without his doing any 
thing for us : Then, there appearing fp many 
furprizing Demonftrations of the Divine Wif- 
dojn and Counfel in this Abyfs of it ; it mull be 
own'd a Religion worthy to proceed from God, 
and perfe&ly becoming him to eftablifh in the 
World. And confequently that the Rcveffe of 
this,- the Religion of the Drift* amongft us, muft 
be Weaknefs and Folly; a Contradi&ion to the 
Attributes and Perfections of the Divine Na- 
ture; an unreafonable Endeavour to fubvert the 
• Meafures of the Divine (Economy, that : are fo 
» full of the beft Reafons and Perfections of the 
b^ft Government ; as well as of the higheft Com- 
fort and Confolation unto Man* And, perhaps, 
m in the Opinion and Ufe of moft of them, their 
.pretended Religion, in fcrious Earneft, is no 
, other ttan an hypocritical Skreen for a refolv'd 
Attachment to the World, and their own Lufts* 

♦U.ut more efpeciaJly, if the Love, Mer- 
cy, and Goodnefs of God -appear likewife with 
•nvore Luftre* and tomo^e worthy Effeds in this 
,.Difpcofation of epebof them, through the Death 
i pf {he.MedfetRjr,. than in tbw<. pctfi«Bptuous, 
s . : 1 arbitrary 
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CHAP, arbitrary Diftributions of the lame; then, thfe 
**• rational Beauty, Harmony, Fitnefs, and Sub- 

***&*** time of all that th& Mediator did, or God requi- 
red for the Redemption of Sinners, will (hine wkh 
-the moft engaging Evidence, to the captivating 
fche Will and Affections * and all the inward 
Powers of embracing fo incomparable a Salva- 
tion * land to the kindling at the Altar of fo much 
Lotfe and Mercy conferr'd upon us, that religious 
Love of God and our Saviour in our Hearts 
and Souls, as (hall effe&ually, and above all 
the other Principles of human Nature, conftrain 
us to cleave ftedfaftly to their Service unto the 
End of our Lives. 

B y the Principles ingrafted in our Nature, as 
there is no Enforcement of Reafon but by Rea-. 
fon, fo nothing can induce rational Love but 
what is rationally amiable; more cfpecially that 
worthy Goadnfefs and Loving-Kindnefc which 
loves us moft, and is moft beneficent unto us. 
jfec ratio fine bonitate ratio eft, nee bomtasftne ra- 
fume bonitas, fays one of the Ancients *, which is 
equivalent to, the Ways of the Lord are Mercy and 
Truth*, Righieoufnefs and Peace have kiffed each 
ether. God ufes the fame Method, but in a 
higher Degree, of reconciling us, at Enmity with 
himfelf, m. by overcoming our Evil with his Good> 
as he would have us make ufe of towards our per- 
fonal*Enemi&. Would we (as Who would not?) 
rather be led than driven? What is it but die 
Goodnefs of God ri iftwrfo 6cou that leadeth us 
to Repentance. Power fpeaks Terror rather 
than Encouragement to the poor Sinner \ mere 
Authority never gains the Heart. We may 
yield a forced Obedience, but never a willing nor 
a laftingone* till the Opinion 0f Goodnefi* and 

tht 
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the Scnfeof fuperadded Kindnefs wins die Heart CHAR, 
and gains fo far upon it as to give greater Con- *J» 
cern and Compun&ion for having abufed fuch a^^^ 1 ^ 
Perfon's Love, more than becaufe we fear his 
Power ; and we (hall forgive ourfclves for a&ing 
any Bafenels againft fuch a Benefactor •, with 
more difficulty than He will forgive us, 

W h a t are all the holy and great Perfe&ions 
of the Deity, if we are never the better for them ? 
His Wifdom would over-reach us in every thing, 
and be as much dreaded as his Power and Juftice, 
if his Benignity and Goodnefs did not qualify, 
endear, and difpenfe them all unto us. It is that* 
and that only, gives them a friendly Afpedt, 
and attracts our cordial Love and Efteem. 

Love, by its Nature, is a mutual Thing; 
and therefore on our Part muft be founded upon 
the confeious Effects and Receipt of Love, and 
-Hopes of its Continuance. We can never be 
brought to love God, till we firft believe that 
He firft loved, and ftill loves us ; and the more 
Exceedingly we believe of that, the more ardent 
and predominant w jjj be r h c Returns of our Love, 
-and : the Attachment of our Gratitude. And 
when that radical Pa (fion, that Mafter-Biafs of 
our Conftitution has got the Afcendant, and 
-oenters, according to its native Inftin&, upon its 
true Objedt, its beft Friend, and fupreme Good, 
every Thing falls under its Command; and into 
due Subordination : And that Duty .which was 
begun in Fear, the Fear of a Servant towards his 
Mailer, ripens into the Love of a Son towards 
a Father, rifes into perfect Freedom and Pleafure, 
and grows up in us a Principle of Religion, uni- 
form, and Lifting. Herein is the Love of God 

ferfetted 1 
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$H A>¥> perfeffed - 9 that leading Principle, and great 
.X?- Fundamental of Religion, takes the right Hand 

^■^'V^ of Fear, and keeps it, as long as we continue in 
Obedience. And being conftrain'd by fuch 
fuperabounding Goodnels of God, and Love of 
Chrift, we Ihould love him as our Eyes love 
Light, our Bodies Health, and our Souk Happi- 
nefs, i. e. with all the Hearty with all the Soul, 
with all the Mind. 

A n d if the Contemplation of the Beauty and 
Benefits of God's Mercies, has, in the Nature of 
Things, a controuling Power to call forth and 
educate that fruitful Principle of Duty, Love, 
and Gratitude: Of all his manifold Goodnefs 
- and Favours, none is to compare to that of our 
Redemption ; for that improves them all feveralfy, 
and perpetuates them everlaftingly unto us. 

That Chrift Jefus came into the World to 
fave Sinners, is worthy of all Acceptation -» an 
Argument adjufted to the Capacity of all Under- 
ftandings; as well of thofe that do, as thofe who 
do not comprehend the manifold Wildom of that 
(Economy. That he died for us whilft we were 
yet Enemies ; not our Merits, but our Mifery, 
not our Deferts, but our Diftrefs, prevailing 
aipon him, is Love more than Human; and 
carries with it fuch a conquering Attractive, as to 
foften and melt the mod obdurate Heart into an 
Impreffion of Gratitude ; it confirains> it leads the 
rejoicing Will captive, with vifible and with 

honourable Chains. To lay down his Life for 

Enemies ! Natural Religion can produce no In- 
ftance of Beneficence like this ; no Ear ever heard, 
no Eye ever faw, nor had it, nor would it ever 
have entered into the Heart of Man to conceive 

fuch 
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fuchLove as this, if it had apt dually prefeji&d CH t ap. 
itfelf to the Eyes, and Ears, .and Hearts of Men : v *£l, 
Natural Religion has no Goodnefs, no Mercy, ,V*7^ 
v no Condefcenfion of God tp Man to compare t9 
this. Why then do the Dei/is ditninifh th^ . ' 
Glory of God's Prudence, and tarnifli the bright- 
eft Charms of fcis-Goodncflfebiy envying Men 
thefe ineftimabk Effefts pr it; cruelly en* 
deavouring to deprive the World of the moft 
generous Motive, mpft endear'd Reafon, ami 
paoft pathetick Argument for loving God ? And 
does not this infinite Argument for loving God, 
give an infinite Preference to CJiriftianity above 
Deifm ? But if that Method fails to mollify and 
difpofe them to be reconciled to God, they are 
like to have their fooli(h appetite, and perverted 
Covetoufnefs of his Wrath, molt juftly fatiated 
with the treafures of its everlafting Paips an^ 
Penalties. 

I t is every way fuperior to the primaeval Fa* 
vour of firft bringing us into Being. Tq {>ivq, 
the Sentiments and Relifh of Life, andpf ihft. 
Author of Life, to a Being, that before was de~ 
ftitute of them, is indeed a Monu/nent of Power 
and Wifdom. But when, by Folly, the En- 
joyments of that Being were impair'd as to this : 
Life, and worfe than loft as to theaext Stage of 
its Exiftence ; to rcftore to that forfeited Capa- 
city of Happincfi, is greater iKihdnefs andGpod- 1 
will, than to beftow what we were not confejous,- 
nor expedtant of before. And if Well-being. 
or Happinefs is. greater to anxious, miferable 
Being; thai* Being is to not being, (as it is better. 
not to be born y than to be ever miferable) the 
Mercy and Goodnefs that effetfU that, is . the. 
mod endearing and obliging that can be receiv'd,- 

Vc*, I - Bb or 
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CHAP. orconceivM. It is a Kind of new Creation of 

XL us, and we are accordingly affirmed to be created 

V *^V % ^ again in Cbrift Jefus to good IVorks^ thofe good 

Works, wherein the Happinefs of oqr Being 

depends for its Qualification. 

If it became th^kodnefs of God to do that 
merciful Kindnefs to Men, which was fo neceffary 
and confequential to his firft Favour to their 
Naturp; it moft certainly becomes his Good- 
fiefe to reveal that his Mercy to as many as He 
would have exprefly fenfible of the Obligation. 
And this makes a Revelation, having all the re- 
quifitc Proofs (as all the genuine Works of God 
carry their own Proofs along with them) for 
convincing the Reafon, that it comes from God, 
in Oppofuion to all the Counterfeits of Men 5 
as fure and certain, as is the Exiftence of God. 
And his Goodnefs being as certain as his Exift- 
ence ; they have that moreover to depend upon 
for the Truth of the Revelation, that He would 
not impofe upon their Reafon. It being as great a 
Contradiction to Reafon, and the Nature of God, 
That he (hould not be able to reveal and commu- 
nicate his Help to his own Creatures, in their 
greateft Diftrefs \ That he (hould be a Lyar when 
he evidently has done fo -, or can deceive, or be 
deceived, as that he docs not exift. 

The bleffed Intention of which Revelation 
is to guide us to tjie Perfection of our Nature, 
and to the Fruition of all Bleflednefe, by Argu- 
ments drawn, (and fuch a Draught, were all 
Men of a confidering, ingenuous Difpofttion, 
would be fufficient to perfuadej f rom Confidera- 
tions of the fuperlarive Grace, and prodigious 
Love of God and Chrift, in the Work of our 

Redemption i 
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Redemption ; The exceeding Riches 0/ bis GraeeC H A P- ' 
made known in bis Kindnefs towards us through J ejus x ^ 
Cbrijl *. Such Goodnefs of. God was intended to v,>r V Xw/ 
lead us to Repentance 7. Sr. Peter referring to* 
this Place, account (fays he) that the Longfufferir.g 
of our Lord is Salvation^ . even as our beloved Bro- 
ther Paul alfo according to tbeWifdom given unto him 
hath written unto you J. What one calls Repen- 
tance, the other ftiles Salvation; becaufe the for- 
mer is the indifpenfible Way to the latter : And the 
greateft Argument in the World to begin and 
finifh it, is that thankful Reafoning upon God's 
mod tender and affectionate Goodnefs in offering 
Salvation ; and his Long-fuffering waiting for 
our Acceptance of it, the only Friend that ftands 
between Sin and its Wages, the Sinner and De- 
ftru&ion. 

The engaging Power, the mighty Sweetnefi, ' 
and obliging Strength of that gracious Argu- 
ment, is, in a manner, irrefiftible upon all who 
will beftow the lead Attention upon it ; and it is 
the molt inhuman Difingenuity to abufe an Argu- 
ment drawn from fuch Goodnefs, or refill the 
kind Convi&ions of it. Becaufe the whole Pro* 
jed of fuch rich Goodnefs and immenfe Mercy in 
the Method of Salvation, was only to gain the 

Sweater Authority to his I-aws, to ingratiate hinv 
elf into Mens Attention, and Affections, that 
they might not fo much as find it in their Hearts 
to break them \ but, for greater Surenefs of 
Compliance, confent to be drawn, and (hewn the 
Way to the true End of Man, by the voluntary 
Cords of Man, the foft Cords of Love, and the 
ftrong Bindings of Gratitude. His Goodnefs and 

• tyi.ii. 7. - \ K*m. a. 4. : % zpfb.ui. \$+ 
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CHAP. Mercy being full as great an Ad verfary (though 
***> of a different Sort) to Sin and Perverfenefe, as is 

^y^his Juftice; this enforces a relufiant Dread, that 
inftills an ingenuous Fear of offending a Benefa- 
dor, fo trapfcendingly generous, that we may 
be the moreaddided to keep his Testimonies, 
and obferve his Laws. 

Well knowing the Principles he embued 
Man with, he fee ms to place the Chief of his 
Power and Sovereignty over us in Adsof Good- 
nefs and Loving-Kindnefles ; he prefers to capti- 
vate the Powers of our Obedience by that Force ; 
tnd in the Strength, and in the Strivings of fiich 
Arguments, defires to triumph over us, only that 
we might reign with him in Glory. The Pro- 
phet requires tefear God and bis Goodnefs * ; and 
the Pfalmift draws the fame natural and ingenu- 
ous Conclufion : There is Mercy or Forgtvenefs 
with thee y that thou might eft be feared f ; and from 
his gracious Readinefe to forgive, infers, therefore 
Jball every one pray unto thee in a Time when thou 
may'ft be found t Whoever tramples upon the 
Goodnefs of God, tramples upon God himfelf % 
and he that flights the Prefent, flights the Donor. 

I ft giving his Son to die for us, how (hall he 
not with him freely give us all Things? In giving 
the Fountain and Foundation of his Mercies, the 
Streams follow of Courfe. God and Chrift have 
laid fuch infinite Obligations upon us, that we 
muft be falfe to all that is gratefbl, juft, or ra- 
tional in Human Nature, as many as think of no 
Returns. Who can difallow the Equity, or not 
dread the apoftolical Condemnation *, */ any Man 

• &/. iii, 5. f P/ahn tipdeir. 4. % ^%?»L *. 

kves 

• • • j 
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loves nottbe Lord Jtfus Cbrtft % let bimbt Axatbtm* CHAP. 
Maranatba * j he is curfod among Men, he is V- J^L / 
abandon'd from the Principles of human Nature. ****** 

And very juftly does our Lord declare, be 
that lovetb Father or Mother ', Son or Daughter more 
than him, is not worthy of trimf: For had they 
4//been willing to befacrificed for die Sin of the 
Soul, it would have fignify'd juft nothing. 
Greater Love than this hath no Man, to lay. down 
his Life for bis Friend -, but herein, above all 
Men, hath Ghrift niagnify'd his Love; that, 
while we were yet Enemies, he dy'd for us. From 
being Slaves to Sin and Satan, he ranfem'd and 
adopted us to the Freedom , and to the Acceptableneji 
of being Sons.oi God, and joint Heirs with him- 
felf of the purchafed Inheritance: He made hinv 
felf low and poor, a Curfe and a Reproach, that 
he might exalt us to heavenly Treafure, and blefs 
us with Glory. He gets us Pardon for our Sin, 
and in the Way he got it, wins more upon the 
Sinner, and gains his Heart, than to be forgiven, 
as often as wet offended, upon mere faying we re- 
pented^ All the Invitations to returning Sinneus 
m the new Te0ament arc grounded upon this Bd- 
lief of Cbrift for the Rcmiffion of Sins; and in 
the old Teflament upon the Hopes in him* 

I f the Mercy of God always confults and ad- 
vifes with his Wifdom and Juftice, to imagine 
(as fame do) that Chrift, in .offering up his Sacri- 
fice to God, addrefs'd it only to his Mercy, by 
Way of Prayer and Supplication to forgive, thie 
Sins of Men, and not to the Vindication of hk 
Honour and Juftice, istomakeaDiftin&ionwith- 

* I Or. xvi. 22, t Mat* *• 37* 
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CHAP, oat a Reafon. For then his Prayer vand Suppli- 
Xl - cation for the Pardon of the Sins of the World 

v ^v^ might have Sufficed without the Sacrifice of him- 
fclh But we find that ftrong Crtes and Tears, 
and the moft vehement Supplication could not 
avail for himfelf, much lefs for the World. Be- 
tides, the Time of praying the Father in Behalf 
of the Sins of Men, waa to fucceed after that, 
and be offered up in Virtue of the Sacrifice he bad 
made. Juftice for promoting Obedience by co- 
ercing Difobedience, is fuo.jun^ as neceflary 
.to. the idea of a Governor; as PuhUhment is to 
.Laws ; and Laws to Government % or the Idea 
of being governed by God is ta Mankind. There- 
fore Goodnefs armM with Juftice, like a Load* 
ftone armed with Irpft, vaftly incrcafes its attra- 
cting Power, 

T h i s is fuch a captivating Argument for the 
Love of God, as natural Religion is a Stranger 
to ; and consequently a Stranger to- the higheft 
.Reafon, the nobleft, the frceft, and moft obe- 
dient Principle of Religion, For fo-much as is 
.denied to, or diminifh'd from the. Goodnefs of 
God in this Difpenfation, fo much is denied of, 
oruaken from the Reafon and Ground of loving 
God. For which Reafon there is fo little men- 
tion of the Love of God among the Heathen 
Morakjis. Some of them (the Platonifts) had a 
.Notion of the abfolute Goodnefs of God, as the 
•chief Good, the original Beauty and Harmony: 
'But as to his Relative Goodnefe, and the practical 
influences of that, though the Deity was con- 
tinually pouring his natural Benefits upon Men, 
they were in a manner filent, and the Heathen 
World unthankful. 

They 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DEISM Pplinba/tbd* 375 

CHAP- 
T H e V bafely robb'd Him of that endearing ^J^ 
Obligation of Duty, and by doing fo, endea-^^'^ 
vour'd to put out his Name from under Heaven \ 
by difregarding that Beneficence whereby he 
would make himfelf known unto all Men, and 
tie all down to a natural Obedience to Him. 
And is not the fuperkbounding "Mercy and Goocf- 
nefs of God in the Redemption of the World, 
more attracting of Love, more influencing of 
Gratitude, and more perfuafive of Obedience, 
than the Deifis Participation of common Goodnefs 
over all Creatures, without Diftin&ion of the 
Good from the Bad, or thofe who were better 
than the wofft, among Men ? Were they true to 
their Endeavours of 1 adhering, in practice, to the 
Law of Nature, they would gladly embrace the 
beft^ Means, and the moft cogent Principle* for 
putting t Chriftiamtj in praftice ; ( but, as they 
contemptuoufiy flight this, it gives a well-ground- , 
edjealoufy, that they really, and at the Bottom-, 
flight and difregard that Religion of Nature, 
which they pretend to reverence, and extol". 

Is it notbefl: for the World, is it not happj 
for them in particular to receive fuch a Religion* 
as removes that natural Anxiety and Enmity of 
Mind, which arifes out of a Senfe of Guile, bf 
a Propitiation of God's own providing, without 
any Coft to them? Or arc they angry, becaufc 
He makes the firft Overture for Peace and Recon- 
ciliation, in the Method of the Chriftian Salva- 
tion ? Or for propofing to become their endear- 
ed Father, and have no Enmity againft them, 
but on account of their Sins; which Sins, he 
would willingly aMb transfer upon his Son, if they 
would be willing to fubmit to Him ; and be led 
B b 4 with 
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chap, with alacrity by that Goodnefc to Repentance ; 
^^^andfo recover themfelves from Bondage; and 
^^*^fo be invefted with all the Trcafures of Happinefc 
their Nature is capable of? 

I f they undertake Repentance, in earned, as 
they pretend to fay they do, they rouft under- 
take the Belief of chat which gives allured Effi- 
cacy to it, L e. Remiflion of Sins \ otherwife 
they are guilty of the reproaching Abfurdity of 
emitting that, without which the other Under- 
taking would figpify nothing. But it is impoffi- 
j>le for their own Reafoning upon the Goodncfe 
of God, to make them as certaioof that, as if 
He had cxprefly made a Proclamation of fuch 
an Ajft of Grace, efpecially when there is a well 
proved Revelation on foot, which a&ually de- 
clares k upon the high Privilege of a Covenant, 
, 4nd upon eafy Conditions, that are the Freedom 
/Mid Pcrfe&ion of their Nature. The Freedom 
fit tfoSons of God is perfed Freedom; and 
that is brought to all the Faculties of the Chil- 
dren of Men, when their Underftanding obeys 
{he Ffciith, and becomes Difciple to the Dodrine 
oCChrift, their Will obeys in chufing his Way 
^p Life * and their Affections are ready to love 

i If am unknown Friend fbould leave them a 
yaft Eftate, at his Death, upon Condition of 
changing their Name, and preferving a folemn 
Remembrance of him, and undertaking to live 
.fcberly, righteoufly, and godly, in this prefent 
•World; would they rejeft the Offer, or think 
themfelves unworthy of it, purely becaufe the 
Conditions arc fo eafy and fo entirely reafonablc? 
Qr, fhould any of them be enflaved by wild 
i Barbarians, 
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Barbarians, and a Perfon generoufly offers to CHAP, 
ranfom them, would they refufe, merely becaufe **' 
they did not fend for him? Or, if by rebellious ^^ 
Pra&ices they had fallen under the heavy Dif- 
pleafure of their Prince, would they be difguff- 
ed at Him, becaufe he propofed to accept of his 
©wn Son, who offered Himfelf a Mediator wich 
his Father for them, to procure their Peace, and 
introduce them again to his Prefence, and to 
wonted Favour? 

They fay, they are altogether for a Reli- 
gion, where every thing is govern'd, ordered, 
and regulated for (he beft % wherein God does not 
aft according to mere Will or Fancy, but con- 
fines himfelf to the beft. Or, according to the 
polite Words of a noble Author, 4C To believe 
" that every thing .is govern'd, ordered, orre- 
c< gulated for the bejt, by a defigning Principle, 
" or Mind, necefiarily good and permanent, is 
4< to be a perfeft Theijt:' " Upon the whole (de- 
" fcribing Tbeifm> p. 71.) he has a firm Belief of 
" a God, whom he does not merely call good, , 
<€ but of whom in reality he believes nothing be- 
cf fide real Good." " To believe the governing 
'■ Mind, or Minds not abfolutely or necefiarily 
" Good, nor confined to what is belt, but ca- 
" pable of afting according to mere Will or Fan- 
** cy % is to be a Damonifi *". He afterwards de- 
fcribes u Tbeifm as it ftands in Oppofition to D#- 
<c monifnty and denotes Goodnefs in the* fuperior 
" Deity f." Which plainly infinuates, that 
Chr iftianity , as it differs from Tiheiffn^ does nor de- 
note Goodnefs in the Deity, and therefore is Dae- 
monifm, and to be a Chriftian the fame thing as 

* Cbara8. Vol. 1L pag. it f tt, fcag; 1 J. Notes. 

a Daemonift \ 
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CHAP, a Daemonift ■, the Author of 'Cbriftianity as old, &c. 
^JJR^, quotes this t Paffage with Triumph. 

I n Anfwer to which ; does it not evidently 
appear that God has aftually govern'd, order*d f 
and regulated every thing for the bejl, and defign- 
edly confined Himfelf to what is fo, and atted 
nothing from mere Ftfllov Fancy, in our Redem- 
ption by Cbriji Jefus ? Has he not conduced 
every Step of that Affair from the firft to the 
laft, in every Particular, in all the Incidents, 
in every Circumftance, by the profoundeft Wif- 
dom ;, by an exaft Adjuftment to, by the tru- 
ed Confutation of both the Nature of God, and 
the Nature of Man ; in accepting the Surety of 
the Mediator ; in appointing Him to come into 
the World ; in the admirable Union of his Di- 
vine and* Human Nature ; and in the faithful Ex- 
ecution of all his beneficial Offices ? Here is as 
much Beauty and Harmony to be found in the 
Reftoration and Government of the moral World, 
if the noble Author had beftow'd a little Confidc- 
ration on it, as he found in the Conduft of the 
natural World, to make him turn a fober Belie- 
ver, which is better than an Entbufiajl in the Con- 
templation*. The Confideration would have 
kindled his Love, and he would have been 
honoured with the Love and Effefts of that Wif- 

.dom and Goodnefs that was concern'd therein. 
Cicero acknowledge fuch a Force in the very 

.Words wn-p ronpift, that he knew not well how 
to render it. 

And not only of Divine Wifdom, but is 
there not moreover an undeniable Profufion 

% Chorea* Vol. II, p. 1 57. • See His Rbotfodj* 

upon 
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upon Men, of Diving Condefcenfion, Love, CHAP.' 
Mercy, . Goodnefs, in the greateft Variety of^**-. 
endearing Kindoefies, and obliging Benefits ? Is it Vl-r V^- 
from the mere fVtll and Fancy of God, or is it 
not the glorious Effeft and Confequence of His 
rational* permanent Goodnefs, that He has con- 
Julted the Good, znda&cdfortbebeft in fuch nu- 
jswrous Benefits and Privileges that accompany 
fo great a Salvation i If God in his Mercy will 
give his Son unto Death, to fave the World, will 
they be the Pcrfons who throw back his Gift (a 
greater than which He could not bellow) in his 
Face? By doing which. they muft neceflarily pe- 
ri(h, and keep no Meafures with Him, though 
all his Meafures for their Salvation are altogether 
for their Good ? If the Beneficence of God is a 
Reafon to love him much, and be very thankful, 
•what other Inftance can be equal to this furprizing 
Effeaofit? 

: When they *nay- partake pf the faving Ad- 
vantage, what is that to them, what, Reafon of 
Refufel ought it to be to them, that a third Per- 
Ion fuffer'd fa very .much for thejr Safety ? Is it 
that they are, m their own Opinion, below, or 
above accepting fuch a Favour from God i If be* 
low, howcaoit they, all of a fudden, to (hrink 
therafelves into fuch a defpicable State, merely 
eut of Cfoffnefs ; when it is well known, therq 
are no Perfons upon Earth, who have an higher 
Conceit of the«tofelves, than themfelves? If 
above; then they make, the Di&afes.pf their own 
Underftanding and Reafon fuperior to their Ma- 
ker's, who.gave them their Underftanding ; they 
enter their Proteft againft the Counfels and De- 
terminations of Heaven ; throw off their Depen- 
dance, and declare their no occafipn for fuch Fa- 
x vours 
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CHAP. Favours and Bounties. $0 that either way, it ii 
^J^they themfelves, out of their mere Will and 
^ r) *^ Fancy, who ftint and ftrangle the divined Influ- 
ence of the Goodnefs of God, and cruelly to 
themfelves, and malicioufly to the World, ftop 
up the richeft, the mod falutiferious Channel of 
that Fountain of Human Happinefs that flows 
upon the Children of Men. At the fame time, 
they pretend to magnify and praife it above all 
things, and fet up to be Tbeifts by denoting the 
Geodnefs of the Deity, and making Notes and 
Comments upon it. But their evil Communica- 
tions and falfe Notions of the Goodnefs of God 
beget bad Manners, in calling thofe D&momfts, 
and that Damonifm % which has the Charity to for- 
give them. 

What feems to miflead them moft, as well 
as others, who deny the Divine Nature, and its 
Union with the Human, in our Mediator, is the 
Opinion that it is mean and degrading for the 
Son of God to become Man. The like Senti- 
ment was the Occafion of the Heathens fubfthu- 
ting falfe Mediators, and crediting Damons with 
that Office, whom they fancied to be of a middle 
State and Circumftance, inferior to the Gods, 
and fuperior to Man, but partaking pf neither 
of their Natures. But it is a Sign thefe Pcrfons 
have litde ftudied God, his Goodnefs, his Power, 
or his Greatnefs, elfe they would never entertain 
fuch a dingy, incredulous Opinion of Meamefs 
in fuch a Condefenflon in the Son of God. If 
they account it honourable and glorious in one 
like themfelves, to ftoop to relieve the Mifery of 
a Fellow. Creature, and put themfelves to fome 
Inconvenience in doing it, or poftpone their 
own Advantage and- Convenience to the Good 

of 
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of the Publick, and call the Adtion Hcroick, CHAP. 
Godlike * why not allow God, infinitely more ^ 
mclin'd to fach Afts, to fend his Son ; and his V ^Y^ / 
Son to condefcend to take our Nature upon Him 
to fare a World of pcrifliing Sinners ; When the 
Father, who beft underftands what is true Greats 
nefs and Glory, places both of them in being 
Good * and as a Proof of that, in condefcending 
A&s of doing Good ; and the Son places his 
Glory, in that Opportunity of going about upon 
our Earth, doing Good, and mininring, rather 
than being mmiftred unto. 

So very credible is the Goodnefs of God m 
the Redemption of Man, that it is but purfuing 
the fame Good-will that firft created him, and 
(hewing Mercy where he had (hew'd Goodnefs 
before. And, indeed, the due belief of the Di- 
vine Goodnefs together with the internal Evidence 
pf the Doftrines, and Commandments, all 
breathing the fame Divine Goodnefs unto Man, 
without any mere Will, Arbitrarinefs, or com- 
manding for commanding Sake is in a manner a 
compleat Proof and Security of the Truth of the 
Chriftian Revelation. It is the contrary ground- 
lefs Suppofirion that has had the fatal influence 
upon Deifts, or Scepticks, to rcjeft that Revela- 
tion ; and make good that Obfervation of our 
Author, pag. 368. " If once pernicious Opinions 
t* are believed to be contained in any Revelation, 
44 they will have the fame EffieA, as if they really 
P were there." ' 

How unkind both to God and Man, are thefe 
pther Paflages ? " If there is a Religion which 
V teaches Adoration and Love of a God % whofe 
f * Character it is to be captious, and of high Re- 

£ fentmcnt. 
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CHAP'" fentmcnt, fubjed to Wrath and Anger, fiiri- 
XL c« OUSy revengeful, and revenging himfelf when 

VV^*« offended, upon others than thofe who gave Of- 
** fence, — muft of Neccffity raife even Appro- 
u bation and Refpeft towards the Vices of this 
•' Kind*." If by infenfible Degrees, as he pro- 
4< ceeds in his religious Faith, and devout Exer- 
<4 cife, he comes to be more and more reconciled 
4< to Malignity, Arbitrarincfs, Partiality, or 
«« Revengcfulnefs of his beloved Deity, his Re- 
** conciliation with thefe Qualities thetnfelves will 
€i foon grow in Proportion ; and the moft cruel, 
c€ unjuft, and barbarous A£b fhall by the Power 
€C of this Example, be often confider'd by him, 
*' not only asjuft and lawful, but as Divine and 
c< worthy of Imitation f , 

The noble Authors Compliment of JVrath, 
Anger ', Revenge* or revenging himfelf upon others 
than thofe who gave the Offence, can mean none 
but the God of the Chriftians: But that has been 
fully anfwer'd before. And as he puts the Truth 
of the premifed Accufation upon the Truth of 
the Confequence among Christians, which he fays 
mu(t of Neceffity follow as to approbation and Re- 
fpefl towards thofe Vices ; fo far, as often to he 
conftder* *d, by tb& Power of fuck Example, not only 
as jujl and lawful, but as Divine* and worthy of 
Imitation. Now, if this Confequence is utterly 
falfe, in folt, it (hews that his Premifes are no 
better ; and bis calumniQ&sj Iofult of the God of 
the Chriftians, and his Worfhippers, is very inju- 
rious, and unbecoming a Gentleman, who feems 
to diftinguilh his Spirit and&yle chiefly by the 
grand, I won't call it noble, Artifices of uttering 

• CbaraBerift. VoL & fy# ; jj.8. f fW. fag*. 49. 
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many bitter, falfc Things under genteel Periods, CHAP, 
and polite Diction; as if the harmonious XI L- 
Order, and the taking, pretty Figures of mifi v **V Si/ 
reprejenting Words, -was the fame Thing, or 
better, than the Beauty and Order of right Ideas, 
and through the Help of them the Inveftigation 
of the Truth of Things of the greateft Concern* 
mem 

For who ever yet heard of any offended 
Chriftians revenging themfelves upon others than 
thofe who gave the Offence, in Imitation of the 
God they worfhip ? It is too true, that Wrath, 
Revenge, Fury, and even Barbarity is too much 
found among fome degenerate Chriftians : But 
neither among that worft Faftion. of Chriftians, 
is that cruel perfecuting Spirit infpir'd, in faft t 
by a genuine Imitation of, or Confcience towards, 
God ; but rather frotp their enflav'd Confcience 
towards their tyrannical Rulers, who, in the Place 
of God, lord it over their Confcience ; and having 
taken away the Book of his Will from them, in 
all their peculiar Do&rines, confpiring to ag- 
grandize their peculiar Dominion, have the un- 
did urb'd Opportunity of telling their ignorant 
Vaflals what is their own Will, inftead of his, for 
fupprcfling all Oppofers, i. e. Heretical Pravity ; 
and under the falfe Colour of God's Sake, infla- 
ming them to the proper Rage of executing their 
Purpofe, and doing any manner of Evil for their 
Sake, always couch'd under the Good of the 
Church, which, m that depraved Communion, 
are fynonimous Words. This is fuch notorious 
Matter of Fad, that it would be an Affront to a 
Protefiant Reader to offer to prove it. v This very 
Author, and his Difciple, the Author of Cbrijlia- 
nity as old, and the Rights of the. Church, fcrV. con- 
firm 
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CHAP, firm the fame abundantly, and defcant upon frln 
M - Pages without Number* So chat I can't imagine, 

>^V>^ w hat Sort of Chriftians the noble Perfon meant, 
who are in Danger of degenerating into thofe an- 
tichriftian Vices, merely by wor&ipping and imi- 
tating their God. Perhaps he thought of the 
rigid predeftinarian Principle ; but«xcceding few, 
at this Time, adhere to that ; and that only pro- 
duces a fowre Face, and uncharitable Speeches ; 
but no Blows. 

So overflowing moreover has been the Stream 
of Divine Goodnefs in the Redemption of the 
World i that there is more Good redounds to 
Man, by this Method of rich Grace ; and to the 
Deity more Glory, and Illuftration of Divine 
Perfedtions, than if Man had never fallen. When 
Man had fought out many Devices in his State of 
Probation, and loft all hi* Profpe&s in the Fa- 
vour of his Maker ; what Revenge, what For- 
feiture does the God of all Goodnefs take of it $ 
but to provide him a Mediator, and by his Means, 
to raife him only the higher from his Fall ? From 
a Servant, his State under the firft Covenant, to 
be under the Second, a Friend of God, nay, his 
adopted Sm\ which gives Man, who has no 
Hand in his own Birth, the moft endearing 
Senfe of Choice, and the moft obliging Sentiment 
of Father \ beyond the common Notion of Maker \ 
wherewith the Beifts content themfel ves. Friend- 
ship, if we confider of it, is the beft thing Man 
has to beftow upon Man, or Angel upon Angel 
or Man ; but through the Mediator God does 
not only beftow that, but Son-Jhip moreover upon 
us Men : behold what manner of hoe is that, that 
"jjejhould be called the Sons of God I 
i * . * • ■ • 

Though 
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CHAP. 
T h ou g h the moral Law is not abrogated, **-^ 
the Rigor of obedience is fo tempered and mo-^^ 
derated by the fecond Covenant, that Repentance 
and Sincerity are accepted, inftead of perfedt 
obedience, and accounted of God, through 
Chrift, as that Rigbteou/nefs which is equivalent 
to Innocence ; by which Allowance the Law is as 
well adjufted now to our (imperfect) Compliance 
in the beft of our prefent Ability, as it was at 
firft to Man's perfeft Obedience* when he was in 
the Perfection of his original Powers. Had per- 
fect Obedience been required in the Second, as in 
the firft Covenant, the Perfection of all our Fa- 
culties muft have been reftored ; and then every 
Sin in peccable Man would have brought on th? 
Neceffity of another Mediator; after that, as 
Folly prevail'd, another, and fo toties fitoties. 
Nor is there any Yoke laid upon the Neck of our 
Appetites and Palfions, but Reafon concurs in 
laying the very fame ; whilft the Honour and 
Reward of virtuous Performance is enhance^ 
from the furrounding Difficulties without, and 
the treacherous Inclinations within. The Reve- 
lation of that Covenant brings with it large Im- 
provements to our Reafon, by many profitable 
Difcoveries, totally undifcoverablc without it}, 
and the AflCirance of the Advancement and Ex- 
altation of our Nature, in both its Conftituents, 
incomparably bcyon4what it was at firft. 

The Body then in its Similitude and Affe- 
ftions, was the fame with the Body now ; but at 
its Refurreftion^ which is a new Acquifition by the 
Redemption of it from the Grave, it will be more 
than recover'd to its priftine State in Paradije, 
beyond the Health and Vigor of its firft Con- 

Vol. I. C c dicion* 
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CHAP, dition ; without any carnal Affediions, and with 
x *l, Luftre and Glory equal co one of the celeftial 

v * r Y - ^ ,/ Luminaries: When there will be to both Body 
and Soul, Enjoyment of eternal Life in Heaven, 
in the Glories and Felicities of that Place ; 
immortal Happinefs given through the fecond 
Adam is tranfeendently greater and more com- 
, plete in celeftial Heaven, and better tafted from 
the Foil of felt Mortality, pad Grief, Difturbance, 
and Tribulation. Whereas in Paradife, there 
was no Promife, unlefs imply'd, or Affurance of 
any more than an inferior, perpetuated Life upon 
Earth. Man is therefore a Gainer every Way by 
the Fall, if it is not his own Default, i. e. if he will 
not ftill continue th$ Fall of our firft Parents, by 
the Favour of our Redeemer, and by the Provi- 
dence of that Almighty and mod merciful Father, 
whofe fole Prerogative it is to bring Good out of 
Evil, and make the arifing Good furpafs the 
Evil : All the time the Aim and Eflence of the 
Devil is to pervert Good always, and endeavour 
to bring Evil out of it continually. 

C a n • t the Beifi then bear the Burthen of Ob- 
ligation, and Dependance upon Heaven, in being 
overcome with Kindneffes \ is that a proper Re- 
• turn, ubi multa beneficia antevenere, pro gratia odi- 
um redditur? whilft the prefent inflidted Labour 
and Travail ferve to keep the Body in breathing 
Health, during its Stay hefe below: Civil 
Government, that arifes out of the Diforder of 
Pa (lions, teaches Subjedtion to Laws, and re- 
ft rains from many enormous Tranfgreffions : And 
the Train of natural Evils, promifcuoufly distri- 
buted, weans the Mourner from the Love of this 
World, cures him from difquicting himfelf in 
vain in feeking after Good in its Poffeffions, or 
* ••- • 1 .. any 
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any of its Magnificences, and fends him to his CHAP. 
Prayers to that fuperintending Being, who will .J^L, 
(hew them Good, Solid, Stable, Satisfying, that^^ 
(hall be proper for their State, for ever. And that 
abfent Good will make them more fubjelt to, 
and dependant upon God, on whom they rely 
for their Happinefs. A Failure in which De- 
pendance firft introduced that Evil, out of which 
arofe that wonderful (and otherwife undifcovera- 
ble) Difplay of the Divine Goodnefs and exube- 
rant Excellencies through the Mediator, for ad- 
vancing Man to higher Happinefs from his Fall. 
What was faid upon another Occafion, may be 
apply'd to Eve : Si non erra£et % feceret ilia minus* 

I f the Deifts therefore have any true Relpeft 
for their old Friend, and dear Favourite, the Bo- - 
dy> they would come into this Method, for the 
Sake of its glorious future Improvement. Or, 
if they have any Value for eternal Life in Hea- 
ven, as who in their Senfes, in this Vale of Mi- 
fery, will not pant after that ? Here is the Door 
to enter in \ and it is mine, and 1 hope every 
Chriftian's hearty Defire, and Prayer, that they 
may enter in, before the late Hour comes, when 
it will be (hut againft them. For fuch is the 
Misfortune, or rather Malediction on their pre* 
fent groveling Principles, that they have no Re- 
gard what (hall be the future State of their Body * 
its RefurreJIion to them, not believing in their 
Redeemer, mud be full as great an Abfurdity 
as it ever was to all Heathen Reafoners. And 
the future State of the Happinefs of their. Soul, 
as defigned and intended by them, feems to be a 
very precarious Hope and Confequcnce from 
their Principles : And (o they are falfe to both 
C c 2 Parts 
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Chap. Parts of that Nature, which they carry about 
xr - with them, and adore. 

They don f t deny the Immortality of the 
Soul, rather give out general Words of leaving 
the Providance for its Condition hereafter to 
God. But their Principles don't allow them to 
be very follicitous, how ehey fhall fare in another 
World. For as they generally found their Law 
of Nature in the Confideration of God having 
made Man a rational, and a fociable Creature, a 
Member of a Community ; the Duties which 
flow from that, may all be dire&ed and intended 
to terminate in this Worldjonly : Self Preferva- 
tion, Government of the Paffions, Temperance, 
Fortitude, Fidelity, Truth, Juftice, Peace, Mer- 
cy in forgiving Enemies, and relieving the Ne- 
ceffitous, and Benevolence, in wifhing well to all. 
And for thefe Obligations, they make themfelves 
accountable only to the co- temporary Reafon of 
others of the fame Society ; not to the Heavenly 
Founder and Governor of that Society diffiis'd 
as it is over the face of the Earth. 

But how little do they confider themfelves as 
made for Religion, or accountable to God hereafter 
for their Aftions here : That would introduce 

Slfithe Rewards and Punifhments \ which can't 
e admitted into their Scheme, as long as they re- 
ject Revelation, whence only they can be certain- 
ly known. 

w Though human Law-givers (fays the Au- 
* c thor of Cbriftianity, &c.pag. 22.) are forced 
<c to have Recourie to Punifhments, which are 
" not connected with the Things they forbid ; 
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u yet a Being of infinite Power is not thus CHAP. 

f * ftreighten'd, but may make one the neceflkry **L* 

44 Confcquence of the other: And, indeed, how v,/ *^ 

4< can it be otherwife, fince Good and Evil have 

44 their Foundation in the effential Difference of 

44 Things, and their Nature is fix*d and immove- 

44 able : And confequently our Happinefs de- 

" pends on theintrinfick Nature of the one, and 

4< our Mifcry on the incrinfick Nature of the 

4< other.** And pag. 332. " *Tis the View with 

44 which an A&ion is done, that makes it mo- 

* 4 ral : He who pays his Debts out of a PrincU 

44 pie of Honefty, does a moral A&ion ; while 

44 he, who does the fame for fear of the Law, 

4C can't be faid to ad morally : And can he, 

44 who does a Thing to avoid being punilh'd, or 

4( in Hopes of being rewarded hereafter ; arujl 

4< for the fame Reafon is ready to do the contrary ; 

< c Merits at feaft, equally with him, who is in 

44 Love with his Duty, and is governed, not by 

" fervile Motives, but by the original Obligation 

44 of the moral Fitnefs of Things, in Conformi- 

44 ty to the Nature, and in Imitation of the per- 

44 feft Will of God ? —They who do not aft 

44 thus, deferve not the Title of true Deijis ;" 

where it appears they pretend to Merit of 

Heaven, by their Conduct of being Deifts. 

And, indeed, they muft be allowed to have a great 

Share of Merit, fo long as they continue to make 

a Merit of their Vices. 

And as they neither obferve the Law of Na- 
ture, nor perform moral Virtue, with refpeft to 
another World ; nor place them to God's Ac- 
count, as Obedience to his Laws requiring it, 
.with no Intention to his Service, nor any Pro- 
fytSt of hU rewarding Favour * what Regard 
C c 3 ihould 
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CHAP, fhould God and another World have to them 
'^l, hereafter, when they have fo little to either of 

;^them here ? They pleafe themfelves in doing 
what they do, as rational, fociable Creatures ; 
They receive not the Law of Nature from Hea- 
ven as a Rule of Duty, or as any Prefcription 
for bringing them thither * nor does their Syftem 
put them in Mind of any fuch Hopes, or oblige 
them to any fuch Thoughts, of e*prefly purfuing 
a future Felicity after Death, They can*t bear 
to be told by their own Servants, that there is no 
need of their Interpofuion, when thofe Servants 
are actually doing their Work wrong, or by 
Halves : Yet they exped that Heaven will not 
only bear with the Mockery of their Remon- 
ftrance, and the Ridicule of their Refufal of its 
kind Intcrpofal, for conducing them thither, and 
informing their A&ions aright ; but alfo find 
them a Place there moreover, and put them into 
a Pod to difpute againft God there, as they do here* 

I f this is the Secret of modern Deifm ; thefo 
the beft Profpeds drawn from the natural Good- 
pefs of God } it would be happy for every Body 
to keep out of it, and defpife thefe low Offers 
made to human Nature, as many as have the 
Light of the Gofpel, and the Glory of the Divine 
Goodnefs, and all the Divine Attributes, fhining 
in the Face> or Perfon of Jefm Cbrift*+ and may 
behold the Glory of the Lord with open Face +. 
How happy is it for Chriftians, that by his Media- 
tion, the Glory of God, and their own eternal 
Good are fo infcparably connected together, that 
while they purfue the Qualifications for their fu- 
ture Felicity, according to his Dire&ions, they at 
the fame time, and by the very fame Obfervances, 
1& for the Glory of God? Fo* 
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CHAP, 
Fo r as he defignedthem that Happinefs thro' ^\^j 
the Mediator, the anfwering up to that Defign, ^s 
and not difappointing him of their beft Endea- 
vours, and doing what they do in the Name of 
the Mediator, glorifies him who laid that Defign, 
and appointed that Mediator for affifting them to 
carry it on. And thus carrying in their A&ions 
a Reference to the future World, what centers 
in their own Enjoyment, centers alfo in the 
Glory of God ; where their future Praifes will 
be as liberal and everlafting, as their Happinefs 
received. Nay, whilft they have Refpedt to the 
Kecompence of Reward animating them in ar- 
duous Virtue, they glorify him who fet the Re- 
ward for that Purpofe : And all who fall fhort of 
intending their future Felicity by their prefent 
Behaviour, fall fhort of the Glory of God. Why 
are the inanimate Heavens faid . to declare the 
Glory of God y but by the Regularity of the Mo- 
tions of thofe Bodies to their defigned End, accord- 
ing to their original Deftination? The fame may 
be faid of the admirable Beauties, and adequate 
Ufes in the Compofition of the Works beneath. 

For it is made an exprefs Inftance of plea- 
fing God % to come to him, and diligently feek 
him in Virtue of that Faith, that he is a Rewar* 
der of thofe that do fo •, that he receives no Ad- 
vantage, no Glory by it; but merely as we receive 
all the Advantage, and all our Happinefs from it, 
and without fueb a Faith, it is affirmed to be im- 
fojftble to pleafe God and confequently, there is 
no Probability of pleafing him by any other 
Sort of Notions of bringing Glory to him exclur 
five of the Aim of our own Happinefs \ which to 
purfue in the Qualifications he Jiasprefcribed, is the 
C c 4 greateft 
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CHAP* greateft Pleafurc, and great eft Glbry of our Fa- 
^^^ther which his in Heaven. All Duty isfumm'd up 

^"V^w the Love of God, and our Neighbour * Why ? 
but becaufe that is fo laid in our Intereft and our 
Happinefs, that we may look upon it as an Effiwft 
depending on the other as its Caufe. For, as our 
Happinefs and well-being wholly depend upon 
the Help and Affiftance of God, and Man ; the 
JLove of each muft be the trueft Way of fearing 
the Help and Affiftance of both ; as the Hatred 
or Negle&of either terminate in our Lofs orDe^ 
ftru&ion from one, or both. To love God and 
Man is the fame Thing as to love our own Good 
in the trueft Import j that, and the Effe&s of 
that being the Virtue, DifpoGtion, or Qualified* 
tion for our Happinefs, the more Men abound 
in thofe Virtues and Qualifications, the more 
they glorify their Father in Heaven. Gloria ejt 
cenfentienslaus bonorum> incorrupt a vox bene judical 
tium de excellent virtute. Cic.Lib. II. de Invent 
And whoever promotes that in others, which un- 
doubtedly advances their preient, and their future 
Happinefs, promotes the Glory of God both in 
himfdf, and in others. But he that difregards 
the Purfuit of his own Salvation, in the Ufc of 
thofe Means, and all Perfuafion to give Attention 
. to them from thofe, who befeech them in Chrift's 
Stead to be reconciled to God and their own Hap* 
pinef9, reje& the Mediator, difhonour God, and 
have no Refpe£t to his Glory, or his Counfel to- 
wards them. So true is the Connection 5 be that 
defpifetb you, defpifetb me ; and be that defpifetb me 9 
Jcjpifetb bim tbatfent me * : And the DcfpHer i$ 
guilty of defpftng, not Afan % but Godf ; and not 
God's Authority only, but the Riches 0/ bis Good- 
nefs alfot 

'Luk.x. 16. fi7i$/:iv.8. % Rem* 11.4. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. 
XII. 






CHAP. XII. 

02* Intercession afwr MEDIATOR 
m Heaven: Where be reigns a King, 
//// £r m/kms *£<W! /0 J UPG e the World. . 

|HE Redemption of the World 
being finilh'd by the Death of the 
Mediator ; be was raifidfrom tbt 
Dead, to demonftrare apparently to 
the World God** Acceptance of the 
Oblation of himfelf for the $ifts of it. A De- 
monftration of the fhorteft Reafoning, and clear* 
eft Evidence that Matter of Fad is capable of; 
Recorded, not only in the mod authentick Hilla- 
ry that can be given of it, to future Generations ; 
but, as a Matter of the highcft and mod conftant 
Importance, by a weekly Commemoration more* 
ovei*, as well as annual : The religious Obfer- 
vance of the laft Day of the Week being pur- 
pofely alter*d to thtfirjt ; and the Name of the 
Lord's Day given to it, in everlafting Token of 
fuch a Salvation, even to thofe who can't read. 
The firft Day of the Week commemorates the 
firft Day's Creation, let there be Ligbt> and tberg 
' was Light. So likewife let there be a Recovery 
of Man by Jefus Cbrift, and it was fo, in due 
time, by his Refarrefiion from the dead. 

He afiended 9 not fecretly, but openly, in 
Circumftances of great Glory, to the Right 
*■-•■- Hand 
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CHAP. Hand of God. He came forth from the Father, 
XII- and came into the World a Plenipotentiary from 

^V^^Him i He again left the World, and returned ~ 
to the Father a Plenipotentiary from M an, to 
mediate with God in his behalf, and there con- 
tinue a Priefthood for ever after the Order of 
Melcbifedeck. And as he left a perpetual Memo- 
rial of his Death, upon Earth, in the Lord's 
Supper ; fo he makes a perpetual Memorial of it 
in Heaven, by prefenting bis Blood. And 
there He remains a perpetual, and mod puiflant 
Security to Man, of all the Benefits of his Paf- 
fion, to guarantee the Remiffion of Sins V the 
Refurre&ion of the Body ; the promised Inheri- 
tance, Everlafting Life ; and the Promife of the 
Father, the Fellowfhip of the Holy Gbojt, to all 
that (hall obey him. For, as the Apoftle argues 
if when -we were Enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the Death of bis Son ; much more being 
reconciled^ we Jhall be faved by bis Life*, a Life 
that lives for ever % to make Inter cejjion for us. He 
had faid beforef, We have Peace with God thro 9 
our Lordjefus Cbrift, by whom we have Accefs by 
Faith to this Grace, [of Peace] wherein we ft and. 

His Human Nature was the proper Subjeft 
of his Exaltation ; in his Humiliation it was 
cloath'd with Mortality, and the Form of a 
Servant as an outward Vefture : At his Exalta- 
tion, he put off that Vefture, and cloath'd the 
Human Nature with his Immortality, and covered 
and adorn'd its Immortality with Robes of Glo- 
ry and Majefty. Before I treat of the Ends and 
Benefits of his Afcenfton, it may be proper to con** 
fider fome Circumftances of it. 

. • Rtm. v. 10, +. v. i f a. . t 

Ht 
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CHAP. 
H e is reprefcnted to have afcended above all XXL 
Heavens, higher than the Heavens * to be taken *^W 
into Glory, into the moft excellent Glory, and 
to the Right Hand of God, and there to fit: 
Undoubtedly fignifying, that He is exalted to 
that very inacceffible Light where God dwel- 
leth, that all blefled and all glorious Place, where 
there are many blifsful Manlions. The higheft 
Refidence, the chiefeft Station whereof is juftly 
given to Him, whom in all Things it becometb to 
have the Prebeminence*, for his mighty fuffering 
upon Earth for Man's Salvation : Worths is tbt 
Lamb that wasjlain to receive Power \ am Riches* 
and PVifdom, and Strength* and Honour \ and Glo- 
ry, and Blejftng +. This Dignification of him 
above every Name, and Inauguration into a King- 
dom and Governance over all, is familiarly re- 
prefcnted to our earthy Conceptions by fitting at 
the Right HandofGod. 

For as the Right Hand of this World's 
Monarchs is the chiefeft Place of Honour and Di- 
ftin&ion ; after the like manner is the glorified 
Jefus at God's Right Hand, at the right hand 
of his Power, and of his Throne, and fa many 
Places faid to fit there 5 which fcems to imply 
the firm Poffcflion and durable Continuance of 
that glorious State ; or the Honourable Pofture 
of a Judge which is that of fitting : For he is 
conftituted our Ruler and Judge, and theft he 
fits in the Throne of his Majefty. One Place 
there is X where St. Stephen is faid to havey2r» tbt 
Glory of Godj and Jefus ftanding at bis Right Hand ; 
which Change of Pofture fcems to denote the 

f (tf i. }8, f **■ ▼• '*< % stasia 56. 

ready 
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CHAP, ready Afliftancc of his diftreffed Servants; as if 
**k he had rifen off his Seat, to plead for chem with 
VV^ his Father. 

The firft bleffed End of his afcending into 
Heaven was, that he might fend the Holy Gbojt 
the Comforter. So he open'd the matter to his 
Difciplcs, and blam'd their arifing Sorrow at the 
news of his Departure, with an Afturance ^bal 
it is expedient for you that I go away in order to fend 
Him ; and if I go not away the Comforter mil not 
come f ; And elfewhere \ the Holy Ghofi was not 
yet given, becaufe Jefus was not yet glorified ; i. e. 
the Holy Spirit wis not yet imparted, and become 
the explicit Right of Men, in vertue of the Di- 
vine Promife and Engagement enafted in the 
Gofpel Covenant, till all Things belonging to 
the Mediator of that Covenant were fully corn- 
pleated. *Tis true, the Communications of the 
Spirit of Grace and Comfort were gratuitoufiy 
imparted to feveral before, and under the Difpen- 
fation of Mofes ; and feems to have been given 
to fome out of that Law. But it did not proper* 
ly belong to that (Economy; there was no 
Claim of Right, nor any Expeftation of fulfil- 
ling the Promife, but in vertue of the future en- 
fuing Dirpenfation of the Mefliah, Jefus Cbrift % 
who brought Grace and Truth. Then the Spi* 
rit of God explicitly became the great and glo- 
rious Condition of the New Covenant. And 
God bound himfelf in the Juftice of Promife, and 
the Obligation of Covenant, to give the Holy 
Spirit to them that alk him, in the Mediator's 
Name. The Prayers and Supplications of fuch 
Votaries will ever have aRight to the fpecial 

•f- John,, m. 7. Jvii. 3*. 

Influences 
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Influences and Comforts of that Holy Spirit, CHAP, 
and to the Increafe thereof, according to their XH 
a&ual Improvements under what is given. But ^^Y^ 
the firft extraordinary Effufion of that teleftial 
Spring of Gifts unto Men, was to be the Ef- 
fe&, and Confequence of our Mediator's Prayers 
and Interceffion to the Father for it: / will 
pray the Father ', and He /ball give you another Com- 
forter *. 

And that firft Inftance of his prevailing 
Iaterceflion (a furprizing Token of its Efficacy) 
commenc'd, when he was received up into Glo- 
ry, and enter'd within the Vail 5 and had pre* 
fented the Blood of Atonement, for making up 
the Breaches, and cementing the Friendfliip be- 
tween God and Man. In return of which, as a 
demonftrative Atteftation of a perfeft Reconcilia- 
tion, and Peace effected, and concluded, Kings 
" upon their folemn taking Pofleffion of their Dig* 
nity being wont to beftow Gifts and Largefles ; 
the moft extraordinary of the Holy Gbofl % were 
pour'd out upon the then Difciples ; and the Love 
of God fhed abroad upon the Hearts of all Be- 
lievers, by the fame Spirit, which is given unto 
us *, whole blefled Comforts were defign'd a laft- 
ing Joy, that Joy in the Holy Gbcft, which, to- 
gether with Peace and Righteoufnefi, is conftt- 
tutive of the Kingdom of God +, to continue our 
Peace with God ; and be with us moreover in 
the Nature of a Seal and Earn eft of our future 
Inheritance, until the time the purchafed Pof- 
fefllon comes. When be afcended up on High, He 
accordingly led Captivity captive y and gave Gifts 
unto Men J. 



• Joint xiv. r& f Rom. *iv. 17. % Epk iv. 3. 
1 After 
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CHAP. 
XIL After the Mediator had left the World* 

^V^and was gone to the Father, the Million of the 
Holy Ghoft was the mod honourable Teftimo- 
nial that could be fent down from Heaven, or re- 
ceived upon Earth, of the Mediator's certain 
Arrival there, after his Departure from Earth. 
And, as that moft excellent Gift comprehenfive- 
ly includes all gifts and bleffings ; it is fit, that 
He, who was the procuring Caufe, (hould fend 
it, as well as the Father. Thus he had declar'd, 
He /hall glorify me y for Hejhall receive of mine % and 
Jhallfhew it unto you *. And when He, the Holy 
Ghoft y is come % Hejhall reprove the World of Sin^ 
and of Rigbteoufnefsj and of Judgment f. Of the 
Sin of not believing on him, the Sin of difhonour* 
ing, and the Sin of difobeying him. * Of Rigb- 
teoufnefs ; becaufe He went to the Father, an in- 
conteftable Vindication that He could be no Im- 
poftor ; but was truly righteous, and undoubt- 
edly innocent, in all Converfation 5 was it other- 
wife, the righteous Father would not have re- 
ceiv'd Him, much lefs given fuch Proofs to the 
World, of his being well-pleafed with Him. 
Of Judgment \ becaufe He is appointed the Judge 
of the Prince of this World, and of all the Men 
and Spirits, who fubmit to his Mif-rule. Of all 
which Things the World was reproved, and 
convine'd of the* Reproof by the Miracles, by 
the Preaching, and by the Writings of the Apo- 
ftles, wrought, infpirod, di&ated by the Holy 
Ghoft. 

And what more marvellous bifplay could 
there be to the then World, of the Heavenly 

*Jobnxn. 14. f r. 8, &c. 

Power 
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Power of the departed Mediator, being foCHA*. 
powerfully Refiant ftill inSpirit with his Difciples, ***!, 
as to enable them, according to Proraife, to do V ^V^ -/ 
greater Wonders and Miracles than he Himfelf 
perform'd, whilft prefent in Body ? He the Spirit 
was to be a Principle of New Birth in the Bap- 
tifmal Water, to a World Spiritually dead in 
Trefpafles and Sins ; he, the Pareclete, was to 
advocate and promote the Caufe of Chrift with 
Men, as his Vicegerent on Earth ; whilft Chrift 
himfelf was gone to advocate the Caufe of us 
Men with the Father ; and to aft under Him 
in all the Affairs of his Kingdom, for the Fur* 
therance of Mens Salvation, till he brings all 
his faithful Followers to the Glory he is gone 
before to prepare for them. By this Spirit, 
when two or three are met together, there is He 
in the mid ft of them. By the fame Spirit is 
xnaintain'd that vital Union, and Communion, 
that is fo neceffary between the Head and the 
Members, the Vine and the Branches. By which 
vital Powers, and fpiritual Comforts, all the de- 
Arable Ends of his Prefence upon Earth are 
better anfwered, and to more Advantage, and 
better Effedt tg his Followers, than in a vifible 
Manifeftation of his Perfon. For that was more 
nec^flary to appear for us before God ; And when 
the Judge himfelf appears for the Criminal, in 
how fair a Way is the Criminal xo be acquitted ? 
With refpeft to which Prefence, He is affirm'd 
fo have enter' d into Heaven, now to appear in the 
Prefence of God/or us *. 

There was another End of his Afcenfion ; 
that having, by his Refurrc&ion, conquer'd 

• Hit. XX. 2J. 

him 
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CHAP, him who bad the Power of Deaths the Devil, he 
*JL, might triumph, like a Conqueror, over him, 

x ^^^Md all the Principalities and Powers of dark nefs; 
and make a (hew of them ojfenly in leadingCap- 
tivity captive : And might receive, in juft Re* 
eompence to his grievous Indurances, the Re* 
ward of his Paffion, and the Travail of his Soul. 
It was meet and fit, that the mighty Condefcen- 
fion in emptying himfelf of Glory and Majefty 
for our Redemption, and undergoing fuch bitter 
eruel Things, for no Fault of his own, fhould 
be fignally and notorioufly recompensed with 
exceeding Glory. To which End the Pfalmifi * 
foretold, Lift up your Heads, O ye Gates, and be 
ye lift up ye, everlafting Doors, that the King of 
Glory may come in, and be inaugurated into his 
everlafting Kingdom, and be glorified with that 
Glory, which he had with the Father before the 
World was. That the Ignominy of his Crofi 
might be done away -, and that he, the Heir, 
who had not a Place to lay his Head, whilft on 
Earth, might have the Difpofal of all Places in 
Heaven and Earth. This again convinces the 
World of Righteoufnefs, i. e. the Righteouihefi 
of the Father in rewarding the Humiliation of the 
Son with fuch a glorious Exaltation ; which made 
it appear, that he forgot not, in due time, to 
vindicate his Son's perfonal Innocence, fo much 
opprdVd with the Contradi&ion and Contumely 
of Sinners, and crown his Calamity with the 
greater Glory. Ought not Chrift, laid he to his 
Difciples, to fuffer tbefe Things, according te 
many ProplJ)rie$, and fo enter into bis Glory ? f 

And great R/afon have we to double our Re- 
joycing in the Lord ; for thefe Triumphs of hu- 
* P/al. and?. 8. &c t Ltie xxir. 25. 

man 
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tnan Nature over its grand Adverfary, who had CHAP, 
fubje&ed it to Death, in its Life and Exaltation XB- 
far above all the dignified Angelick Hpft, to v * r V w 
the Right Hand of God. And that we have 
actually there, by means thereof, the moft pre- 
vailing Advocate, the moft tender and affectio- 
nate Interceffbr % and moft merciful KING and 
JUDGE. Who, by partaking equally of the 
Divine, and Human Nature, is, in the nature 
of things, the moft exaft, unexceptionable 
Mediator between, that can be devifed by, God 
or Man : Bcirtg equally interefted in, and rela- 
ted and affefted to both, the Balance of Favour, Ju* 
ftice, and Duty, is held in the moft equal Hand 
And therefore He is the trueft MEDIUM, 
and the propereft CENTER of Commit 
nication ; to derive from God unto Man, all 
Mercies, Gifts, Blef&ngs, fpiricoai and tenppo- 
rai, all Promifes and. Performances of Covenant } 
and to convey, and recommend from Man to 
God, all Addrefies of Prayer and Thankfgiving, 
all engaged Duty and Service of Repentance ahd 
Amendment, aU Sorrows and Sufferings fbrthd 
Sake of a good Conftience, and to offer up all 
the Sacrifices to Heaven that Men are now at 
Jow'd to offer upon Earth. • r ' " I 

All thefe Intercourfes are kept up* and carried 
on in the powerful Name of Cbrijt 5 fo dear to 
God, and for that reafon (hould be as dear 00, 
and refpeded by Man. , Therefore arc we re- 
quired, Wbatfoeyer we do in Word or Deed, ta dp 
all in the Name of the Lord Jefus, giving Thanks U> 
God the Father by Him * Verily, verily* I Jay 
unto you % wbatjoever ye /ball qflt the Father in mj 

\toLvi. 17. 
Vol. I. D d Name* 
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c H A P. Name, be will we it you. Hitherto ye have ajked 
X* 1 - nothing in my Name, ajk and ye Jball receive, that 

^^/^your Joy may be full 1 . TO DO ALL in the 
Namcof the Lord, is, i. " To have refpeft in all 
" Things to his Will, as knowing we are obliged 
" to live CO him, to the Honour of his 
" Name and DoftrineV 2. To be defirous that 
u our A&ions may be well pleafing to Him\ 
44 3. To expedt Acceptance of our Actions, 
cc Prayers, and Praifes through Him 4 . 4. A 
" Recompence of them from Him hereafter ,,f . 
In the Name, has feveral Acceptations in Scrip- 
ture, 1. In the Authority of, or Commiffion from*. 
I am come in my Father's Name 1 . I command 
thee in the Nome cf the Lord Jefu s to come out 
of*. So', agreeably to this, Charge in the King's 
- Nam. 2. For the Sake*, He that receiveth a 
Prophet in the Name of 10 . 3. Inftead of', Comfor- 
ter Jhall come, whom God will fend in my Name". 
4, Power \ I have kept them in thy Name 1 *. 5. 
In Profcffion and Acknowledgment of, Belief in ; 
Thus the Form of Baptifm ; not by Authority or 
Commiffion from. 6. In Aid and Affijlancei 
thus David, I come Co ihctintbe Name of'^. 

In thefe Senfes chiefly we come to God, IN 
THE NAME of the Mediator, Chrift, in De- 
pendance upon Him for free Accefs even unto", 
Acceptance with God ; according to thofe Com* 
roands of praying, and giving Thanks 1 . 

1 John xvi. 23, 24. • 2 Cor. v. 14 h Cor. v. 8,9. 
4- John xiv. 13, 14, 15, 16. Heb. xiii. 15. * Efb. vi. 8. 
Col. iii. 24. * Mattb. vii. 22. ' * jibm v . 43. 

• jl#sxvi. 18. ' 1 Cor. r. 4. z Tbif.m.6. Jmmtsv. 10. 
*• Mattk. k. £i. •" John xiv. 26. " 28. xvil 12. 
r » I Sam. xvii. 45. '4 Efb. ii. 16. H*b. jr. 19, 22. 

1 Pet. iii. i?. ** ^9i iv. \%. 1 Cor. iii. 2. Eph. v. 20. 
PM. iii. 9. a/, iii. 17; 1 P/f, i% 21. ii. 5. Rev. viii 3. 
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CHA* 
T h fe Mediator aflerts the Right of bis Name, X11 
and aflurcs his Followers of the Power, of it ^^V"^ 
from his own Power of granting, aod at the 
fame time direds them what was his, and what 
fliould be their Intention in applying to his Name, 
or expc&ing a favourable Return: fVbatfiever 
ye /ball ajk in my Name, that will I do % that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son, John xiv. 13. 

This Intercourfe and Difpenfation of God 
in Chrift, is admirably calculated to give us * 
true Notions both of God, and Our/elves ; where- 
on the Strefs of true Religion fo very much de- 
pends. 1. Of the infinite Holinejs and Sanffity 
of God. Seeing he will immediately, and of 
Himfelf, maintain no Communication or Deal- 
ing with fuch a finful Creature as Man, who has 
by wilful Tranfgreffion, corrupted and pelle- 
ted himfelf egregioufly in his Sight; and, with- 
out a Mediator to fandify and cleanfe him from 
Iniquity, would never admit him into his Pre- 
fence, or, without his Intervention, have any 
Converfe with him. 

This moreover gives us mod convincing, 
right Notions, that He is no arbitrary, fickle, 
capricious Being ; in Confutation of the Deifts 
groundlefs Imputations to his Methods of ruling 
and governing us by a Mediator. For what can 
poffibly represent him farther diftant from Arbi- 
trariness, Hcjden,efs, or Caprice, fhan his adual 
referring, and fixing himfelt to a MEDIATOR, 
a third rerfon between himfelf and us ; notwith- 
standing he is fo infinitely fuperipr to us in Dig* 
nity, and is the offended and ; difobliged Party,? 
And in doing fo, he may well expoftujate, Jlre 
D d 2 not 
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"CHA^ not my Ways equal? The mighty God makes the 
XH. .Overture, and advances not only the firft Step, 

^y^feut the greateft Part of the Way, towards a 
Reconciliation with his diminutive Creature Man ; 
that is done at infinite Expence of Mercy, and 
©ifphty of Goodnefs and Placability of Anger 
on his Part, as before (hewn ; where does the 
Stop, Difficulty, Dilatorinefs remain, for a per- 
idot Peace and Friendfliip, but wholly and folely 
on Man's Part, who purely demurs and dalJies 
in his Danger? The Icaft in Confideration is the 
fail in accepting to be reconciled to God ; arc not 
your Ways unequal? 

•• Are not thy Ways very unequal, Son of 
Man born of a Woman ! great in nothing, fo 
much as Stubbornnefs and Pride againft thy 
Maker, arifen in thy Heart moft prepofteroufly 
from thy Fall and Meannefe ! Are they not un- 
equal without Mcafure, and perverfe beyond 
Bounds? Are not thy Ways arbitrary, guided by 
mere Will and Fancy? Whilft thou wickedly 
though teft me to be ftrch a one as thyfelf, and 
takeft Meafure of me and my Ways, by thyfelf 
and thy Ways^ and pique at me, before thy Neigh- 
bours, for what is only to be found in thyfelf I 
Thy Reafonings, therefore, and thy Ways only arc 
arbitrary and wilful, and thy Conclufions againft 
me, are iniquitous and wrong before me, and Man ! 

2. This Difpenfation of an INTERCESSOR 
gives us a true Knowledge and Notion of ourfehes ; 
asit furnifties us with a meet Opinion, and. pro- 
per Thoughts of our own very great Unworthi- 
nefs, and manifold Deflations from the right 
Way, oor own Confcience bearing Witnefi ; 
which throws us atfuch a Diftance, and renders 

us 
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w inapproachable, and oar beft Coodu&dife- CHAJ. 
greeabJeandeiraptionableei?e!<y Way, bujC^hi-o* *2L, 
that only Way, die one Mediator JefhsCkrift. S **V^ / 

The Heathen Sentiments of thett* own Meat* 
ncfi and Unworthineis, and of God's Greatn4fs 
and Purity, which occafionM tbeih Application 
to and Dependanoe upon Mediators, were no 
Fault in them, but a right Foundation of thinks 
ing founded in Nature. . But their Fault waai 
they built upon that right Foundation all Sorts of 
wrong, &com$et£nt, wbrtbfcfafMediate^if they 
every where worfliipp^ for fuch* as by.Nttute 
were no Gods; and the Mediator their foojifli 
Heart pitch'd upon intercepted and eogrofied' the 
Worfhtp in fome fenfible Image, which, they ftu- 
pidly glorify'd as God; and they retained nofctfee 
tnvifibte God in their Knowledge, not in any relir 
gtous Refpeft, ait the Guue Time they knewihifp 
to be God incorruptible, and: invifiWe, by his 
vifibie corruptible Works; and fo were guilty of 
Idolatry. Our Author, fag. 74. contrary to the 
common EHflates of the Law of Nature affirming, 
** That RtfipHi which they (hewed to the fopremfc 
" Being, ajidthe Thoughts of their own Lwwof? 
* c tkintfsy . were unworthy Notions in the Hear 
" chena ." Can any thing be more the Sentiment 
of Reafen, or the confcipus Senfe of our guilty 
Nature, than fuch an high Opinion of God, and 
fuch a low one of our own ill I)efervings? 

But thtPapifts, though (hey pretend to go 
upon die fame Ground, are more ioexcuiable, in 
bringing back Idolatry into the Religion of Ch rift, 
who came purpofety into the World to extinguilh 
it: Bccaufe they have the Knowledge of the true 
and oply Mediator, and of many Commands to 
,. .. P d 3 the 
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CHAP, the contrary. Yet in Contempt of God and the 
*JJ^ Mediator, and their revcal'd Will, they have 

^^chofcn tothemfelves Variety of fuperfluous Inter* 
ceffors, Saints and Jngels: And let up an idola- 
trous, prohibited Worfhip aadDependance upon 
them, under a falfe Shew of Humility ; whick 
is not Humility, but an impious difobedient Per- 
verfenefs and Corruption of Humility in not ap- 
plying where they are purpofely commanded, and, 
only permitted to apply. 

Since Chrift is able of himfelf to fave all to 
the uttermoft who apply to his Mediation, don't 
they dircftly diminifli the Efficacy, and deny the 
Sufficiency, and the Divine Appointment of his 
only Interceffion ; by their vain ridiculous Appli- 
cation to fo many others ? Can they before, that 
any Saint or Angel knows their Want, or are ca- 
pable of hearing their Prayers ; as all Chriftians 
are fureand certain, that our Lord both knows, 
and hears them every where ? Will they prefume 
to aflt Favours of God in a different Way than 
he has dire&ed to feek them ? Is he not Matter of 
his own Favours, and of the Method and Manner 
how he will confer them ? Is there Mention of 
any Mediator of Interceffion- for us to apply to in 
Scripture, but one; and he isCbri/i: But they 
who can quit Scripture, Reafon, and their Senfes 
fo far as to maintain Tranfubftantiation % may 
maintain any other Abfurdity they pleafe ; whe- 
ther Truth and Falfhood are not the fame Thing ; 
or rather, whether Intereft is not all in all to the 
degenerate Priefthood, in changing the great Law 
of Mediation and Interceffion. What can, I fay, 
rrtore reprove the petulant Sufficiency of any 
Man's reafoning, or Dependance on his own Con- 
• dud for Salvation, indelpiteof Revelation} fir 

more 
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more con via him of the Want pf Humility, and c H Ap 
lowly Opinion of himfelf, the true Ground work ^i^I^ 
of the Knowledge of Salvation that comes from V- ^ Y ^ 
God, than this Method that God has taken with. 
Man? For this convinces him, if any thing can, 
of the Worthleffnefs and Unacceptablenefs of all 
chat is in his poor Repentance and Amendment, 
when and where they are refradtory to, and con-, 
temptuous of the Thoughts of our Mediator. 
Since our Repentance avails as nothing before 
God, unlqfs.it is favoured, and recommended be- 
fore him, by the great Invitsr to it at the Right. 
Hand of God, who gains it Acceptance* If any 
Man Jin, we have an Advocate with the, Father? 
Jcfus Chrift/fo Righteous \ and therefore, ifany t 
repent, knowing that Advocate, and depending. 
on him forRemiffionof Sins, it is he mu(Untro- ; 
4 Jce his Repentance to the Father. And fincc, 
Repentance without Amendment. is Mockery be- 
fore God and the Mediator, it makes that as nc- 
cefiary, where there is Space of Time for it, as 
Repentance *, yet even that is as unavailing, hy\ 
Reafon of its great Imperfe&nefs, from thole. 
who have the Knowledge, and free Ufe of Cbrifi* 
unlefs the pcrfedk Righteoufnefs of the Author. 
and Finifher of our Faith cijres it, recommends, 
it, and fpeaks in its Favour, 

For alas ! of ourfelves when we have done 
all that we are able, we are but unprofitable Ser- 
vants* without the leaft Shadow of Merit to 
fue for any thing at the Throne of Grace, Seeing, 
then that we depend upon the Son for all that 
we have, or hope for, as he is the appointed 
Difpenfer over the Houfe of Qod, having the 
Difpoial of all Gifts and Graces, and every BleA 
fing thfttdefcends from Heaven jjpon the^onsof 
D d 4 Men t 
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CHAP. Men, muft come through his Hands, and are 

ylPLj owing to his Mediation, we molt be mindful 

^'and affiduous of doing thofe Things that are 

well pfcafing to hitn, as wedefire his Favour, or 

value his Interceflion. And toaH fech he is fare 

to make good, and obtain from the Father all 

Promifcs, Privileges, Grants* inheritable Joys 

and Rewards: For be is able to give, and able to 

fave to the uttermoft aH tbofe that come to bim. 

Worthy Notions of our MEDIATOR 
are ever neceflary, both to regulate our Ad- 
dreffes, and encourage them to the Throne of 
Grace, i. The Confideration of him, what he 
really is -, as much friterefted in, and concerned 
for the Honour and Authority of God, as for 
the Intereft and Benefit of Man; mightily con- 
duces to regulate the Matter of our Prayers and 
Applications to God. In the Pretence and 
Devotion of fuch Thoughts, what Votary would 
pnefome to offer up Petitions for the Pardon of 
KisSins, for the Sake of Jefus Chrift bis Mediator 
and Advocate j whilft He continues unchangM and 
impenitent in Mind and Pradice, wkh Regard 
to that Sin or Sins j or refufes Forgivenefi to 
others for their Trefpaflfes againft him ? He may 
be very fure fuch a Petition can never be regard- 
ed, or preferr'd by him, who is the impartial 
Mediator of the Covenant between God and Man 5 
when it is fo contrariant, and abhorrent to the 
Terms of it; which promifes and enfures For- 
givenefs to none, but the penitent Forfaker of 
Sin.' And he is as much engaged to be true an4 
faithful to God, in feeing to the Performance 
" of the Terms ; as to gain us Favour and Accep- 
tance upon our fincere Performance of them, 
TJfc FQgn&tjof? pf god ? and that Covenant, 

{landed* 
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ftandeth fure, be thai nameth the Name- of Cbrift, C H a P. 
or invokes him for MEDIATOR, mufi x "- 
depart from Iniquity, or.elfe he may depart from ,; ^V -%/ 
the Thoughts of his being concetn'd as Mediator 
for him: And then his Cafe is defptrate beyond 
Redemption. The very Prayer of fudi wicked 
ones, turns into Abomination, both to God, and 
the Mediator. 

S o iit every other Petition, or Thankfgiving, 
as ever *e expedfc him to introduce or fecond it, 
we mutt have a true and due Regard to the Ho* 
nour of God, and his general Laws, as alio hft 
particular Precepts and Directions incumbent 
upon our Station ; as well as to the recommending 
ourfelves, and our Affairs to his Favour; all 
Our publick Prayers and Devotions muft be qua- 
lify^ with a right Intention, dire&ing them to 
the fingle Service of God, not to the Eyes of 
Men ; praying or hoping otherwife in his Intercef- 
fion, we do but affront him, as if he did not 
know our Hearts. In that Cafe, weconfiderthe 
Mediator not whole and entire as he is, but by 
Hahes. And therefore tho* we put our Cafe 
into his Hands, he will have no regard to it, 
unlefs we fubmit to him as an impartial Mediator : 
Forjuft and true are thy ways, O King of Saints f 
Rev. xv. 3. Whilft we would gladly make Ufe 
of his Intereft in the Father to be ferviceable to 
ourfelves, we are guilty of the Partiality, and 
the bafe Imagination of expecting, he would be- 
tray the Refpelt and Obedience due to his 
Father's Authority over us 5 whofe Will is one 
with his, and whofe Commands are the fame, 
with regard to our Compliance ; who is now in 
Heaven, become the Author of eternal Sahatian to 
fill that ofay bim. And there he has the Deno- 
3 jnination 
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CHAP, mination of Impartiality, being called faithful and 
^J^L/ trU€ 9 &**• ***- 2 « w hicb he fulfils both cowards 
*^*^God, and Man, Being thus rightly guarded 
from any Preemption * 

a. This Difpenfation is rooft gracioufly and 
divinely conceded unto Men to encourage our 
Addrefles to Heaven with every Alacrity and 
Chearfulnefi, and with full Afliirance of Succefs, 
our Hearts can with. Our Imagination can 
readily fupply, and affift us, as it were, with an 
aAual feeinga glorious Perfon, a mighty Counsellor 
in our Human Nature, affifting* abetting, and 
pleading at the Right Hand of God for human 
Weaknefs and Frailty, confefling its Wilfulness 
andFolly, and vowing its be ft Refolutions, and 
performing its Gocereft Endeavours after better 
Obedience. Having therefore boldnefs to enter into 
the Holiejl by the Blood of Jefus* by a new and living 
Way* which be has confecrated for us through the 
Veil, u e. bis Flejb ; let us draw near with a true 
Heart* in full Affurance of Faith* having our 
Hearts fprinkled from an evilCoqfcicncc*. And 
again, we have Freedom and Accefs with Confidence 
to the Father* by Faith in him f. And St. Peter 
makes it the End of bis Suffering for our Sins* that 
be might bring us unto God £ And we are comman- 
ded to qfk in bis Name* that we/bould receive* and 
that our Joy may be full J. And herein is Joy, if 
any Man fin* we have an Advocate with the Father* 
Jefus Chrift the Righteous* and be is the Propitiation 
for our Sins 4- And fee how the Apoftle afcends 
in his Argument ; Whofball lay any thing to the 
Charge of God's Elelt ? It h God that jujltfies* 
who is be that condemnetb ? It is Chrift that died., 

• Hd. x. 19, &c. t ty*. k 16. |i Pa. iu. 18. 
|| John xvi. 14. \ Job* ii/ 1. 

ye* 

ligitized by-CjOO<jNC 



DEISM Delineated* 4t t 

yea father that is fifen again* who is even at the CHAP: 
Right Hand of God, who alfo maketb INTER- x ^ 
CESSION/*rw* V/ VV 

What can intimidate poor Sinners now, or 
with-hold them from their Prayers, though' they 
tremble never fo much in their Guilt ; what have 
they to fear from the Number or Burthen of their 
Sins, or the Corruption of their Natuiy, or the 
Imperfe&ion of their Services, or the Fear of 
Death, or the Day of Judgment ? Is not inter- 
ceding and mediating lelsthanfuffering and dying 
for them ; how then can they find in their Heart 
to disbelieve or doubt that he, who did the one, 
can poffibly forfake them in the other ? Had they 
none but themfelvts to fupport and appear for 
them, they might be juftly overwhelm^ with 
Dcfpair. But having the Son of God> who came 
into the World to call Sinners to Repentance, 
and make their Peace by what he fuffer'd, ready 
to ftand by them, and bid them be of good 
Chear, their Sins Jhall be forgiven them \ what un- 
fpeakable Joy fhould Bow into their Minds, and 
animate their Prayers, and all their Endeavours 
after newnels of Life? The underftanding that 
Peace of God y which pafteth and excelleth all other 
Underftanding, to which they are called, and in 
which they are bid to (land, (hould rule in their 
Hearty over all the other Joys and Satisfactions, 
and Underftandings of it. The external Peace 
of a Kingdom is a Ceflation from War, and a 
good Underftanding in Trade with its Neigh- 
bours ; as its internal confifts in Concord : the 
Peace of the Body is Health : the Peace of the 
concupifcibleand irafciaWe AffeAionsis their Go- 

** om viii. £3,34. fCUlin. 15. 
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CHAP, yernment But the Peace of a rational account*- 
KB. blc Creature to God is the Remiffion of Sins, fc?c. 

^VV more valuable than all the reft* and of an infinite- 
ly greater Confequence : My Peace I ghe you> 
my Peace I leave with you % is better than all other 
Thankfgiving Days ; as the Want of it in a di£ 
quieted Cpnfdcnce, fowrts the Enjoyment of all 
the -reft, and makes the Affluence and Pomp of 
the World taftlefe and inGpid, by times » cqafe- 
ojently die poiTeffion of that Sovereign Good; 
the Senfe; of God's Favour, is to be fo purfucd 
above all Things. 

But fioce we know that h» Merits are fo 
vaft, and his Intereft, in Heaven fo great, as to 
obtain whatever he afks in„ Confidence of the 
feme, we (hould be exhorted to come boldy to the 
Throne of Grace, that we may find Grace to help 
in Time of Need. Had we no Friend in the Court 
of Heaven* .then* indeed oar prodigious Guilts 
niight well aftonifh, and congeal us out of any 
Hopes of Acceptance with him, whom we have 
fo much offended. But feeing we have fo power* 
ful a Friend, and fo loving of w, and ready to 
introduce us, and pur Services, and intereft all 
bis infinite Stock of Merit for Favour to the re* 
turning Penitent, we ought to lay afide every 
flavifli Fear and cojd defppnding Thought •, and 
approach the infinitely tender Gpd and Father, 
with thp Warmth of Freedom join*d with the 
Reverence of Spns* adopted by him in Chrift. For 
with whattfanfe^nding Joy does St. iWaqquaint 
us, that -after fve bad been jeqd in Sins, God bath 
quicken 9 d $# together with Chrift % and raifed m toge- 
ther with fcim, tpd made us to fit in heavenly Places 
in Cbrijl Jefui* ; j. e. we are put into the happy 

\ fffb.±.&t ..: • ' 
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Capacity of thk by our Repentance and Obe- CHAP. 
dience j the Blood of drift having open'd the XO. 
Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers, and given ^^V^ 
as an abundant Entrance into the evcriaftmg 
Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour. 

Herein our Hope flmld be fare and fiedfajt 
as tbe Anchor tf our Soul, which tnteretb into that 
-within tbe Vol. Wbkber tbe Forerunner is for us 
entered, even Jefus, Heb. vi. 19, 20. And that 
Entrance gives full Affurance, rtftptftapS*, to our 
Hope, and Faith to the End, v. 1 1. that where 
he is, we may be alfo. TertuMan fpeaks in a fine 
triumphant Strain, Hie fequefter dei &f bominunt 
appellatus, ex utriufq\ partis depofito commffo fibi 
€drms quoqi depofitumfarvat in femetipfo,. Arrabth 
etem fummce totius. fyemadmodum nobis Arrabo- 
'nem fpiritiis rdiquit, ita Gf a nobis Arrabonem cur- 
tm accepit, Gf vexit in ceelum, pignus Mms fimma, 
illuc quandoq\ redigenda. Secura ejtott caro Gf Jan- 
guts, ufurpaftis Gf ceelum Gf regnum dei in Cbrifto: 
autji negent vos in Cbrifto, negent 6? in cede Cbri- 
ftum, fuis volns ceelum negaverunt. Lib. dc. Refur. 
Carms. 

The High Pricft of our Profeffion, who 
rvcr lived* to make Interoeffioq for us, mutt of- 
fer up all die Sacrifices, on Man's Behalf, that 
are now allowed upon Earth, x. With RefpeA 
€0 God ; by him therefore let us offer up tbe Sacri- 
fice of Prajfe to God continually, that is, tbe Fruit 
of our lips, giving Thanks unto Us Nanufi* The 
Sacrifice of Thanklgiving is a Complex of our 
Lips, and of our Lives. There is alfo the Sa- 
crifice of a broken and contrite Heart and a Spirit 

•»*.xiiiiS, 

troubled 
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CHAP, troubled for Sin ; and from chofe who have made 
XK. d Covenant with God with the Sacrifice of his Soiw 

4 W^*here » added to thankfgiving, the paying the 
Vows of chat Covenant made and meliorated in 
Baptifm, and the Lord's Supper, as the moft accep- 
table Offering for the Mediator to prefent. P/l 
Hi -.2. With refpeft to our Neighbour; the 
doing Good and communicating to his Needs, (tiled 
well-pieafing Sacrifices *• He tbatgivetb alms So* 
erificetbpraift, Eccluf. xxxv. 2. Praifc, that he hath 
to give, and is. not in the fame wanting Condi- 
tion, 3. Withrefpcd to our/elves ; our Bodies 
are to beprefented a living Sacrifice* holy acceptable 
unto God 9 which is our reafonable Service^. 

It is a fit Oblation both to God and Reafon, 
that the Body (hould be gqvernM by the Mind, 
with all its Affe&ions and Lulls ; which are 
therefore required to be crucify'd and fubdu'd 5 
feeing the mifruling of them, was that, which 
firft brought Sin into the World, and afterwards 
* Saviour to die for it. Therefore it would be 
the moft unreafonable Thing in the World, not 
to be very vigilant upon that firft Inlet to Sin* 
Its Temperance and Purity will always be a rea- 
fonable, and therefore a Chriftian Service. If the 
Soul can fo far prevail as a King in that Gover- 
tnent •» or as a Prieft unto God, to offer the Body 
a- living Sacrifice* £*/?, fcfr. with its Affe&ions and 
Lufts, correfponding to Chrift in his Mercies, 
offering himfelf a Sacrifice ; all the Oppofition, 
and all the Opportunities of the Devil are con- 
quered, the.Vtctory Over the World gain'd, which 
is the Defign .of the jreafonabk Service of Chriftia- 
nity. And if our Bodies are redeemed from 

*Hehv> t& fXom.rii. 1. 

the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DEISM Delineated. 415 

the Grwe, as well as the other Moiety of us oiiit C ^H A P. 
Souls from Deftru&ion ; it is but a reafonable ^J^L/ 
grateful Return, that we fliould ftody to glorify ^v^ 
God in our Bodies* as well as in our Souls. All 
thefe are called fpiritual Sacrifices by St. Peter % 
acceptable unto God*. 

I f we confider this heavenly Advocate, as 
Bone of our Bone, and Flefh of our Flelh, ha* 
ving the Affe&ion of a Brother, ftrengthen'd 
with an Almighty Power and immenfe Mercy, 
and that his Heart is fenfibly touch'd with the 
Sorrows and Mifcries of all thofe who recom- 
mend their Supplications to him for Redrefs ; For 
we have not an High Prieft who can 9 t be touch* d with 
the. f tiding of our Infirmities ', but was in all Things 
tempted as we are* yet without Sin + ; What a 
Fund of Confolation is this, to all who fuffer for 
a good Confidence ? When they may look up to 
him who is the Patron of Confidence, and was 
through Suffering confecrated the Author and Fi* 
niftier of our Faith ; and therefore can never (ail 
to remember, or to be infenfible to intercede for 
them, out of the frefli Memory and never failing 
Experience of former Griefs and Sorrows. 
Their Cafe is felt, and therefore beard, and fa* 
vour'd of courfe. And what Temptation can 
befal any of his Followers, the Preflure of which 
he did not himfelf fuft&in, as their Captain in the 
Combat, leading the way to Conqueft? And 
therefore certain either of his equivalent Affi- 
ftance, or of his fhaping a way to efcape, that 
they (ball not be tempted above what they are 
able. We therefore pray with Succefs, O Son 



•iPi/.ii.j. tailiv.ij. 
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CHAP. *f David have Mercy onus! Reward us not after 
. XH. ' (according to) our Iniquities I 

The Apoftlc fupports his Argument, why 
Prayers, Supplications, Intercefiions, and giving 
of Thanks* fhould be made for all Men, from 
the Consideration of the Man Chrift Jefus being 
the one Mediator between God and Man • ; and 
prcvioufly to that, he (hews it to be our Duty to 
pray for all Men, becaufe God would have all 
Men to be faved % and the Proof of that is, For 
there is one God, who made all Men of one Blood, 
the Creator,, and Saviour of all Men $ and there* 
fore as much Reafon to fave the G entiles y as the 
Jews, being God of one as well as the other. 
Then follows, and one Mediator [or Peace-Maker] 
betwixt God and Man, the Man Cbrifi Jejus. 
Had Chrift Jefus been denominated Mediator 
there, from his fuperior Nature, Son of God, it 
would only have repeated the fame Thing ; but 
calling him Man is a further Argument that God 
is not only the Maker of all Men, but his Son alfo 
took on him the Nature that is common to all 
Men j which is a much more endcar'd Reafon 
of his Willingnefs to fave all of that Nature * 
all Men partaking of the fame Fletii and Blood 
he took upon Him, are therefore related to this 
one Mediator, and therefore intended by this one 
God to be faved through this one Mediator. 
. Befides, the Human Nature of Chrift (though that 
Word implies both his Natures,) is only mention* 
ed, becaufe that Propitiation, which rendered 
him that fiiccefsful Mediator, efientially depended 
uporvhi* Death: His Divine Nature could not 
die ; though, as High Prieft, he offer'd and pre- 

* i Tm. ii i to 6. 
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fented bis own Blood of that fuffcring dying Na-C HAP. 
ture, or himfelf crucified, without Spot to God, >J^hj 
through the eternal Spirit^ ', or in the Dignity and^^*"**^ 
deferving of that Spirit, by which he was the 
Son of God. 

The Words of Pbilo as cited by Dr. WTntby 
on 1 Tim. ii. 5. are fo remarkable, that I tran- 
fcribe them. " The Father of all Things hath 
<c granted to his moft ancient Word, an excel» 
<c lent Gift, viz. That Handing in the Confines 
" of both, he fhould put a Difference betwixt 
" the Maker, and the Thing made, as being an 
" Interceflbr for mortal Man to the immortal 
" God, and an Ambaflador from the King to 
<c hisSubjefts; in which Gift he rejoiceth, faying, 
<c And I flood betwixt God and you, being nei- 
C4 ther un begotten as God, nor made as we are, 
" but a middle of the Extreams, and a Pledge to 
" both ; to the Creator, engaging that all Man- 
cc kind (hall not corrupt itfelf, and appftatize, 
c< chufing Difordcr before Order & "to the Crea- 
<c ture, that he may have good Hope that the 
<c merciijil God will not wholly overlook his own 
<c Work ; for I denounce peaceable Things to 
cc the Creature, from the God of Peace." And 
fpeaking of their High Prieft, who was a Type 
of Chrift, he faith, " The Law will have him 
" raifed above human Nature, and coming near 
" to the Divine ; and if I may fay the Truth, a 
" middle betwixt both, that Men may atone 
" God by a Mediator, and God may reach forth 
" and diftribute his Favours to Men, by a cer- 
* c tain Minifter" And again. " It was neccf- 

fHet.ix. 24. 

Voi*L Ee • <c lary 
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CHAP." farythathe, who performs the Office of a 
Xtt « Prieft to the Father of the W«k^ %»# 

*^V^c« hav« for his Advocate his Son, mo^pefl^ia' 
* c Virtue,, to obtain the Pardon of. Sins, and the 
" Participation of the greateft Bleffings " 

Iprocebd, in a few Words, to mention 
the Mediator as King and Judge. 




CHAP. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DEISM Delineated; 



41* 




CHAP. XIII. 
Of the MEDI&T OR as KING. 

UR Lord at his afcenfion was in- CHAP, 
vetted with a Kingdom and Rule MIL 
over all the creation of Spirits and ^ V^. 
Men. Angels, Principalities, and 
Powers, being made fubjeft unto 
him, that all knees fhould bow and do homage 
to the King of Glory, whom God delighted to 
honour. This is meant of his mediatorial King- 
dam, afiumed upon the Fall of Man, to laft till 
the Reftitution of all Things \ which will be 
poffefe'd by him as KING, LORD, MEDIA- 
TOR, INTERCESSOR, the Head of all the 
Means for bringing Men to God, until all 
Things (hall aAually be fubdued unto him, and 
the Kingdoms of the Earth become the King- 
dom of his Son ; and at the Confummation of 
this Scene of Man, when the laft Enemy, Death, 
ftall be put under his Feet by a general Refur- 
redtion, and every one has receiv'd from bis 
Judgment, according to his Deeds done in the 
Body, the End of the Mediation ceafing, the 
Kingdom will ceafe with it, and be refign'dupto 
th.e Father ; and then all Power and Dominion 
will be from thenceforth, and for ever, folely, 
and immediately exercifed b% the Deity, That 
God may be all in all 9 as it was before the Fall of 
Man. 



E e 2 
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CHAP. 
XI1 *- For this Kingdom, befog founded. in d\tf 

v ^" v-% 'wew Covenant, commenced in its Tide and Ju- 
rifdiftion, immediately after the Fall of our firrt 
Parents ; though it was not perfefted till after 
the Refurreftion and Afcenfion of the Mediator: 
Till which time, Join his Forerunner, He tnm- 
felf, and Kis feveniy Difiiples, preach'd Repen- 
tance in the Style of the Kingdom of Heaven 
being then at Hand. And this his Mediatorial Go- 
vernance was enlarged at his afcenfion to Heaven 
by the addition of all Angels, Thrones, and Domi- 
nions, being fubjefted to him : And now all 
good and bad Spirits aft in Subordination to 
him, as he appoints and direfts the one, and per-' 
mits the other, in the affair of Man's Salvation. 

In virtue of this KINGLY Authority he 
gave Laws to Ifrael^ and ruled divinely over 
them ; and fometimes went vifibly in and out be- 
fore them, to lead and conduft them in their 
Marches and Difficulties ; and was angry with 
them, when they required a more vifible King 
of their Brethren, wholly like themfelves. Ac 
laft, the Jews to fill up the Meafure of cheir ma- 
nifold Difobediences to him, fulfill'd the Expo- 
ftulation of Pilate (fPill ye 'crucify ycur King ?) 
with their wicked Hands. As a Heavenly 
King of Righteoufnels, over his Church and 
People, he has for heavenly Ends of Righteouf- 
nefs, and Controul of Wickednefs, deputed the 
fupreme Powers of civil Government, (who fub- 
mit to him, and to his Scepter of Righteoufneft) 
and under them, Bjfhops, PaftoFs, and other fpiri- 
tual Subordinations, for the Defence, and for the 
Edification thereof. And all thefe hold of their 
fupreme Head Cbrift^ who is ftyled the Head of 

the 
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the Church* and are tied to. his Laws in all CHAP. 
Thirtgs ifclating to Souls and their Salvation, .***k 
Which is the Objedt of Chrift's Care and Govern- ^^ 
ment. 

All Profeflbrs of his Name, wherefoever 
difperfed over the Earth, are cemented together 
as Fellow-Subjeds of his Kingdom, of Righ- 
teoufnefe, Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoft, 
by receiving his Do&rines, embracing his Laws 
and Directions ; by living up to them, they keep 
Communication with the Head, and by (hewing 
Submiflion, receive Favour and Protection from 
him. More efpecially thofe Laws of Bdptifm, 
the Lor&s Supper* and worjhipping God % through 
Cbrift' ; which are fundamental to, and conftitu- 
tive of his Mediatorial Kingdom. Let all then 
who are thus fubje£t in Spirit, and loyal in Soul 
unto Chrift, glory and comfort themfelves with 
his Power: Since he is an Omnipotent King, can 
do all Things, and nothing can withftand his 
Will ; and as he is a moft tender, loving, and 
no lefs vigilant Ruler, and Defender of the 
Faith, to whom all Secrets are open and known ; 
we may reft confident, That not the Gates of 
Hell, not that great Enemy of ours, Death 5 not 
the Malice of Devils ; not jhe Confpiracies of 
the Powers of Darknefs ; norall the perfecuting 
Combinations upon Earth, can finally prevail to 
deftroy his Church ; though he may fuffer ir, 
for a time, to be afflifted \ that in their Affliction 
his Servants may know him the better, and call 
upon him the more* 

Further, asa gracious King, he is always 

' r^dy to fend powerful Aid and Affiftance to 

every particular Subject, in their feveral Engage- 

E e 3 menw 
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CHAP, ments with his, and their Enemies % and ia hh 

*FJ^, Might and Strength fighting with him, -and, for 

^^v** him, and for theibfelves, they will he «ore oiuw 

common Conquerors : For to him that cvercomab, 

will be grant to fit on bis Throne , even as be bimfelf 

overcame^ and fat down upon bis Fathers Throne*. 

He rewards, as a King, thofe who faithfully 

ferve and obey him. As a King punifties, and 

cuts afunder the Rebellious and Unbelievers, 

who would not have him rale over diet* : An4 

who can efcape his Power, or abide his Wfafeh i 

* Rev. iii. 2|. 




CHAP. 
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CHAR XIV. 
Of the MEDIATOR as JUDGE. 




H E Father judgetb no Man, hut bathC HAP. 
committed ALL JUDGMENTto Xlv - 
the Son \ That all Menjhould honour S **V > J 
the Son, even as they honour the Fa- 
ther f. And it imports them fo to 
do. For if the eternal Fate, and final Iflue of all, 
who have' the Knowledge of Chrift, depends up- 
on the Sentence of his Judgment, and our ever- 
lafting Deftruftion or Salvation will be then at . 
his Di/pofal, it furely concerns every Chriftian 
to fecure him, from whom they take their Name, 
for their Patron and Preferver at that Day of 
Reparation to the Righteous, and Vengeance to 
the Wicked, by that Rjefpefl: and Duty which 
will engage him to be fo j as much as it concerns 
us to fecure the Favour of the Father, who gave 
us our Being, by that Honour and Obedience 
which are due to him. 

N o w if we are obliged to obey die Son in 
Thought, Word, and Deed, as much as the 
Father •, the Will and Commandments of the 
Son, being the Will and Commandments of the 
Father, we of courfe muft Jionour him, as well 



\Jobn v. 22, 23. 
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CH A P. as we honour the Father ; Obedienee, in thofe 
XIV. Refpc&s, being the beft Teftimony of an Infc- 

V-/ V % ^ rior*$ honouring a Superior, who has Authority 
over him. But as God has made us accountable 
Creatures, and his Son in particular to take the ac- 
count of all our Actions, Words* and Thoughts, 
and we know that to be the Appointment of the 
Father; the Command of honouring one, as well 
as the other, executes itfelf, and Obedience to it 
unavoidably follows ; feeing we depend upon one 
for our laft Stake, as much as the other \ espe- 
cially fince diflionouring and difobeying the Son, 
is the fame thing as diflionouring and difobeying 
the Father, who fent him into the World, fas it 
follows in the fame verfe, fent him as his own Son) 
to become alfo the Son of Man* 

This is another Inftanct of the Care and Wif- 
dom of the Father, in making his Appoint- 
ments, and laying his Commands in the Nature 
of Things, as being previously prepared, and 
capable of executing them. For if the Son was 
not Omnifcient and Omniprefent by Nature* as 
he is the Son of God, how could he be capable of 
judging the World, fuppbfing him to have Power 
given him for firft railing all Men from the 
dead, whom he is to (it in Judgment upon ? 
How could he other wife brin% every fecret Thought 
andlVork into Judgment, or bring to light the bidden 
Things of J)arknefs f or marAf eft the Secrets of the 
Hearty and fo judge every Man according to bis 
Works? perhaps, every fecret Sin of Penitents, 
though pardon'd and canceled, will be brought 
to Light, that the Mercy of pardoning may be 
as manifeft before all the World, as the Know- 
ledge in obferving them. This will gall the 
Jippenitent and the Hypocrite with moll defperate 
2 Papgs 
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Pangs of Sorrow, that their Behaviour andCHAP. 
Devotion was notfuch before him, who fecth in xrv - 
ficret, as to have their Sins revers'd ; but muft y ^T* J 
then be openly produced, only to their Condem- 
nation. Tho* they then befcech him to deliver 
them by his Agony and bloody Sweat, by his 
Crofs and Paflion, by his precious Death anil 
Burial, and by his glorious Rcfurre&ion and 
Afcenfion *, He will not then be entreated ; he is 
no longer their Mediator, but their JUDGE. 
Not every one that (kith unto him, Lord* Lord, 
but he that doth the Will of his Father which 
is in Heaven, fhall be admitted thither. 

T h en will fecret Piety and Charity appear 
with (great Joy, to be rewarded publickly, and 
plentifully, according to the Plenty they have 
fown. Then will all feeming Irregularities in 
Divine Providence be fee to Rights, to the 
Satisfa&ion of all. The Oppreflbr will receive 
for the Wrongs he hath done, and, together 
with the Proud, be humbled down to Hell ; 
whilft the humble, and the innocently opprefs'd 
(hall be exalted to Heaven. Then will Rewards 
be proportion^ according to Degrees in Virtue, 
and fincere improvements of Talents and Oppor- 
tunities, without any Envy, or the leaft grudg- 
ing at thofe, who came in at the eleventh Hour: 
Then will righteous, final PunHhments be allotted 
according to evil Deeds, with a particular Dis- 
crimination of Woe and Suffering to deliberate 
Unbelievers, Rejedters of Chrift and his Mediation, 
and to the Scoffers at his Salvation ; for at that 
Day, it will be more tolerable for Sodom and 
Gomorrha, than for them ; their Intemperance is 
at an End, their Infidelity is cut off, Rigbteoufnefs is 
grown , and truth isjprung up. Then/Gall no Man 

be 

• 
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CH AV&e Me to fave bim that is deftroyed, nor to 
XIV. oppnfc bim that both got the Vs3ory^ 2 Efd. vii. 



Those arc the idle* profligate Words in 
particular, (according to the fubjeft Matter of 
the Place) the denying or deriding the great Do- 
Arine of the Gofpel, Remifjion of Sim through the 
Mediator, atteftcd by the Father, and especially 
by the Miracles of the Holy Gbofi, the imputing 
thofe attefting Miracles to another Spirit, or 
which is the lame Thing, the impeaching that 
Doftrine, is the unpardonable Blafphetny againft 
the Holy Gboji, and are thofe idle Words which our 
Lord fays will be brought to Account a^ the Day 
of Judgment; and their final Condemnation 
will be aflfe&ed by them, Mat. xii. 31, to 38. 
But all the Believers, and publick Profeflbrs of 
Chrift, whom they now deride, will then fit in 
Judgment upon them as Afleflbrs with him, 
and Witnefies of unreaibnable Obftinacy, or 
cowardly Denial of him. Then will all the 
World be cited before the Judgment-Seat of 
Chrift ; to give an Account, and to receive ac- 
cording to what they have, and not according to 
what ttoey have not. 

I t is Grid, the Father bath given bim Authority 
to execute Judgment, becaufe be is the Son of Man *, 
i, e. becaufe he was the true Meffias, who was to 
come in the Clouds of Heaven, (according to the 
Jews Expectation, and the Prophecy of Darnel f ± 
not at his firft, as is their unhappy Miftake, but 
fecond Advent to judge the World J to whom all 
Power and Dominion is given. By becoming Son 



> Jobl v. 27. + John vii. 1 3,. 1 4, 
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of Man, hefuffer'd Death in our Nature, and foC« AP. 
Vecame \ the Author of Salvation to aU that obey * lv - 
him. Befides, in that Nature only, could . be ^ l ^ V - 
become a vifible Judge unto Men, which is fo 
ncceffary and proper to the Execution of that 
Authority. And God is faid to judge the World in 
Rigbtevufmfs by the Mm Cbrijt >/*j, whom be 
hub ordained {|. 

A t that Day, all human Nature heme die 
Cmfolation, of having the Judge on their Side, 
related to them a* a Brother aad perTonally 
acquainted with the Frailties of Fie ftu the Bowels 
of a Man joined to the infinite Goodnefs of God : 
And as many as have a good Cotrfciencc will 
bvetbat Appearance. But when fuch Mercy and 
Goodneft, and near Relation paffb Seaeenoe for 
Tren%reffion&, *N Mouths muft be flopped * we 
CMWfotthenheip joining with htm even in con- 
demning ourfttas •, if the prefent, frequeat, 
condemning oiirfehres does not prevent it, awl 
produce timely Repentance. What can be (q 
terrible to the mind ef Man, as *he Solemnity, 
and Neceffity of that Time, when we fhaH 
condemn ourfelvts everfaftmgly* and tip it, as 
foon as ever we begin to fee him, who once came 
riding on an Afs, coming in the Choudsef Heaven 
with Miriads of Angels, to take Mengtemee on thofe 
who knew not God, <and obey not the Go/pel cf 
Cbrift. 

A s to the certain Time and Seafoo when that 
will be, that is wifely lock'd up from Man, as a 
ufelefs, impertinent Knowledge to his Condition. 
For all bis Ufe of Time and Scafon, who hath 

% HA. v. 8, 9: I Ms xvii. y\. 
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CHAP.buta&octTimeto live, is to be always ready- 

X *V- The uncertain Time of Death will certainly find 
^"V^'^us, And juft as it finds, remit us over to the Day 
of Judgment ; and then what Good will the 
knowing that Day do us? The Hour of Death, 
and the Day of Judgment are fo connected toge- 
ther, chat he who does not live in Preparation 
for one, will never be prepared for the other ; 
therefore an Excitement to that Preparation, 
as to any due Effeft, is as well drawn from the 
uncertain near Approach of one, as of the other : 
And as to the practical Ufes of Godlinefs, will in 
all Ages be one and the fame Motive. 

A s our Author takes Occafion to refled upon 
the Apoftks, and the Spirit by which they fpake 
and wrote to the Churches, from their fuppofed 
- Miftakes that the then Age, when they wrote, 
were the tempera novijfima, the approaching 
End of the JVorU^ and the laft Days of it, for 
three Pages together *, and concludes his Refle- 
ctions, in thefe Words: " If moftof the Apo- 
<€ fties, upon what Motives foever, were mifta- 
" ken in a Matter of this Confequence, how can 
44 we be abfolutely certain, that any one of them 
*' may not be miftaken in any other Matter? If 
4C they were not infpired in what they ftid in 
" their Writings concerning the then coming of 
« € Chrift; how could they beinfpir'dinthofeAr? 
<( guments they build on a Foundation far from 
€< being fo? And if they thought their Times 
" were the laft, no Direction they gave, could 
" be intended to reach farther than their own 
" Times." 



9 Pag. 233.10236, 
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A N d he fays, " The beft Commentators andC H A P. 
cc Interpreters own, the Apoftles weregroflymi- x *^!* 
<c ftakcn," as to thefe Matters. Bat in that he is v -'V %i ' 
grofly miftaken ; For the lateft and beft, as 
Dr. JVhitby copying from the ancienteft of all, is 
of another Sentiment: To whom I refer the Rea- 
der, who will find Grotius 9 * dangerous Opinion 
(the Opinion probably our Author builds upon) 
confuted, as to this Matter. Fid. Whitby* Heb. 
ix. 26. 1 Tbef. iv. 15. 1 Con x. 11. and 
particularly Phil. iv.5. The Lord's bring at Hand, 
and che near Approach of the Son of Man, at 
the Time of the Apoftles Writings, to the De- 
ftru&ion of Jerufalem folves the Meaning of thofc 
Phrafes, and other Peoples Miftakes about them, 
as clearly and confefledly, as the Deftrultion of 
Jerufalem is acknowledged to be an Emblem of the 
general Judgment. Perhaps the Lord being at 
band may be folvM by that fenfe, pre/ent. with, 
ntgb to us in his Infpe£tion over us, according to 
that in 2 Efd 11. 34. .1 tie is nigb at band r $££^r 
/ball come in the end of the world : and that fatisfietb 
a Saviour openly, ver. 36. • ;" 

": •.iv-)' •• ' >'- 
I t is agreed by all, that the lajk Days fo often 
mentioned, the Clofe of the Ages, when the Jews 
were to be unchurched, and the new Heavens and 
new Earth of a better and larger Church were to 
commence, or as we tranflate ewriUt* rSv AsAvuv, 
the End of the World* Heb. ix. 26. mean the Days 
of the prophefy'd Mefftas* xhtCbriftian Age* and 
comprehend all that Duration of Time from his 
firft, to his fecond coming to Judgment. And 
the Fulnefs of Time at his firft Advent, may pro- 
bably be meant thefulltf^LF, or MEDIUM 
of Time, of the World's Duration ; according to 
that of the Prophet, O Lord, revive thy IVork in 

the 
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CHAP./fc MIDST of thenars, in the MIDST of the 
**^7i*rj make known, in Wrath remember Merej * 

^^^ If the Work there is admitted to fignify the /?<?- 
demptkn of the World r then, as there were four 
Thoufand Years of the firft Days before the firft 
coming of Chrift, from thattohisV&awaicofiMog 
there will remain to be reckon'd four Thoufimd 
Years, of the UJl Days. And this abates tho 
Outcry of our Author J, " Of God's having left 
•* all Mankind for four Thousand Years together, 
•* defticutc of fufikicnt Means to do their Duty : n 
For if the Middle of the World's Period was 
the Fitnefs of Time for his Appearance, and the 
Benefit of his Redemption extended equally back* 
ward, as it does forward, there is no Senfe in his 
Exclamation. Seeing the middle Period has been 
a&ually pitch'd upon to bring it eo pafs \ that the 
Patience of thofe who went before might not be 
worn out by too long Expe&ation of the Fulfil- 
ment of the Promife ; and they who came after 
might not be tempted to think themfelves the lefs 
concerned in, or give lefs Credit to a Matter of 
Fa& that happened fo very long ago, had it been 
much fooner. Tho' the DefigQ was 4000 years in 
ripening into Maturity, it the falutary Bene- 
fit of it took place upon thzfirfl Day it was firft 
predifted and promifed^ what reafon can thefe Men 
now have to rejeft the offer of fuch rich Fruit, 
or malign Divine Providence for that Delay, 

* Hob* iii. 2. 1 . Opus Dei fir excellentiam voeat ftatum 
$k&i populifive ecckjue % quam agn&fci *vult Deus umftiam fi*~ 
gulare opifjium & Specimen pr*cipu*m fit* vertutis, fitpienti*, 
juftiti*, Bonifatis. Vel 2. Confervationem populi Dei. Vel 3. 
Redemplionetn 'Juiaorum. Vel. 4.. AUooorice redemptionem totivs 
generis humant > Opus Magnum Incarnationis. Pool. Synopf. 
Crit. 

when 
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when they may at this time enjoy fo plenteous aCH,A P. 
Redemption. sJj^L^j 

An d if the great Comtt that appeared i68o f 
whofe periodfcal Return is $75 Years, will in- 
deed be the Inftrument under God for bringing 
on the great rrtayyev&i*, or Renovation by Fire, 
it is eafy to compute, was there any juit Augury 
in fuch Things, how many Revolutions are 
wanting to cooipleat fuch a fuppos'd Catajlropbe 
of this Globe, and the Inhabitcrs thereof : Before 
the internal Groans of a dying World, and the 
external Cries, Horrors, Cradlings of that fwift 
Deftruftion* dreadful Conflagration (hall aftoniflh the 
Ears of all that hear. By Meafure hatb be meafured 
the Times, and by Number bath be numbered the 
Times! and be dotb not move norftir them until the 
/aid Meafure be fulfil? d, 2 Efd. iv. 37. 

But let this pafs, as an incidental Conjedture, 
in a Cafe, wherein there can be no Certainty in 
any human Scheme whatfoever. 

END of the Firji Volume. 
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